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CHRONICLE INFORMATION 

September 2010 – page 2 

The next Chronicle will be the October issue:  
Editor: Tony Holmes, 53 Whitehorns Way (531180). 
Distributor: Shirley Thomas, 48 Henleys Lane (531626), 
Deadline for advertisements: 17.00 on Friday, 10 September 2010 
Deadline for other contributions: 17.00 on Monday, 13 September 
Printed copies available: Friday, 24 September 2010 

Key dates for the subsequent three Chronicles: 
 

Issue for Deadline for contributions: 
17.00 on Monday: 

Printed Chronicles 
available on: 

November 18 October 2010 29 October 2010 

December 15 November 2010 26 November 2010 

Jan/Feb 17 January 2011 28 January 2011 
 

NOTES for CONTRIBUTORS 
Contributions to and advertisements in the Chronicle are most 

welcome. Please be sure always to include your name, address and 
(in case clarification is necessary) telephone number.  Without names 
we will usually not print an item at all. 

However, please also note that the editor has to ensure that each 
Chronicle fits exactly into an even number of printed pages. The 
editor therefore reserves the right to place, edit, shorten or even reject 
contributions as required to achieve this.   

A contribution or advertising request can be sent to us in one of 
three ways: 

1.  The best is by email to editor@draytonchronicle.net.  Your 
contributions should either be embedded in your email as plain text or 
attached as a rich-text or Microsoft Word document!   

Requests for advertisements should not be emailed to the editor but 
to advertising@draytonchronicle.net.  Please note that they 
eventually need to be in Word format, 9cms wide and, for a single 
block advert, about 4.5cms high 

Please head your email and label any attachments with a name 
distinctive to you, not just ‘Chronicle’.  Also, make sure the editor or 
advertising manager acknowledges your email within a few days.  

2.  If you cannot send your contribution by email, send us a good 
quality paper version, using fairly large, simple black typescript, 
without underlining on white paper, A4 or smaller.  

3.  Finally, we do accept hand–written items.  However, in this 
case please write the names of people and places in capital letters. 
This does save a lot of mistakes.  

Paper contributions should either be placed in the Chronicle letter 
box (outside Vickery’s shop on Drayton Green) or posted to Vickery’s 
at 5 The Green, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JA.  

After the deadlines listed at the top of this page, only urgent items 
will be considered for inclusion and then only if emailed or delivered 
directly to the Editor’s house by the Wednesday following the 
Monday deadline.  

ADVERTISING RATES 
Charge for a single Block Advert (about 9cms x 4.5cms) 

           - - - - Number of Inserts - - - - 
 Advertiser Category:  1 3 6 12 
 Drayton Resident £5.00 £14.00 £25.50 £48.00  
 Non-Drayton Resident £6.00 £17.00  £31.50 £60.00  

Double-size adverts are charged at twice the above rates. 
 All advertising MUST be paid for up-front, either in cash 
or via a cheque made payable to ‘The Drayton Chronicle’ 
and placed in the box at or sent to Vickery’s. 
  If you wish to discuss your requirements please phone 
Stephen Fearnley, the Chronicle’s Advertising Manager, on 
531347 or email him at advertising@draytonchronicle.net. 

 

CHRONICLE LOTTERY 
Daphne Samworth, Hon Promoter 

 

RESULTS OF THE AUGUST LOTTERY 
Prize Ticket Winner Agent 

£25 0254 Mrs. Castle,  Abingdon Road Gerald Redman 
£20 0345 P. Stanbridge, 29 S Wick Lane Keith Clough 
£15 0269 Mr. Eno,  Oday Hill Gerald Redman 
£10 0002 Mrs. Bachrach, 21 Abingdon Rd Jayne Henderson 
£10 0219 Mr. Hudson, 21 Corneville Rd Gerald Redman 
£10 1786 Mrs. Chung, 13 Lockway Jenny Pooley 
£10 2132 V. Goodenough, 32 Lyford Close Gerald Redman 
£10 1916 C. Yates, 10 Whitehorns Way Jean Hager 
£10 1233 J. Woolley, The Red Lion Barbara Purbrick 
£10 2341 C. White, 2A Eastway Teresa Burnage 

The winning tickets were drawn by staff at the Red Lion from the 
2156 tickets sold 

 

 
 

 

W.  J.  TAYLOR  &  SONS 
FORGE GARAGE 

HIGH STREET, DRAYTON 
Nr. ABINGDON, OXON OX14 4JW  

SUN Tuning 
Car,  M/C  &  3-Wheeler 

M.O.T.  WHILE  YOU  WAIT  
CAR  -  Service and Repairs  

VINTAGE WEDDING CAR  HIRE  
Telephone   ABINGDON 531350 

 

Learn to Drive with your Local Instructor 
Fast friendly patient tuition 
Door to door home or work 

Evening and weekend appointments available 
Discount on pre-paid block booking 

 

PHILIP PULLEN 07733 360230 
 

 
 C14 Enterprise Centre 
 Hawksworth 
 Didcot 
 Oxon  
 For all your building needs  OX11 7PH 
 Call for a free no obligation Quote 

Tel: 01491 838338 
Mobile: 07713 478340 / 07876 473271 

Email: info@protech.eu.com 
 
DISCLAIMER:  This Journal is published in good faith and 
great care is taken in its compilation. The organisers of the 
DRAYTON CHRONICLE, and its Agents, therefore accept no 
responsibility for OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for the validity of 
any ADVERTISEMENT, nor for any EFFECTS ARISING 
WHATSOEVER from the publication. 
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BAPTIST CHURCH 
Church Secretary:  Mrs Jayne Henderson………..Tel. 522161 

REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICES 
        11.15 am    Presently only one morning service per month. 

A Family service on the first Sunday 
          6.00 pm   Evening Service. Traditional format. 

EVERYONE IS MOST WELCOME 
 

FIRST TUESDAY CONNECTIONS  Jean Hager 
Are you feeling lonely, isolated or in need of some friendly 

company? Why not come along to our monthly tea and chat 
afternoons. They are held on the first Tuesday of the month in St 
Peter's Church Room from 3.00 pm to 4:30 pm and you are invited 
to drop in during these times. The teapot is always at the ready and 
you can be sure of a warm welcome. Our next two dates are the 
7th of September and the 5th of October. If you need transport or 
further information please give me a call on 531558. 

 
 

LOCAL METHODIST WORSHIP 
High Street, Milton 

Sunday Service: 10.30 am 

Local contacts: Geoff or Jean Caudle, 531409 
 

 
 
 

Tonks Brothers Funeral Directors 
158 Ock Street, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 5DL 

Telephone: 01235 – 539444 
 24 Hour personal service 
 Dedicated chapel of rest 
 Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 Memorials Supplied 

Golden Charter 
Funeral Plans 

 
 

 

     Drayton Post Office 
         Mon - Fri 9 - 5.30    Sat 9 – 12.30 

& CONVENIENCE STORE 
Open All Week 8 am – 10 pm 

9, The Green, Drayton, OX14 4JA 
01235 531359 

 

 
Drayton Window Cleaning Service 

 Est 1990 - we provide a friendly reliable service 
 Every 4-5 weeks - Free quote - no obligation 

 

Craig Taylor  Tel: 01235 512881 Mob:07778661548 
www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com 

 

 A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home. 
Online payment is also welcome. 

 Other services include:  Conservatory roof cleaning; 
Fascias cleaning; Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out 

 

 

A.L.VICKERY & SON 
5, THE GREEN, DRAYTON, OX14 4JA  

01235  531497  
COOKSHOP – HOUSEWARES – DIY 

ELECTRICAL TOOLS – GARDENING 
LOCKSMITHS – KEYS CUT WHILE YOU WAIT  

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY, 9.00 to 5.30 
CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 
Park your car outside the Store 

NOW STOCKING HOOVER BAGS AND PRE-PACKED COAL 
 

GARD  Nick Thompson 
This is the final report relating to proceedings at the Public 

Inquiry which ended on 18th Aug with the Closing Submissions 
from the main groups taking part. 

I have given below a very brief summary of each submission, 
but at the time of submission of this copy Thames Water had not 
yet made their statement. This will undoubtedly contain rebuttals 
of almost everything others have put forward in evidence against 
their Water Resources Plan. The thrust of most of the objections to 
the Thames Water plan concerned  failure to justify the proposed 
Upper Thames Reservoir on the basis of need, and failure properly 
to consider the alternatives in the event of future  long term 
demand. 

Wren Wooster made a brief and forceful statement, as an 
individual, stressing the adverse impact of the reservoir on the 
local community and the water which would be released by the 
closure of Didcot “A” Power Station in about 2015. 

The Whitewater Vale Group (River Lodden) were concerned 
about abstractions from the river which meant that over 60% of the 
flow was sometimes treated effluent. They were keen to see 
reductions in abstractions. (An Environment Agency issue). 

CPRE , which has been highly supportive of GARD 
throughout, directed their criticisms towards the environmental 
and landscape damage a reservoir would cause, stressing the 
severe limitations of the Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA) provided by Thames Water. 

The Consumer Council for Water concentrated on their 
concern that compulsory metering would mitigate against the 
poorest people and said some legislation was needed to protect this 
group. 

The Cotswold Canal Trust summarized the benefits and 
practical sense in restoring this already partially repaired heritage 
waterway, and then using the canal for Severn Thames water 
transfers. The cost would be about one quarter of the £1Bn 
estimated for the Abingdon reservoir. 

GARD (45 pages of submission) set out the case most readers 
will know well.  

There is no need for the reservoir before 2035, An addition to 
demand of 100Ml/d Sustainability Reductions included by Thames 
Water is unjustified. Scare tactics by Thames Water about fines 
resulting from the impact of the EU Water Framework Directive 
are unjustified and the company has failed properly to consider the 
alternatives to a reservoir. This is on the GARD Website. 

OCC and VWH. (21 pages) The local Councils combined their 
evidence. They summarized their strong objections to the SAE 
which was inadequate and strongly biased towards the Abingdon 
reservoir  in content, omissions and the overall presentation of 
charts and criteria. 

The Environment Agency (82 pages) concentrated on the 
failure of Thames water to follow EA guidelines and said the plan 
was not fit for purpose or robust, with opaque judgements, and  the 
preferred option not demonstrated to be the best.  

Thames Water squirmed throughout but will no doubt bite 
back!(125 pages).We will now have to await the Inspectors Report 
due some time in the next few months.  
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LEISURE TIME 

 
GARDENING INTO OLD AGE   Derek Pooley 

The Chronicle Team is delighted to send congratulations to Bill 
Coombes of Steventon Road (above) who reached 90 on August 
the 8th.  Bill continues to take great delight in his garden, packed 
with flowers and the models he has made, and he always enters the 
‘Sovereign Vale Garden Competition’ which covers the whole of 
the Vale of White Horse.  In 2008 and 2009 he didn’t win but was 
highly commended both years.  So keep your fingers crossed for 
him this year – his garden has been inspected by the judges but he 
doesn’t yet know the result.   

 

Editor’s Note: The black and white printing can’t do justice to 
the riot of colour Bill creates, but it does hint that gardening can 
keep aged joints flexible! 

 
 

THE WHEATSHEAF 
 

 Austin & Geraldine 
welcome you: to enjoy 

 

Traditional Home Cooked Food,  
Fine Wines and  Beers 

In Friendly Comfortable Surroundings. 
 

Take away Fish & Chips:  
served Mon - Sat until 8pm 

 

Delicious Home Cooked Roast Lunch:  
Sunday 12- 3.30 pm  

Senior Citizens Lunchtime Menu  
Tuesday to Friday £6.50 including sweet  

Bookings :- call Gel or Austin (01235 531485) 
Drayton (on the village green) 

HEATWAVE  by Doggerelle 
The other day whilst in the town 

I met by chance nice Mrs. Brown. 
In bright sunshine we had a chat, 
Talked of this and talked of that. 

She says she hopes the sun will stay 
Until her daughter’s wedding day. 

 
I later met old Charlie Barden 

Whose passion is his lovely garden. 
He says he’d had enough of sun, 

He’ll be glad when summer’s done. 
His beans won’t swell, his lawn is brown, 

He wants to see some rain come down. 
 

A neighbour then I came upon, 
A buxom soul called Mrs. John. 

She says she cannot bear the heat, 
It gives her awful swollen feet. 

It makes her shoes feel far too tight, 
She finds she cannot sleep at night. 

 
I met a chap upon the bus 

Who moaned and made an awful fuss. 
The heat caused dust that made him wheeze 

And allergies that made him sneeze. 
Bring back the cold and damp he said 

Or he’ll be taking to his bed. 
 

A child I spoke with loved the sun 
When at the beach and having fun. 

He liked to play indoors in rain 
And then enjoyed his model train. 
But best of all he liked the snow, 

The cold made nose and fingers glow. 
 

Some like it cool, some like it hot, 
Some like the rain and some do not. 

The best solution to my mind, 
If science it could only find, 

Would be for gentle rain each night 
And every morning sunshine bright. 

 
Editor’s Note:  Readers will deduce that ‘Doggerelle’ sent us 

this poem during the hot spell earlier in the summer! 
 

HOLIDAY  COTTAGE  TO  LET 
IN  NORTH  DEVON  (sleeps 6) 

Situated in the picturesque village of Berrynarbor, 
mid-way between Ilfracombe and Combe Martin 

 
For full details, prices and availability, visit:- 

www.headlands-holidays.co.uk 
or phone – 01235-531232 

 

http://www.headlands-holidays.co.uk/
http://www.headlands-holidays.co.uk/
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MORE LEISURE 
DAMASCUS YCAT Fun Day Derek Pooley 

This year the young people of the DAMASCUS youth project 
organised a ‘Fun Day’ at Drayton Hall, as part of their YCAT 
(Youth & Community Acting Together) project.  The weather was 
good and it was obvious to everyone who came that young and old 
(well older anyway) were working/playing together. 
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Because the Fun Day was only one day before this Chronicle 

goes to the printers this piece is very short.  More next time? 
 

SUNDIAL FAQ Derek Pooley 
Chronicle Editors have many nightmares, like forgetting to 

include an important advert; somehow corrupting a contributor’s 
text; or having enough material for just an odd number of pages!  
When the latter happens we have either to delete a whole page - 
difficult and often annoying for our contributors - or somehow 
create an extra page, since all Chronicles have to have exactly an 
even number of pages for printing.  When I take the creation route, 
articles like this one are sometimes the consequence! 

Since the sundial on the Millennium 
Green was up-graded a couple of years 
ago some people have asked me why it 
hardly ever reads the same time as 
their clocks and watches. 

During the summer (from the end of March to the end of

time is based on solar (sundial) time at 
Greenwich, roughly 5 minutes ahead of Drayton sol

year in an 

em  
 

R  
software including Anti-Virus, Firewall and Anti-Spyware; Networking, 

I can UR  

M  

 

 There are four contributors to the 
difference: 

1.  
October) we move our clocks forward by one hour to what 
we call British Summer Time.  All sundials are ‘an hour 
behind’ then. 

2. British clock 
ar time 

because we are some 90 km west of Greenwich. 
3. Sundials do not keep good time throughout the year.  Largely 

because the earth goes round the sun every 
elliptical orbit rather than in a circle, solar days are not

the 
construction is finished.  Large ones like ours, set in concrete

 all 24 
hours long.  In the autumn, they are up to 20 seconds shorter 
than 24 clock hours, so sundials gradually overtake clocks, 
reading some 16 minutes fast by the end of October.  In 
contrast, in December solar days are 30 seconds longer than 
24 clock hours and by the time we reach mid-February 
sundials are 14 minutes slow.  These changes are entirely 
predictable, but few of us carry in our pockets the so-called 
‘Equation of Time’ to allow us to make the corrections. 

4. No sundial is constructed with perfect precision.  Small ones 
mounted on a pedestal can be made precisely and can be 
properly positioned on a nice sunny day after 

 
on a cloudy day, are harder to get exactly right, with the 
steel-tube ‘gnomon’ aligned exactly north, at exactly the 
correct angle to the horizontal, set so that it passes through 
the circle of numbers exactly in its centre.  Ours has an error 
of about 5 minutes, slow compared with what it should be. D 

“The Computer Lady” 
Internet, email/Outlook, broadband, security, 

virus/spyware/adware removal, wired and 
wireless networking, training, PC basics 

All types of computer problems and  
maintenance covered 

Call Tracey Talbot on 07811 550233 
ail: thecomputerlady@tiscali.co.uk

Courtenay Computer Services 
epairs, Upgrades, Email/Internet/Broadband; New hardware or

both Ethernet and wireless, Networks, Broadband. 

Web Site design; One-to-one tuition: Internet, Email, Photo-enhancing, 
Spreadsheet, Word Processing, or simply a basic introduction to your 

computer… any issue that prevents you getting the best from your PC. 
make it easy by offering tuition and guidance IN YO

HOME or BUSINESS at a time to suit you. 

artin Underwood   01235 847104 or 07748 632563
www.courtenaycomputers.co.uk 

 
Specialist employment law services  

for businesses and individuals 
Contracts, Compromise agreements, Dismissals, 

Discrimination, Employment Tribunals, Redundancy 
Reco  500  mmended by Chambers and the Legal

Memb work er of the Employment Lawyers Net
Call Jill Kelly 01235 861919 

www.employmentlawplus.com 
 

Hazel Lee 
Pa r 
In  

hazel.lee78@hotmail.co.uk 

 

ou have access to; it will tell you how much longer you have to 
work with your back aching and longing for a rest! 

inter & Decorato
terior & Exterior
Free quotes 
07866 509683 

 

 

For Sale 
Quality second-hand 

Painting/Decorating/Building Equipment 
Quality plane used once, el p-up, 3 different-length 
spirit levels hardly used, qu ls, quality poles, purdy 

brushes, large painter g and wall-papering 
equipme rs, some 
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Sabina's

MORE ALL AROUND 
W.I.  Shirley Thomas 

After one of the longest dry spells of the summer, we were all 
very disappointed that rain stopped our August walk around the 
gardens of three of our members. However, we rose above it and 
had a very enjoyable social evening with a delicious bring and 
share supper. We are starting to plan our big ninetieth birthday and 
would be delighted to hear from any ex W.I. member who would 
like to join in the celebration on December 4th, please let us know 
on 01235 524429. We also have our Wit and Wisdom quiz to look 
forward to in November. Do book a table and enjoy a really fun 
evening. Our next meeting is a talk by Martin Woodgett telling us 
all about The Cutty Sark. 

DRAYTON WIVES  Ann Hutchings 
On a lovely sunny morning 41 Wives and friends set off for the 

Royal British Legion Poppy Factory at Richmond.  A good 
journey meant we arrived an hour early so we had time to spend 
by the river and find a cup of coffee in various establishments 
before meeting again to have lunch in the staff restaurant before a 
talk on the history of poppy making and then proceeded on a tour 
of the factory.  We were able to talk to the staff about the work 
they were doing which proved very interesting. 

The first poppies sold for remembrance were produced in 1921 
in France at a factory employing widows of the Great War.  A 
total of £1600 was raised. 

In 1922 a factory was started in this country by Major George 
Howson MC employing 5 men which rose to 50 in a few months.  
Twelve million poppies were made that year and £2450 was 
raised.  

 

Tranquil Beauty 
Professional Beauty Therapy 

in a Relaxing Environment 
Sara Warwick VTCT 

07966 844409 
*Bio Sculpture Gel Nails* 

Facials – Massage - Manicures – Pedicures 
Waxing - Eye Treatments – Body Treatments 
Please bring this advert to receive 10% 

off your next treatment 
 
 

DANES/MACE STORE 
Mon-Sat 5am-8pm  -  Sun 6am-7pm 

FOR ALL YOUR PAPERS 
AND  MAGAZINES, 

GROCERIES, FROZEN FOODS, 
CARDS, OFF LICENCE  and 

SAVOURY  SNACKS. 

L C M AINK ASH ACHINE VAILABLE 

LOTTERY TICKETS 
In Store Bakery and 

Freshly cut sandwiches 
MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

TEL:  01235 554813 
Fax No:  01235 531217 

 

   The first poppy wreaths were made in 1926, now 100,000 
are made each year and in addition another 3000 wreaths are made 
for royalty and regimental purposes.  I do not think it had occurred 
to any of us that one man spends all year making royal wreaths 
and corsages.  We watched him making wreaths of the poppies not 
only for Remembrance Day but to be laid on royal visits abroad.  
Most of the royal wreaths take 4 to 5 days to make, except The 
Prince of Wales which, because of the feathers, takes 2½ weeks. 

Major Howson also started the Field of Remembrance at 
Westminster Abbey in 1928 with ex-Servicemen from the factory 
and this is still made by factory staff. 

The workforce at the factory is now 40 and they are 
predominantly disabled ex-servicemen or their dependants.  In 
addition 60 home workers assemble poppies in their own homes.  
Most of these are house bound by sickness or disability. 

It was a very enjoyable and thought provoking day. 
Dates for the diary 
Monday 13th – COFFEE: Barbara, Pat, Kathy, Mavis 
Monday 20th – WHIST: Helen Sainsbury 
Tuesday 21st – VISIT to Thames Valley Police Museum, 

Sulhamstead 
Wednesday 29th – MEETING: Sandra Syphas PCSO, Drayton 

 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION  Pearl Stanbridge 
Our annual dinner will be held at the Fox Inn on Friday 19 

November, at 7.30 pm for 8.00 pm. Ring Pat Bucklan on 831499 
for a booking and we look forward to seeing you there. 

The next Committee meeting will be held on Monday 20 
September at 8.00 pm. 
 
 
 Margaret welcomes you to 

 for your next hair appointment 
40 ABINGDON ROAD - DRAYTON - Tel. (01235) 531140 

 

Mondays & Tuesdays & Saturdays 9.00am to 5.00 pm 
Wednesday closed all day 

Thursdays and Fridays 9.00am to 6.00pm 
 

Men now welcome at any time - so why not call in? 

Special rates for Pensioners and Free Car Parking 
 

 

 
freemans 
flowers 

 
Beautiful flowers for any occasion 

Local & national Deliveries 
137 Brasenose Road Didcot 

Oxon OX11 7BP 

Tel: 01235 814479 
freemansflowers@btconnect.com 

www.freemansflowers.org.uk 



PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 
Richard Williams 

Report of meeting held on Monday 2nd August 2010. 
Due to recent resignations and summer 

holidays, the Parish Council was again 
somewhat short-handed, with five 
Councillors attending this month’s 
meeting, together with Mike Badcock, our 
County Councillor. There were however 
14 members of the public present, plus Liz 
Hayden (Shared Community Safety 
Manager, covering the Vale and South 
Oxfordshire) and Roger Foster, Jim 
Abraham and PC Keith Morton from 

Thames Valley Police.  
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As the above-mentioned four visitors were all present to discuss 
the ongoing problem of anti-social behaviour (ASB) in the village 
by some young people, it should be mentioned at the outset that a 
much more positive side to the activities of young people in 
Drayton was also in evidence at the meeting. Rita Atkinson 
introduced Darren, Grace, Carl, Henry and Jack, five young 
members of the DAMASCUS Youth Project, who each spoke 
about their part in organising the forthcoming Damascus Fun Day, 
due to take place on Sat 21st August, at the Recreation Ground. 
This impressive event was billed in last month’s Chronicle as 
being an ‘action-packed afternoon’ for the whole family, including 
live music, tug of war, a football tournament, bouncy castle and 
refreshments. A particularly interesting feature was the ‘Young 
People’s Wonderwall of Achievement’, in which Drayton’s 
youngsters are invited to display examples of their achievements, 
in art, sport, hobbies, or whatever. Although by the time this issue 
of the Chronicle is delivered, the Fun Day will have come and 
gone, hopefully it will have been a great success, reflecting the 
hard work that the young members of the committee have 
undoubtedly put in. It was explained that the idea arose when the 
young people realised that a Community Day was not planned for 
this year, so they decided to organise their own, showing 
commendable initiative.  

In the light of such enterprise, it may seem churlish to harp on 
about anti-social behaviour, but it is a depressing fact that a very 
small number of young people in Drayton, not necessarily all from 
the village, continue to engage in littering, petty vandalism, and on 
occasion, downright dangerous and spiteful vandalism (as 
happened recently at the BMX track) that causes wholly 
disproportionate trouble and expense to put right. Much of the 
meeting was taken up with explanation by our visitors from TVP 
as to what the police and various partnership agencies are doing at 
the moment and can do in the future; and there ensued a lengthy 
debate as to whether deterrence and detection of ASB are the best 
way forward, or whether greater investment in youth services 
would be more productive. As ever, there are no easy answers, and 
certainly no ‘magic bullet’, although the solution probably lies in 
some combination of all of these approaches. Rita Atkinson 
commented that DAMASCUS had concentrated all its July 
manpower on Drayton, and that what was needed was more 
contact between the young people and the Drayton community in 
general. Richard Webber suggested that an additional youth 
worker, dedicated to Drayton, might be hired by the PC to work as 
liaison between the community and the young people. This idea 
met with a mixed response, but Richard emphasised that no 
criticism of the work that DAMASCUS is already doing was 
intended; on the contrary, recognising the value of the work that is 
being done, this could be a way for the Parish Council to help out, 
and support the existing project workforce.  

Daniel Scharf reported that the long-established need for 
additional recreational facilities in Drayton was being pursued 
again, and that following a meeting with Roger Davis from OPFA 

(Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association), he had been advised that 
the Parish Council should seek community support for a 
comprehensive plan which, rather than looking at funding for a 
single extra football pitch, would aim to improve recreational 
facilities over a wider range, e.g. a Shared Use Games Area, all 
weather strip and pavilion for cricket, extra play equipment. In 
order for a plan of this scope to be progressed, it will be necessary 
first to demonstrate that it has support from the widest possible 
cross-section of the community. Secondly, sufficient numbers of 
the community need to attend the initial meeting to establish their 
interest and form a viable steering group.  This will be held in the 
Village Hall at 2.00 pm on Sunday 19th September. 

All are welcome to attend the above meeting, as of course they 
are to attend the next Parish Council meeting, which will be on 
Monday 6th September 2010, at 7.30pm, in the Caudwell Day 
Centre, Gravel Lane, Drayton. 
 

 

K. L. YATES BUILDERS 
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING SERVICES 

 Extensions and Alterations 
 Property Maintenance 
 Kitchens and Ceramic Tiling 
 Carpentry and Laminate Flooring 

 

Call RICHARD for an estimate on 
01235 531275 or mobile 07788 738248 

 

 

M. S. Lally 
Gas  Boi ler  Serv ice  

01235  848592          0796  7015  065  
Servicing and Repairs 
Systems Installed 
Boiler changes 
Systems Power Flushed 

85 Milton Road, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4BX 
 

 

       N. HAYCROFT PLUMBING  

A complete Plumbing Service 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Taps, Tanks, Ball Valves, Leaks, 
Stopcocks, Burst Pipes, Pumps, Cylinders, 
Immersions, Radiators, Basins, Sinks. 
Installation of Washing Machines, Dishwashers, 
Showers & Bathrooms 
Over 30 years experience 
All work fully guaranteed and fully insured 

Tel : 01235 814739 
 

 

 
BENTON & BRYAN BUILDERS 

 

 
For all types of building work  
from a reliable local company 

 Kitchens & Bathroom Extensions 
 Carpentry Alterations 
 Decorating Roofing 
 Plastering Brickwork 

Tel: 01235 832513    Mobile: 07905 386150 
Email: bentonandbryan@hotmail.co.uk 



THE BIG SOCIETY 
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Richard Webber 
Ever eager to climb on board with any new 

idea, if only to decide if the idea has any merit, 
I have been wrestling with this one over the 
past few weeks. Power to the people, give 
locals more say over what affects them, get rid 
of over-prescriptive government telling us 
what to do and monitoring how we do it, fewer 
quangos or health and safety constraints; it all 
sounds good election-winning stuff.  

Of course there are problems. Ask locals if they would like more 
housing, the answer will generally be either a firm ‘no’ or a ‘yes, 
but not here’. Asking for local volunteers to take over many of the 
roles currently carried out by paid public servants may well 
empower the locals, but it does not go down well when highly paid 
politicians preach volunteerism to those who have been 
volunteering for years and who are unpaid. A point well made in a 
recent letter to the Abingdon Herald from another Drayton 
resident. 

It seems to me society falls into three categories:  
1. There are those who don’t, won’t or, for good reasons, can’t 

volunteer. One could waste a lot of time appealing to this group.  
2. There are those who would or could be persuaded to 

volunteer, but who come home from a long, hard day’s work tired 
and at present give their remaining energy to their families. 
Pressing them into volunteering, might do more harm to family 
life than good for local society.  

3. There is a third group, who already volunteer for many things. 
I could draw up a list of at least 30 such people in this village. I am 
quite sure there are many, many more who give their time for the 
good of local community life but completely out of sight. School 
Governors, Parish Councillors, Society Secretaries and Treasurers, 
those who work with the young, and those who work with the old 
are all wonderful people and, in many cases, it’s the same people 
who surface. Form a new community group and it’s the same old 
faces and same young faces who show up. People like them have 
been volunteering for ever. None of us, and particularly 
politicians, should be chastising such people into giving even 
more. 

So what’s the solution? Is the Big Society just another nice idea, 
dreamed up by an incoming reformist government, ultimately 
doomed to failure because it does not take into account simple 
reality? The more I get sucked into the business of politics, the 
more I realise that you can do very little without money. It may 
sound strange but I do not believe that volunteerism can work until 
some money is pumped into the idea.  

In this village, we already have a paid Village Caretaker, paid 
Police Support Officers and paid Youth workers. It doesn’t mean 
that volunteers are excluded.  On the contrary, with paid 
professional backing, it is often easier to get volunteers – litter 
pickers, youth zone organisers and Parish Councillors – if only 
because less is required of the volunteers and they have 
professional backing.  Let’s face it, being a Parish Councillor, a 
School Governor or looking after other people’s children is hard 
work and too often un-thanked anyway. Asking them to continue 
to volunteer whilst giving them no resources to do anything just 
drives them away.   

People may not be aware that, at present, our Parish Council is 
the only local authority that is not capped. Of our total annual rates 
bill, each household pays between £30 and £40 per year to the 
parish Council. If you lived a mile and a half down the road in 
Abingdon, you would be paying more than twice that amount. 
(This is because Abingdon Town Council has to maintain many 
ancient buildings and facilities. These facilities are also enjoyed by 
the people of Drayton, but we do not pay for them).  

Through our Parish Council we have the power to raise quite 
large sums of money, should we chose to.  

WESTMINSTER COLUMN 
Ed Vaizey 

A number of you have asked where my 
monthly column is – I’m very flattered to be 
remembered.  Because my time is slightly 
more pressured, I hope you will accept in 
future a general part covering my work as a 
minister, followed by my activities near you 
in the constituency.  Please let me know how 
you like this arrangement. 

In my last general column I forgot to put in 
the most controversial aspect of my job as a minister – digital 
radio switchover.  My recent speech on this generated a huge 
amount of correspondence, such that my Department missed all its 
response targets for the month. As usual the papers mis-reported it, 
so let me set out what I actually said.  Europe is moving towards 
digital radio, so I have put in place plans to make it easier for 
people to listen on digital radio - this means increasing coverage 
and lowering the prices of digital radios.  But most people still 
listen to FM, so we have not set a date for the  switchover to 
digital and will do so only when most people are listening to 
digital, and when digital coverage is as good as FM.  Some people 
think this could be as soon as 2015 but I have made it clear we 
won’t go ahead unless the listening public are with us.  There you 
have it - please feel free to get in touch on any specific concerns 
you have. 

In terms of a surreal experience, I got to announce the winner of 
the UK City of Culture (the first such award) on a roof top in 
Liverpool, live on the One Show (a lot of people seem to have 
seen it).  I then flew to visit the winning city, which is 
Derry/Londonderry, a beautiful but of course troubled place on the 
western shore of Northern Ireland.  I have never been involved in a 
media scrum before, but there were lots of cameras and reporters.  
Nor have I ever enjoyed, if that is the right word, armed 
protection.  I hope the city is able to make the most of this new 
and unique opportunity. 

Locally, I remain as busy as ever.  Near Drayton, I have been to 
Oxford Instruments to celebrate their Queen's Award for Industry; 
visited Didcot Power Station, which incidentally may close as 
early as 2013; visited the Rutherford Appleton Laboratory and the 
Diamond Synchrotron; had a meeting with Didcot First; been to a 
school concert in Wantage and opened Wallingford Rugfest. 
Housing development is continuing to cause concern, with many 
people disappointed by the quality of the proposals put forward for 
both Wallingford and Grove.  Sadly developers do not in my view 
put in enough work to make their proposals special or exciting and 
I will be seeking meetings with them to hear more about what their 
plans are. 

I can be contacted at vaizeye@parliament.uk; at the House of 
Commons, London SW1A 0AA; on 020 7219 6350 

 

                         
 

   Such money could pay for (for example) another youth 
worker, a visitor for the elderly, extra help to keep the village tidy 
etc. etc. Such people would, of course be answerable to the people 
of Drayton through the Parish Council. I suspect many more 
people would be much more interested in the activities of the 
Parish Council, if they felt it had more power over their lives. If 
the locals do not like what the Parish Council is doing, they can 
vote them out of office and vote in a new lot.  

This is the Big Society at work – locals taking local control – 
but with one important added element – cash. Big ideas are all 
very well, but I wonder if the politicians, and we, need to put our 
money where our mouths are. 

Remember, you can always contact me by email to 
richard.webber77@ntlworld.com or by phoning 534001. 
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	01.09
	01.09
	A VILLAGE PLAN?  Daniel Scharf
	 A VILLAGE WEBSITE? Andrew Bax


	02.09
	02.09

	03.09
	03.09
	CONTACTING THE DRAYTON PARISH CLERK
	OXFORDSHIRE LEADER Kate Forrest


	04.09
	04.09
	REGULAR SERVICES
	REGULAR ACTIVITIES
	CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER
	CHURCH REGISTER
	YOU STAY  -  WE PRAY:   SEPTEMBER
	Home Helpers Care Ltd

	LETTER FROM ST PETER’S CARE TEAM


	05.09
	05.09
	REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICES
	FIRST TUESDAY CONNECTIONS  Jean Hager
	GARD  Nick Thompson


	06.09
	06.09
	/
	GARDENING INTO OLD AGE   Derek Pooley
	HEATWAVE  by Doggerelle


	07.09
	07.09
	ART GROUP  GENESIS Cicely Willis-Dixon 


	08.09
	08.09
	DAMASCUS YCAT Fun Day Derek Pooley
	SUNDIAL FAQ Derek Pooley


	09.09
	09.09
	HARVEST TIME Sara Southey


	10.09
	10.09
	BABY AND TODDLER GROUP   Vicky Cotterell
	COMMUNITY POLICING  Thames Valley Police 
	Good News Stories:

	BOWLS CLUB  Roll Up
	YOUTH ZONE  Naomi Broomfield


	11.09
	11.09
	W.I.  Shirley Thomas
	DRAYTON WIVES  Ann Hutchings
	Fax No:  01235 531217

	ROYAL BRITISH LEGION  Pearl Stanbridge
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	Report of meeting held on Monday 2nd August 2010.
	For all types of building work 
	from a reliable local company
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