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VIC PARDEY 
Geoff Caudle 

The Drayton Players were 
deeply saddened to lose one of 
their founder members on 1st 
May, when Vic Pardey died. 

The first meeting of the Drayton 
Players was in the early 1960’s 
when, in response to an 
advertisement in the ‘Hall News’ 
(the fore-runner of the ‘Drayton 
Chronicle), village folk who were 
in any way interested in amateur 
dramatics met in the lounge of Vic 
& Hazel Pardeys bungalow, 
‘Glendale’ in Sutton Wick Lane. 
This was soon followed by the 

Players first production - in 1962 – of ‘Treasure on Pelican’ 
produced by Marjorie Baines, a BBC producer family friend, in 
the Old WI Hall in Church Lane. That first production made a loss 
of £15!  But, undaunted, the Players have continued now for 
nearly 50 years and are still very active today with regular 
productions in Drayton Hall. 

Vic, as everyone called him, was born in Southsea, in 1921, - it 
was the start of a wonderful life, to carry him through ‘til he was 
88 this year, devoted to amateur dramatics and entertainment with 
his fine singing voice. He first sang as a choir boy in the 
Portsmouth Cathedral choir and helped to organise and run a 
thriving boys club.  Concluded on page 6 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ABINGDON BRIDGE 
Gary Hibbins 

As some of you know, I’m back 
from the work I did abroad after 
DAMASCUS and have recently 
been appointed as manager for the 
Abingdon Bridge young people’s 
support centre.  TAB is a fantastic 
project that provides advice and 
guidance to people aged 13 - 25.  
We are based at 27 Bridge Street in 
Abingdon but our clients come 
from all over the area. We run 
workshops on drugs and alcohol, 
housing, benefits and  sexual 
health, a computer club, help with 
literacy and numeracy and finding a job and a fantastic counselling 
service. We are open 2 to 6 weekdays excluding Tuesdays. 

We have many young people regularly using our services as 
well as people dropping in and seeking advice, or for a friendly 
chat. I’m working hard with the team to develop our services and 
grow the project. I have already seen how important this project is 
to the young people of Abingdon; it’s the absolute centre point to 
their young lives. In many cases "TAB is all they have".  We work 
closely with other agencies trying to provide a support network 
across the area. There is so much good work going on at TAB in 
many cases its life changing;  quote " I had nowhere to go and 
know-body to talk to, TAB provided me with a friendly ear and 
helped me focus on my goals" 

If you would like to know more about what we do please pop in 
or call me on 01235 522375. We are always looking for volunteers 
who can help grow the project and help us on our mission to 
provide first class support for local young people.  

Editor’s Note: Those of us involved with the Abingdon Bridge 
are delighted that Drayton’s Gary Hibbins has taken over as 
manager – and that Abingdon’s new and youngest-ever mayor, 
Councillor Duncan Brown, has selected the Bridge to be one of the 
projects he will support and sponsor during his mayoral year.  
  
 

 
 

Also in this issue: 
 P3:  The Big Society and Parish Councillors 
 P4: Josie’s Farewell 
 P6: Building Schools in Tanzania 
 P7: Under 16s Successes; also photo below 
 P7: An even Safer Vale 
 P8: Table Tennis Treble 
 P13: Beached Whales and Dinosaurs 
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CHRONICLE INFORMATION 
The next Chronicle will be the July issue:  
Editor: David Lee, 15 Corneville Road (202699). 
Distributor: Shirley Thomas, 48 Henleys Lane (531626), 
Deadline for advertisements: 17.00 on Friday, 11 June 2010 
Deadline for other contributions: 17.00 on Monday, 14 June 
Printed copies available: Friday, 25 June 2010 

Key dates for the subsequent three Chronicles: 
 

Issue for Deadline for contributions: 
17.00 on Monday: 

Printed Chronicles 
available on: 

August 19 July 2010 30 July 2010 

September 16 August 2010 27 August 2010 

October 13 September 2010 24 September 2010 
 

NOTES for CONTRIBUTORS 
Contributions to and advertisements in the Chronicle are most 

welcome. Please be sure always to include your name, address and 
(in case clarification is necessary) telephone number.  Without names 
we will usually not print an item at all. 

However, please also note that the editor has to ensure that each 
Chronicle fits exactly into an even number of printed pages. The 
editor therefore reserves the right to place, edit, shorten or even reject 
contributions as required to achieve this.   

A contribution or advertising request can be sent to us in one of 
three ways: 

1.  The best is by email to editor@draytonchronicle.net.  Your 
contributions should either be embedded in your email as plain text or 
attached as a rich-text or Microsoft Word document!   

Requests for advertisements should be emailed not to the editor but 
to advertising@draytonchronicle.net.  Please note that they 
eventually need to be in Word format, 9cms wide and, for a single 
block advert, about 4.5cms high 

Please head your email and label any attachments with a name 
distinctive to you, not just ‘Chronicle’.  Also, make sure the editor or 
advertising manager acknowledges your email within a few days.  

2.  If you cannot send your contribution by email, send us a good 
quality paper version, using fairly large, simple black typescript, 
without underlining on white paper, A4 or smaller.  

3.  Finally, we do accept hand–written items.  However, in this 
case please write the names of people and places in capital letters. 
This does save a lot of mistakes.  

Paper contributions should either be placed in the Chronicle letter 
box (outside Vickery’s shop on Drayton Green) or posted to Vickery’s 
at 5 The Green, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JA.  

After the deadlines listed at the top of this page, only urgent items 
will be considered for inclusion and then only if emailed or delivered 
directly to the Editor’s house by the Wednesday following the 
Monday deadline.  

ADVERTISING RATES 
Charge for a single Block Advert (about 9cms x 4.5cms) 

           - - - - Number of Inserts - - - - 
 Advertiser Category:  1 3 6 12 
 Drayton Resident £5.00 £14.00 £25.50 £48.00  
 Non-Drayton Resident £6.00 £17.00  £31.50 £60.00  

Double-size adverts are charged at twice the above rates. 
 All advertising MUST be paid for up-front, either in cash 
or via a cheque made payable to ‘The Drayton Chronicle’ 
and placed in the box at or sent to Vickery’s. 
  If you wish to discuss your requirements please phone 
Stephen Fearnley, the Chronicle’s Advertising Manager, on 
531347 or email him at advertising@draytonchronicle.net. 

 

CHRONICLE LOTTERY 
Daphne Samworth, Hon Promoter 

 

RESULTS OF THE MAY LOTTERY 
Prize Ticket Winner Agent 
£25 0572 A. Goddard, 20 Bridges Close,  Ab. Margaret Armstrong 
£20 0229 D. Lee, 15 Corneville Rd Gerald Redman 
£15 1020 Mr. Watkinson, 7 High Street Mary Alexander 
£10 0724 Mrs. Hoare, c/o 3 Henleys Lane Susan Brooks 
£10 0989 J. Matthews, 5 High Street Mary Alexander 
£10 1158 Sheila Cook, 1 Gravel Lane Barbara Purbrick 
£10 2213 Mr. Jones, 153 Drayton Rd, S. C. Claire Soper 
£10 2401 J. Mailloux, 14 High Street Darren McDonald 
£10 0742 D. Dutton, Church Lane Susan Brooks 

 £10 0936 Mrs. A. Dewar, 3 Cheers Farm Margaret Long 
The winning tickets were drawn by staff and customers of the 

Sabina’s Hairdressers from the 2252 tickets sold 
 

 
 

 
BENTON & BRYAN BUILDERS 

 

 
For all types of building work  
from a reliable local company 

 Kitchens & Bathroom Extensions 
 Carpentry Alterations 
 Decorating Roofing 
 Plastering Brickwork 

Tel: 01235 832513    Mobile: 07905 386150 
Email: bentonandbryan@hotmail.co.uk 

 

The Red Lion 
Drayton 

Janet & Glenn would like to invite 
you to try our delicious home made meals. 

Lunch 12 - 2pm 
Evening Meals Mon - Fri 6 - 8pm 

Senior Citizens Menu  
2 courses for £6.45 

Sunday Roast from 12 - 2pm 
To book ring 01235 531457 

Bed & Breakfast all rooms are en suite. 
For more information www.theredliondrayton.co.uk 

 
DISCLAIMER:  This Journal is published in good faith and 
great care is taken in its compilation. The organisers of the 
DRAYTON CHRONICLE, and its Agents, therefore accept no 
responsibility for OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for the validity of 
any ADVERTISEMENT, nor for any EFFECTS ARISING 
WHATSOEVER from the publication. 
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YOUR LETTERS 
Dear Sir  
As we all know, the ballot held on 6th May was a secret one. 

 However, when the boxes used at Drayton village hall were 
emptied out at the count, the papers were put into the respective 
piles for the different parties. A bystander (not actually me) could 
see roughly how the votes were distributed.  It is therefore no 
secret that most of this village voted for a party that fought the 
election by saying that we should all arrange ourselves into a "Big 
Society", which would include greater responsibility going to 
Parish Councils.    

A rough calculation suggests that there could be well over 500 
people in this village voting in favour of a Big Society yet we have 
3 vacancies on the Parish Council! 

 Daniel Scharf 
 
Dear Drayton Friends 
I would like to take this opportunity through the Chronicle of 

thanking many friends in Drayton for all your good wishes on my 
recent retirement.  

This last five years at St Peter's church and in the village of 
Drayton have been so rewarding and it has been a pleasure to 
serve both church and community. I am now settling into my flat 
in Didcot and looking forward to plenty of country walks and time 
with family and friends.  

Thank you to everyone in Drayton and keep up the good work 
of making it a lovely village to live in. 

 Josie Midwinter 
 

 

K. L. YATES BUILDERS 
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING SERVICES 

 Extensions and Alterations 
 Property Maintenance 
 Kitchens and Ceramic Tiling 
 Carpentry and Laminate Flooring 

 

Call RICHARD for an estimate on 
01235 531275 or mobile 07788 738248 

 

 
 

 

THE WHEATSHEAF 
 

 Austin & Geraldine 
welcome you: to enjoy 

 

Traditional Home Cooked Food,  
Fine Wines and  Beers 

In Friendly Comfortable Surroundings. 
 

Take away Fish & Chips:  
served Mon - Sat until 8pm 

 

Delicious Home Cooked Roast Lunch:  
Sunday 12- 3.30 pm  

Senior Citizens Lunchtime Menu  
Tuesday to Friday £6.50 including sweet  

Bookings :- call Gel or Austin (01235 531485) 
Drayton (on the village green) 

 
 

 
 C14 Enterprise Centre 
 Hawksworth 
 Didcot 
 Oxon  
 For all your building needs  OX11 7PH 
 Call for a free no obligation Quote 

Tel: 01491 838338 
Mobile: 07713 478340 / 07876 473271 

Email: info@protech.eu.com 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
We wish to thank those of you who sent cards and letters to 

Pearl and family upon the death of Charles on 6th April.  Also for 
the donations to the British Heart Foundation.   Another thank you 
to Revd Sister Josie Midwinter for all her help and support  
through a difficult and sad time. 

Charlie is now at peace, but greatly missed.  Pearl and Charlie 
lived in Drayton for 53 years, and they married  68 years ago.  If 
any of Pearl's dear friends wish to visit her, she will be pleased to 
see you. 

 Pauline Taylor 
Dear Editor 
I would like to thank friends who donated to the Air Ambulance 

Charity the on the occasion of my 80th birthday.  £222.50 was 
raised. Thank you all once again.  

 Mavis Hays   
Dear Editor 
We would like to say thankyou to Janet and Glenn Woolley of 

the Red Lion for letting us hold another year of playing a mixed 
darts competition in memory of Anthony Belcher.  We raised £150 
to help Child Reach International which Tom Woolley is involved 
in.  Also we want to thank everyone who played darts and donated 
a raffle prize. Thank you to Mr. Matthews, Vickey’s shop and the 
paper shop. 

A very big thank you to everyone.  
Yours sincerely,  
 Merv and Freda Belcher 
 

Letters to the Editor  
The Editor reserves the right to shorten, clarify or reject any 
letter. Every letter must bear a legible name & address - and a 
telephone number if possible. 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD NEWS 
  

Congratulations to Tessa and Charlie Hobday on the birth of 
Rupert Nicholas, born on 29th April, weighing 7lb.8oz. - a little 
brother for Freddie. 

Welcome to Mr and Mrs Allen, Stevie and Phil who moved to 
Sutton Wick Lane from Abingdon in April 
 

 Bramleys of Abingdon Ltd. 
HOME EXTENSION SPECIALISTS AND 
GENERAL BUILDERS 

72 Steventon Road 
Drayton 
Nr. Abingdon Oxon. 
OX14 4LD 

Tel/Fax: Abingdon (01235) 531200 

email: l.kogel@virgin.net 
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UNDER 16s FOOTBALL  Richard Seamark 
Our under 16s team has finally completed its first season’s 

league games in the Oxfordshire Invitation League,  This should 
have happened at the end of January but owing to the severe 
weather many games were postponed with pitches frozen under 

several inches of snow.  
So we have had a very 
long, disjointed but very 
successful and enjoyable 
season nevertheless…the 
team have finished a 
dignified third in the 
league, just missing out 
on promotion.  Quite an 
accomplishment for a 
new team made up with 
players from several 
different clubs or who 
hadn’t played at all for 
one or two seasons. 

The squad trained throughout the winter and will continue to 
train through the summer in preparation for next season in the 
Under 18s League.  Many players are beginning to train alongside 
the men in addition to our own team’s sessions, this will only help 
strengthen our team and the future of the club as a whole as they 
progress through to playing for the Men’s sides in due course. 

We are a strong team now that the squad has bonded, the players 
socialize in their free time and have remained loyal to the club, in 
this age group many teams fold as numbers dwindle, but we now 
have the luxury of players looking to join us from other teams so 
our future is secure and looks very bright.   

Huge THANK YOU’S go to Debby and Jason McKenna at 
Drayton Construction and to the Drayton Youth Charity for their 
financial support.  We require more kit (growing boys!) and need 
to pay for our winter training pitch at Tilsley Park so donations are 
always welcome. 

We are collecting codes from inside promotional packs of 
Kellogs crunchynuts, frosties, and cornflakes cereal to purchase 
kit, they can be posted into 42 Abingdon Road (next to the shop).  
Many thanks! 

 
We are looking forward to our presentation evening in June and, 

with some of the lads hoping to organise other events, it will be a 
busy summer!  Watch this space.…! 
 

Mrs Suzy Willis 
 

MCSP SRP AACP 
 

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPIST 
 

Old Lodge, Henleys Lane 
Drayton, OX14 4HU 

Tel 01235 531269 
Please ring for an appointment 

 

COMMUNITY SAFETY NEWS  Karen Brown 
Liz Hayden has been appointed the new shared community 

safety manager for both the Vale and South Oxfordshire 
community safety teams. Her role involves working with two 
community safety partnerships, which include Thames Valley 
Police, Oxfordshire County Council, Oxfordshire Primary Care 
Trust, Thames Valley Probation 
and other agencies working 
together to reduce crime, disorder 
and the fear of crime in both 
districts. Liz also has 
responsibility for managing 
CCTV for both Vale and South. 

The Vale continues to be one of 
the safest places in the UK 
according to crime figures 
released at the end of 2009/10, 
which showed overall crime in 
the area had decreased by 16.3 
per cent.  
Contact details: 

Liz Hayden, Community Safety Manager- 01235 540309 or 
liz.hayden@southandvale.gov.uk 

Karen Brown, Projects Officer - 01235 520202 ext 485 or 
karen.brown@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 

Richard Baker, Anti-Social behaviour officer - 01235 554783 or 
richard.baker@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 

Kathryn Gubbins, Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator - 0845 8 
505 505 or kathryn.gubbins@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 
Call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 

 
 

 
 

Gym And Fitness Studio 
 

 
 
 
 

We are a small, friendly team with high standards 
Committed to treating YOU as an Individual 
Tailoring a programme for YOUR NEEDS 

Well-equipped gym • Power Plate® • Pilates Matwork 
• Yoga • Harmony Beauty and Holistic Therapies • 

GB Sports Therapy 

Millbrook House, High Street, Milton, Abingdon OX14 4EL   
01235 863440 

www.totalbodyconditioning.co.uk 
 
 

Qualified Personal Trainer 
. . . offers day-time running club, 

Toning classes and yoga in 
Steventon and Milton 

 from only £3.50 per class 
www.dendy.co.uk      07714 896003 
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MORE ALL AROUND 
PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP  Debbie Bargus  

We would like to welcome Samuel, who joins us after half term, 
we hope you enjoy your time with us. 

Our Topic for the 2nd half of the summer term is that we will be 
looking at ourselves and thinking about the valuable skills needed 
in preparation for starting school.  This will include practising our 
listening, sharing, being polite and being kind to our friends. Also 
developing physical skills whilst playing in the garden. 

We return to Preschool on Monday 7th June and term finishes 
on Thursday 22nd July. We will be supporting the Banardos 
Toddle at Beale Park on Tues 22nd June; therefore there will not 
be any sessions at Preschool on that day. We are planning an 
activity lunch/ afternoon  on the last day of term, details to follow. 

Our AGM this year is being held on Wednesday 9th June at 7.00 
pm in the Preschool building. This is a very important meeting for 
Preschool as we will be looking to elect new officers to the 
committee. We need a Chairperson, Treasurer and Secretary. 
These three important roles MUST be filled for Preschool to 
continue, we would also like general members who are also 
important to help with new ideas and fundraising items. All are 
welcome, please support us. 

We will have spaces available for September 2010. Do you have 
a child who is approaching 2 1/2yrs. We are happy to put younger 
children onto our waiting list. Please do keep supporting us, the 
children have great fun and are always learning new things. Please 
contact Preschool on 01235 536094 for a welcome pack or to visit. 

Many thanks to the Drayton Youth Charity for their kind 
donation towards our outside play, we are looking at buying dome 
pop up tents for the children to enjoy in the garden, and thank you 
to everyone who donated tokens at Waitrose during February, we 
will be receiving about £200.  Also James Booker will be taking 
part in a triathlon on 5th June to raise money towards our new 
building. Please see form in Preschool if you wish to sponsor him.  

There is an easy way to help our fundraising, if you order goods 
via the internet, you can register at www.easyfundraising.org.uk  
You choose a charity, we are on the list, then when you buy online 
from major companies like Amazon, Next, Play.com, Churchill 
Insurance, AA, Ebay and The Book People and many more. They 
give a percentage to us at no extra cost to you.   

M. S. Lally 
Gas  Boi ler  Serv ice  

01235  848592          0796  7015  065  
Servicing and Repairs 
Systems Installed 
Boiler changes 
Systems Power Flushed 

85 Milton Road, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4BX 

 

       N. HAYCROFT PLUMBING 
A complete Plumbing Service 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Taps, Tanks, Ball Valves, Leaks, 
Stopcocks, Burst Pipes, Pumps, Cylinders, 
Immersions, Radiators, Basins, Sinks. 
Installation of Washing Machines, Dishwashers, 
Showers & Bathrooms 
Over 30 years experience 
All work fully guaranteed and fully insured 

Tel : 01235 814739 
 

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES 
Stephen R. Matthews 
16 Frilsham Street, Sutton Courtenay 
Oxfordshire OX14 4AZ 

Tel: 01235 848163  
Mobile: 07796 532356 
All kinds of work undertaken, including: 
• garden clearance and restoration 
• fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning 
• hedge cutting, rockeries, turfing 
• fencing and landscaping. 

 
 

Love Your Lawn 
Green Thumb’s series of 4 pre-scheduled annual lawn 
treatments will get your lawn into perfect condition. 

 Pay as You Go service – no contract to sign 
 Start any time of year 
 Our service costs less than DIY 
 Fully trained and informed staff 
 Professional feeds not available at garden centres 

Call for a free, no obligation, lawn analysis and quotation: 

01235 835221 
 

Just  Grass 
Weekly / Fortnightly 

Lawn  Mowing  Service 
Tel:  01235  553468    Mob:   07921 102100 

General Garden Maintenance  
Hedge Cutting - Tree Work  

Julian Cook. 43 Sutton Wick Lane, Drayton  
 

BROWNIES  Ruth Hudson 
Well done to Neve, Melissa, Sarah and Leia who have made 

their Brownie Promise and welcome to Morgan A, Kiera and Erin, 
who have recently joined us.  We wish Kate Harris who is leaving 
us, good luck for the future. 

Our summer challenges are going well, seeds growing fast with 
a tasting session with Cress and Rocket grown by the girls. 

We had our first rounder’s match with help from Rob Hudson 
and Jack Lester who organised the whole event, fun was had by 
all. Thank you Rob and Jack. 

We have sponsored an Owl called Mulberry from the Hawk 
Conservancy Trust, Andover, this was part of our Friends for 
Animals Badge. 

Party in the Palace was on the 15th May, 29 of us went to this 
event to help celebrate 100 years of girl guiding. We did various 
activities which included getting inside a helicopter and seeing 
how it worked. Morris dancing, cooking, tug of war, walking 
along a rope bridge and taking part in a science experiment. Then 
we had a big sing a long. It was a great day out with a very well 
behaved brownie pack. Thanks to all the helpers. 

Things to look forward to this month. A pottery decorating 
evening, skipping event and planning for our talent show. 

A big thank you to Drayton Youth Charities who gave us £100. 
We have purchased 25 skipping ropes, rounder’s bat and balls, 
paper, pens, paint and glue, which is much needed by our pack. 
Thank you so much. 

Meeting are held at Drayton Village Hall, on Wednesdays 
during school term from 6.15 – 7.45, meetings are open to all girls 
aged between 7 – 10 years old. 

Further details are available from: 
Ruth Hudson (Brown Owl) on 01235 205111 
Esther Deabil (Tawny Owl) on 01235 528502 
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ON WHALES, LIB DEMS… 
Richard Webber 

It’s been quite a month.  A dramatic first 
debate.  The polls all over the place.  The 
press getting itself in a state of frenzy.  A 
financial crisis.  Bigot-gate.  All 
predictions revised and strategies torn up.   

And after all the excitement, it all made 
very little difference.  It was a hung 
parliament when we started and it was a 
hung parliament when we finished. It was  
the First Past the Post system that had 
given the ‘hard done by’ Lib Dems 22% 

of the vote and less than 10% of the seats in the old parliament, 
and now gave them 23% of the vote and less than 9% of the seats 
in the new parliament – not much change there, then.  

But other things had changed and changed out of all recognition. 
The young were engaged and people were talking politics 
everywhere. The electorate had spoken and the electorate was 
boss. It was clear what the electorate didn’t want – but none of the 
pundits could agree on what the electorate did want. Minority 
government? – Stability or instability – the world money markets 
would not be patient for long. It looked like a sea of uncertainty. 

And then, after a few short days to check that the correct cargo 
was aboard and the unnecessary and unwanted stuff had been 
heaved over the side, the good ship ‘Coalition’ set sail, skippered 
and coxed by two rather impressive young men who thought that 
they could plot a course, with a crew – some committed, others 
bewildered but excited and prepared to give them a chance. 

Left on the shore was an assortment of flotsam and jetsam, 
beached whales and dinosaurs – some blue, some yellow, some 
red - long extinct or too intransigent to climb on board – even 
though there was no other way off the beach -  yesterday’s animals 
– missing the boat – hoping that the ship would soon flounder and 
they could at least say ‘We knew it couldn’t work!.’  Most extinct 
and most intransigent were the Press – as the ship began to sail 
away with gathering speed, the more they ranted and the more the 
electorate began to realise that extinct dinosaur politicians might 
have been treating them like fools for too long, but so had the 
great Whales of the media – and all were now beached. 

I believe that it is in all our interests that we wish the ‘Coalition’ 
well – indeed there was, in the end no other boat sailing. I am very 
encouraged by the numbers of people of all political persuasions 
who want the journey to be successful and who, like me, for the 
first time in some years. are feeling rather optimistic.  

 Your District Councillor 
 
PS In order to capitalise on the new spirit of engagement with 

politics, I am intending to hold some sessions, talks, Q&As in the 
Hall over the next few months on topics such as Immigration / 
Europe / Electoral Reform etc. I already have a number of key 
people who have said they would like to take part/attend. – More 
details next month. 
 

 

W.  J.  TAYLOR  &  SONS 
FORGE GARAGE 

HIGH STREET, DRAYTON 
Nr. ABINGDON, OXON OX14 4JW  

SUN Tuning 
Car,  M/C  &  3-Wheeler 

M.O.T.  WHILE  YOU  WAIT  
CAR  -  Service and Repairs  

VINTAGE WEDDING CAR  HIRE  
Telephone   ABINGDON 531350 

 
 

WESTMINSTER LETTER 
Ed Vaizey 

I was delighted to be re-elected as your 
MP at the general election, with an 
increased majority and an increased share 
of the vote.  Since then, of course, we have 
had one of the most extraordinary weeks in 
British politics, culminating in a coalition 
government, something we have not had in 
peacetime for eighty years. 

I was delighted with that outcome, as it 
resulted in my becoming Minister for 
Culture, a job I have been keen to do for 
many years.  Apart from the Cornerstone at Didcot, as well as the 
cultural delights of Oxford, there is a lot of cultural activity taking 
place in every town and village in the constituency, which is a 
useful reminder of how important culture is to our day-to-day 
lives, even if it does not make a great impact on politics. 

I am based in the Department for Culture, Media and Sport.  
You will be delighted to know I will not be swanning around in a 
ministerial car, as the Secretary of State immediately banned them, 
instantly saving the taxpayer £250,000 a year.  All Ministers have 
also taken a 5 per cent pay cut. 

The new job will be demanding, but I will not lose sight of the 
constituency.  The general election was an important time, because 
it gives you the opportunity to listen to people's concerns.  I think 
the voice of pensioners was hardly heard, but there were other 
issues, such as mental health, raised at the hustings, that did not 
get a voice.  I am also aware of the privilege of representing a 
constituency with extensive science, energy and defence interests, 
which gives me a local perspective on national issues. 
I also intend to hold regular public meetings to allow people to 
come and question and raise concerns with people who run our 
public services - not just me, but alos councillors, the Police and 
the health service. 

The public enquiry into the reservoir begins in June and I am in 
close touch with GARD to try and ensure that they are able to raise 
vital points during the hearing. 

If you need to contact me I can be found at the House of 
Commons, SW1A 0AA,  020 7219 6350 vaizeye@parliament.uk.  
Next surgery is 21 May at Wallingford Town Hall, and 11 June at 
Faringdon, The Pump House, both at 530pm. 

 

Courtenay Computer Services 
Repairs, Upgrades, Email/Internet/Broadband; New hardware or software 

including Anti-Virus, Firewall and Anti-Spyware; Networking, both Ethernet and 
wireless, Networks, Broadband. 

Web Site design; One-to-one tuition: Internet, Email, Photo-enhancing, Spreadsheet, 
Word Processing, or simply a basic introduction to your computer… any issue that 

prevents you getting the best from your PC. 
I can make it easy by offering tuition and guidance IN YOUR  

HOME or BUSINESS at a time to suit you. 

Martin Underwood   01235 847104 or 07748 632563 
www.courtenaycomputers.co.uk 

 

“The Computer Lady” 
Internet, email/Outlook, broadband, security, 

virus/spyware/adware removal, wired and wireless 
networking, training, PC basics 

All types of computer problems and  
maintenance covered 

Call Tracey Talbot on 07811 550233 
email: thecomputerlady@tiscali.co.uk 
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