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DRAYTON  NEEDS . . . YOU !! 
In May 2007 Drayton residents should have the opportunity to 

elect a new parish council.  Looking back to 2003 there was no 
call for an election as there were fewer candidates (8) than seats 
(11).  Presently the Council has just 9 members. For those who are 
interested in the public life of the village, the May elections should 
represent an opportunity to take a turn.

The Council meet on the first Monday of the month in the 
Caudwell Day Centre at 7.45pm. This is the minimum 
commitment to which a range of responsibilities can be added; 
commenting on planning applications and issues, supervising the 
caretaking of the village, liaising with the police (the 
Neighbourhood Action Group), and with District and County 
Councillors and officers on matters of wider importance (such as 
transport), responsibilities for the improvement and maintenance 
of rights of way, and the village playgrounds and bus stops and the 
burial ground.  To get a flavour of the range of other issues which 
are dealt with as they arise, where the Council is consulted or has 
a responsibility to act, come to the meetings early in 2007 (next 
is Feb 5th, see p9) to make comments, to join up, or to observe.    

We have a very capable Clerk and village caretaker who, 
hopefully, should be there whatever the results of the elections, to 
keep the Council on an even keel and the village looking good.  I 
can see some very important issues arising during the next 4 
years during which it would be very unfortunate not to have a full 
Council to represent all parts of the village.

It seems that TW will continue with the reservoir proposal, the 
planners at regional and more local level will be looking to see 
where more housing could go and to implement policies on 
affordability;  traffic (eg speed and calming) and transport issues 
(eg buses) will continue to be a concern, especially given the 
continuing growth of Didcot and the limitations on the A34. 

There are moves to improve the recreation facilities in the 
village, whether or not as part of a village plan which, with 
sufficient support, could look at a wider range of issues.  If you 
need some more encouragement to join now or stand for election 
in May, come to one of the next meetings, or speak to one of the 
existing councillors. YOU COULD MAKE A DIFFERENCE.  
 Daniel Scharf  (531107) 

Chronicle News (by Jean Barton) 

THANK YOU LINDA. A big thank you to Linda 
Semmens for all her hard work as Advertising Manager.  As you 
will have read in earlier editions after many years Linda wishes to 
have a change.  This issue is her last one in the job.  She has done 
sterling work, having had two terms of being Advertising 
Manager.  She has patiently produced the adverts for the editing 
team and streamlined the procedures.  Linda we are very grateful 
and wish you well! 

 
WANTED :- ADVERTISING MANAGER
After this issue, the Chronicle no longer has an advertising 

manager.  This position is essential to the smooth running of the 
Chronicle.  We have some 50 people who give freely of their time 
and talents in the production of the Chronicle and I am SURE that 
there must be one or two others who could join the team.  Please 
do contact me as soon as possible.  The revenue from adverts is 
about one third of our running costs.  It is therefore vital that the 
job is filled promptly.  A methodical person is needed, with some 
computer literacy, as you need to communicate with the editors 
and the advertisers.         I look forward to hearing from YOU.

In the meantime please address all queries about advertising to 
me, the Chronicle Co-ordinator.   

Jean Barton (523702)   email: jeanbarton@onetel.com

RECREATION FACILITIES SURVEY (Parish Council)
Further to our (PC) investigations and research, this issue 

includes a Recreation Facility Survey (removable centre sheet).   
For this to reflect the true wishes of the residents it is essential that 
we get as many responses as possible. We will be speaking to 
individual groups and organisations, but hope that this initial 
survey will give an indication of where we should be focusing our 
efforts.  There will be boxes for responses at the Mace Store, 
Vickery’s and the Post Office (& e-mail, or phone). Please take 
the time to respond if you possibly can.        Melanie Parker 
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COMING CHRONICLES 
 The March Chronicle will be available for distribution to Area 
Agents on Friday, February 23rd, from  Helen Brasington  
(534045), who should be contacted by Agents requiring extra copies. 

The Editor will be  David Lee, 15 Corneville Road (202699).     
Contributions may be e-mailed (see below), or placed in the Chronicle 
letter box, outside Vickery’s store on Drayton Green,    

NO  LATER than 5.15 pm on Monday, February 12th  2007. 
 

After this deadline, items are given less precedence for inclusion    
(No guarantees!), and certainly need to reach us by the  Wednesday. 

NB :-  Can we politely remind Contributors that the above 
deadline is exactly that;   there seems to be a trend (with increasing 
use of e-mail) that sending items on Tuesday, Wednesday,  (or even 
later!) is ok.   It isn’t - editors are busy people, and continually 
receiving items through the week greatly reduces the time for editing, 
queries, formatting, printing etc.    It might also be accurate to point 
out that the later an item is received, the less precedence it gets, which 
can affect things when there is pressure on space for texts. 

 Editors clear the box from time to time before the deadline.  It is a 
great help when items can be left in the box a few days before the 
closing date. Some contributors are indeed doing just that,  and it 
really does help.  Thank you.

NOTES for CONTRIBUTORS
All contributions to the Chronicle are most welcome. Be sure to 
include the name, address and (in case clarification is necessary) 
telephone number of the author.  Contributions can be made :- 

1. If you’ve Internet access, by email to the relevant editor  :-  
Derek Pooley derek_pooley@talk21.com
David Lee  david_r.lee@ntlworld.com
Tony Holmes tony-holmes@ntlworld.com

Please remember to check that you soon get a confirmation reply. 
2. A recording device such as Floppy disk, CD or DVD; please 

include hard copy for checking the formatting and your address so 
that it can be easily returned. This is still a good way to receive copy 
since it removes much of the work necessary in 3 & 4 below, AND 
should help to eliminate misprints/errors from scanner problems or 
dodgy handwriting.  

3. A good, black typescript on white A4 paper or smaller. The 
scanner can read in typescripts and this is still much easier than re-
typing.   IF you prepare text on a PC to print the output and send it to 
us, thanks, BUT PLEASE SEE 2 above  -  we do return disks, honest!  

4. Finally, hand–written items. It helps if all names of people and 
places are spelt out in CAPITALS (thanks to those who do), thus 
saving mistakes and possible embarrassment. You KNOW who 
you’re writing about, but please don’t assume we do too! 

 

ADVERTISING RATES 
For Block Advert (about 1/12th  page) 

- - - - - Number of Inserts - - - - -  
Advertiser Category 1 3 6 12  
Drayton Resident £5.00 £14.00 £25.50 £48.00  
Non-Drayton Resident £6.00 £17.00  £31.50 £60.00  
Half-size block adverts, normally for one or two inserts, are 
charged at half the above rates.   
All requests must be accompanied by cash or a cheque

made payable to ‘Drayton Chronicle’. 
They may be placed in the Chronicle Letter Box, outside Vickery’s 

Hardware Store, Drayton Green, in shopping hours. 
To discus your requirements phone Jean Barton, our (temp)  Ads 

Manager (523702) or email:-   jeanbarton@onetel.com 

CHRONICLE LOTTERY 
Daphne Samworth,  Hon. Promoter  

 
RESULTS OF THE  JANUARY  LOTTERY 

Prize Winner Agent 
£25 M Ainscough        44 High Street Margaret Long 

£20 Mr Dalton              5 Steventon Road Judy Henman 

£15 Joelle Mailloux      14 High Street Darren McDonald 

£10 Mr Evans                    120 Whitehorns Way Wendy Evans 

£10 S Tamburro   The Laurels,  High Street Darren McDonald 

£10 Mrs Drew              76 Steventon Road Jackie Walker 

£10 Mr  Johnston              49 Abingdon Road Jane Henderson 

£10 S Woodward               6 High Street Darren McDonald 

£10 A Wright                4 Binning Close Judith Dunster 

£10 R Barlow                    7 Whitehorns Way Trudi Buckner 

Winning tickets, from a total of 2469 sold, were drawn by members 
of staff at Vickery’s;   High Street did very well. 

Going Away?  

RELUCTANT TO PUT UPON THE NEIGHBOURS AGAIN?
KEYMINDERS WILL VISIT YOUR HOME, PAMPER & FEED 

PETS, WATER PLANTS & CHECK SECURITY. WE ARE FULLY 
INSURED, CARING PROFESSIONALS.

Tel: 01235 520290   email: info@keyminders.co.uk 

GARDEN  RESCUE 
FENCING, TURFING, PAVING & PATIOS 

ALL ASPECTS OF GARDENING & LANDSCAPING 
COVERED BY OUR FULLY TRAINED, INSURED 

PROFESSIONALS
(CONIFER HEDGES REDUCED to COMPLY with CURRENT LEGISLATION)   

FREE QUOTATIONS                                                            
PLEASE CALL  A. M.  or  D.J. NEWMAN  on 

01865 739621              OR            07901 826455 

THE  FOLLOWING  THREE  MONTHS 

Issue for 
Copy for publication and 
return of Agents Lottery 

Packs by Monday:- 

Chronicle published and 
available for distribution 

on Friday:- 

April 19 March 30 March 
May 16 April 27 April 
June 14 May 25 May 

Holiday Villa to Let 
 Near Calis Beach, Fethiye, 

 TURKEY 
 

This well equipped villa is one of 12 set round a lovely swimming pool. 
It has four air-conditioned bedrooms and can sleep seven in comfort. 

Prices range from £200 to £360 per week, from April to October. 
If you would like a brochure please contact – 

Iain Stuart on 01235 531474  or  
IainStuart@btconnect.com 
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Sabina's

ALL AROUND 
 

DRAYTON WIVES         Daphne Barrand  
In November Jenny Pooley came and talked to us and showed 

us slides of her most interesting  holiday in Africa. Thank you  
Jenny.  

 There followed in December our Christmas coffee evening.  
Sherry, mince pies, nibbles as well as the coffee were enjoyed 
and we were entertained by Trudi, Jean, Margaret & Doris in a 
most amusing sketch.  

 Then a fun game of drawing and guessing Pub signs with 
much laughter and  we ended  with  carols. 

A very Happy  New Year to you all. 
��������	�
��	����	
��
����	��	


Mon 5th   COFFEE       Rev. Jose Midwinter,    The Vicarage 
Mon 19th   WHIST         Barbara Carter,              Caudwell DC 
Tues 27th  BIRTHDAY LUNCH   Steventon House Hotel 
 12 for 12.30pm.  (Note change of day). 
�

Margaret welcomes you to 
for your next hair appointment 

40 ABINGDON ROAD - DRAYTON - Tel. (01235) 531140 
 

Mondays & Tuesdays & Saturdays 9.00am to 5.00 pm 
Wednesday closed all day 

Thursdays 9.00am to 6.00pm, Fridays 9.00am to 7.00pm 
 

Men's hair-dressing on Mondays, 6.30 to 8.00pm,
when appointments aren't necessary, so why not call in?

Special rates for Pensioners and Free Car Parking

The ROYAL BRITISH LEGION Pearl Stanbridge  
At the recent AGM, the Rev Colin Patching stood down as 

our Chaplain and our thanks go to him for his services over the 
years.  I welcome with pleasure on behalf of the branch the 
Revd Helen Kendrick as our new Chaplain, and also welcome 
Mr Richard Whittle as our new Standard Bearer.   All other 
officers were returned unopposed.  

The annual dinner was a great success, and the speaker (Major 
Karl Frankland) was excellent. 

PLEASE ‘Help us to help them’ by supporting our annual 
EASTER DRAW; tickets are on sale from the normal outlets.  

The next Committee meeting will be held on Monday 19th 
February at 8pm. 

 

W.  J.  TAYLOR  &  SONS
FORGE GARAGE

HIGH STREET, DRAYTON
Nr. ABINGDON, OXON OX14 4JW

SUN Tuning
Car,  M/C  &  3-Wheeler

M.O.T.  WHILE  YOU  WAIT
CAR  -  Service and Repairs 

Telephone   ABINGDON 531350
VINTAGE ROLLS-ROYCE WEDDING HIRE

 

HAVE YOU TRIED OUR FREE RANGE EGGS?
SUTTON COURTENAY

MILTON

DRAYTON

STEVENTON

BROOK FARM

Brook Farm, Milton Road

NEW OPENING HOURS….. Mon to Sat 9.00 am to 1.00pm, 
Except Friday……9.00am to 6.00pm 

FREE RANGE EGGS,  & POTATOES (if available) 
Our own lamb available May to December 

“The Computer Lady”
Internet, email, modem/broadband, security, 
virus/spyware/adware removal, networking,  

parts upgrades, training, PC basics 
All types of computer problems and  

maintenance covered 

Call Tracey Talbot  
On  01235 848415    or    07776 413602 

DRAYTON PLAYERS  Jean Hager  
There are just a few weeks to go before our presentation of 

THE BOY FRIEND. 
Don’t forget that it will be performed over two weekends :– 

Thursday  to Saturday 15 – 17th February, and then 22nd – 
24th, curtain up at 7.30pm.  This gives you a wider choice of 
dates, so don’t forget to book early to secure your preferred 
seat. 

This year, for the first time, you will be able to book BY 
POST as well as by ’phone (see our front page advertisement 
for this number).   Postal requests should be addressed to :-  
THE BOY FRIEND  Box Office, 40 Castle Street, Steventon, 
Oxon. OX13 6SR.  Tickets are £7 and cheques should be made 
payable to Drayton Players, and be accompanied by a stamped 
self- addressed  envelope.

This is a very bubbly, lively production with lots of singing 
and dancing.  As I have said before, our junior section figures 
prominently in it and their great enthusiasm is sure to reach out 
and infect the whole audience with a great sense of the fun of it 
all.  Our photo (there’s more space for it on page 11) shows 
Emily Bell and Jamie Sutton frolicking ‘Sur la Plage’. 

Do come along and enjoy a really good evening of family 
entertainment. You are sure to go home humming the catchy 
tunes.  
 

ST PETER'S CHURCH HOME-VISITING GROUP  
will visit anyone who is, or has been, ill or is recently home from 

hospital, or unable to get out because of a disability, or is in any other 
circumstances where support would be welcomed.   

Please contact:-    Neen Priestnall (531330), Jean Hager (531558), 
Sally Dixon (531547) or Jackie Walker (522361). 
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ST PETER'S  CHURCH 
 
Priest in Charge Revd Sister Josie Midwinter 531374 
Licensed Lay Minister    Dr Peter Barton 523702 
OLM in training      
& Choir 

Mrs Rosie Bruce 525284 

Churchwardens Mrs Sue Harris 848361 
 Mr Peter Cline  530519 
Organist Mr Adrian Thompson    01865 714801  
CHURCH NOTICES
REGULAR SERVICES 
Sunday 8.00 am Holy Communion (CW Traditional). 

10.00 am Sung Eucharist (CW)  except 2nd Sunday, when 
a non-Eucharistic Family Service is held. 

Mon-Fri 8.15 am Morning Prayer (CW) in Lady Chapel 
Weds 10.30 am Parents’ & Toddlers’ Service - Church Room 
Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion (CW) in Lady Chapel  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 
Sunday 10.00 am Sunday Pebbles (3rd Sunday)  Church Room 
Monday 7.45 pm Bellringing Practice   Bell Tower 
Friday 6.30 pm Choir Practice (Alt’ate Fridays) Church Room 
 
CALENDAR FOR  JANUARY & FEBRUARY  
JAN
Sun    14th 10.00 am Christingle service 
FEB
Sun    4th 11.15 am Sale of Fair Trade goods 
Tues   6th   3.00 pm 1st Tuesday Connections  Church Room 
Wed  21st    8.00 pm Ash Wednesday Service 
 
PARISH REGISTER 
Funeral Nov 20th George (Jimmy) James 
 Nov 24th Anthony Luker 
 Jan 5th Jack Armitage 
 Jan 12th Robert Richardson 
 Jan 16th Maurice Dixon 
Burial of Ashes Dec 17th Violet Lee 
 Dec 27th Kenneth Toplis 

 

Glenn & Janet welcome you 
Lunch Served 12-2pm Mon to Sat

Evening Meals Served 6pm-8pm Mon to Fri

Open all day Everyday 
 

Ask About Our Loyalty Reward Card 
 

Enjoy dining in traditional pub surroundings or, 
weather permitting, in our beautiful garden, 

complete with covered patio. 
Senior Citizen discount 20%, Monday --- Friday

For party bookings or enquiries  
phone 01235 531457 

� � � � � � � � �

Letter from  St Peter’s Church
Dear Friends, 
Sales … Sales … Sales … Everyone loves a bargain and so straight 
after Christmas the shopping public were out in force seeing what 
bargains they could get. Some people got up early to queue, while 
others do their homework and targeted specific bargains. Whatever 
method you use there is a real thrill in getting  items  for a knock 
down price. 

Some bargains however are not quite what they seem. Recently 
Channel 4 showed a programme entitled ‘The Lost Gospels of Judas’. 
It was an interesting programme in so far as it showed how an ancient 
text, in poor condition, could be preserved, translated and read. But I 
am sure the reason for showing it on prime time television was more 
to do with its connection with the conspiracy theory promoted by Dan 
Brown’s book The Da Vinci Code. Brown and others are eager to 
suggested the early church cooked up reasons to suppress important 
texts which were necessary to the truth of Christianity.  

Nothing could be further from the truth. These texts were not so 
much suppressed, as rejected by the early church because they were 
misleading, and draw people away from the core truths of Jesus’ 
message. They claim that Jesus did not  live and die as the Son of 
God, but as a mere human being, who had a temporary divine ‘spark’ 
from God. This led them to the belief that some people who also had 
the divine ‘spark’ were superior and those who didn’t were inferior 
Christians. They also promoted the idea that our human bodies are not 
important and can be used (or abused) any way we like. It is only our 
‘soul’ which needs to be preserved for the next life.  

Mainstream Christianity rejects both of these ideas. There is no 
elitism in Christianity - we are all equal in the sight of God. Also there 
is no segregation - God created us in his own image, body, soul and 
spirit. The true message of Christianity is about God’s love for his 
own people in all its fullness. 

If you go down to the bargain basement you can find any number of 
‘hidden’ texts - and they are really cheap. But then the ideas they put 
forward are either valueless or misleading. Not much of a bargain if 
they don’t work! 

The love and forgiveness which is offered through Jesus is not 
hidden in some dark corner, but is on full display where all can see it. 
God’s forgiveness is a free gift which comes to us from God’s 
bountiful love. Life issues cannot be treated like sale items to be found 
on a rummaged table. Love, forgiveness, joy and peace are too 
precious to be treated like that. If you want the real value then choose 
the items of real value - these are found in the life-giving message of 
Jesus. Not just a bargain, but a gift! 

Yours sincerely    Josie Midwinter 
 

YOU STAY - WE PRAY During this time we will pray 
for all the people who live and work in these roads:-    

 
31 Dec - 13 Jan:- Steventon Road; Eastway; Eastway MHP
14 – 20 Jan:- Church Lane; Henleys Lane; Caudwell Close; 

Gravel Lane
21 Jan – 3 Feb:-      Abingdon Road; Oday Hill; Binning Close; 

Haywards Road
4 – 10 Feb:- Sutton Wick Lane; Greenacres; Newman Lane; 

Conifer Drive
11 – 24 Feb:- Hilliat Fields; Lyford Close; Manor Close; 

The Green
25 Feb – 3 Mar:- High Street; Chiers Drive; Cheers Farm; 

Halls Close
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(MORE) ALL AROUND 
DRAYTON W.I.       Doreen Buckland 

For our Christmas meeting we had a very enjoyable Bring & 
Share supper.  During the evening we presented a cheque for 
£250 to Mrs Doreen Eato, for the Response Defibrillator British 
Heart Foundation.  A similar cheque will be presented to the 
Thames Valley and Chiltern Air Ambulance Response Team. 

The coffee morning in December raised £57, thank you for 
your support. 

For our January meeting, members are going to the George & 
Dragon, Sutton Courtenay for a meal. 

The next coffee morning will be on Feb 10th. 
 

N. HAYCROFT PLUMBING 

A complete Plumbing Service 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Taps, Tanks, Ball Valves, Leaks, 
Stopcocks, Burst Pipes, Pumps, Cylinders, 

Immersions, Radiators, Basins, Sinks. 
Installation of Washing Machines, Dishwashers, 

Showers & Bathrooms 
Over 30 years experience 

All work fully guaranteed and fully insured 

Tel : 01235 814739 

GEOFF AND MARIAN’S 

MACE  STORE 

FOR ALL YOUR DELIVERED PAPERS,  
MAGAZINES and CARDS, 

GROCERIES, FROZEN FOODS, 
and SAVOURY SNACKS.  

OFF LICENCE  &  LOTTERY 

LINK CASH MACHINE NOW AVAILABLE 

BREAD BAKED DAILY 
ORDERS TAKEN FOR FRESH BREAD  

MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 
TEL: 01235 202855 

FAX: 01235 531217 

Neil Greenaway
Carpenter & Joiner 

Doors, Skirtings, Windows, Flooring, 
Kitchens, Locks, Bookcases, Etc

Tel: 07771517536 

Email:neilgreenaway@btinternet.com

Mrs Suzy Willis 
MCSP SRP 

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPIST 
Old Lodge, Henleys Lane 

Drayton, OX14 4HU 
Tel 01235 531269 

Please ring for an appointment 

Drayton BOWLS CLUB                 ‘Roll-Up’ 
At the half way stage of the winter league both teams are well 

placed with 'The Rollers' in 2nd place, and 'The Hammers' are 
top of their league, so we hope they will be able to keep it 
together for the second half of the season.  

 And to wrap another successful year for the club, finals day 
was a great success, 27 member took part, and the winners for 
2006 were as follows:- Didcot Windows open singles - Jean 
Mullins;   'Dereck Messenger' Ladies Singles - Barbara Watts; 

‘Henry Bunce' handicap pairs - Bryn Jones, Norman Hopkins. 
'Wally Weightman triples' -  Tony Wright, Josie Carter, and 
June Hyde;    'Beryl James triples' - Tony Wright, Doreen Jones, 
and Julie Brain. 

'Don Alexander' single, pairs - Tony Mullins, Maurice 
Bartlett,  Cyril Carter.  ‘The Attwood' cup -  Tony Mullins. 

'Rose Bowl' triple league -  Jean Mullins, Ann Richardson, 
Jane Pimm.     'The John Berry' fours league -  John Goodacre, 
Val Locke, Neville Ferris, Cyril Carter. 

In the evening 30 members went to the 'Boundary House' for a 
meal and that rounded off a very nice day. 

The Dinner Dance Pesentation night will have been held at 
Abingdon United Football Club on Jan 12th, at the time of these 
notes 41 members will be attending, this number is up on last 
year which is good news. 

And in closing these notes we would like to wish Jean 
(Mullins) a speedy recovery from her recent operaton, and a 
quick retun to bowls. 

And to all members old and new would like to wish everyone 
a happy and heathy new year. 

We are still looking for new members, anyone interested just pop 
into the Hall when sessions are being held, that’s Mondays &  Thurs,    
2 till 5,  and Weds 7 till 10;   you’ll be made very welcome.

SWEDE MADE UK Ltd
WE FIT KITCHENS AND WARDROBES

WE CAN MAKE YOU A KITCHEN OR WARDROBE

OR SIMPLY FIT ONE YOU HAVE BOUGHT!

ALL TILING, ELECTRICS & PLUMBING INCLUDED IN 
THE PRICE

HOME TELEPHONE JOHN: 01235 533433 

WORKSHOP: 01865 864636 

Letters to the Editor  
The Editor reserves the right to shorten, clarify or reject any letter. 
Each letter must bear a legible name & address, and Tel. No in case 
any text needs verification. 
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BAPTIST CHURCH 
PASTORAL Co-Ordinator:- Roy Brown................. 531296 
 
REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICES 

11.15 am Presently only one morning service per month;
this is the Family Service, and is on  

the first Sunday of each month. 
6.00 pm Evening  Service.     A traditional form of service,  

frequently with guest speakers. 
(Communion every  second  Sunday) 

 
Come and join us every Sunday – we look forward to 

seeing you.            Next Family Services are (all 11.15am):- 
Feb 4th;   Mar 4th.

EVERYONE IS MOST WELCOME

SIMON MURRAY MPTA CGLI 
 M.I.M.I.T.  N.T.C. DIPLOMA 

Piano Tuning and Repairs 
 By Qualified, 

 Experienced Technician 
 

Most of Oxfordshire and 
 Surrounding Areas Covered 

Please telephone 01235 525427 early evening 
 or leave a message on the answer-phone during the day 

 

ED VAIZEY   -  Your Local MP
As some of you may know I was appointed Shadow Culture 

spokesman for the Conservatives towards the end of last year.  So,  
besides constituency duties, I speak for the party on many issues, 
including the BBC, broadcasting in general, digital switchover, 
museums and galleries, libraries, music, theatre and film. 

One of the reasons I love representing Wantage & Didcot is that 
so much that happens locally is relevant to the national debate, be 
it science or business or many other issues.  The arts are no 
different.  We have a thriving arts scene, and in 2007, 
(Oxfordshire’s millennium), the arts will be to the fore.  Faringdon 
and Wantage both have hugely successful art festivals; Wantage 
and Wallingford have great museums; Wallingford has two great 
music festivals; Didcot is getting its very own arts centre and 
cinema shortly.  We have many local artists and highly successful 
brass bands and choirs.   

It is not all rosy of course – the closure of the Wantage cinema 
is a reminder that cultural resources are always under threat.  I 
would be happy to hear from anyone with an opinion about the 
arts or broadcasting, and how they think Government policy can 
develop. 

In February 2007, I am taking part in the Westminster 
Challenge. This is a one week trek across the Arctic wilderness 
by husky dog sled with four other MPs. We will be travelling 
through Finland, Sweden and Norway, over more than 400 miles. 

I'm raising money for :- Crimestoppers, and the Oxfordshire 
Community Foundation, which gives money to local charities in 
this  constituency.  To donate, please see details on my website. 

If you need to get in touch with me, telephone 020 7219 6350, 
write to me at the House of Commons, London SW1A OAA, or you 
can e-mail me on vaizeye@parliament.uk ; The Website is 
www.vaizey.com with up to date news and surgery details:-  

There is no need to book an appointment (times are from 5.30 pm to 
7pm unless stated).  Upcoming surgery is in Faringdon Corn 
Exchange on Jan 19th.  

 

DAVID N. BENN
Fellow, British Horological Institute

4 Latton Close, Chilton, Oxon. OX11 0SU

Telephone (01235) 834303
FREE ESTIMATES, COLLECTION & DELIVERY

CLOCK REPAIRS
AND  RESTORATION

NEIGHBOURHOOD NEWS 
We offer sincere condolences to Sally Dixon of Lockway and 

her family on the recent death, after a long illness, of her husband, 
Maurice. 

 
Anne & Anthony Andrews (Middle Barn, Sutton Wick Lane) 

thank you for the warm welcome to Drayton in the November 
Chronicle;  “we have settled in happily”.  

Welcome to Jon and Louise Griffiths and the 2 dogs, Eli and 
Saffie, who have moved into 7, Haywards Road.   

Congratulations to Peter and Joanne Selby of 9, Binning Close 
on the birth of William Ross, a brother for Matthew. 

And . . .welcome to new puppy Sally at 9, Whitehorns Way. 
 

Needs Volunteer Drivers 
To take elderly and needy people to appointments at Hospitals, 

Surgeries, Dentists etc. 
Do as much or as little driving as you like! 

Drivers are paid a mileage allowance 
If you are interested, contact the Centre on 01235 

522438 between 10.00 and 12.30, Mondays to Fridays. 

WHAT’S YOUR NEW YEAR RESOLUTION ?

Trying to get a bit fitter and meet new friends? How about 
joining in on a Health Walk in Abingdon? 

Health Walks Can:- 
Improve muscle and bone strength 

Help lower blood pressure 
Strengthen heart and lungs 

Help with weight loss 
Reduce stress and Make you feel good. 

Volunteer Leaders will meet you every Wednesday at 10.30 at 
the Tennis and Leisure Centre. The walk, along local paths and 
tracks, lasts about an hour. On our return to the leisure centre you 
may like to purchase a drink and stop for a chat. No specialist 
equipment is required for the walk, just wear comfy clothes and 
shoes. 

THESE HEALTH WALKS ARE FUN, FRIENDLY, & FREE. 
For more information please contact Viv Boorman (554751). 
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Recreation Facility Survey 
for the residents of Drayton 

 
Proposal:  There is the possibility that the areas around the village hall could be utilised 
to provide new facilities.  Namely the section between the village hall and the football 
pitch.   

Please tick the appropriate boxes. 
 

1.  Do you use the Drayton Recreation Ground?  Yes  No  

2. If yes, how? 
 

3. In which sports or clubs do you currently participate, in the village? 
 

4. Given the opportunity, what sports/clubs would you like to participate in? 
 

5. Do you have children? Yes  No  

6. If yes, please complete their age and gender? 
 
Child 1 Child 2 Child 3 Child 4 Child 5 

7. Does  your child/children use Drayton recreation 
 ground? 

Yes  No  

8. If yes, what do they like to do there? 
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9. The area in front of the football pitch is currently used for (football) training but 
there is a section in front of the hall that may be improved to provide additional facilities 
for residents.  If sufficient funds can be raised, what improvements (if any) would you 
like to see made to this area? 
 

10.  Would you be able to join a working group to take 
 this project forward? 

Yes  No  

Please fill in your name and contact details if you would like to help or to be kept in 
touch with the outcome. 
 
Name: 
 

Phone Number: 

Address: 
 

You can e-mail your completed form to:  Survey@redtreeit.co.uk

or return your completed forms to the response boxes at either the Mace shop, Vickery’s 
or the Post Office,   or contact Melanie Parker 07799 850974.                             

REF:  D.C 01 
 

This project has been initiated by the Parish Council 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO THIS SURVEY 
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YOUR LETTERS 
 

PACE  -  Thank You
Dear Sir,   PACE Centre, Aylesbury 
On behalf of the Trustees and staff the PACE Centre in Aylebury, I 

would like to thank the people of Drayton for their generosity in 
donating £177.46 to help us in our work with children with motor 
disorders.  Children who come to PACE have physical disabilities 
which make it difficult for them to do things other children do 
naturally: walk, talk, play, use their hands and participate in a full 
academic curriculum. However, through participation in daily 
programmes, tailor made to meet their needs, they learn that they also 
can achieve success – they can see themselves as ‘able’. 

We receive some statutory funding for nursery and school-
aged pupils, but have to raise funds to make up the full cost of 
each of these pupils, and pay for the early years provision. 

The Centre therefore relies on the generous support of the 
local community to meet its costs.  In providing these funds, 
your readers have helped to ensure that our special children 
reach their full potential and the future that they so deserve.  

Yours Sincerely    Susan Muir (Administrator)     
 

Janet Manning 
HOMOEOPATH 

B.A. Dip.Ed.  M.A. Lic LCCH.  RSHom  
Safe, gentle healing, suitable for all ages  

Daytime, Evening appointments and Home visits 

01235 527603 
11 Newman Lane, Drayton 

FRIDAY CLUB
Dear Sir,     

We wish to THANK all COOKS and DRIVERS for their help 
during the past year, without their help we would be unable to 
run the Friday Club. 

Thanks also to the people who stand in for us when we are 
unable to be there.  Thanks also to Geoff & Marian Dix for 
wine and mince pies for the Christmas Dinner  -  32 people sat 
down to a lovely meal. 

Our thanks also go to Brian Thompson for the music during 
that afternoon.  We would like to thank the members for our 
lovely flowers. 

Thank You, and a Happy New Year. 
 Sylvia and Sheila 
 

Home Helpers Care Ltd
The Office 22 High Street Drayton Oxon OX14 4JL

Tel:  01235 550202  Fax 01235 533233
(Established since 1993)

Providing Services in the South & Vale to:
Private Customers / Direct Payment Customers / 

Social Services Funded Customers / Independent Living Customers. 
Comprehensive Range of Care Services

Day & Night Sitters : Meals : At home laundry
Shopping / Collecting Pensions / Paying Bills

Light Domestic

Call the team for further information.

A Sight to See?
Dear Sir,   28 Lockway 

Firstly I’d like to congratulate your team on the wonderful 
December issue of the Chronicle, it is great, WELL DONE!! 

Secondly, on Friday Dec 1st, I lost my reading glasses, and I 
thought, “well, I’ve just lost them, goodbye”.  But, when I got 
home later,  I couldn’t believe my eyes when on the doormat 
were my glasses.  Incredible! 

So, I’d like to thank the kind person who returned them via 
the letterbox.  Thank YOU very much. 

 G Carter     

Beetle Drive 
2pm on Sunday 25th February 
in the Caudwell Day Centre 

Beetle is a game, which is easy to play by all age groups and 
produces lots of fun. 

Refreshmemts included.  First prize and booby prize.  
Raffle. 

Tickets £2 for adults and £1 for children 
available from the Church or Church members. 

In aid of St. Peter’s church 

ABINGDON ALZHEIMER’S CLUB
Dear Sir,     
Thank you very much - again - to everyone contributing to the  

collection of Milk Container tops in Geoff  and Marian’s  shop. The 
first 12 bags  went to the recycling company in Portsmouth in 
November, courtesy of Freight Shepherd, Culham. They weighed 72 
kilos  which I’m told is a good start!

The tops are granulated and sold on to make yet more plastic items, 
possibly containers, so we  are definitely  re-cycling.  

The Club will benefit  financially from each ton they receive, so 
please keep up the good work. Thank you  and Happy New Year.   

Shirley Schofield 
 

A.L.VICKERY & SON 
5, THE GREEN, DRAYTON,  OX14 4JA 

01235  531497 
COOKSHOP  –  HOUSEWARES  –  DIY 
ELECTRICAL TOOLS  –  GARDENING 

LOCKSMITHS  –  KEYS CUT WHILE YOU WAIT 

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY,  9 to 5.30 
CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 
Park your car outside the Store 

NOW STOCKING HOOVER BAGS & PRE-PACKED COAL 

Candlelight Carols – book the Date!
Dear Sir,    

May I thank all those who supported the Candlelight Carols in 
Drayton Hall just before Christmas, it was the best turn out we have 
ever had. Through your generosity we raised £231.81 for NCH 
Action for Children, and because so many of you kindly completed 
the details on the Gift Aid Envelopes an additional Refund Tax of 
£41.06 will be added to take the total to £272.87 - quite a record! 

We hope to see you again next time - book the date now - Sunday 
9th December at 7.15 pm. 

Many thanks to all the contributors and helpers for a great result. 
 Geoff Caudle 
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WOODEN SPOON RECIPE No. 24  
Parsley Chicken with Cashew nuts (from Feb ’92) 
 (Serves 8)    2 oz creamed coconut, bunch of fresh parsley,  8oz 

onion (skinned and sliced),  8 chicken breast fillets,       4 tablespoons 
plain flour, 2 tablespoons each ground coriander and cumin, 2 
teaspoons ground turmeric, salt and freshly ground black pepper, 4 
tablespoons oil plus a little extra, 1oz butter, 5oz salted cashew nuts,   
1 pint chicken stock,       4 tablespoons lemon juice. 

Break up the coconut and dissolve in ¼ pint boiling water.     Chop 
the parsley to give about 6 tablespoons.   Split each chicken breast to 
give two thinner fillets. Mix together the flour, spices and seasoning.    
Use to coat the chicken.  

Heat 4 tablespoons oil and the butter in a large sauté pan. Brown 
the chicken pieces half at a time; remove from pan. Add the onion and 
4 oz nuts with more oil if necessary and lightly brown, stirring 
frequently.  

Mix in any remaining flour followed by the coconut water, the 
stock, 5 level tablespoons parsley and the lemon juice.  

Return the chicken to the pan. Bring to the boil, cover and simmer 
for about 20 minutes, or until the chicken is quite tender, stirring 
occasionally.  

Uncover and bubble down the juices until slightly thickened. Adjust 
seasoning and sprinkle with the remaining chopped parsley and nuts.  

 Lois Rennells 

NEIL ALLEN 
 Windows & Doors 
 

Quality Double Glazing Products

Windows & Replacement Sealed Units  
 Conservatories, Patio & French Doors 

Competitive Prices              20 Years Experience 
For a FREE no-obligation quotation call 
Neil Allen on  01235 528446  0r  07770 456321 

 

Vale Reservoir Group (Fluvius)
Vale Reservoir Group (Fluvius) has set up a web site 

www.fluvius.org.uk;  this has drawn together most of the 
information available at present.  You can download 
information from the county council, district council and 
central government.  Your parish council is also encouraged to 
post information on the website about their views if they wish. 

You can give your own views via the forum page, and these 
will be passed on to your parish council (if you wish).  You can 
register as a member and receive updates on what is happening. 

View the web site for more information; make your views 
known either to your councillors or to us via the web site.  The 
reservoir is a massive project so we must make our voice heard.        
 

M & J Didcock      
Funeral Services 

______________________ 

A caring independent Family Funeral Service 
A Chapel of Rest in the heart of the countryside  

17, Park Road  
 Didcot, OX11 8QL  Memorials &  
 Tel: (01235) 510292 Funeral Plans 

Fax: (01235) 512789   arranged 

RESERVOIR NEWS

GARD Letter 
Dear Sir,   via e-mail 
Early January has seen Thames Water start Phase 2 of the 

consultation process even though the objectives for Phase 1 
have not been met. 

GARD has started its public campaign with a tent just outside 
Steventon Village hall on the first 2 days of the Thames Water 
Exhibition. We had many visitors who raised concerns about 
what Thames Water were saying and indeed were NOT saying. 

We understand how people might feel from the style of 
presentations made by Thames Water to the public why some 
people might feel the Reservoir is a ‘Done deal’.  

It is NOT.  We CAN all make a difference. 
GARD would like to remind all that will be affected by the 

reservoir, should it go ahead, of the meeting at Steventon 
Village Hall at 7.30pm on 23rd February. At this meeting 
we would particularly welcome young people to join us in 
our efforts to persuade the authorities of how inappropriate this  
proposed reservoir really is. It is this age group that will bear 
the burden of  its consequences into the future. 

 Carole Hooper 
 

RESERVOIR AFFECTED PARISHES GROUP 

The Reservoir Affected Parishes (RAP) group wish to draw 
attention   to the response of the Environment Agency to the Thames 
Water Stage One Consultation, an exhibition held in several village 
halls in the area. 

Below is a selection of some of the observations made by the 
Environment Agency in its official response to Thames Water’s Needs 
and Alternatives Report – the document dated September 14th 2006 
which was handed out to visitors to the exhibition. 

 “Our view is that you have not put sufficient effort into 
consideration of these elements and you have put resource 
development at the front of your approach. This goes against 
Government policy. We do not feel you have justified how large a 
resource needs to be and whether it needs to be a reservoir. ”   

“The Government and ourselves expect water companies to use a 
‘twin track’ approach, with priority given to reducing demand and 
leakage reduction before new sources of water are considered. Our 
response is based on rigorous application of this principle. ” 

“You have failed to meet leakage targets in recent years. This is 
unacceptable and you must deliver targets from now to 2010.”  

“Your metering targets must go much further, we think you should 
aim for full metering across your company area within 10 years.” 

“Reducing water use to at least 120 litres per person per day is 
entirely feasible for new homes and can be achieved at very minimal 
cost. We believe that you must do more to educate and advise your 
customers on the wise use of water.” 

“Your current and forecast per capita consumption is high 
compared with many other water companies in England, and very 
high compared with many European countries. There is significant 
scope (through metering, tariffs and other demand management 
interventions) to reduce demand for water.” 

The RAP group represents the parishes of East and West Hanney, 
Ardington and Lockinge, Frilford, East Hendred, Steventon and 
Sutton Courtenay. After these doubts expressed by the Environment 
Agency and other public bodies the RAP group contacted TW 
suggesting that the Stage Two round of exhibitions would be a  good 
place to describe the continuing concerns, and also asked TW to make 
it clear on any response forms they might hand out that the need for 
this major new reservoir was as yet far from certain. 
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PARISH COUNCIL ( Dec 4) 
Spearheaded by the enthusiasm of Melanie Parker, a group of 

interested people has continued to investigate ways of providing 
better play facilities for village youngsters. This entails finding 
space and finance and dealing with all the legalities involved, a 
complicated and time-consuming undertaking. The group has 
sought the advice of the Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association 
and Thames Valley police.  Patience will be needed as providing 
what is hoped for cannot happen overnight. 

Again the proposed reservoir was high on the agenda. As 
reported last month the Council asked for further explanation of 
the technical data and the need for a reservoir, but this has not 
been given. Instead there are to be public exhibitions of stage 2 of 
the plans, and at the Parish Council’s request one is to be held in 
Drayton Hall on January 23 & 24, 9am – 6pm. 

The Council had invited Trustees of the Millennium Green to 
the meeting in order to discuss the relationship between Council 
and Trust, so that the Green can be cared for as efficiently as 
possible. As the Parish Council makes a substantial financial 
contribution for the upkeep of the Green it is important the two 
bodies work closely. All were agreed that the area is a huge asset 
to the village, much used by many people. A rota of litter pickers 
operates but the Trust would be grateful to anyone who picks up 
rubbish. 

It was distressing to note that three panes of reinforced glass on 
the bus shelter opposite the Post Office have recently been 
smashed. They cost hundreds of pounds to repair, and that of 
course is covered by PC insurance. Insurance cover is paid for out 
of public money so whoever the perpetrator is may well be 
indirectly paying part of the cost, or causing his/her parents to. �

L. J. MULLINS 
PAINTING & DECORATING

Interior & Exterior, Domestic & Commercial 

Local, reliable, professional, friendly service 

Competitive prices 

Contact Lee on 07815 288909 
or   01235 554032 

East workshop, Rich’s Sidings, Broadway, Didcot, OX11 8AG

MEMORIALS GARDEN

NEW MEMORIALS TABLES
RESTORATIONS BENCHES
ADDITIONAL INSCRIPTIONS FOUNTAINS
VASES PLANTERS
GLASS CHIPPINGS STATUARY

KITCHEN WORKTOPS FLOOR TILES

We are a family run business with years of experience; 
customer care is our priority.  No obligation home appointments 
by male or female staff.  We have an outdoor show area and 
sales office near Travis Perkins.  Our garden stone is unique, 
each one is hand carved in solid granite.

MARSHALL & GALPIN
S  O  L  I  C  I  T  O  R  S

o Commercial & Residential Conveyancing 
o Divorce, Mediation & Family Matters 
o Medical Accidents & Injury Claims 
o Probate, Wills & Trusts 
o Company & Commercial matters 
o Employment Law 

Free initial interviews & fixed fees available 

 Call Abingdon 01235 555345 
www.marshallgalpin.com 

 

FOR HIRE
 A Fantastic selection of hats in stunning colours &
designs to suit everyone for all those Special Occasions

Weddings, Christenings, Henley Regatta,
A Day at the Races, Garden Parties, Etc.

Prices range from as little as £15.00 with a deposit of the
same amount which you receive back on return of the item.

Contact Carol at Hats & Tiaras on 07967 509582
Or Email carol.chung@ntlworld.com

It has been disappointing to hear that, after all, Sutton Wick and 
Gravel Lane paths do not qualify for funding to upgrade them. In 
fact the OCC’s Environment department tells us that they are low 
priority. After the recent persistent rain both paths have very 
muddy patches, Sutton Wick path particularly so. If you use these 
paths and find them unacceptably slippery or difficult please write 
to :- Mark Sumner, Environment & Economy Dept., OCC 
Countryside Services, Holton, Witney, OX33 1QQ. On a brighter 
note, since the Council meeting the Environment department has 
informed us that the bridleway beyond the Village Hall, west of 
the A34, has been cleared of fallen trees and overgrowth up to the 
disused canal. 

On the subject of paths, two members of the public attended the 
meeting, concerned about proposed building of three houses 
behind Barton garage and the impact that may have on Kiln Lane 
which may be the access route to those homes. The council will 
monitor the situation. 

Parish Councils will be included in next spring’s local 
elections. Our Council is well below its full quota of members. 
The work of the Council is interesting and important in helping 
to maintain good quality village life. Please think seriously if  
you might offer yourself as a Councillor for a few years. 

All are welcome to the next meeting at 7.45pm on Monday 
5th February in the Caudwell Day Centre.     Jenny Pooley 

 

Tess M. Goldblatt  BSc. Hons (Pod)  HPC Registered MChS, SRCh 

PODIATRIST/CHIROPODIST  
Specialising in all types of foot care 

Home visiting practice 
Evenings/Weekends/Emergencies 

• Corns 
• Callouses 
• Ingrowing toe nails 
• All general foot problems 

Over 12 years experience working in the NHS 
TEL: 01235 526505  MOBILE: 07976 974115 
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Millennium Green Wardens 
We are planning a revised list of wardens for the Millennium 
Green.  Many people have already helped to keep our green 
tidy and presentable, making it something for the village to be 
really proud of. 

We plan to form a rota of volunteers to act as WARDENS, a 
fortnight at a time once or twice during the year.  We would 
like to include people from all the village, especially those who 
use and enjoy it regularly. 

If you already a warden, and wish to keep your present ‘slot’, 
we will assume you are happy to continue.  If you are no longer 
able to help, please let us know as soon as possible. 

If you would like to be included in this worthwile cause, 
please contact Gwen & Tony Price, 39A Sutton Wick Lane 
(531205).  When we have enough helpers, a rota will be sent 
out with a brief description of duties, which are not very 
onerous. 
 

NEED COMPUTER HELP? 
Home, home office, small business  

Repairs, Upgrades, Email/Internet connection issues, Anti-virus, Web-site 
design, Installing new hardware or software, Networks, Broadband.

Tuition: Internet, Email, Scanning and Photo-enhancing, Spreadsheet, Word 
Processing, or simply a basic introduction to your computer any issue that 

prevents you getting the best from your PC.
I can make it easy by offering tuition and guidance IN YOUR 

HOME or BUSINESS at a time to suit you.

Martin Underwood      01235 847104 or 07748 632563 

Benton & Bryan 
Renovation & Maintenance Services 

• 24 hour plumbing service 
• Loft conversions, extensions, brickwork etc. 
• Plastering, decorating, carpentry, electrics etc. 
• Commercial or private  
• All work to a high standard     

Tel: Steventon 01235 832 513;  Mobile: 07 905 386 150 
 

Email: suzanne.benton@btopenworld.com 
 

M S Lally 
Gas Boiler Service 

 01235 848592                  0796 7015 065 
Servicing and Repairs 

Systems Installed 
Boiler changes 

Systems Power Flushed 
85 Milton Road, Sutton Courtenay 

martin.lally@tesco.net 

ARE YOU IN THE DARK ?

If your streetlight isn’t working, or wastes resources by being 
on in the daytime, then PLEASE report it on the County 

Council hotline (free) 0800 317802   -   help them by giving 
the town, road, and if possible the number on the post, or 

failing that the nearest house.

HOUSE DETECTIVES (By Josie Midwinter) 

If you live in an older house it is often a matter of interest to find out 
more about the property and the people who lived there. This interest 
in house-history led to a very successful TV programme where experts 
looked at various aspects of the house and discovered more about its 
age, construction, and who had lived there. It would be nice to be able 
to call in experts to do such work on our own house, but that could be 
rather expensive. However on a more modest scale you might be able 
to find out quite a bit using local records. 

In order to test this out I did a bit of detective work on a house here 
in Drayton. Drayton Villa is situated along the Abingdon Road and is 
occupied by the Griffiths Family who have lived there for 14 years. 
Some of you will know the house as the former home of Miss Edith 
Pullin, she was a piano teacher who gave lessons in her house. Her 
mother bought the house in 1900 and Miss Pullin lived there for some 
40 years until she died in the 1960s. 

The house was built in 1840 so it one of the oldest properties in that 
part of the village. In the church archives we have the Census records 
for 1851, 61, 71, 81 and 91. Sadly the earlier census returns were not 
very detailed so it is not easy to work out who live where. In the 1871 
census it appears the house was occupied by Revd Fredrick Theobald 
the first vicar of Drayton, he was a lodger there until the Vicarage was 
built in the High Street. The house was then came into the ownership 
of the Cheer Family.  

In 1881 it was occupied by Mary Cheer, a widow aged 75, and 
various relations. Using the transcripts of the parish registers I was 
able to discover that Mary had been married to William, son of John 
and Martha Cheer. This was confirmed by looking up the churchyard 
records and finding the gravestone of William and Mary Cheer which 
gave their dates including the fact that Mary died in 1882. The house 
then passed to Martha Cheer, a spinster aged 65. Martha was the 
daughter of Joseph and Ann Cheer.  

Using the earlier transcripts (1607-1813) I was able to discover that 
John and Joseph were both sons of William and Ann Cheer - so Mary 
and Martha were cousins. However there was a slight puzzle. Martha 
Cheer was described as ‘living on own means’ at Drayton Villa. 
Meanwhile her widowed mother and younger sister were resident in 
one of the almshouses. Why did Martha not look after her mother and 
younger sister? There is no way to answer that question, but it is 
interesting to unravel some of the stories which go with the houses of 
Drayton and Sutton Wick. 

We are fortunate to have the typed and indexed copies of census 
records and certain parish registers. We also have typed copies of the 
Bishop’s transcripts form 1607-1813. And, a survey was done of the 
churchyard gravestones, now recorded and indexed. It is amazing 
what you can find out if you start digging in the archives.  

Drayton along with neighbouring villages are doing a History 
Weekend from 29th June to 1st July. The churches will be open and 
these and many other local records will be on display including those 
normally stored at the Berkshire Records Office.  

If you are interested in researching local or family history this is 
a golden opportunity to see records which are not normally on display 
to the public. Put these dates in your diary and watch out for adverts 
of the event in the Drayton Chronicle with more details. 

 

Specialist employment law services  
for businesses and individuals 

Contracts, Compromise agreements, Dismissals, 
Discrimination, Employment Tribunals, Redundancy 

Regulated by the Law Society  
Member of the Employment Lawyers Network 

Call Jill Kelly 01235 861919 
www.employmentlawplus.com 
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NOTICE BOARD  
 

DRAYTON  PLAYERS  ‘THE BOY FRIEND’
See page 3 for a description, including how to get tickets by 
post if needed (and of course the front page advert for dates 
and tickets by phone) ;  and as an appetiser here is a scene 
featuring  JAMIE SUTTON & EMILY BELL. 
 

==================================================== 

FIRST TUESDAY CONNECTIONS 
Are you feeling lonely, isolated or in need of some friendly 

company?  Why  not come along to our monthly tea and 
chat afternoons.  They are held on the first Tuesday of the 
month in St Peter's Church Room from 3.00 pm to 4.30 pm 
and you are invited to drop in during these times.   

The teapot is always at  the ready and you can be sure of 
a warm welcome.  Our next two dates are  Feb  6th & Mar 
6th.  If you need transport or further information  please 
give me (Jean Hager) a call on 531558. 

 

THE LAVENDER ROOM
Beauty Clinic 

Steventon, Oxon. 
Provides perfect balance between maintenance and  
 unhurried relaxation in a unique environment 

Our philosophy is to calm, relax, refresh and make you feel special 
Facials – Massage – Hands & Feet – Waxing – Body bliss 

01235  833600 
 

LISTINGS 
NSPCC PANTO  : -  ALADDIN - Steventon Village Hall 

Tickets from - Margaret's Shop - High St Steventon   
Adults £5,  Children & Senior Citizens £4 

Feb 7th to 10th (7.30)  Matinees (2.30) 4th & 10th 

 

CHIROPODIST - PODIATRIST 
M.S.S.Ch., M.B.Ch.A. 

 
FOR A HOME VISIT  
PLEASE CONTACT 

 
Mrs Hazel MOODEY, 48 Hanney Road, 

Steventon.   Tel. (01235) 834093 
 
GET YOUR ARTEFACTS OUT !! 

The Damascus Group of churches (Drayton, Appleford, Milton, Sutton 
Courtenay and Steventon) will be holding exhibitions in each of the villages 
to foster interest in local history  ( June 29 to July 1). 

The Great Drayton Fire of 1780, the history of those who fell in WW1 
and WW2, a display of Baptismal Gowns, identification and photographs 
of Listed Buildings, Stained Glass and Milton’s Flemish connection and the 
significance of Steventon’s ditches are just some of the topics that will be 
highlighted.    Many of the Parish Registers will also be available for 
scrutiny by those interested in family history . 

Revd Josie Midwinter (531374) and/or Revd Helen Kendrick (848297) 
would like to hear from anyone who might have background 
information or artefacts that might be included in the exhibitions . 

 

ANOTHER PHONE SCAM  You find you have a message on 
the answerphone, it’ll say something like “this is James from the 
Information Team” (the exact wording could vary) and that there is 
a message waiting for you;  you are invited to call an 0871 number, 
then you find some music playing, and perhaps a recording to say 
that you are being transferred (anything they can do to keep you 
hanging on a bit longer of course). 

No, there is NO message, it’s all a con.  Don’t call. 
ICSTIS and OFCOM, supposed guardians of premium rate calls, 

are apparently well aware of this ‘business’ but their track record is 
such that anyone hoping for speedy action is a real optimist.  

Tonks Brothers 
(Benjamin Tonks) 

Funeral Directors 
01235 - 539444 

NOW Tony Blair has set a personal example that we should take 
some holidays here (!)  you might make a note of 2 excellent  
websites for  cottage or farmhouse holidays :-  (this one specialises 
ONLY in the South-west)  www.holidaycottages.co.uk and one 
for late bookings (anywhere in UK)  www.next6weeks.com 
 

OTHER LOCAL PLACES OF WORSHIP 
Methodist Chapel      Sunday Service: 10.30 am 
High Street, Milton, (near the Post Office) 
Local contacts:                Geoff or Jean Caudle, 531409 
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DIARY FOR JAN & FEB 
All events held in Drayton Hall unless otherwise stated

To  book  Drayton  Hall  ring 531418 To  call the Hall  ring 528686 
NB   If your event isn’t listed, IT COULD HAVE BEEN!!! 
JAN  
Tue 23 9.00am Thames Water Exhibition  
Wed 24 9.00am - ditto -   both days until 6 pm 
Sat 27  Private Party  
Tue 30  Blood Donor Clinic 
FEB 
Mon 5 7.45pm Parish Council Meeting (p9) Caudwell DC 
Tues 6 3.00pm 1st Tues Connections (p11) Church Room 
Sat 10  Private Party 
Mon 12 5.00pm CHRONICLE DEADLINE Vickery’s 
Wed 14  Players Rehearsal 
Thu 15 7.30pm Players  -  The Boy Friend (see p1) 
Thu 22 7.30pm Players  -  The Boy Friend 

Also Fri/Sat of both weeks 
Sun 25  Private Party 

WILLIAMS
UILDERS EST 1961
CARPENTRY
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DECORATING

FITTED KITCHENS AND WARDROBES

TELEPHONE (01235) 531262

ECUMENICAL LENT  
LECTURES 2007                                          

8pm at Milton Methodist church 
Mission in the 21st Century 

28th Feb Canon Martin Peirce – Chairman of 
Partnership in World Mission  

7th March Baptist: Janet Quarry of BMS World 
Mission 

14th March Anglican: Dr. Cathy Ross of Church 
Mission Society 

21st March Catholic: Fr. Joe Brown of Salesians 
of Don Bosco 

28th March Methodist: Mary Pearce of Wycliff 
Bible Translators 

Sponsored by the Damascus Group of Churches 

YOUR LOCAL COUNCIL CONTACTS :-
Parish (Clerk)        Marie Sellwood (200042); 
District (VofWH) Richard Webber (534001); 
&Oxfordshire County     Mike  &  Marilyn  Badcock  (201810). 

MISSED OUT ON YOUR CHRONICLE?
If by any chance your Area Agent is unable to deliver your 

Chronicle one month you can collect a copy from Vickery's shop in 
the week after normal delivery time.  Lawrence has very kindly 
agreed to keep a small stock for us each month.

REGULARLY OCCURRING EVENTS 
Weekly in Drayton Hall unless stated otherwise 

MONDAYS  
9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 
2.00 pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours)  
5.45 pm Beavers  (Boys / girls, 6–8 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon  Hall 
7.00 pm Scouts  (Boys / girls, 8-10 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon  Hall 
7.00 pm Badminton (Private Group) 
7.00 pm Keep fit / slimming class 
7.15 pm Drayton Wives Whist (3rd Monday)  Caudwell DC 
7.30 pm Senior Table Tennis, League (for 2 hours) School 
7.45 pm  Parish Council (1st Monday) Caudwell DC 
7.45 pm Bell-ringing (for 1½ hours) St Peter’s  

TUESDAYS 
9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 
1.45 pm  Drayton Art Group (until 4 pm) Caudwell Day Centre 
3.00 pm First Tuesday Connections (1st Tuesday) Church Room 
3.00 pm  Junior Netball (for 1 hour) School 
6.00 pm  Ladies’ Netball (for 1 hour) School 
6.30 pm Weight Watchers Caudwell Day Centre 
7.30 pm Senior League Table Tennis School 

WEDNESDAYS 
9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 

10.30 am Parent and Toddler Service Church Room 
2.00 pm  Whist – now each week Caudwell Day Centre 
2.00 pm  Drayton Wives (Last Wednesday in the month) 
2.15 pm  Badminton 
6.15 pm  Brownies  
6.00 pm Evening Prayer St Peter’s Lady Chapel 
6.15 pm Cubs  (Boys / girls, 8–9 yrs , Tel. 512834) Steventon  Hall 
7.00 pm Junior Table Tennis, Age 9+  (for 1 hour) School 
7.00 pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours) 
7.30 pm  Bingo Session Caudwell Day Centre 
8.00 pm Senior Table Tennis School 

THURSDAYS 
9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 

followed by lunch club and afternoon session 
9.30 am Holy Communion St Peter’s Lady Chapel 
9.30 am  Parent & Toddler Group 
9.50 am  Mobile Library (Fortnightly, for 20 min) Haywards Rd 

10.15 am  Mobile Library  (Fortnightly, for 20 min) The Green Car Pk 
2.00 pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours) 
7.30 pm  Women’s Institute Meeting (2nd Thursday) 
8.00 pm  Sequence Dancing.  Tel: 531701 

FRIDAYS 
9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     Sch’l Ground Bldg 

11.00 am The Friday Club (fortnightly) 202466 Caudwell Day Centre 
6.30pm Choir Practice St Peter’s 

SUNDAYS  
8.00 am  Holy Communion  St Peter’s 

10.00 am  Sung Eucharist (Family Service 2nd Sunday) St Peter’s 
11.15 am  Family Time Baptist Church 

6.00 pm Evening Worship (2nd Sunday) Baptist Church 

DISCLAIMER    This Journal is published in all good faith and 
every care is taken in its compilation. The organisers of the 
DRAYTON CHRONICLE, and its Agents, therefore accept no 
responsibility for OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for the validity of 
any ADVERTISEMENT, nor for any EFFECTS ARISING 
WHATSOEVER from the publication. 

Letters to the Editor 
You may request that your name & address are not shown;  however 
we MUST have those details, and phone mumber . 

Printed by  Dataprint, 11a West Way, Botley, Oxford. 
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