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MANOR FARM in the1950s 
Celia Haddon 

In l951 my father Darby Haddon bought Manor Farm, Drayton, 
near Abingdon, in what was then Berkshire. It was 800 acres of 
mixed arable and milking, stretching from the village of 
Drayton to the village of Marcham.  

He kept a mixed herd of cows with everything from 
shorthorns to Friesians. On these he put a Hereford bull. There 
used to be two bulls, kept up near Marcham Mill when they 
were not running with the cows. One was safe. The other was 
so dangerous that it wore a wooden head shield, that meant its 
head was permanently weighed down to near grass level. That 
way it was unlikely to get its head up to charge. 

He milked his cows with a mechanical milker which could do 
half a dozen cows at once. This was moved with the cows into 
the fields in summer then back into the yards with them in 
winter. Charlie Mugford and Wilfred Bond were his cowmen.  

By this stage he was using tractors and combine harvesters, 
not horses. He was bailing straw, not stooking it -- though he 
occasionally stooked some oats for feed. A couple of cart 
horses, a Suffolk punch called Blossom and a grey roan of 
indeterminate breed called Ballroughboyne (from the Irish area 
where she had been bought) drew a milk float.  

On the farm he employed a foreman, a full-time mechanic, 
two cattle men for milking, and probably about four or five 
more workers. Inside the house were two daily women and a 
daily cook who did lunch and made cakes for tea. There was 
also a pensioner who shined the shoes and did odd jobs. 

He bought seven terraced houses in the village (with sitting 
tenants) for £200 as tied houses. He was one of the first farmers 
to use silage. He grew several fields of lucerne, a kind of blue 
clover of greater height than ordinary clover. The first year he 
stacked the grass in heaps using molasses on it to ferment it.  

The smell was awful and people in the village complained. 
They got up a petition. 

 

The cattle overwintered in the farm yard eating the silage and 
also some hay, which was stacked in the large barn opposite the 
village green, now made into houses. 

Shopping was done on account. Goods were ordered,  
delivered, and paid for at the end of the month. There was an 
account with the grocer's shop in Drayton and one with the 
butcher in Steventon. Bread was delivered. Fruit and vegetables 
came weekly from Sutton Courtenay. The only shop where we 
paid cash was Colletts, the sweet shop that also sold children's 
toys, and Winters post office which also sold sweets.  

The occasional Sikh came round with a pedlar's pack trying 
to sell material. Female gypsies came selling clothes pegs made 
of two pieces of wood spliced together. A tramp came for two 
or three years and slept in the barn in return for work. 

It was in the field next to the farm we held the fete which 
celebrated the end of rationing – with a ration book in 
fireworks that burned up. Earlier I remember a special tea for 
children held in the village hall with lots of substantial fish-
paste and jam sandwiches, small jellies and far less cake than 
there would be nowadays. Rationing meant that the sandwiches 
had to be made with margarine! The fete to celebrate the 
coronation of our current Queen was also held in the farm field. 
There were rather simple sports – ducking for apples, three 
legged races, sack races.  

Now houses are going to cover the field nearest to the farm. I
hope they leave just a little green space for people to enjoy.

Milton Craft Fair
Saturday 3rd December 

Milton Methodist Church Hall 

Opening times 11 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Set up for stallholders from 9 a.m. 

For more details and to book a table contact 
Kay Davies  01235 204184
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COMING CHRONICLES 
 The November Chronicle will be available for distribution to Area 
Agents on Friday, October 28th, from Helen Brasington, 1, Cheers 
Farm, (534045), who should be contacted by any Agents requiring 
copies additional to their allocation. 

The Editor will be Geoffrey Long, Aeolian House, Chiers Drive 
(531321) .  Contributions may be e-mailed (see below), or placed in 
the Chronicle letter box, outside Vickery’s store on Drayton Green,    

NO  LATER than 5.15 pm on Monday, October 17th  2005. 
 

After this deadline, only items of the utmost urgency may be 
considered for inclusion   (NB No guarantees!), and only then if 
delivered to the Editor by the following Wednesday. 

NB :-  Can we politely remind Contributors that the above 
deadline is exactly that;   there seems to be a trend (with increasing 
use of e-mail) that sending items on Tuesday, Wednesday,  (or even 
later!) is ok.   It isn’t - editors are busy people, and continually 
receiving items through the week greatly reduces the time for editing, 
queries, formatting, printing etc.    Is it so very difficult to note the 
above date,  and prepare items by then – not start them? 

 Editors clear the box from time to time before the deadline.  It is a 
great help when items can be left in the box a few days before the 
closing date. Some contributors are indeed doing just that,  and it 
really does help.  Thank you.

NOTES for CONTRIBUTORS
All contributions to the Chronicle are most welcome. Be sure to 
include the name, address and (in case clarification is necessary) 
telephone number of the author.  Contributions can be made :- 

1. If you’ve Internet access, by email to the relevant editor  :-  
Derek Pooley derek_pooley@talk21.com
Geoffrey Long  geoff.long@talk21.com 
Tony Holmes tony-holmes@ntlworld.com

Please remember to check that you soon get a confirmation reply. 
2. A 3½" disk, in PC format, preferably ‘Saved As’ WORD. Please 

include hard copy for checking the formatting and your address so 
that the disk can be easily returned. This is STILL an excellent way to 
receive copy since it removes much of the work necessary in 3 & 4 
below, AND should help to eliminate misprints/errors.  

3. A good, black typescript on white A4 paper or smaller. The 
scanner can read in typescripts and this is still much easier than re-
typing.   IF you prepare text on a PC to print the output and send it to 
us, thanks, BUT PLEASE SEE 2 above  -  we do return disks, honest!  

4. Finally, hand–written items. It helps if all names of people and 
places are spelt out in CAPITALS (thanks to those who do), thus 
saving mistakes and possible embarrassment. You KNOW who 
you’re writing about, but please don’t assume we do too! 

 

ADVERTISING RATES 
For Block Advert (about 1/12th  page) 

- - - - - Number of Inserts - - - - -  
Advertiser Category 1 3 6 12  
Drayton Resident £5.00 £14.00 £25.50 £48.00  
Non-Drayton Resident £6.00 £17.00  £31.50 £60.00  
Half-size block adverts, normally for one or two inserts, are 
charged at half the above rates.   
All requests must be accompanied by cash or a cheque

made payable to ‘Drayton Chronicle’. 
They may be placed in the Chronicle Letter Box, outside Vickery’s 

Hardware Store, Drayton Green, in shopping hours. 
To discus your requirements phone Linda Semmens, our Ads 
Manager (531180) or email:-    linda.semmens@ntlworld.com 

CHRONICLE LOTTERY 
Daphne Samworth,  Hon. Promoter  

 
RESULTS OF THE  SEPTEMBER  LOTTERY 

Prize Winner Agent 
£25 J Grey,    Sutton Wick Farmhouse Beryl Dawson 

£20 Mrs Gibson,  48 Steventon Road Jackie Walker 

£15 Sarah Watkinson,  7  High Street Mary Alexander 

£10 Mr Barak,  37  Sutton Wick Lane Beryl Dawson 

£10 Jean Taylor,  32  High Street Mary Alexander

£10 Mrs Andrews,  58 Whitehorns Way Terry Arnold 

£10 Sandra Woodhead,  4  Halls Close Mary Alexander

£10 M. Milverton,  12  High Street Darren McDonald

£10 Mrs J Duley,  96  Steventon Road Janet Dale 

£10 D. Lorenz,   Steventon Road Sarah Church 

Winning tickets , from a total of 2239 sold, were drawn by 
Members of Drayton Wives Whist Group;     High Street and 

Steventon Road both did very well this time. 

Going Away?  

RELUCTANT TO PUT UPON THE NEIGHBOURS AGAIN?
KEYMINDERS WILL VISIT YOUR HOME, PAMPER & FEED 

PETS, WATER PLANTS & CHECK SECURITY. WE ARE FULLY 
INSURED, CARING PROFESSIONALS.

Tel: 01235 520290   email: info@keyminders.co.uk 

MARSHALL & GALPIN 
 S O L I C I T O R S

o Commercial & Residential Conveyancing 
o Divorce, Mediation & Family Matters 
o Medical Accidents & Injury Claims 
o Probate, Wills & Trusts 
o Company & Commercial matters 
o Employment Law 
Free initial interviews & fixed fees available 

 Call Abingdon 01235 555345 
www.marshallgalpin.com 

 

A.L.VICKERY & SON 
5, THE GREEN, DRAYTON,  OX14 4JA 

01235  531497 
COOKSHOP – HOUSEWARES – DIY 

ELECTRICAL TOOLS – GARDENING 
LOCKSMITHS – KEYS CUT WHILE YOU WAIT 

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY,  9 to 5.30 
CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

Park your car outside the Store 

THE  FOLLOWING  THREE  MONTHS 

Issue for 
Copy for publication and 
return of Agents Lottery 

Packs by Monday:- 

Chronicle published and 
available for distribution 

on Friday:- 

December 21 November 2005 02 December 2005 

Jan/Feb-06 09 January 2006 20 January 2006 

March 13 February 2006 24 February 2006 
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Sabina's

ALL AROUND 
 

DRAYTON WIVES         Margaret Long  
It was an afternoon of sun and showers in Mary Alexander’s garden for 
our August Bring and Share tea party. There was certainly more sun 
than shower so we could enjoy the colour in Mary’s garden and the 
best cup of tea I’ve had in ages. We may do it again next year, but it 
has been suggested that we should make it a lunch party rather than a 
tea party and that sounds like a good idea to me. 

Autumn certainly seems to be upon us and the nights will be 
drawing in so let us look forward to our Wednesday afternoon 
meetings in daylight. 
Dates for your diary in October: -
Mon 3  10.30 COFFEE Daphne Barrand, 30 W’horns Way 
Mon 17  7.15 WHIST Barbara Carter,  Caudwell D.C 
Wed 26  2.00 MEETING Over the Wall Twice - Life in a 

 Convent. J.Harding. 
 

Margaret welcomes you to 
for your next hair appointment 

40 ABINGDON ROAD - DRAYTON - Tel. (01235) 531140 
Mondays & Tuesdays & Saturdays 9.00am to 5.00 pm 

Wednesday closed all day 
Thursdays 9.00am to 6.00pm, Fridays 9.00am to 7.00pm 

 Men's hair-dressing on Mondays, 6.30 to 8.00pm,
when appointments aren't necessary, so why not call in?

Special rates for Pensioners and Free Car Parking

THE LAVENDER ROOM 
Beauty Clinic 

Steventon, Oxon. 
Provides perfect balance between maintenance and           

unhurried relaxation in a unique environment 
Our philosophy is to calm, relax, refresh and make you feel special 

Facials – Massage – Hands & Feet – Waxing – Body bliss 
01235 833600 

 

MISSED OUT ON YOUR CHRONICLE? 
If by any chance your Area Agent is unable to deliver your 

Chronicle one month you can collect a copy from Vickery's shop in 
the week after normal delivery time.  Lawrence has very kindly 
agreed to keep a small stock for us each month. 

SURGICAL CHIROPODIST
M.S.S.Ch., M.B.Ch.A.

HOME VISITS
....ooooo....

APPOINTMENTS
Mrs Hazel MOODEY, 48 Hanney Road,

Steventon.   Tel. (01235) 834093

W.  J.  TAYLOR  &  SONS
FORGE GARAGE

HIGH STREET, DRAYTON
Nr. ABINGDON, OXON OX14 4JW

SUN Tuning
Car,  M/C  &  3-Wheeler

M.O.T.  WHILE  YOU  WAIT
CAR  -  Service and Repairs 

Telephone   ABINGDON 531350
VINTAGE ROLLS-ROYCE WEDDING HIRE

 

The ROYAL BRITISH LEGION Pearl Stanbridge  
It is with regret I report the recent death of our oldest member, Mr 
Alfred Joyce.  He served the branch in various posts over the years, but 
will be best remembered for his role as Standard Bearer back in the 
1980s;   our sincere condolences are extended to his family. 

 YOU are invited to join us for our annual dinner, to be held at the 
Lantern Restaurant on Friday Nov 25th (8pm), so come along and 
enjoy a first class meal and company, with an interesting and 
informative guest speaker from the Gurkha Welfare Trust. 

The next Committee meeting will be on Monday 17th  Oct at 8pm. 

HAVE YOU TRIED OUR FREE RANGE EGGS?
SUTTON COURTENAY

MILTON

DRAYTON

STEVENTON

BROOK FARM

Brook Farm, Milton Road

NEW OPENING HOURS….. Mon to Sat 9.00 am to 1.00pm, 
Except Friday……9.00am to 6.00pm 

FREE RANGE EGGS,  & POTATOES (if available) 
Our own lamb available May to December 

DRAYTON PLAYERS   Jean Hager  
Tickets are now available for our production of WHEN WE 
ARE MARRIED by J.B.Priestley and can be obtained from our 
Box Office on  (01235) 200350 along with any other 
information  you may like to have.  This year there will be four 
performances, Wednesday 12th Oct  –  Saturday 15th Oct. 

 We are now into  ‘fine tuning’ this very amusing comedy set 
in Victorian Yorkshire and telling the story of a 25th Wedding 
Anniversary  party of three couples.  The party does not proceed 
as planned and therein lie the hilarious situations that develop.  
This is all-round family entertainment and should send 
everyone home chuckling.  We look forward to your company
on one of these dates. 

Rehearsals for MY FAIR LADY (for February 2006)  are also 
underway, with the musical side receiving the main concentration 
at present.  We have been very happy to welcome several new faces 
– across the age spectrum – and everyone is entering into learning 
dance routines and chorus singing with great enthusiasm, which 
bodes well for the forthcoming production.  Look out for further 
progress notes during the coming months. 
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ST PETER'S  CHURCH 
 
Priest in Charge Revd Sister Josie Midwinter 531374 
Licensed Lay Minister    Dr Peter Barton 523702 
Churchwardens Mrs Sue Harris 848361 
 Mr Peter Cline  530519 
Organist Mr Adrian Thompson    01865 714801 
Choir Mrs Rosie Bruce 525284  
CHURCH NOTICES
REGULAR SERVICES 
Sunday 8.00 am Holy Communion (CW Traditional). 

10.00 am Sung Eucharist (CW)  except 2nd Sunday, when 
a non-Eucharistic Family Service is held. 

Mon-Fri 8.15 am Morning Prayer (CW) in Lady Chapel 
Weds 10.30 am Parents’ & Toddlers’ Service - Church Room 
Weds 6.00 pm Evening Prayer (CW) in Lady Chapel 
Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion (CW) in Lady Chapel  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 
Sunday 10.00 am Sunday Pebbles & Rocks Church Room 
Monday 7.45 pm Bellringing Practice   Bell Tower 
Friday 7.00 pm Choir Practice (Alt’ate Fridays) Church Room 
 
CALENDAR FOR  OCTOBER  
Tues   4th   3.00 pm 1st Tuesday Connections  Church Room 
Sun     9th 11.15 am Sale of Fair Trade goods 
 4.00 pm Autumn Concert (Drayton Young Musicians) 
 6.00 pm Harvest Festival (focus on Farm Africa) 
 
Weds  NOV 2nd 7.30 pm      All Souls Day Service 

 

PARISH REGISTER 
Holy Baptism Sept 18th Oliver John Willis 
Funeral Sept 2nd Keith Leonard Yates 
Wedding Aug 20th Ricki John Heery to 
 Tracey May Roberts 
 Sept 10th Richard James Nelson to 
 Grace Emily May Dawson 

 

GEOFF AND MARIAN’S 

MACE 
STORE 

FOR ALL YOUR DELIVERED PAPERS,  
MAGAZINES and CARDS, 

GROCERIES, FROZEN FOODS, 
and SAVOURY SNACKS.  

OFF LICENCE  &  LOTTERY 

LINK CASH MACHINE NOW AVAILABLE 

BREAD BAKED DAILY 
ORDERS TAKEN FOR FRESH BREAD  
MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

TEL: 01235 202855 

FAX: 01235 531217 

� � � � � � � � �

Letter from  St Peter’s Church
Dear Friends, 

I have just come back from a three week holiday in Uganda. During 
my time there I visited a project I have been involved with for about 
15 years. The Bungokho Rural Development Centre (BRDC) offers 
vocational training in a variety of subjects:- carpentry, tailoring, 
masonry (house building) and more recently plumbing.  

But the Centre does have a large piece of land so it was felt that this 
could be used for agricultural training. Uganda has a good supply of 
rich fertile land, but as the population grows this has to be used more 
productively to provide for all the people.  

Animals like cows, goats, pigs and chickens have traditionally 
scratched for their own living in the fields and farmyard. This is no 
longer adequate, good livestock need better habitats and feeding, so 
they can produce enough to feed the family and give a surplus to sell.  

The BRDC has now introduced improved goats for better milk and 
meat production. Well designed beehives give good honey yields and 
enhanced chickens produce more eggs. They have also added a duck 
and fish pond, which provide a microenvironment for both ducks and 
fish to feed on with very little food needing to be added. These are the 
kinds of small scale projects which can help the people of Uganda, 
who are mainly subsistence farmers, to get the best out of their land. 

This year St Peter’s Church is supporting Farm Africa for our 
Harvest Festival. They do the same type of work as BRDC but on a 
much bigger scale. This year they are focusing on giving goats to 
needy families. These goats cost £27 each.  

Our Harvest Festival Family Service is 10am on Sunday 9th 
October. Please feel welcome to come along and support the work of 
Farm Africa. If you would like to buy a goat or contribute 
towards one then there are envelopes at the back of the church. These 
can be returned at the service or put in the wall safe inside the church 
door.  

But most of all we want to pray for the people of Africa that 
through improved farming methods they can provide adequately for 
their families. Giving a goat is not aid in the traditional sense of the 
word, but an investment in the future. Our future as well as the 
future of the people who receive this improved livestock. 

Yours sincerely    Josie Midwinter 
 

YOU STAY - WE PRAY During this time we will pray 
for all the people who live and work in these roads:-    
26 Sept – 2 Oct: Drayton Road; Milton Road; New Cut Mill; 
Fisher Close;  Marcham Road;  Meads Close; Rippington Court;  
Stone Hill 
3 – 16  Oct: Steventon Road;  Eastway;  Eastway MHP  
17 – 23 Oct: Church & Henleys Lanes; Caudwell Close; Gravel Lane 
24  Oct – 7 Nov: Abingdon Rd; Oday Hill; Binnings Close; 
Haywards Rd 
 

BRINDS 
GRASS CUTTING – STRIMMING 

HEDGE CUTTING – GARDEN CLEARANCE 
TURFING – FENCING 

LANDSCAPING SERVICES 
 

NVQ Qualified
Friendly and Professional Service

Free Quotation

Please Call  07976 936438 or 01235 519103 
 



Oct  2005  Page 5 

(MORE) ALL AROUND 
 

Drayton Table Tennis Club         John Gould 
The new League season started week of 19th September and will run 
through till next April. We have entered 4 teams in the League - one 
down on last year due to the loss of 12 players. Several have moved 
away from the area,  one to University and several have stopped albeit 
temporarily for two or three of them.   The A team will play in Division 
1, the B & C teams In Division 2 and the D team in Division 3. 

We have welcomed some new players including Craig Campbell and 
Cory Grimes who are Barbadian Internationals and will boost the A 
team now they are back in the top Division. Bob Rhodes has joined the 
D team and old stager Dave Harradine is back in the C team after 
spending 2 years working in the Emerald Isle. 

Robert Hudson who will play for the B team this season has recently 
played in the Oxfordshire Junior Ranking Trials and we are pleased to 
say he is now the Number 1 Junior Table Tennis player in the county. 
This means Robert will have representative matches to look forward to 
and his Dad some additional chauffeuring duties! 

Club nights for practice and for Juniors will be every other Monday 
at the school.  Juniors from 7.00pm and Seniors from 8.00pm.
Beverley Rayner is organising the Juniors again and any boy or girl 
aged from 9-14 can attend. Please ring 01235 202417 for more 
details of Junior Table Tennis. 

We are very keen to welcome new players and if anyone would 
like to come along and try out  they can be sure of a warm welcome.
Beginners and experienced players can all be accommodated. Ring 
01235 531328  or   01235 205111 for more information. 
 

N. HAYCROFT PLUMBING 
A complete Plumbing Service 

Bathrooms  Leaking Taps 
Showers and Tiling Burst Pipes 
Roof Tanks  Cylinders 
Dishwashers  Immersions 
Washing Machines Ball Valves 

Over 30 years experience 
All work guaranteed and fully insured 

Tel:  01235 814739 

DRAYTON W.I.       Doreen Buckland 
We opened our September meeting with a very interesting and amusing 
speaker, Mr Ted East, complete with his hats.  He talked about being 
brought up in Sussex,  joining the Black Watch, his many years in the 
Thames Valley Police, and finally as a Marshall at Oxford University,  
illustrating all these occupations with his many hats.  

After a cup of tea, our president continued with the Federation news, 
the group meeting to be held in Drayton Hall on October 6th, finally 
details for the Grow Cook and Sew.   We are hoping for lots of entries 
this year.     

The trip to Highgrove was very enjoyable, worth the three-year wait;  
thanks were given to Ann and Brenda for organising this trip.    

The next fund raising event will be the WIT and WISDOM quiz on 
November 11th.   Please start to get your teams of four organised,
more details later.    

Just a reminder for members, the October meeting will he held in the 
Caudwell Centre,  the speaker will be Jane Bowler from Dews Meadow 
Farm Shop. New members will be most welcome.

DAVID N. BENN
Fellow, British Horological Institute

4 Latton Close, Chilton, Oxon. OX11 0SU

Telephone (01235) 834303
FREE ESTIMATES, COLLECTION & DELIVERY

CLOCK REPAIRS
AND  RESTORATION

Drayton TODDLER GROUP               Jane Nye 
Thank you for the support that you gave to the Toddler Fun Day which 
took place on the 22nd September.  Our toddlers wore themselves out 
playing on the bouncy castle and ride-on toys whilst everyone got to 
sample some tasty cakes and treats.  Our mums and friends had the 
opportunity to browse round stalls which included Usborne Books, 
Bling Fashion Jewellery, The Body Shop and Rachel Seamarks 
decorative home furnishings. 

The Tempest Photographic Agency also joined us and our children 
enjoyed posing for lots of photos!  The photographer was kept busy all 
afternoon.  In addition to funds raised on the day, we will also receive 
a percentage of the sales from the photos!   

Thanks for all your donations, we will let you know in the future 
how much your generosity has raised. 

The money we receive from charity events is invaluable to helping 
us upgrade and buy new equipment.  Purchases have already been 
ordered paid for by the Youth Charity Trust money and will be on 
display at toddler sessions at the end of October so that everyone can 
see how the money was spent. 

Once again it’s time for us to sort out and wash our well used toys!  
A Clean Up morning will be held on Thursday 6th October to 
encourage mums to help out with this job.  The back room will be 
sectioned off for the morning so that the toddler session can run as 
usual whilst mums take it in turns to scrub, wash and clean the toys! 

Thanks to Joy, our tea lady, for all her help with our special events 
and regular sessions.  Her constant support is greatly appreciated. 

Looking ahead, a reminder that the Christmas party will be held on 
Sunday 11th December.  Highlights include a visit from Father 
Christmas, party games and entertainment for the children and a mince 
pie and cuppa for the mums and dads!  There will also be a raffle and 
tombola.  Donations for these would be appreciated. More 
information follows in November when booking forms will be 
available. 

We continue to meet on Thursday mornings between 9.30am and 
11.30am at the Drayton Village Hall.   Please come along to have fun 
and meet lots of friendly mums, have a cuppa and a chat. 

 

Tonks Brothers 
Funeral Directors

131 Ock Street, Abingdon, OX14 5DL.

Tel: 01235 539444

24 Hour personal service
Dedicated chapel of rest

Pre-paid plans available
Full range of memorials supplied

“An Independent family funeral service”
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BAPTIST CHURCH 
PASTORAL Co-Ordinator:- Roy Brown................. 531296 
 
REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICES 

11.30 am Presently only one morning service per month;
this is the Family Service, and is on  

the first Sunday of each month. 
6.00 pm Evening  Service.     A traditional form of service,  

frequently with guest speakers. 
(Communion every  second  Sunday) 

Come and join us every Sunday – we look forward to 
seeing you.            Next Family Services are (all 11.30am):- 
Oct 2nd (speaker Philip Sylvester);  Nov 6th (Iain Grey);  
Dec 4th (Janet Strong).

EVERYONE IS MOST WELCOME
To all at the Baptist church (from Janet Strong) :-  

I have been the Sunday school tcachcr here at the Baptist Church 
since 1999.  I have decided not to carry on any longer.  I have prayed 
about this a lot and have felt God wiling me to move on to other  
things.  

 It has been a great privilege to teach children about the love of 
God and it’s so important for every child to know they have a friend in 
Jesus. All our children at the Baptist Church have now grown up and 
I’m afraid no more have replaced them.   That’s when everyone at the 
morning service asked me just to carry on doing a Family service for 
them once a month instead of teaching the children.    

I never thought I would he able to do this but God gave me the 
strength through his Holy Spirit and I have been doing it for some 
time now.   Since last Christmas my eyes have been getting worse, and 
I am under the hospital still waiting to find out what is wrong as I am 
finding it more difficult to read and study.  

Therefore sadly I shall be finishing at the end of the year. My last 
Family Service will be on Christmas Day.   I  feel God wants me back 
at Christchurch Abingdon, and will see what He leads me on to do as I 
was a Sunday school teacher there since 1980 before I came to the 
Baptist Church Drayton to teach.  

Much love in Christ Jesus -   Janet Strong.

SIMON MURRAY MPTA CGLI 
 M.I.M.I.T.  N.T.C. DIPLOMA 

Piano Tuning and Repairs 
 By Qualified, 

 Experienced Technician 
 

Most of Oxfordshire and 
 Surrounding Areas Covered 

Please telephone 01235 525427 early evening 
 or leave a message on the answer-phone during the day 

 

GAS BOILER SERVICE 
EMERGENCY & BREAKDOWNS

CORGI REGISTERED

GAS -- OIL -- SOLID FUEL
Heating Systems Installed

Bathrooms and all Plumbing Requirements

M. S. LALLY
Tel: 01235 848592     Mobile: 07967 015065

Sutton Courtenay Chiropractic  
Chiropractic Biophysics (body physics) 
may be the answer to your headaches 
as well as neck, arm, back or leg pain 

S. A. M., an Australian invention, is a non-intrusive
evaluation device which in minutes can reveal whether your spine

 is likely to be the cause of your problems.

Phone 01235 848008
19, The Nursery, Sutton Courtenay

Spinal X-Ray facilities.        Abundant free parking.

NEIGHBOURHOOD NEWS 
A Very Warm Welcome to 3 new families in the High 

Street:- Chantel & Julian Fowler, and children Justine, William 
and Lorna;    the Morgan family, and Godfrey the dog;     plus  
Karen & Thibaud Weick, William and Sarah.  

It’s a "Farewell" to Mr and Mrs Gleed from Hilliat Fields 
who have moved to Didcot, wishing them every happiness in 
their new home.

And Get Well Soon to Bob Matthews after the recent 
accident, best wishes to you and Jill. 

 

SWEDE MADE UK Ltd
WE FIT KITCHENS AND WARDROBES

WE CAN MAKE YOU A KITCHEN OR WARDROBE

OR SIMPLY FIT ONE YOU HAVE BOUGHT!

ALL TILING, ELECTRICS & PLUMBING INCLUDED IN 
THE PRICE

HOME TELEPHONE JOHN: 01235 533433 

WORKSHOP: 01865  864636 

HOME HELPERS CARE 
ESTABLISHED SINCE 1993 

22 HIGH STREET DRAYTON OX14 4JL 

� PROVIDING     �
FULL CARE & DOMESTIC SERVICES  

DAY & NIGHT SITTING   
SOCIAL VISITS & MORE 

CALL THE TEAM FOR MORE INFORMATION ON
TEL 01235 550202       FAX 01235 533233

House rewires  Garden power and lighting 
 Lighting  Showers 
 Storage Heaters  Telephone extensions 
 Socket Extensions Inspection and Testing 

J Mansfield 
Electrical Services 

07 951 733 457           01235 847 072 
All work carried out to IEE 16th Edition Regulations

BS7671:2001 Qualified
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YOUR LETTERS 
 

Do YOU Know Where YOUR Children Are?
Dear Sir, 

Just had the quote from ‘Gasforce’ for the repairs to the 
vandalised heating system at the Hall.    £1,187 ,  not bad for a 
few good kicks. 

I don’t know what we have to do in order to save the Hall 
from the kids. 

 
Ann Webb (Chair – Hall Management Committee) 

 

WILLIAMS
UILDERS EST 1961

CARPENTRY
EXTENSIONS

DECORATING
FITTED KITCHENS AND WARDROBES

TELEPHONE (01235) 531262

A Shambles?
Dear Sir,   Corneville Road  

On a warm and sunny day in early Sept, I took a short bike ride 
to the Millennium Green, the schools were on holiday and I 
expected a busy sight.   

There was not a soul to be seen, and the field was a shambles. 
It looked better when it only had horses on it. 

Whoever is in charge should be ashamed!. 
Yours Disgusted R Loran 

Janet Manning 
HOMOEOPATH 

B.A. Dip.Ed.  M.A. Lic LCCH.  RSHom  
Safe, gentle healing, suitable for all ages  

Daytime, Evening appointments and Home visits 

01235 527603 
11 Newman Lane, Drayton 

Can You Help?
Dear Sir,   24 High Street  

Newly arrived in Drayton from Cairo – a long way – we are 
desperately looking for someone who could help with cleaning 
and ironing.      

We look for :-  a lady helping a few hours per week, cleaning 
and ironing in a family house;  if interested, please call (or 
leave a message) on  077 60 17 04 14. 

Thanking You Karen & Thibaud Weick 

GROW COOK AND SEW SHOW  2005      Ann Webb

The Show had slightly less entries this year, but still quite a display.
The Cups were won by:-  Tim Atkins (Red Lion Cup);  Judy 

Henman (Louisa Vase, & Barnes Rose Bowl);  Jacqui Newman 
(Debney Trophy); Teresa Taylor (Mary Bisby Trophy); F Lawler, T 
Atkins, & A Webb (Charlie Mudford Cup); A & B Webb (W.I Cup, & 
Fidler Cup); Jean Ferneyhough (Glad Tinson Trophy); Ann Webb 
(Caudle Cup); Tim Atkins (Chris Cook Medal);  &  Children’s 
section:- Alice Atkins (Goddard Cup); Conner Gilogley (Playgroup 
Cup). 

Next year we hope to totally revamp the whole concept of the show, 
and make it a village Show and Exhibition  -  watch this space!  

 

ED VAIZEY   -  Your Local MP
The main local issue has been the new Licensing Act.  A lot of pubs, 
even in rural villages, have applied to open late, and I have been 
supporting the objections of local residents.  I can’t see why a village 
pub should want to stay open until 2am every week end.  I have also 
met the Licensing Minister to discuss the impact of the new law on 
village halls.  It seems that there is too much bureaucracy involved, 
and that unnecessary extra costs are being imposed.  He has promised 
to review the law in a year’s time. 

If you need to get in touch with me, write to me at the House of 
Commons, London SW1A OAA, e-mail me on 
vaizeye@parliament.uk or   telephone 0202 7219 6350 
 

FRESH START FOR GRAHAM & FRANCINE 

Readers will see in the VWHDC column that Graham Ash, our Vale 
Councillor for the past six years, has resigned in order to  move, with 
his wife Francine, to their new home now being completed in Cyprus. 
The move, which has been planned for some time, has come about 
because holidays on the island showed that Francine’s health 
problems were improved by the warmer weather and cleaner climate. 

This is a sad blow for us all, as no one could have worked harder or 
more conscientiously than Graham in the interests of the people of 
Drayton and the Vale. We will miss his clearly written, most  readable 
reports that kept us in touch with events and developments as they 
evolved. Reports of that quality do not appear out of thin air,  and we  
should be grateful for the time, effort and skills that Graham put into 
each one of them.         Geoffrey Long, Chronicle Co-ordinator 

Mrs Suzy Willis 
MCSP SRP 

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPIST 
Old Lodge, Henleys Lane 

Drayton, OX14 4HU 
Tel 01235 531269 

Please ring for an appointment 

RINGROSE TREE 
 SURGERY 

 
Arboricultural Contractors

Established 10 years

Cheriton, Radley Road,  Abingdon, Oxon OX14 3RR  
Tel: 01235 520667

E–mail ringrose.trees @virgin.net

B



Oct  2005  Page 8 

YOUR DISTRICT COUNCILLOR  
 Waste - Swap Shop 

So many useful items end up in our rubbish sacks every year, often 
because we no longer use them and don't know who to pass them on 
to, and consequently our landfill sites are filling up fast.  Abingdon 
Earthcare, a local group that promotes sustainable living, wanted to 
make a difference by reducing the amount of waste that is landfilled. 
So with the help of the Vale of White Horse District Council and 
Oxfordshire Community Action Group, they organised a ‘SwapShop’.  

On Saturday 18th June, several hundred visitors flocked into the 
Guildhall, Abingdon bringing a variety of unwanted items including 
videos, toys and other household equipment.  Although the items had 
no further use to their present owners there was still life in them, and 
people poured over the items and took what was useful home.  This 
SwapShop was a tremendous success in waste reduction.

There will be another SwapShop, probably in November, and if 
you want to help or organise your own event (Ed: I thought these were 
called car boot sales!) then please contact Carole Chapman at the 
VoWHDC (email:- carole.chapman@whitehorsedc.gov.uk).   

To find out more about Abingdon Earthcare please call Alan 
Joinson on 01235 521247 or email alanj@phonecoop.coop.

Sales of Waste 
I made enquiries to see if the re-sale of recovered items from the 

Drayton ‘tip’ could be re-started. I regret to say it is unlikely in the 
short term.  The sales seemed very popular with many of you I know.  
The decision to stop was made by the contractors to the Oxfordshire 
County Council - I was told officially for Health and Safety reasons.   

 
High Hedges 

In my July article I mentioned that the fee for processing a 
complaint over neighbour’s high hedges was set at £600 by the 
Development Control Committee of the Vale.  The Executive 
committee reduced this cost to £450. 

 
Possible Threat to Smaller Newsagents 

Did you know Tesco is taking over distribution of Newspapers and 
Periodicals in the area?  The government was dissatisfied with the 
long established monopolistic method of distribution, although this 
actually meant that the distributors had to deliver, I understand, to a 
very high percentage of businesses that wanted to sell these items. I 
have learnt that Tesco’s will be increasing the delivery cost for 
periodicals significantly. It could well mean that shortly only the very 
popular periodicals will be available from your local newsagent.  The 
good news is that the price of distributing newspapers is expected to 
remain much the same.  I do question however, how long it will be 
before Tesco decides it is not viable for them to deliver to the smaller 
newsagents.  Will this be another threat to village businesses?   

 
Planning Changes  

The majority of Planning applications are decided upon by the 
Officers who have delegated powers of authority. The rest go before 
the Planning Committee. The local Councillor has the right to ask for 
an application to be heard by this Committee, as does the Parish/Town 
council. It is the latter who in some cases is giving inadequate, 
sometimes specious reasons for the case to be brought before the 
committee and this causes a waste of time and (your) money.  

Parish and town councils are now being asked, when supporting or 
objecting to a Planning application, to set out their reasons in a more 
business-like manner, stating the local planning policy, design 
guidance or government planning policy in their support or objection. 
The clerk should have such details available. This will help make their 
views more meaningful, particularly if there is an appeal to the gov’t 
inspectorate. This does not however prevent an exception to policy 
being recommended, but then exceptional reasons must be stated.    

 

And Finally……   
It is with regret that I have resigned as your district councillor with 

effect from the end of August.  Many of you will know that my wife 
has for some years been suffering from ME. Her health improves 
when the weather is warmer and where the air is cleaner, so we have 
decided to retire to the Mediterranean coast.  

I would like to thank you all for having me as your councillor on 
the Vale of White Horse District Council for some six and a half 
years. I would like to say a final thank you to the Editors for allowing 
me the opportunity of contributing to the Chronicle and for their co-
operation and patience in ensuring I was not too political in my 
comments! A thank you also to the keen band of helpers in ensuring 
the Chronicle gets to your door each month. (By the way, I do believe 
the Chronicle is by far the best local town/village publication in the 
Vale and trust it will continue to be successful.)   

May I also add a final farewell and thank you to my readers. A by-
election will follow shortly. In the meantime Cllr. Richard Farrell 
can be contacted on 01235 850275 in my absence.

Regards    Grahame Ash

SPANISH House To RENT 
A traditional 2 bedroom Spanish house in the white  

washed village of Jimena, famed for its wild life, 
natural beauty and Castle ruins.  

Close to Costa del Sol & Gibraltar. 
Airports ½ and 1½ hours, Beach 20 mins. 
Further info, prices & bookings contact:  

dervdemon@hotmail.com or  
Tel: 01235 821400 after 6 pm 

ST PETER'S CHURCH HOME-VISITING GROUP  
will visit anyone who is, or has been, ill or is recently home from 
hospital, or unable to get out because of a disability, or is in any 

other circumstances where support would be welcomed.   
Please contact:-    Neen Priestnall (531330), Jean Hager (531558), 

Sally Dixon (531547) or Jackie Walker (522361). 

Changes Unisex Hair Salon
Tuesday & Thursday 9.00 – 4.00
Wednesday & Friday 9.00 – 7.00

Saturday 8.30 – 3.00
senior citizen rates Tuesday & Wednesday

free parking
for an appointment please phone 01235 848453

or call in and see us at

8 Milton Road, Sutton Courtenay
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PARISH COUNCIL (meeting  Sept 5) 
A member of the public raised the issue of helicopters  becoming more 
frequent and flying lower on their shuttling between Abingdon and Benson.  
The Council will ask  whether this is really necessary to defend  the Realm.  

Nick Hamilton of the Millennium Green Trust persuaded the 
Council that it should make a commitment to the upkeep of the 
Green that seems to be a very popular facility enjoyed by many 
in the village.  He will be seeking funds from ‘friends’ of the 
Millennium Green to make up the difference. 

The Council had been trying to persuade the County Council 
to amend the plans for the redevelopment of the amenity tip to 
allow pedestrian access, to have a quick escape for those who 
do not need the main bins and to make it easier to manoeuvre.  
However, the site is very restricted and the rearrangement may 
go ahead as planned, during a closure of a few months. 

The repair bill for damage done to the bus shelter is £450, 
that could have been spent on something more useful for 
the village. The last time a shelter was damaged, the 
parents of those who footed the shelter actually footed the 
bill.  Contributions would be gratefully received if anybody 
knows who was responsible.

Mike Badcock, one of our County Councillors, asked when it 
would be most convenient for the 35A to run through the 
village. It now runs at 7 mins past the hour to Didcot and  10 
mins to the hour in the Abingdon/Oxford direction. It is quite 
possible that the bus company would be prepared to change the 
running times (not frequency) if there was a strong case.  Any 
opinions from existing or potential bus users?

Allotments -  Now is the time to contact the parish clerk as 
we are getting a number of plots ready for cultivation next year. 

It seems that our regular ‘member of the public’ has been 
inspired to fill one of the vacancies on the Council, leaving a 
space in the public gallery that YOU would be welcome to fill.

If you would like to discuss any village matter, from the grow 
cook and sew show to the reservoir, the Parish Council would 
be interested to hear your views at the next meeting of the 
Council on Oct 3rd (7.45pm) at the Caudwell Day Centre.
See you there.    Daniel Scharf 
 

East workshop, Rich’s Sidings, Broadway, Didcot, OX11 8AG

MEMORIALS GARDEN

NEW MEMORIALS TABLES
RESTORATIONS BENCHES
ADDITIONAL INSCRIPTIONS FOUNTAINS
VASES PLANTERS
GLASS CHIPPINGS STATUARY

KITCHEN WORKTOPS FLOOR TILES

We are a family run business with years of experience; 
customer care is our priority.  No obligation home appointments 
by male or female staff.  We have an outdoor show area and 
sales office near Travis Perkins.  Our garden stone is unique, 
each one is hand carved in solid granite.

Drayton School          Claire Soper 
The children are now well settled back into school life helped no doubt by the 
lovely Autumn weather at the beginning of term, and are now looking 
forward to a break at the end of the month. 

The Lower Unit children have been studying their senses and 
enjoyed demonstrating this in assembly with a variety of shakers and 
smells. Mrs Higgs had the difficult task of identifying unknown 
compounds with hilarious results! They have also enjoyed guessing 
the taste too of various flavoured crisps, what fun school is these days! 

Some of the children have also been learning about what types of 
food make a healthy diet both in the Lower and Middle Units. The 
older children had to put the various foods that they had eaten in a day 
into food groups, not an easy task.  They are looking forward to 
working on their history topic about The Vikings. 

The Upper Unit children were very fortunate to visit the Ashmolean 
Museum to view the ‘Imagine’ exhibition at ‘Modern Art’ Oxford. 
Some of the work from last years 5/6 class was on display. 

The children will be studying life as a child in Victorian Britain 
(and  in case you were going to ask, NO, I can’t remember what it was 
like!) 

They will also be investigating the Earth in space, this has involved 
carrying out a ‘Moonwatch’ to study the moon’s shape for a month. 

Harvest Festival was celebrated during September with a Family 
Assembly taken by Sister Josie Midwinter. The children enjoyed 
delivering gift boxes and homemade cards to older people. 

Christine Ellis from Dr Barnardos has visited school to talk about 
the valuable work the charity carries out locally in Abingdon and 
many of the children raised money in a sponsored event to support the 
fund. 

The School Council has been delighted to inform everyone that 
school has now been awarded the coveted Silver Eco Award, well 
done! The next stage of the scheme is working towards a Green Flag, 
more news of this to come. 

We are pleased to report that we have secured the services of Dave 
Stemp as Football Trainer for the school team, training has resumed 
weekly on Mondays. We look forward to a successful new season. 

Thank you also to those people who responded to our appeal for 
Community Governors, we were extremely pleased with the result, it’s 
good to know that there are people out there interested in the life of 
the school beyond those of us directly involved. 

Tescos are currently issuing vouchers for every £10 spent which can 
be exchanged for sports equipment. We would be very grateful for 
any spare vouchers, which can be dropped off at the school office. 

Finally news from F.O.D.S.A.  :-  A repeat Fashion Show by JAS 
Fashions will be held on Tuesday 11th October in school. Tickets can 
be purchased in advance or on the night, £1 under 16 or £2.50 adult. 
Come and see their splendid Autumn range of children’s and ladies 
fashions from well-known high street stores.   F.O.D.S.A. is 
committed currently to raising funds for outdoor equipment for the 
Foundation and Reception area of the school. 

ADVANCE NOTICE -  The annual Christmas Fair will be held 
on Sunday 27th November from 12-3pm in school, yes it’s that time 
again! 

Holiday Villa to Let
Near Calis Beach, Fethiye,

TURKEY
This well equipped villa is one of 12 set round a lovely swimming pool. 
It has four air-conditioned bedrooms and can sleep seven in comfort. 

Prices range from £200 to £360 per week, from April to October.

If you would like a brochure please contact –

Iain Stuart on 01235 531474  or  IainStuart@btconnect.com
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Geoffrey Long 
Once again the weather behaved impeccably over the Summer 
Holiday weekend for the third official visit of our friends from 
Lesparre-Medoc. So much so that regular visitors, having seen only 
one shower of rain on their visits, do not believe us when we complain 
about our weather! 

Twenty six rather bleary-eyed visitors arrived by coach at 4.00pm 
on Thursday, having been on the road since the early hours of the 
previous day.  It was good to see so many new faces in the party 

including six 
children, both of 
which auger well 
for the future of 
our twinning 
arrangement. By 5 
o’clock our 
visitors were 
distributed among 
15 homes in the 
Drayton area, 
remaking old 

friendships and forging new ones. 
Our organised visits, starting on the Friday, were to the Maize Maze 

at Millet’s Farm (the Trafalgar Maze, but no one seemed to mind that) 
and Mary Mackinnon’s Vineyard at East Hendred, to show our 
visitors, who are used to endless miles of vineyards, that a small 
vineyard in England can produce very respectable wines.  Saturday 
saw a trip (re picture above) on the Salter’s Steamer – by special 
request – from Abingdon to Oxford.  The river was very busy and 
animated, with events on the banks as we passed by. A visit to The 
Oxford Story was followed by a shopping spree. 

Sunday was spent at Blenheim Palace, where Churchill’s birth room 
attracted a lot of interest, and grounds for the Living Heritage 
Oxfordshire Craft Fair.  Our French speaking guide added much to 
their enjoyment of the house tour. 

As on our trip to Lesparre last year, the visitors stayed for five 
nights, allowing a day for visits in smaller groups to local places of 
interest to suit our visitors’ personal interests – the millennium sundial 
at Ardington, the Ridgeway, Churchill’s grave at Bladon, the Barley 
Mow at Clifton Hampden and – yes, believe it or not, – Tescos. 

The evenings were equally varied – supper at the Caudwell Day 
Centre on Friday was preceded by a Boule knock-out competition. 
Caren Caudwell kindly allowed us to use the stable yard of Manor 
Farm (the final will be held in Lesparre in 2006!).  Supper was 
followed by that quintessentially British game – a Beetle Drive. Our 
visitors soon grasped the idea and scrabbled for the dice with the best 
of us.  A home team won! 

On Saturday evening groups of a dozen or so – mixed locals and 
visitors – gathered together in the homes of six volunteers to share 
dinner en famille. This has become a very popular feature of our 
twinning visits.  A lot of work for the hosts but obviously so well 
worth the effort.  

Sunday evening saw another quintessentially British event – a fish 
and chip supper, cooked to perfection in a mobile chippery and so 
served piping hot. A wonderful jazz band provided excellent music – 
for dancing for 80 people.  In the interval we were treated to a 
demonstration by the Ock Street Morris Men and our visitors joined in 
with great enthusiasm.   After encores the entire audience were still 
chanting for more at the end of a wonderful night. 

The festivities finished on Monday evening with a typical English 
dinner at the Steventon House Hotel, centred on roast beef and 
Yorkshire pudding. A fitting end to a most enjoyable visit.

But then the rub – to get home, snatch a little sleep and start the 
new day – on Tuesday the coach left Drayton at 5.00 am (sic). So the 
farewells were a little bleary-eyed but the ‘Au revoir’s were sincere 
enough. 

Two things struck me about the visit – first, how enthusiastically 
everyone joined in all the events and second, the noise that was 
generated when a few people got together! Clearly everyone was 
communicating enthusiastically! Which, after all, is what twinning is 
all about.

These things don’t just happen – planning for the next one starts 
almost straight away. Too many people are involved in the week-end 
for me to list here but I am sure everyone involved would want to say 
a big ‘Thank you’ to the people in charge of the various days events 
(Peter and Theresa Fulk on Friday, Stephen and Ruth Fearnely on 
Saturday and Bob and Jill Matthews on Sunday) not forgetting 
Michael and Barbara Bell for all the work they did in pulling it all 
together. 

And finally – a plug. The Twinning Group is always delighted to 
see new faces – simply watch out for notices of our meetings or social 
events in the Chronicle and come along to meet us – without any 
obligation.   Or for more information contact Alun on 531463 or 
Michael on 531388. 

 

NEED COMPUTER HELP? 
Home, home office, small business  

Repairs, Upgrades, Email/Internet connection issues, Anti-virus, Web-site 
design, Installing new hardware or software, Networks, Broadband.

Tuition: Internet, Email, Scanning and Photo-enhancing, Spreadsheet, Word 
Processing, or simply a basic introduction to your computer any issue that 

prevents you getting the best from your PC.
I can make it easy by offering tuition and guidance IN YOUR  

HOME or BUSINESS at a time to suit you.

Martin Underwood      01235 847104 or 07748 632563 

Complementary Therapies 
Valerie Watson MCThA 

Working from THE LAVENDER ROOM, Steventon 

Treatments for the Mind, Body and Spirit 
Aromatherapy – Massage – Reike 

Hopi Ear Candling – Indian Head Massage 
07746 719434 

For Enquires and Appointments 
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NOTICE BOARD 
 

GARDEN  RESCUE 
FENCING, TURFING, PAVING & PATIOS 

ALL ASPECTS OF GARDENING & LANDSCAPING 
COVERED BY OUR FULLY TRAINED, INSURED 

PROFESSIONALS                                                           
(CONIFER HEDGES REDUCED TO COMPLY WITH CURRENT LEGISLATION)

FREE QUOTATIONS                                                            
PLEASE CALL  A. M. or  D.J. NEWMAN  on 
01865 739621              OR 07901 826455          

Advert for All Souls Service 
Missing from here 

 

MILLENNIUM GREEN STILL NEEDS FRIENDS!!!

Do you use the Millennium Green? Do you think it is an asset to the village? 
The Green is maturing nicely and is well used by many in the community but 
it does require care. Whilst some work is done voluntarily, we do have to 
pay for maintenance, which presently costs some £2500 per year. To 
meet this commitment we are dipping into our reserves and if it was not for 
the generous help of the Parish Council we would have run out of money. 
Therefore we need to establish an alternative source of funding. The 
Trustees in consultation with members of the community have suggested 
that  we launch a 'Friend of the Millennium Green' campaign. 

What is a 'Friend'? A 'Friend' is anyone who makes a financial contribution 
to the upkeep of the Green either with a 'one off' payment or a regular 
contribution. If enough people make a small commitment (say £10 per 
annum)  then our maintenance funding would be secured. 

If you interested in helping protect the future of our Millennium Green,  
please let us know; We will then send you details of our  'Friend of the 
Millennium Green' campaign and the methods of payment.      

 N I Hamilton,  Sutton Wick Barn, Sutton Wick Lane, Drayton, OXON 
 OX14  4HJ.    Tel:    01235 559291 

 
FIRST TUESDAY CONNECTIONS 

Are you feeling lonely,  isolated or in need of company ? 
Maybe after the Christmas hurly-burly things seem a bit flat ?   

Why not come along to our tea and chat afternoon for some friendly 
company and conversation.   

We shall be in St. Peter’s Church Room on Tuesday 7th February from 
3pm until 4.30pm and hope you will join us.  Drop in for a short or long 
visit and you will find a warm welcome awaiting you.   

If that date is not convenient then our next get together will be 7th March 
and we look forward to seeing you then. 

If you need transport, or more information , just give me (Jean 
Hager) a call  on 531558. 

 

YOUR LOCAL COUNCILLORS :-  
Parish (Chairman)            Paul Knight (531678); 
District (VofWH) (sub) Richard Farrell (850275); 
& Oxfordshire County      Mike & Marilyn Badcock  (201810). 

FAMILIES AGAINST DRUGS (DIDCOT) 

Families Against Drugs (FAD) - the Didcot-based support group for 
the families of those who are addicted to drugs - is holding an Open 
Meeting with a forum on Coping with Addiction in the Family. 

The meeting, on Tuesday 4 October, will be held in the Community Hall 
at Didcot Baptist Church Centre in Wantage Road at 7.45 pm, and will 
feature a guest panel dealing with issues of drug education, prevention and 
treatment, followed by discussion and a chance to meet FAD members. As 
one FAD member says, “At the beginning of my son’s addiction, I felt there 
was no help around.  We were all alone.  The group has helped me to have 
hope and courage and also given us practical advice.” 

Enquiries about this or about FAD in general to Keith Nichols, FAD 
Chairman, on 01235 811 668. 

LISTINGS 
 
Fri Oct 28th, until Sat Dec 17th, Charity Christmas Cards at the Abingdon 
Guildhall, every day except Sundays, 9.30 to 4.30   (look for SANTA!)    
 
CHARITY AUCTION  at Fitzharrys School, Northcourt Rd, Abingdon,  
Oct 15th at 6pm  (for 7) in aid of Mayott House;   fantastic auction items 
(too many to list) see www.mayotthouseauction.org £2 entrance includes 
ploughman’s, but tell them you’re going to be there, 0870 360 5865 

AUTUMN CONCERT, featuring Drayton Young Musicians  in aid of St 
Peter’s Refurbishment,  Sun Oct 9th   4pm,   in Church, special guests the 
Vale Quartet   ---   tickets £6   (£7 on door) from Church members.  
 
SOBELL HOUSE CHRISTMAS FAIR   Tues  Oct 11th,  10.30 to  4, at 
Kingston Bagpuize House    -      Gifts, Clothes, Jewellery, Toys, Food, +  
Refreshments;  also Henrietta Knight (Best Mate trainer) will be signing 
copies of her book,     £3 to include entrance to the gardens. 

 

THE HOME FARM TRUST
A Coffee Morning will be held at 71 High Street from 10 am to 12 noon 

on Weds Oct 12th, in aid of the Home Farm Trust.     The Armitage family 
will once again join us and they look forward to meeting their friends and 
old neighbours. 

Christmas Cards, together with home-made marmalade and chutneys 
will be on sale. 

AWarm Welcome is extended to all.     (Tim & Sally Owen).  

FRIENDS of DRAYTON SCHOOL 
ASSOCIATION 

Present  J.A.S. Fashions   FASHION AND CLOTHES SALE 

TUESDAY   October  11th  at   7.30 pm in School 

FAMOUS ex-CHAIN STORE CLOTHES,  
END-OF-LINE and OVERMAKES 

DON’T MISS IT ! 
Refreshments                                  Raffle    

Tickets  £2.50  (under 16  £1)   available from School  
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DIARY FOR OCTOBER 
All events held in Drayton Hall unless otherwise stated

To  book  Drayton  Hall  ring 531501 To  call the Hall  ring 528686 
NB   If your event isn’t listed, IT COULD HAVE BEEN!!! 
Mon 3 7.45pm Parish Council Meeting (p9) Caudwell DC 
Tues 4 11.30am Blood Clinic (until 8)  

4 3.00pm 1st Tuesday Connections  Church Room 
Fri 7  Private Party  
Sat 8  Private Party 
Sun 9  Players set-up 
Mon 10  Players Rehearsals (+Tues) 
Weds 12 7.30pm When we are Married (+13/14/15  see p1 ad) 
Mon 17 5.00pm CHRONICLE DEADLINE Vickery’s 
Sat 22  Private Party 
Sun 23  Private Party 
Sat 29  Private Party 

Benton & Bryan 
Renovation & Maintenance Services 

• 24 hour plumbing service
• Loft conversions, extensions, brickwork etc.
• Plastering, decorating, carpentry, electrics etc.
• Commercial or private 
• All work to a high standard    

Tel: Steventon 01 235 832 513;  Mobile: 07 905 386 150
Email: suzanne.benton@btopenworld.com

Tessa M. Goldblatt  BSc. Hons
State Registered Chiropodist & Podiatrist  

Specialising in all types of foot care 
• Corns 
• Callouses 
• Ingrowing toe nails 
• All general foot problems 

Emergency appointments   evenings or weekends 
01235 526505 or Mobile 07976 974115

M & J Didcock
Funeral Services
Formerly: Thomas & Jarvis F S

                             ____________________

A caring independent Family Funeral Service
A Chapel of Rest in the heart of the countryside

17, Park Road
      Didcot, OX11 8QL Memorials & 

Tel: (01235) 510292 Funeral Plans 
Fax: (01235) 512789 arranged

FUND FOR EPILEPSY CHARITY 

Are holding a TABLE TOP SALE and 
COFFEE MORNING                 

in the Cauldwell day Centre on 
Saturday November 26th 11a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Cards, gifts, crafts, bric-a-brac, tombola, raffle, cake stall, 
refreshments 

All proceeds to epilepsy 

REGULARLY  OCCURRING  EVENTS 
Weekly in Drayton Hall unless stated otherwise 

MONDAYS  
8.15 am Morning Prayer (daily to Fri) St Peter’s Lady Chapel 
9.15 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     Sch’l Ground Bldg 
2.00 pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours)  
5.45 pm Beavers  (Boys / girls, 6–8 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon Hall  
7.00 pm Scouts  (Boys / girls, 8-10 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon Hall 
7.00 pm Badminton (Private Group) 
7.15 pm Drayton Wives Whist (3rd Monday)  Caudwell DC 
7.30 pm Youth Club (until  9.30) Small Hall 
7.30 pm Senior Table Tennis, League (for 2 hours) School 
7.45 pm  Parish Council Meeting  (1st Mon? – see report) CDC 
7.45 pm Bell-ringing (for 1½ hours) St Peter’s Church 

TUESDAYS 
9.15 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     Sch’l Ground Bldg 
9.30 am Parent and Toddler Group  
1.45 pm  Drayton Art Group (until 4 pm) Caudwell Day Centre 
3.00 pm  Junior Netball (for 1 hour) School 
6.00 pm  Ladies’ Netball (for 1 hour) School 
6.30pm Weight Watchers CDC 
7.30 pm Senior League Table Tennis School 

WEDNESDAYS 
9.15 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     Sch’l Ground Bldg 

10.30 am Parent and Toddler Service Church Room 
2.00 pm  Whist – now each week Caudwell Day Centre 
2.00 pm  Drayton Wives (Last Weds in the month) 
2.15 pm  Badminton 
6.00 pm  Brownies  
6.00 pm Evening Prayer St Peter’s Lady Chapel 
6.15 pm Cubs  (Boys / girls, 8–9 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon Hall 
7.00 pm Junior Table Tennis, Age 9+ (for 1 hour) School 
7.00 pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours) 
7.30 pm  Bingo Session Caudwell Day Centre 
8.00 pm Senior Table Tennis School 

THURSDAYS 
9.15 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     Sch’l Ground Bldg 
9.30 am Holy Communion St Peter’s Lady Chapel 
9.30 am  Parent & Toddler Group 
9.50 am  Mobile Library (Fortnightly, for 20 min) Haywards Rd 

10.15 am  Mobile Library (Fortnightly, for 20 min) The Green Car Pk 
2.00 pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours) 
4.00 pm Dancing Classes – 3 to 6 years Tel 764433 
7.45 pm  Women’s Institute Meeting (2nd Thursday) 
8.00 pm  Sequence Dancing 

FRIDAYS 
9.15 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     Sch’l Ground Bldg 

11.00 am The Friday Club (fortnightly) 202466  CDC 
7.00 pm Choir Practice St Peter’s 

SUNDAYS  
8.00 am  Holy Communion  St Peter’s 

10.00 am  Sung Eucharist (Family Service 2nd Sunday) St Peter’s 
11.30 am  Family Time (first Sunday) Baptist Church 

6.00 pm Evening Worship Baptist Church 

DISCLAIMER    This Journal is published in all good faith and 
every care is taken in its compilation. The organisers of the 
DRAYTON CHRONICLE, and its Agents, therefore accept no 
responsibility for OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for the validity of 
any ADVERTISEMENT, nor for any EFFECTS ARISING 
WHATSOEVER from the publication. 

Printed by Oliver & Son, Printers, 11a West Way, Botley, Oxford. 
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