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DRAYTON PLAYERS  
Roland Hopkins 

I ‘Came to the Music Hall’ on the 23rd of October and 
witnessed the brilliant 40 year celebration of the Drayton 
Players. 

 There were so many items that I soon stopped taking notes 
and was swept up into the music-hall atmosphere with its 
enthusiastic audience participation. Since so many individuals 
were involved on stage and behind the scenes, I will mention 
no names but will heap my praise onto all the participants. 

 The dominant feature was that one could so easily forget 
that these were amateur players with limited rehearsal time, any 
nervous performer being willed into shape by latent audience 
encouragement. One was drawn into the characters portrayed 
rather than the actors, which is the measure of an actor’s 
ability. 

 The Master of Ceremonies 
gavelled his way, with true Leeds 
exuberant loquacity, from one act to 
the next, thus giving momentum to 
the theme and continuity to the 70 
items! How appropriate it was to see 
the boards trodden so competently by 
players ranging from founder 
members to promising youngsters. 

Having seen Drayton Players’ 
productions for over thirty years, I 
was delighted to find that this was 
indeed a peak performance. 

T T T T
Dear Sir, 

May we, through the Chronicle, send our heartiest 
congratulations to the Drayton Players for their 40th year 
celebration with "Come to the Music Hall"?  

It was a thoroughly professional performance, enjoyed by 
everyone. 
Yours sincerely,  Geoffrey and Daphne Samworth 

ANOTHER SMASH HIT! 
Dear Editor, 
I can’t help wondering how many other 
people in Drayton are as remiss as I was, 
living in the village for many years but never 
seeing the Drayton Players in action. We 
finally came to our senses by seeing their 
recent ‘Come to the Music Hall’ and what a 
delight it was.  

Peter Jackson was a magnificent Master of 
Ceremonies but the greatest pleasure for us 
was to see such a wide age-range of good 
performers, from school children to the long 
retired, capturing the spirit as well as the 
format of entertainment before movies and 
television. 

We will certainly make big efforts to see 
future Player’s productions. 

Yours sincerely,   Derek Pooley 

� � � � �
Dear Sir, 
May I, through the Chronicle, say to the Drayton Players simply 
"What a wonderful performance!"? 

It would not be fair to name any particular person, because all of 
you were excellent, each in your own individual way. From beginning 
to end, from the superb verbal eloquence, the singing, dancing and 
acting, you all gave everything you possibly could and your talents 

were outstanding.  
Congratulations! Espec-
ially to the producer and 
all those behind the scenes 
who created clothes, props 
and lighting. 
Long may your shows 
continue! 
Yours sincerely,  

Gwen Stirling 
In this issue 
 Have fun at New Year ..................... p3 ....and later in the year ...................... p3 Lots of Congratulations!....... pp 4 & 5 
 Many thanks .................................... p7   Time for trimming back ................... p9 Mind who you phone.....................p9 
 Some Christmas Cheer .................. p10 Time to recycle .............................. p11 Christmas carols ..........................p12 
TO ALL OUR READERS . . . . . .  

A MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

FROM THE MEMBERS OF 

THE CHRONICLE TEAM 
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COMING CHRONICLES 
The Jan/Feb-05 Chronicle will be available for distribution to Area 
Agents on Friday, 21 January 2005 from Shirley Thomas, 48, 
Henleys Lane, Tel 531626who should be contacted by any Agents 
requiring copies additional to their allocation. 

The Editor will be Tony Holmes, 53 Whitehorns Way (531180). 
Contributions should be placed in the Chronicle letter box, which is 
outside Vickery’s hardware store on Drayton Green,    

no later than 5.15 pm on Monday, 10 January 2005. 
After this deadline, only items of the utmost urgency may be 

considered for inclusion and only then if delivered to the Editor by the 
following Wednesday. 

The Editor clears the box from time to time during the previous 
week.  It is a great help when items can be left in the box a few days 
before the closing date. Contributors are indeed doing just that when 
they can and it really does help. Thank you. 

NOTES for CONTRIBUTORS  
All contributions to the Chronicle are most welcome. Be sure to include your 
name, address and (in case clarification is necessary) telephone number  

A contribution can be made in one of several ways: 
1. The best way is now by email to the appropriate editor:- 

Tony Holmes  tony-holmes@ntlworld.com 
Geoffrey Long  geoff.long@talk21.com 
Derek Pooley derek_pooley@talk21.com 

Please use a ‘Subject’ and ‘Filename’ which are unique to you. Too 
many’Chronicles’ gets confusing! 
2. A 3½" disk, in PC format, preferably ‘Saved As’ Word for Windows 6 
or Word Perfect 2. Please include hard copy for checking the formatting and 
your address so that the disk can be easily returned to you.  
3. A good, black typescript on white A4 paper or smaller. The scanner can 
read in typescripts but only imperfectly so very careful editing is needed. 
Even so, this is still much easier than re-typing. 

 

MACE STORE 
TEL: 01235 202855 FAX NO: 01235 531217 

GEOFF AND MARIAN 
WOULD LIKE TO THANK  
ALL THEIR CUSTOMERS 

FOR THEIR CUSTOM THROUGH THE 
YEAR 

AND TO WISH EVERYONE 

A MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A 

HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS 
NEW YEAR 

THE NEXT THREE MONTHS 

Issue for Copy for publication and 
return of Agents Lottery 

Packs by Monday: 

Chronicle published and 
available for distribution 

on Friday: 

March 14 February 2005 25 February 2005 

April 14 March 2005 25 March 2005 

May 17 April 2005 28 April 2005 

CHRONICLE LOTTERY 
Daphne Samworth,  Hon. Promoter  

RESULTS OF THE NOVEMBER LOTTERY 
 Winner Agent 

£25 Mrs Jackson, 1, Steventon Road, Judy Henman 
£20 Mr Pitts 63, Abingdon Rd Jane Henderson 
£15 Mrs Haynes, 19, Lockway Jenny Pooley 
£10 M. Boyd, 26, Whitehorns Way Jean Hager 
£10 S. Tamburru, TheLaurels, High Street Daren McDonald 
£10 M. Matthews, 18, High Street, Daren McDonald 
£10 C. Todd, Barford House, High Street, Daren McDonald 
£10 Mrs. Lonsdale, 62, Steventon Rd Jackie Walker 
£10 Mrs. Drew, 76, Steventon Road Jackie Walker 
£10 Mrs Walker, 36, Steventon Road,  Jackie Walker 

Box of Biscuits 
B A Scaysbrook, 10, Lockway Barbara Carter 
B D Loreza, 216, Steventon Rd Sarah Church 
B A Goddard, 20, Bridges Close, Ab’don Margaret Armstrong 
B Patt Athauss, 220, Steventon Rd,  Sarah Church 
B Mrs Wallace, 19, Sutton Wick Lane, Nick Hamilton 
B Mr Evans, 42, Steventon Rd Jackie Walker 
B Mrs Mitchell, 41, Sutton Wick Lane Nick Hamilton 
B Mrs C Jackson, 39, High Street Margaret Long 
B Mr. Johnson, 10, Cornville Road, Gerald Redman 
B Mrs Gurdev, 68, Whitehorns Way  Daphne Barrand 

Bottle of Wine 
W L Durkin, 25, Whitehorns Way Trudi Buckner 
W Mrs Williams, 28, Church Lane,  Susan Brooks 
W Mrs P Hoyland, 24, Whitehorns Way Jean Hager 
W Mrs Bruce, 16am Sutton Wick Lane Nick Hamilton 
W J Dunster, 30, Binning Close, Christine Turley 
W Carol Arnold, 95, Abingdon Road, Carol Arnold 
W Mrs Smith, 5, Henleys Lane Angela Painton 
W Mr Selley, 24, Cornville Road Gerald Redman 
W Mrs Milne, 64, Whitehorns Way Daphne Barrand 
W Mrs Morgan, 66, Whitehorns Way  Daphne Barrand 

The winning tickets were drawn by members of the Drayton Art 
Group from the 2234 tickets sold. 

ADVERTISING RATES 
For Block Advert (about 1/6th column)    

Advertiser - - - - Number of Inserts - - - -  
Category:  1 3 6 12  
Drayton Resident £4.00 £10.50 £21.50 £40.00  
Non-Drayton Resident £5.00 £13.50  £27.00 £50.00  
Half-size block adverts, normally for one or two inserts, are 
charged at half the above rates.   

All requests  must be accompanied by cash or a cheque 
made payable to ‘Drayton Chronicle’. 

They may be placed in the Chronicle Letter Box, outside Vickery’s 
Hardware Store on Drayton Green, in shopping hours.Phone Jane 

Pimm, the Chronicle’s Advertising Manager, on  
Ab. 531597 to discuss requirements. 
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Sabina's

YOUR LETTERS 
Dear Editor,  
At the weekend my Daddy took me and my big sister, Holly, to 
the swings and slides in Lockway. We were very excited as we 
knew there were some new swings. I was really upset when I got 
there, as there are no longer any swings for us younger children, 
why is this ? 
Many thanks,  James Evans (aged 4)  
Dear Editor,  
As a parent of a one year old boy, who loved regular visits to the 
playground at the village hall, I was very pleased to see that the 
swings were being replaced and the area re-surfaced. However my 
pleasure turned to dismay when I discovered that there is no 
longer any baby seats.  

I can't see any reason for this as the play area, from what I've 
seen, is used just as much for toddlers as for older children. There 
is now nothing there for the younger ones at all.  

I am hoping that other parents have found this a problem and 
that we can get the two baby seats returned.  
Your sincerely, Claire Bullock 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Paul Knight, Chairman of the Drayton Parish Council, replies:

When the decision was made to replace the swings, it was our 
intention to replace them on a like for like basis, thus retaining the 
mix of standard children's swings and ‘baby’ swings. 
Unfortunately life is not that simple. The safety regulations 
regarding playground equipment are getting more and more 
stringent and, just to complicate matters in some instances, any 
new equipment has to conform to the latest standards but existing 
equipment does not always have to be adapted or modified to meet 
the same standard. Our safety advisors told us that this sort of 
situation applied to the swings. Whilst a mix of swing types was 
acceptable on the old unit, the new unit would have to conform to 
a more recent higher standard that did not permit a mixture of seat 
types on a single frame. 

Obviously we cannot ignore such advice. To knowingly breach 
the safety regulations would invalidate our Public Liability 
Insurance and leave us vulnerable to a huge damages payout in the 
case of an accident. The end result is that we have standard swing 
seats only.  �

Tessa M. Goldblatt  BSc. Hons 
State Registered Chiropodist & Podiatrist  

Specialising in all types of foot care 
• Corns 
• Callouses 
• Ingrowing toe nails 
• All general foot problems 

Evening or weekend appointments 
01235 526505 or Mobile 07976 974115 

NOTICE BOARD 
Handy with a hammer? Brilliant with a brush? 

If so, Drayton Players offer you lots of fun – and great     
satisfaction – in helping with the backstage preparations for their 
new production in February 2005. This is based on the legend of 
Boudicca, and the Players are going to need all the backstage staff 
they can get. Anyone interested in set building, shifting, painting 
and the myriad of other support jobs is asked to contact Richard 
Webber on 534001 or 523374 for further details. 

Fun for all the family on New Year’s Eve 
Join your friends at Drayton’s New Year’s Eve party on Friday 
31st December in the Drayton Hall from Eight ‘til Late, with 
Disco, Ploughman’s Supper and bar. Everyone is welcome! 
Tickets £10, (6-15 yrs old £5) are on sale now and can be had 
from Dot Day (call 531501) or  by calling 01865 407712. 

NEWS OF THE CHRONICLE 
Good news on Agents this month. Ian Bell is delivering 
Chronicles to the part of Steventon Road vacated by Teresa 
Burnage, while Darren McDonald has taken over from George 
Cox  as Agent for Conifer Drive and part of High Street. Thank 
you to you both for offering to help in this way, and thanks again 
to George and Teresa for their work in these two areas over the 
past few years. No fewer than three of Darren’s clients will be 
delighted with the good luck that a new face has brought them! 

Readers will be glad to hear that Freda Palmer is now out of 
hospital and, with a few aids around the house and help from 
carers, ‘family’ and friends, is now again living in her own home. 
Walking is still far from easy and Freda feels that it is now time to 
hand over her job as Area Agent. Just when Freda started as an 
agent is lost in the mists of time, but it’s at least twenty years ago, 
and for the last six years she has been looking after both of the two 
rounds in Lyford Close. Many, many thanks, Freda, for all the 
time and effort you have spent working for the Chronicle over all 
these years. Like many other long-serving agents you deserve a 
medal. 

That leaves us looking for two volunteers to take over the two 
vacant agencies in Lyford Close, since Gerald Redman cannot go 
on looking after those as well his own two rounds. I know 
everyone’s thoughts are on other things at the moment but a 
couple of phone calls to 531321 would give me a very happy new 
year! There would be no commitment at this stage; I’d simply be 
pleased to explain what is involved and leave you to think about it. 

Geoffrey Long, Chronicle Co-ordinator  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

� All may not be lost, however. It has been suggested that, 
because the frame for the swings has a central support as well as 
supports at each end, it may be possible to consider it as two units 
instead of one!!! If we are able to confirm this we will happily 
order two new baby seats and have them fitted to the new frame. 

In the meantime, if you notice that I am getting thin on top, it is 
probably because I am pulling my hair out!!!  

Margaret welcomes you to 
for your next hair appointment 

40 ABINGDON ROAD - DRAYTON - Tel. (01235) 531140  
Mondays & Tuesdays & Saturdays 9.00am to 5.00 pm 

Wednesday closed all day 
Thursdays 9.00am to 6.00pm, Fridays 9.00am to 7.00pm 

Men's hair-dressing on Mondays, 6.30 to 8.00pm, when 
appointments aren't necessary, so why not call in?
Special rates for Pensioners and Free Car Parking 

NEED COMPUTER HELP? 
Home, home office, small business  

Repairs, Upgrades, Email/Internet connection issues, Anti-virus, Web-
site design, Installing new hardware or software, Networks, Broadband.

Tuition: Internet, Email, Scanning and Photo-enhancing, Spreadsheet, Word 
Processing, or simply a basic introduction to your computer any issue that 

prevents you getting the best from your PC. 
I can make it easy by offering tuition and guidance IN YOUR 

HOME or BUSINESS at a time to suit you.

Martin Underwood      01235 847104 or 07748 632563 
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CARPENTRY 
EXTENSIONS 

DECORATING 
FITTED KITCHENS AND WARDROBES 

TELEPHONE (01235) 531262 

BWILLIAMS
UILDERS EST. 1961

ST PETER’S CHURCH 
 

Priest-in-Charge: Vacancy 
Licensed Lay Minister: Dr Peter Barton .............................. 523702 
Churchwardens:  Mr Peter Cline................................ 530519 
 Mrs Sue Harris ............................... 848361 
Organist & Choirmaster: Mr Adrian Thompson.......... 01865 714801 

REGULAR SERVICES 
Sunday 8.00am Holy Communion   (CW - Traditional) 
 10.00am Sung Eucharist (CW) except 2nd Sunday when 

there is a non-Eucharist Family Service  
 6.00pm Evening Prayer (CW) 
Mon - Fri 8.15am Morning Prayer (CW) in the Lady Chapel 
Wednesday 10.30am Parents’ and Toddlers’ Service, (Pebbles) in 

 Church Room
Wednesday 6.00pm Evening Prayer (CW) in the Lady Chapel  
Thursday 9.30am Holy Communion (CW) in the Lady Chapel 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 
Sunday  10.00am  Sunday Pebbles and Rocks Church Room 
Monday 7.45pm Bellringing Practice  Bell Tower 
Alternate Fridays 6.30pm Choir Practice Church Room 
CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 
Tues 7th 3.00 pm First Tuesday Connections Church Room 
Sun 12th 6.30 pm St Peter’s UNLimited  Church Room 
Sun 19th 11.15 am Sale of Fair Trade goods Church 
Sun 19th 6.00 pm Carol Service Church 
Sat 31st 4:00 pm Wedding:  

Gary Worden to Charlotte Haywood   Church 
For our Christmas Services see the  notices in the Church porch  

All are welcome. 

PARISH REGISTER 
Funerals 
 25 October  David William Stanbridge 
 9 November Oliver Ernest John Bolton 
Burial of Ashes 
 12 November Geoffrey Oscar von Hoven 
 19 November Kenneth Frederick Weaver 

 
THERESA SCOTT TO BE AN HONORARY CANON 

Theresa Scott, formerly assistant priest at St Peter’s, has been 
appointed one of six new honorary canons of Christ Church 
Cathedral. Theresa was selected in recognition of her ministry here in 
Drayton and, subsequently, at Burchetts Green and for her 
contribution to non-stipendiary and women’s ministry. 

Bishop Richard said that Christ Church is looking forward to 
welcoming her and using her gifts further. Theresa will be 
installed in Christ Church at Evensong on 22 January 2005. 

YOU STAY - WE PRAY
28 Nov – 4 Dec High St.; Chiers Drive; Cheers Farm; Halls Cl. 

5 – 18 Dec Lockway; Whitehorns Way. 
19 – 25 Dec Cornville Road; Crabtree Lane; Lesparre Close. 

26 Dec – 1 Jan Drayton Rd; Milton Rd; New Cut Mill; Fisher Cl; 
Marcham Rd; Meads Cl; Rippington Ct; Stone Hill. 

 

HOW MANY SHOPPING DAYS TO CHRISTMAS? 

The number left as I write is thirty three, but by the time you read this 
it will be rather fewer. Perhaps you are now stuck into the shopping 
and if you have relatives in distant places you may already have sent 
some parcels off. If so, well done! But if you are anything like me 
there are still be important things to decide, like where to spend the 
festival. Is it their turn to come to us or are we due to go to them? And 
what about granny this year? We all know families are important but, 
my goodness, at times the negotiations can become complex, even 
impossible . No wonder some folk choose to go off to spend the 
holiday a long way away, on their own. And the cards: apparently we 
send more than any other nation. Did they send one to us last year and 
if not, shall we miss them out this time? Then caught up in the last 
minute rush for food drink and those special presents, we may forget 
and overload the ‘plastic’. In the end the angels’ announcement of 
peace and goodwill to all seems hollow as we arrive at the festival, 
with the kids over excited and ourselves just plain exhausted. No 
wonder there’s a danger of falling asleep in front of the telly on 
Christmas Day. It can all turn out be a bit of a mixed blessing, can’t 
it? 

Has it always been like this? Well, no. Very early on the Christian 
church didn’t even know the date of Jesus’ birth . But about 336 AD, 
25 December was chosen to remember this and to provide a Christian 
alternative to the Roman festival celebrating the unconquerable sun 
and during which by all accounts things could get a bit out of hand. 
The custom in this country of having a Christmas Tree is relatively 
recent. Although started in Germany as long ago as the 8th Century by 
Boniface, an English missionary it wasn’t until Prince Albert had one 
in Windsor Castle in the mid 1800s that the idea caught on here. And 
Christmas cards started about the same time. 

What a task it is to search for that ideal present. Something that will 
last, that doesn’t have batteries that need replacing frequently, that 
goes on being enjoyed and treasured. A pipe dream? Impossible? 
Funnily enough, no. It does exist and as the saying goes, like all the 
best things in life, amazingly, it’s free! What am I talking about? 

Why, it’s that peace those angels came to sing about, the peace 
Jesus Himself came to bring and to share with all who are willing to 
receive it; ‘The Peace of God that passes all Understanding’. 

Are you and I going to accept and enjoy it? It would be absolutely 
tragic if this Christmas we were to leave such a priceless, life-
changing gift unopened, ignored, still wrapped up under the tree. 

Peter Barton  

� � � � � � � � � �

Mrs Suzy Willis 
MCSP SRP 

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPIST 
Old Lodge, Henleys Lane 

Drayton, OX14 4HU 

Tel 01235 531269 
Please ring for an appointment 

SIMON MURRAY MPTA CGLI 
M.I.M.I.T. N.T.C. DIPLOMA 

Piano Tuning and Repairs 
by Qualified, Experienced 

Technician 
Most of Oxfordshire and 

Surrounding Areas Covered 
Please telephone 01235 525427 early evening 
or leave a message on the answer phone during the day
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BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastoral Co-Ordinator:- Roy Brown......................... 531296 

Home Visitor:- Mrs Norma Russell...…......531655 
 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 

5th December, 11.30am Family Service 
led by Janet Strong 

19th December, 6.00pm Carols and Readings 
speaker Larry Kavanagh 

Christmas Day, 10.30am Half-hour Family Service, led by 
Roy Brown and Janet Strong. 

There is no Sunday Service on 26th Dec. as this is Boxing Day 
Unfortunately there is no Nativity Play this year due to a 

shortage of young children in our church. Our young people who 
have always done the nativity story over many years have now 
grown up, which is a real shame. I myself love to see the Nativity 
Story played out each year. I would like to thank Edward and Lyd, 
Lisa, Sophie, Robyn, Sean and Isabella, for being 
shepherds, angels, wise men, and of course 
Joseph and Mary. They have all done this so very 
well over the years, thank you all very much.  

We at the Baptist Church would like to wish 
everyone in Drayton a very happy and peaceful 
Christmas, also A Happy New Year to all. 

 Janet Strong 

If anyone would like to come to church, and feels 
they do not want to come for the first time on 
their own, then we can arrange for one of the 
congregation to accompany you – Please ring Mrs 
Norma Russell on 531655.    
Come and join us every Sunday – we look forward to seeing you soon 

A.L.VICKERY & SON 
5, THE GREEN, DRAYTON,  OX14 4JA 

01235  531497 
COOKSHOP – HOUSEWARES – DIY 

ELECTRICAL TOOLS – GARDENING 
LOCKSMITHS – KEYS CUT WHILE YOU WAIT 
OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY,  9 to 5.30 

CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 
Park your car outside the Store 

If wishes really did come true, perhaps I'd be granted just a few. 
I'd wish peace would reign for evermore, no more fighting, no more war. 
 I'd wish no suffering from today, no pain for folk in anyway 
I'd wish a roof for everyone, no more homeless, no more slums 

SWEDE MADE UK Ltd 
We JUST Fit KITCHENS 

ALL Tiling, Electrics & Plumbing Included in the PRICE 
WE CAN MAKE YOU A KITCHEN, 

OR SIMPLY FIT ONE YOU’VE BOUGHT 
FOR A NO-OBLIGATION QUOTE 

TEL: 01865 864636 OR : 01865 863022 
Bradley Farm, Cumnor, OX2 9QU 

NEIGHBOURHOOD NEWS 
We extend a warm welcome to two young couples who recently 
moved into Drayton. 

Nicola and Terry, to Abingdon Road and 
Naomi and Vincent to Meads Close 

A warm welcome also to Steve and Karen Harvey, who have 
recently moved into Steventon Road. 
And to Mike and Barbara Coombes, who have 
moved from Didcot into Hilliat Field.  
And finally to the Lonsdale family: Jayne, Tim, 
Natalie, Emily, Zoe and Max, who have moved 
into Steventon Road from Abingdon. 
CONGRATULATIONS to Pansy Smith, of 
Steventon Road who became a great, great 
grandmother when her great granddaughter Carly 
and her partner Phil's baby Ethan Doyle was born 
on September 9th at Gloucestershire Royal 
Hospital. Carly is the daughter of ex-Drayton 
resident Adrian and Marina Smith. Ethan's great 

grandparents are Douglas and Pam Smith who live in Hilliat Fields 
and Jeff and Heather Doyle who live in Gloucester.  The picture 
shows Pansy, who is nearly 90, and great, great grandson Ethan, 
who was three days old when the picture was taken 
CONGRATULATIONS also to Mrs Hutchings, of Abingdon Rd, 
who was 80 on 28th November. 
And finally CONGRATULATIONS to five members of the 1st 
Drayton Brownies who have been successful in getting into next 
year’s Gang Show at the New Theatre in Oxford. This will be at 
the end of February/beginning of March 2005. The Brownies 
involved are:- Georgina Arnold, Holly Evans, Jessica Smith, Jade 
Neville and Jenessa Neville. Well done, every one of you – and 
have lots of fun! 
 

.

.

I'd wish there were no rich or poor, just an equal share for all, 
I'd wish there no sad hearts would be, or silent tears that none can see 
I’d wish the world was full of love, then God would be happy in His 
heaven above. 

Thomas & Jarvis Funeral Service
Proprietors :  M & J Didcock  

A Caring Independent Family Funeral Service  
A chapel of rest in the heart of the countryside  

29 Newlands Avenue 
 Didcot, OX11 8QA Memorials & Funeral 

Tel: 01235 510292 Plans arranged 
Fax: 01235 512789

Counselling/Therapy
Guidance and self-development 

Help and support with emotional and behavioural 
difficulties 

 

Children and Adults ------ English/French/Dutch 
For information /appointments please contact 

Muriel Lahor-Howard (Bsc, MBA)  
Tel: 523 379                 Mobile:07810 55 42 42 

WISHING  by Marguerite Kynnersley 
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ALL AROUND  
 

BOWLS CLUB ‘Roll up’  
At home - the Didcot Windows Competition was played to the 
semi-finals, with Bryn Jones, Norman Hopkins, Tony Wright and 
Jean Mullins going forward to play on Finals Day, December 5th. 
Away - at Sandown, Isle of Wight, the Drayton bowlers did 
magnificently well in all competitions. Doreen and Bryn Jones 
won the Singles KO, beating Margaret and John Goodacre in the 
final; Doreen and Bryn with Margaret and John won the Open 
Fours; while Doreen and Bryn (again!) with Jean and Tony 
Mullins won the Mixed Fours. 

The winners of the internal Handicap Pairs Competition were 
June Hyde and Barbara Carter. 

Jean and Tony Mullins have won through to the semi-finals of 
the County Pairs Championship. 

We have been joined on the past few Wednesday evenings by 
two young men (13 and 15 years old) from the village. They have 
become good bowlers and seem to fit in very well. If any others 
are interested new members are welcome to any or all of our 
sessions on Monday and Thursday afternoons and Wednesday 
evening. 

Any enquiries to our Chairperson, Doreen Jones. 
The Club’s Annual Dinner is on January 14th 2005 at Abingdon 

United Football Club – members, don't forget to book your seats 
early! 

DRAYTON PLAYERS Jean Hager 
Last month I promised to give more news about our music hall 
nights entertainment which was just about to happen at the time. I 
am very happy to report that we had a truly overwhelming and 
enthusiastic response to this venture and we thank all those who 
phoned or sent notes of appreciation to the group. We also thank 
all those who supported us in any way, including our great 
backstage gang, lighting, sound and front-of-house helpers. We 
also thank our audiences for entering so wholeheartedly into the 
singing and providing such great rapport with the performers and 
in many cases dressing up as we had encouraged them to do. 

For us it was such a fun-filled production, hard work but worth 
every bit of effort required to achieve its success. Our director and 
choreographer, Deirdre Jones, extracted the very best from us and 
we thank her for her patience and persistence – both of which were 
certainly needed at times! We really did celebrate our 40 years 
anniversary in the most happy and successful way possible. 

Now for something completely different. We are back to new 
words and new musical numbers in rehearsals for our February 
2005 offering, based on the legend of Boudicca, as told in the 
reminiscences of the Roman military leader Agricola. Quite an 
undertaking this but promising great things. 

We are going to need all the backstage staff we can get for this 
production, so anyone interested in set building, shifting, painting 
and the myriad of other support jobs is asked to contact Richard 
Webber on 534001 or 523374 for further details.�

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION.
Pearl Stanbridge 

It is with great sadness that I report the recent death of our long 
serving chairman – my husband David Stanbridge. 

Wishing all members and their families a very Happy Christmas 
and a peaceful New Year. 

The next committee meeting will be held on Monday 20 
December at 8pm. 

DRAYTON WIVES Margaret Long 
Those wives who attended our October meeting should be walking 
on air if they followed the rules given by our speaker, Angie 
Morris . It was all a lot of fun as well as being very informative. A 
quiz proved that we were all rather ignorant in factual knowledge 
about our feet, but we know more now. We learned something 
about the ailments that inflict our feet but the simple exercises to 
keep our feet supple are well worth doing. So, ladies, every 
morning scrunch your toes downwards five times and then spread 
your toes as wide as possible (takes a bit of practice, this!) – again 
five times – and you will keep your feet "happy". 

Our Christmas coffee evening on the 13th December is in the 
Caudwell Day Centre at 7 pm. Please note the earlier time. We 
shall again be indulging in sherry and mince pies – and don't 
forget a small wrapped gift worth about £1.50. We shall have a 
game or two and any party pieces are always very welcome. 

Committee members please note that we are having a meeting 
on the morning of the 13th of December at Gillian von Hoven's at 
10:30 am. 
Dates for your diary in December: - 
Mon 13th 7.00pm Christmas Coffee Evening  Caudwell D.C 
Mon 20th 7.15pm  Whist Trudi Buckner, Caudwell D.C 
and in January: - 
Mon 10th 10.30 COFFEE Jean Hager, 27 W’hornsWay. 
Mon 17th 7.15 WHIST Barbara  Carter. Caudwell D C 
Wed. 26th MEETING The Mitford Girls Norman Francis  

� As a party time is upon us again I should like remind you of our 
costume hire department which is now very extensive. The choice 
(for both adults and children) is enormous and our charges are 
very reasonable. The contact number for this service is 531425. 

Finally as we approach the Christmas season once again, the 
players wish everyone a happy time and all the good things in the 
new year 

RINGROSE TREE 
 SURGERY  

Arboricultural Contractors  
Established 10 years  

The Old Stables, Wick Hall, Radley,  Abingdon, Oxon OX14 3NF  
Tel: 01235 520667  

E–mail ringrose.trees @virgin.net 

GREENACRES DESIGN SERVICE

House extensions, Pub extensions,  
 Loft conversions, bar design and 
 interior design plans prepared for  
 all local authority approvals  

B G Purbrick  
6 Greenacres, Sutton Wick Lane, Drayton, Oxon.  OX14 4JU 

Tel:  01235 525218

Sutton Courtenay Chiropractic  
Chiropractic Biophysics (body physics) 
may be the answer to your headaches 
as well as neck, arm, back or leg pain 

S. A. M., an Australian invention, is a non-intrusive 
evaluation device which in minutes can reveal whether your spine 

 is likely to be the cause of your problems.
Phone 01235 848008 

19, The Nursery, Sutton Courtenay 
Spinal X-Ray facilities.        Abundant free parking.
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MORE OF YOUR LETTERS 
Dear Editor, 
I would like to say ‘thank you’ to all family and friends who 
attended my husband’s (Bryan Gibson) funeral at St Peters Church 
in July. There were so many guests I did not have time to thank 
you all personally for your visits, calls and prayers for Bryan over 
the years.  

I would also like to thank one very special lady, The Reverend 
Dorothy Derrick, who’s sincere love and kindness towards Bryan 
& myself truly helped us over a very difficult year.   

Finally you will be pleased to know that your kind donations 
helped raise over £1000 towards 2 special charities, The Sir 
Michael Sobell House Hospice, and The Wishes & Dreams 
Charity … Bryan would have been so proud. 
Sincere ‘Thank you’s’ once again. Ann Gibson 

Dear Editor, 
I wish to extend my sincere and grateful thanks to all who have 
sent me cards and messages of condolence on the loss of my 
husband David and also for donations to the Renal Unit and the 
Royal British Legion 

Thanks also to all who attended his funeral, and how priviledged 
we were to have Dorothy back to conduct such a memorable 
service – my heartfelt thanks to her for coming back to do this one 
last thing for David – he would have been proud. 

The visits made by friends were always appreciated and I want 
you all to know the kindness shown to us will never be forgotten. 
Yours sincerely,     Pearl Stanbridge 

Dear Editor, 
Another year has passed and people have been asking about 
Natasha, who has been much healthier this year, with no 
operations and her convulsions few and far between. During the 
past few weeks, however, she has had a series of mini convulsions 
but as she is now more articulate she can tell us when one is 
coming on. She can now chat away using quite long sentences but 
we have to be patient while she slowly says what she wants to say. 

At the moment PACE is trying to raise £20,000 to build a new 
nursery class. This year so many people in Drayton have worked 
for PACE and Derek and I, Clare and Jeremy and everyone at 
PACE are so grateful. Thank you so much to the WI for their 
monthly bring-and-buy coffee mornings for PACE. 

PACE is expensive to run because all the staff are highly trained 
and give so much one-to-one service. Thank you one and all for 
your support for these special children at PACE. 
Yours sincerely, Judy Henman 

Dear Editor, 
I would like to thank the people of part of Abingdon Road and 
Sutton Wick for their kind donations towards the collection for the 
Marie Curie Cancer charity. We raised a total of £27.00. 

I would also like to thank my daughters, Lauren and Emily for 
helping with the envelope deliveries. 
Yours sincerely, Julie Brown 

 

MORE ALL AROUND 
 
DRAYTON W.I. Doreen Buckland  
At our November meeting we had an interesting talk and film 
show given by Mrs Laelia Austin from Wantage, on her visit to 
Havard University, Boston, U.S.A., where she discovered the 
making of "Glass Flowers". 

Apparently, a family from Prague first made them in the 15th 
century. In 1870 it was introduced to Havard, when they started to 
make glass flowers, insects, fruits and blossom where every detail 
was perfect. 

In October several members visited Chilton Garden Centre for 
their Christmas open evening. 

The coffee mornings held in the Cauldwell Centre have been 
successful in raising over £100. This money will all go to the 
charity P.A.C.E. The next coffee morning will be on Saturday 4th 
December from 10-30 to 12 noon. There will be a bring and buy 
stall, mince pies and a raffle. Please come and help us raise more 
money for this worthwhile charity. 

On November 12th we held a Quiz Evening. Seventeen teams 
took part and a total of £277 was raised for the new children's 
hospital in Oxford. We thank all the teams for their support. 
The Cup winners from our Cook, Grow and Sew event held in 
September were: 

W.I. Cup: D Buckland Debney Cup: I Moyland 
Red Lion Cup: G Bird Mary Bisby Cup: J Henman 
Fidler Cup: D Buckland Charlie Mudford Cup: I Moylan 
Louisa Vase: J Henman Chrislook Medallion: G Bird. 
Glad Tinson Cup: V Cross Playgroup Cup: Conner Gilogley. 
Bames Rose Bowl: J Henman Goddard Cup: Oliver Wright. 
Caudwell Cup: G Mitchell  

HOME HELPERS CARE  
ESTABLISHED SINCE 1993 

22 HIGH STREET DRAYTON OX14 4JL  
� PROVIDING     �

FULL CARE & DOMESTIC SERVICES  
DAY & NIGHT SITTING   

SOCIAL VISITS & MORE 
CALL THE TEAM FOR MORE INFORMATION ON 

TEL 01235 550202       FAX 01235 533233 

GARDEN RESCUE 
FENCING, LAWN MAINTENANCE & TURFING 

PAVING & PATIOS 
All aspects of gardening & landscaping covered by our 

fully trained, insured professionals 
FREE QUOTATIONS  

CALL:   A.M. NEWMAN on 01865 739621  
or 07730870035 

B&B

Benton & Bryan
Renovation & Maintenance Services 
• 24 hour plumbing service 
• Loft conversions, extensions, brickwork etc. 
• Plastering, decorating, carpentry, electrics etc. 
• Commercial or private 
• All work to a high standard     

Tel: Steventon 01 235 832 513;    Mobile: 07 905 386 150
Email: suzanne.benton@btopenworld.com 

GAS BOILER SERVICE
EMERGENCY & BREAKDOWNS 

CORGI REGISTERED 
GAS -- OIL -- SOLID FUEL 

Heating Systems Installed 
Bathrooms and all Plumbing Requirements 

M. S. LALLY 
Tel: 01235 848592     Mobile: 07967 015065 
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COUNCIL REPORTS:1 
DISTRICT COUNCIL Graham Ash 
Barton Garage Planning Application 

An application for 13 dwellings was held before the Development 
Control Committee on 8th November. Just to remind you, 
permission was granted as long ago as year 2000 for 9 dwellings; 
this increased to 11 by May 2004. Now the applicant, Bowers 
Mapson want to insert front facing dormer windows giving the 
property at the front the appearance of a three story building. The 
committee refused the application, but only just, following 
presentations by the Parish Council chairman and myself. 

Abingdon Integrated Transport System Update (Abits) 

One of the better features of the Abits project was the requirement 
for a full interchange on the A34 at Lodge Hill. This would 
certainly help alleviate some of the traffic problems in the town 
centre and would hopefully make exit easier to access the A34 by 
Tesco’s. I have since learnt that, despite telling you last month 
there was all party support at the Full Council of the Vale District 
council for this interchange, it has not been accepted by the 
Conservative Executive member on the Oxfordshire County 
Council responsible for these matters. It does not make the 
planning process easy when different opinions are held by the 
same political party at different council levels. 

Result of By-election in the Vale 

The Lib Dems increased their number of councillors to 30 
following the November by-election in Wantage. The election 
arose from the resignation of a Conservative Councillor in order to 
become the Party Political candidate for Colne Valley for the next 
General Election. Whilst having wished her every success in her 
new challenge, I was surprised to learn that she has since resigned 
this position, due to her being victimised by the local Conservative 
party, according to one of the Sunday papers  

 Council Tax  

The Vale of White Horse District council has the eighth lowest 
rates in the UK. The Lib Dems have worked effectively to manage 
successfully the finances of the council. Now the early rounds of 
the budget for the year 2005/2006 are starting. Whilst the LD 
Councillors and Vale staff are examining ways to minimise costs, 
I would like to give you the opportunity to help in this process to 
try to keep costs to a minimum. Please let me have your 
suggestions by either phoning me on 07817220736 or writing to 
me at the Vale at Abbey House, Abingdon OX14 3JE. 

One problem all councils find is that, as in previous years, the 
Labour government is passing over additional work and 
responsibilities without adequate funding, sometimes without any 
funding at all.  

Licensing Changes (1) 

The Licensing Act 2003 transfers all licensing functions from the 
Magistrates courts to District councils. These responsibilities 
cover the prevention of crime and disorder, public safety, the 
prevention of public nuisance and the protection of children from 
harm. Licence holders will be required to operate their premises in 
a way to support these duties. Before the requirements of the new 
Act are implemented, the Vale has to prepare a comprehensive 
licensing policy and consult widely with Parish and town councils, 
the licensing trade, the general public and all interested stake 
holders. A draft will soon be published to interested parties and 
will also be available on the Council’s website.  

Licensing Changes (2) 

The old adage “if it ain’t broken don’t mend it” has been ignored. 
Licensing decisions once made by the Magistrates will shortly 
become the responsibility of the District Councils. Why the  

HOMOEOPATHY PRACTICE 
IN DRAYTON 

Homoeopathy is a gentle, holistic form of healing, 
suitable for adults and children alike. 

It can improve most ailments and enhance your 
sense of well-being and general health. 

For more information/appointments please ring: 
Janet Manning. (BA, MA, LCCH) 01235 527603 

change? A crafty move by the Chancellor needs to be exposed. 
The cost of the Magistrates Court comes under the Treasury and is 
paid out of general taxation. The cost of administering the law will 
now fall on the district council and will be paid out of the council 
rates. A neat little manoeuvre! The Treasury reduces costs and the 
district councils increase costs. The costs will have to be passed 
onto the council rate payers. Another example of Stealth tax to add 
to the long list.  

Sutton Wick Liaison Meeting 

This meeting was held in October to discuss the possible impact of 
two planning applications relating to local sand and gravel 
extraction and one application to convert the present landfill gas 
into electricity. The main concern was an increase in lorry 
movements with the mineral extraction. Mr. J. Curtis assured the 
meeting that the two applications were only made because of the 
impact of the Sustrans cycle track and the proposed route of the 
Wilts and Berks canal to existing approved plans. There was much 
vocal concern over the third application - from Renewable Power 
Systems. Whilst it was welcomed that the landfill gas would be 
put to better use, issues arose over the noise of the generator and 
residue gases. The spokesman from RPS explained how these 
would be minimised, but there was still some unrest. 
Arrangements are being made for this application to be heard by 
the full planning and regulations committee in January.   

Health Cover 

Just a reminder that if your GP surgery is closed, you will need to 
dial 0845-345-8995 from now on. You will be passed through to 
medical assessors, not qualified doctors who will determine the 
action required.  

Gambling Bill or Do You Want A Casino In Your Area? 

The bill seeks to modernise gambling laws, so we are told. It will 
enable district councils to allow new casinos to open up across the 
UK. The government is suggesting casino operators may wish to 
make some “contribution” to the council’s coffers to help get their 
application approved. Whilst the government is saying that this 
will only lead to about forty more casinos across the country, the 
scope of opportunities does not support this. The local government 
association group is trying to persuade the government to give the 
councils the power to refuse new casinos and to build in 
safeguards over whether gambling premises might create public 
nuisance.  

Christmas Greetings 

May I wish you all a Very Happy Christmas and New Year. A 
special mention of thanks and cheer to all the people who have 
worked hard to ensure the Drayton Chronicle appears each month. 
We are very fortunate to have such an excellent newspaper.  

 And Finally……  

The next surgery will be held at 9.00am at the Village Hall on 
Saturday December 4th. I look forward to meeting any Drayton 
residents who wish to come along and discuss their concerns. The 
surgery thereafter will be on the first Saturday in February. 
Regards  Grahame Ash 
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COUNCIL REPORTS:2 
PARISH COUNCIL  Daniel Scharfe 
Notes on the meeting held on 1st November  2004. 

Once again a resident asked the Council for support, this time to 
check that the electricity generator powered by landfill gas at 
Sutton Wick would not cause problems from air pollution or noise.  
The County Council are being asked to provide assurances that 
this plant will not give rise to problems.  Apparently there are 
already a couple of larger generators working at Sutton Courtenay 
without any apparent problems.  

The Parish Council has been concerned for some time about the 
condition of the memorial on the Millennium Green and is hoping 
to receive details of the Millennium Green Trust’s plans very 
shortly. 

The County Council have responded to a PC request for 
renewing our road signs and this should be happening throughout 
the village.  

The first instalment from the Didcot Integrated Transport 
Strategy will be “Village Gateway Treatments” comprising 
coloured road markings, bollards and signs.  The PC has been 
asked for its opinion but as comments are required by the end of 
November, before the next meeting of the Council, those 
interested in the detail will have to catch up with the plan as it 
does the rounds or contact Mike Wasley at OCC by email on 
mike.wasley@oxfordshire.gov.uk. The PC would like to have 
copies of any comments made directly to the OCC. 

The attention of the P.C. has been brought to vegetation 
overhanging footpaths.  Could everybody responsible for hedges, 
bushes and trees bordering the highway/footpath, make sure that 
these are well trimmed back so as not to cause an obstruction or 
blocking sight lines for cars at junctions or private drives.* 

Finally, I attended (not in capacity a parish councillor) the 
Examination in Public into the Oxfordshire Structure Plan and 
caught the end of a debate in the about the A34 when development 
at Didcot and Bicester was being discussed.  It seems that the 
Highways Agency have a brief to say that although the road may 
appear to be close to capacity, this should not prevent growth in 
the A34 corridor as there is scope for drivers to behave 
responsibly and use the road less. It is uncertain whether the spare 
road capacity will be created by voluntary behaviour or through 
coercion, but it seems that homes are going to be put before roads. 

Apologies to those who expressed an interest in a village plan.  
Preparation of a village plan will continue and anybody else who 
is interested should contact me (rippington@waitrose.com, 01235 
531107, but time is needed to work out the next step. 

We hope to see residents with any issues to raise about the 
village, or to just come and watch, at the next meeting on Monday, 
6th December at the Caudwell Day Centre at 7.45pm. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
* Being over six feet tall and with little natural protection at my 

summit, and finding by experience that scratches from holly, rose 
and conifer are particularly painful, I thoroughly support this 
request and make a plea for a clearance of at least 2 metres when 
trees and shrubs overhang the footpaths. Ed. 

DRAYTON’S FOOTPATH NAMES 
It has been suggested that it would be helpful if some of the most 
frequently used paths and bridleways in Drayton could be named. 
At present they are all designated by numbers on official county 
maps, not a user-friendly method for village residents.  

There may be people who have lived in Drayton for very many 
years who remember old names that used to be given to some of 
the paths. If anyone does please could they contact me, on 
Abingdon 559454) or any member of the Parish Council?  

Already Love Lane, which is the path joining High Street to 
Gravel Lane, has been labelled and it would be good if others 
could be also, especially those in the village itself.   
 Jenny Pooley  

Chair - Parish Council Rights of Way Working Group 

 

MORE ON TELEPHONE SCAMS 
I apparently am not alone in receiving recorded calls from an 
avuncular, friendly and persuasive chap, saying that he was 
ringing to urge me “to claim the prize I had won a Jaguar car or 
weekend in New York, etc by ringing 090........” Remembering 
Tony Holmes’ advice of a couple of months ago I ignored the 
suggestion. 

The call reminded me of a document that I had ordered from 
British Telecom some time ago. The thirteen tightly packed A4 
pages list the charges for over 1,400 number pre-fixes for calls 
made from a private land-line phone to various so-called "non 
geographical" numbers, i.e. those not starting with 01 or 02.  

Almost 400 numbers with 07... prefixes are listed – covering, 
mobile phones – and the cost can be anything from free to 50 ppm 
(pence per minute), most hovering around 20ppm. 

About 225 number groups start with 08.... , laughably called 
‘Freephone’ numbers (BT’s own quotes). For these the charges 
range from the long-standing, and only, free 0800... up to prefix 
0871 597...., costing 37.5 ppm. 

The numbers to be watched are the nearly 600, aptly named, 
Premium Rate Service, with the 09... prefix. Charges range from a 
few pence to £1.50 per minute but, short of consulting the list I 
know of no way of easily finding the charge for a given number. 

If you care about how much phoning costs, call BT on 0800 800 
891 to order a copy of ‘The Price of Calls to Specialised Numbers 
for Residential Customers’ and be aware of the costs you phone. 

 Geoffrey Long 

Property Maintenance &
Improvement Services 

All types of work under taken 
 Help with ongoing DIY projects. 
•We Project-Manage your insurance claim on your behalf, dealing 
with loss adjusters, sorting all repairs & settling the claim. 
•Unlock your property's full potential with our qualified Chartered 
Engineer, plans drawn & dealing with the local authority. 
•Reliable & guaranteed service, Using competent tradesmen 

For free consultation & estimate please call 01235 847012 

24 Hour personal service 
 Dedicated chapel of rest 
 Pre-paid plans available 
 Full range of memorials supplied 
 

“An Independent family funeral service” 

Tonks Brothers 
Funeral Directors 

131 Ock Street, Abingdon, OX14 5DL
Tel: 01235 539444 

Darren Hudson 
Home & Garden Maintenance 

� Painting and Decorating 
� Handyman 

Lights, Taps, Doors, Shelving 
 Furniture Assembly 
 Tiling etc. Call me on 
� Fencing, Decking, Paving  01235 559558 
� Man & Man Mobile 07985 241510�
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DRAYTON SCHOOL 
Claire Soper  

Everyone's thoughts and activities in school at the moment are 
very much focused on Christmas. This month's school value is 
PEACE, which seems extremely appropriate for the time of year. 
Let's hope that the children absorb this really well in the run up the 
Festive Season!! 

I'll start with some DIARY DATES: 
The School Plays will take place on Tuesday 14th December, 

with a matinee and evening performance, and on Wednesday 15th 
December with an evening performance. Tickets are available 
from the school office. 

The Christmas Carol Service will take place on the last day of 
term which is Friday 17th December at 1.30pm. Please do come 
and join us for this special event. 

The Reception and Year One class have been learning about the 
Muslim festivals of Ramadan and Eid. The children made cards 
and had a party. The Year One and Year Two children have visited 
St. Peter's Church to look at the War Memorial as part of their 
topic about Remembrance Day. All the children will be learning 
about Advent and the Christmas Story. Indeed the Lower Unit 
play is entitled "Are we nearly there yet?" and retells the story 
afresh through the eyes of children travellers. The younger ones 
have been busy practising the songs. I'm always amazed at how 
they all remember the words so well! 

Thank you to everyone who supported the cake sale on 12th 
November, this raised the magnificent total of £79.50 (!) which 
will go directly to Miss Stenzhorn and Mrs Raven to buy extra 
resources for the classroom 

The Middle Unit have been learning about Divali, making 
mendhi patterns and diva lamps. As part of their topic about 
"Weather Around the World" the children have recently enjoyed 
constructing a Travel Agent’s office. They have had fun role-
playing as customers and sending each other on trips! 

There is lots of activity, too, linked to the Christmas production, 
with everyone practicing hard to perfect their Native American 
Indian dance. The Upper Unit have just returned from a very 
enjoyable week long trip to Yenworthy, accompanied by Mrs 
Higgs and Mrs Whiting, more news and stories of this next month. 
They too have been contributing to this years Christmas 
production, which is "The Snow Queen", including painting 
scenery. Some of the children will be taking part in the annual 
Carol Service at St Helen's Church . A reminder to everyone that 
the school’s web site is currently being updated so do please have 
a look! By logging on at www. drayton-pri.oxon.sch.uk you will be 
able to view pictures and read about events that have taken place.  

FINALLY a very HAPPY CHRISTMAS and PEACEFUL 
NEW YEAR from us all at Drayton School and HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS! ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺

The new term starts on Wednesday 5th January. 

 � � � � �

WOODEN SPOON RECIPE NO. 5 
Lois Rennells 

 

Christmas Cheer Mull 
from Christmas 1970 

1 bottle red wine 
3 tablespoons clear honey 
good pinch cinnamon powder 
1 orange studded with cloves 
1 pint boiling water 
1 miniature bottle or 3 – 4 tablespoons brandy. 

Heat wine, honey and cinnamon with orange. Stir well.  
Add boiling water and just before serving stir in the brandy. 

At the bottom of the recipe there is a note that says ‘Makes 12 
glasses at approximately 1 shilling (5 pence) per glass’!

PROFESSIONAL  
 GARDEN  

 SERVICES 
 Stephen R. 
 Matthews 

133, Kynaston Road, 
 Didcot,  
 Oxfordshire  
 OX11 8HB 
 

All aspects of work undertaken, including 
• Garden clearance and restoration. 
• Fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning. 
• Hedgecutting, 
• Rockeries and turfing, 
• Trellis and pergolas 

Telephone 01235 813598.   Mobile 0771 864 6698 
 

Holiday Villa to Let 
 Near Calis Beach, Fethiye, 
 TURKEY 

This well equipped villa is one of 12 set round a lovely swimming pool. 
It has four air-conditioned bedrooms and can sleep seven in comfort. 

Prices range from £200 to £360 per week, from April to October. 
If you would like a brochure please contact – 

Iain Stuart on 01235 531474  or  IainStuart@btconnect.com 

House rewires  Garden power and lighting 
 Lighting  Showers 
 Storage Heaters  Telephone extensions 
 Socket Extensions Inspection and Testing 

J Mansfield 
Electrical Services 

07 951 733 457           01235 847 072 
All work carried out to IEE 16th Edition Regulations 

BS7671:2001 Qualified 

W.  J.  TAYLOR  &  SONS 
FORGE GARAGE 

HIGH STREET, DRAYTON 
Nr. ABINGDON, OXON OX14 4JW  

SUN Tuning 
Car,  M/C  &  3-Wheeler 

M.O.T.  WHILE  YOU  WAIT  
CAR  -  Service and Repairs

VINTAGE ROLLS-ROYCE WEDDING HIRE 
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LET’S GET RECYCLING IN 2005
 

RECYCLE YOUR CHRISTMAS CARDS . . . 
Last year Christmas Card recycling reached an all time high, a 
staggering 45 million Christmas cards (883 tonnes of card) was 
recycled. This year WH Smiths and Tesco will be working again 
with the Woodland Trust by providing recycling containers for 
Christmas cards. Since the scheme was launched six years ago, a 
quarter of a billion cards have been recycled. 

Besides reducing the amount of waste going to landfill the 
scheme also raises funds to help the Woodland Trust to continue 
its work in protecting what is left of the UK’s ancient woodland 
and in creating new native woodland for future generations.   

Wastewatch suggests that by recycling 883 tonnes of Christmas 
cards last year the savings achieved were: 

• 15,000 trees  
• 6 million gallons of water saved 
• 4 million kwh less electricity used 
• emissions of carbon dioxide reduced by 17,660 lbs and 

of nitrogen by 35,000 lbs  
So don’t forget to take your cards down to Tesco or WH Smiths 

this January between 31st December 2004 and 9th January 2005 

. . . AND YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE 
The Vale of White Horse District Council will be providing 
facilities at the following location to enable real Christmas trees to 
be recycled after Christmas. You can take them along between  

31st Dec 2004 and  9th Jan 2005 
to the Drayton Recycling Centre and your old tree will be turned 
into chippings for mulch for use on the parks throughout the Vale.  

Wyevale Garden Centres, off A34 at Chilton and at South 
Hinksey and Millets Garden Centre, A415 at Frilford also will 
have recyling facilities between the same dates.. 

 

Glenn & Janet welcome you 
11:30 – 2:30  &  6:00 – 11:00 Monday to Thursday  

11:30 – 2:30  &  5:00 – 11:00 Friday  
Open all day Saturday & Sunday 

Come and try our delicious home cooked lunches 
Monday to Saturday 

Enjoy dining in traditional pub surroundings or, weather permitting, in 
our beautiful garden, complete with children’s play area.

Now serving evening meals.... 
....Monday to Friday, 6pm to 8pm 

Senior Citizen discount 20%, lunchtimes Monday – Thursday 
For party bookings or enquiries  

phone 01235 531457 
 

Going Away?  

Reluctant to put upon the neighbours again? Keyminders will visit your home, 
pamper & feed pets, water plants & check security. We are fully insured, caring 

professionals. 
Tel: 01235 520290   email: info@keyminders.co.uk 

NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS 
Please help the Vale to recycle more in 2005. The target is to 
recycle 25% of household waste. Everyone in Drayton can help by 
always placing the following things in the Green Box rather than 
in the dustbin. 

Newspapers Aerosol Cans 
Magazines Plastic Bottles 
Junk Mail Aluminium Foil (clean) 
Catalogues Clothing (in good condition) 
Food Cans (clean) Car Batteries (place beside box) 
Drinks Cans Shoes (in good condition) 
Mobile Phones  
Telephone Directories (no Yellow Pages) 
Glass Bottles and Jars (all colours) 
Batteries (place in small clear bag) 

BUT PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE  
Christmas Wrapping Paper 
Christmas Cards -please take these to a Waste Recycling     
Centre, Tesco’s or WH Smith’s.-see previous column 

‘WORLD IN SIGHT’ APPEAL  
Older people in developing countries often have to continue 
working to survive. World in Sight aims to help by providing them 
with spectacles, enabling them to continue taking an active part in 
every day life in their community.  

How World in Sight works The spectacles you donate are sorted, 
cleaned and graded using computerised equipment. They then 
arrange for them to be delivered to ophthalmic clinics all over the 
world, where opticians match the spectacles to their own patients.  

Where do they send the glasses? Spectacles are sent to 
ophthalmic projects in many developing countries, such as: Brazil, 
Burundi, India, Kenya, Sri Lanka, Tanzania  

What kind of spectacles do they need?, Basic reading glasses 
and those used to correct milder forms of long or short-
sightedness. 

 Broken metal frames that can’t be repaired can be sent to be 
smelted. The resulting income helps cover the appeal's overheads 
such as packaging and air freight costs.  

How can I help the World In Sight Appeal? Take your old 
glasses to any Dollond & Aitchison branch or to any Help the 
Aged shop.  
Your help will make a real difference to someone's everyday life.  
 

REFUSE & RECYCLING COLLECTIONS 
over Christmas and New Year 

For the holiday period covering Christmas 2004 and New Year 
2005 the following arrangements will apply for the collection of 
both refuse and Green Box recycling:- 
 

Normal Collection Day Will be collected on 
Tuesday 28th December Thursday 30th December 

Thursday 30th December Tuesday 4th January 
Tuesday 4th January Friday 7th January 

Thursday 6th January Monday 10th January 
Tuesday 11th January Thursday 13th January 

Thursday 13th January Saturday 15th January 
Tuesday 18th January Wednesday 19th January 

Thursday 20th January Friday 21st January 



December 2004 – page 12 

DRAYTON DIARIES        
 

DIARY FOR DECEMBER 
All events held in Drayton Hall unless otherwise stated 

To book Drayton Hall ring 531501 To call the Hall ring 528686 
Sat 4 9.00 am Councillor  G Ash Surgery (until 10.00am) 
Sat 4  Private Party 
Sun 5 7.30 pm Candlelight Carol Service 
Mon 6 7.45 pm Parish Council Meeting Caudwell Day Centre 
Fri 10  Private Party 
Sun 19 11.15 am Fair Trade Stall St Peter’s Church  
Sun 12  Toddlers’ Christmas Party 
Tue 14 pm & ev Drayton School Plays Drayton School 
Wed 15 evening Drayton School Plays Drayton School 
Fri 16  1.30 pm Drayton School Carols Drayton School 
Sat 18  Wedding  
Sun 19 6.00 pm Carols and Readings Baptist Church 
Sun  19 6.00 pm Carol Service  St Peter’s Church 
Fri 31 8.00 pm New Year’s Eve Party – see page 3 
and dates for January  
Mon 10 9.15 am Chronicle Lottery Deadline Vickery’s  
Mon 10 5.15 pm Chronicle Copy Deadline Vickery’s 
Fri 14  Bowls Club Dinner Ab United FC 

SURGICAL CHIROPODIST 
M.S.S.Ch., M.B.Ch.A. 

HOME VISITS 

....ooooo.... 
APPOINTMENTS 

Mrs Hazel MOODEY, 48 Hanney Road, 
Steventon.   Tel. (01235) 834093 

HAVE YOU TRIED OUR FREE RANGE EGGS?
SUTTON COURTEN AY 

MIL TON  

DRAYTON 

STEVENTON  

BROOK FARM 

Brook Farm, Milton Road 

OPENING HOURS 
Mon to Sat - 9.00am to 1.00pm   Except Friday 9.00am to 6.00pm 

FREE RANGE EGGS,  & POTATOES (if available) 
Our own lamb available May to December 

CLOCK REPAIRS 
AND  RESTORATION 

DAVID N. BENN 
Fellow, British Horological Institute 

4 Latton Close, Chilton, Oxon. OX11 0SU 
Telephone (01235) 834303 

FREE ESTIMATES, COLLECTION & DELIVERY 

REGULARLY OCCURRING EVENTS 
Weekly in Drayton Hall unless stated otherwise 

MONDAYS  
9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 
1.30 pm Afternoon Social Caudwell Day Centre 
2.00 pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours)  
5.45 pm Beavers (Boys / girls, 6–8 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon Hall 
7.00 pm Scouts (Boys / girls, 8-10 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon Hall 
7.00 pm Badminton (Private Group) 
7.00 pm Keep Fit 
7.15 pm Drayton Wives Whist (3rd Monday)  Caudwell DC 
7.30 pm Youth Club (until 9.30pm)   
7.30 pm Senior Table Tennis, League (for 2 hours) School 
7.45 pm Bell-ringing (for 1½ hours) St Peter’s  

TUESDAYS 
9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 
9.30 am Parent and Toddler Group  
1.45 pm  Drayton Art Group (until 4 pm) Caudwell Day Centre 
3.00 pm  Junior Netball (for 1 hour) School 
3.00 pm First Tuesday Connections (First Tuesday in month)Church Rm 
6.00 pm  Ladies’ Netball (for 1 hour) School 
7.30 pm Senior League Table Tennis School 

WEDNESDAYS 
9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 

10.30 am Parent and Toddler Service Church Room 
2.00 pm  Whist – now each week Caudwell Day Centre 
2.00 pm  Drayton Wives (Last Wednesday in the month) 
2.15 pm  Badminton 
6.15 pm  Brownies  
6.00 pm Evening Prayer St Peter’s Lady Chapel 
6.15 pm Cubs (Boys / girls, 8–9 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon Hall 
7.00 pm Junior Table Tennis, Age 9+ (for 1 hour) School 
7.00 pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours) 
7.30 pm  Bingo Session Caudwell Day Centre 
8.00 pm Senior Table Tennis School 

THURSDAYS 
9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 
9.30 am Holy Communion St Peter’s Lady Chapel 
9.30 am  Parent & Toddler Group 
9.50 am  Mobile Library (Fortnightly, for 20 min) Haywards Rd 

10.15 am  Mobile Library (Fortnightly, for 20 min) The Green Car Pk 
2.00 pm  Darby & Joan Club Caudwell Day Centre 
2.00 pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours) 
3.00pm First Tuesday Connections St Peters 
4.00 pm Dancing Classes (3 to 6 years).  Tel: 764433 
6.30 pm  8/12 Club (1st & 3rd Thursday in the month) School 
7.45 pm  Women’s Institute Meeting (2nd Thursday) 
8.00 pm  Sequence Dancing – Tel: 531701 
8.00 pm Wilt/Berks Canal Group (3rd Thursday) Caudwell DC 

FRIDAYS 
9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     Sch’l Ground Bldg 

11.00 am The Friday Club (to 3.30) 202466  Caudwell Day Centre 
6.30pm Choir Practice (Alternate Fridays) St Peter’s 

SUNDAYS  
8.00 am  Holy Communion  St Peter’s 

10.00 am  Sung Eucharist (Family Service 2nd Sunday) St Peter’s 
11.30 am  Family Time Baptist Church 

6.00 pm  Evening Worship Baptist Church 
6.00 pm Evening Prayer St Peter’s 

DISCLAIMER This Journal is published in all good 
faith and every care is taken in its compilation. The organisers of 
the Drayton Chronicle, and its agents, therefore accept no 
responsibility for opinions expressed, nor for the validity of any 
advertisement, nor for any effects arising whatsoever from the 
publication. 

Printed by Oliver & Son, Printers, 11A West Way, Botley, Oxford 
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