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Your District Councillor  

Village Cohesion

A few issues ago, I asked everyone to get behind our County 
Councillors and their efforts to persuade the County Education 
department to reconsider their position on ‘Charging half the 
village for taking children to school’.  It has become clear that all 
local politicians and even our MP are fighting a problem that 
exists right across the country.

Because it is not my District Council’s problem, I have kept 
away from the issue up until now. However, despite their best 
efforts, there seems to be little or no progress, and a great injustice 
is about to be done in my village as a result. What is more, this 
injustice is about to be inflicted on us by a government of which 
my party is a part. This is now my issue as much as anyone else’s. 

We all accept that Councils must make their budgets balance 
and that cuts must be made. We can accept that, wherever 
possible, frontline education services should be protected, and that 
transport to school is not the main function of our education 
service. It may well be that this country can no longer afford to 
offer completely free school transport to everyone.  

If that is the case, let’s face it. Provided there are proper safety 
nets in place for those genuinely unable to afford to pay a small 
amount for their children to get to/from school, most fair-minded 
people would surely much rather pay a small amount towards the 
cost, than suffer a postcode lottery whereby a victimised small 
minority pay the whole cost, whilst others pay nothing. That is 
what is about to happen in Drayton and many other places.  

A few people, living in the wrong end of the village are being 
sent 3 figure bills per child each term, whilst those living only a 
few yards away are paying nothing. It is particularly disappointing   
that the authorities responsible are trying to hide behind pre-war 
laws. When the legislation was put in place it was deemed 
reasonable for parents and children to spend 2 hours or more a day 
walking to and from school, and roads were deemed safe which 
now carry heavy, fast-moving traffic. At the very least, the laws 
around school transport are badly in need of revision.

Asking all people who can afford it to pay, say £30 a term 
towards transport to school would take some political bottle, but 
would certainly be much fairer than asking a minority to pay 
hundreds of pounds. The present position of both County and 
central government is, quite simply, the result of the need to save 
money. Despite the best protestations of the OCC Education 
department, it has little to do with safety or child health.

Whatever is wrong with Drayton, it has always seemed to me to 
have some cohesion. We all feel pleased to be part of something. 
This issue is a serious threat to that cohesion. I do hope our 
county, other counties and central government will get together 
and think again.                   Richard Webber   -   Cllr VWHDC 

(call 01235 534001  -   email  richard.webber77@ntlworld.com) 
NB :-   See Richard’s item re JUBILEE celebrations on page 7. 
 

SCHOOL BUS   -  Just In  
An update from Karen Sharman  & Jacquie Cook 
We went to the Appeal Hearing on 9th February at County Hall 

Oxford, armed with strong arguments, awkward questions, a video 
of the route being walked on a dark December morning in the rain, 
and enough knowledge of the Home to School Transport policy 
and surrounding issues to hold our own against any onslaught. 

We left the appeal feeling we had presented our case well, and 
had instilled enough doubt in the Appeal Panel’s mind for them to 
seriously question the OCC decision.  

We have now had communication from the Appeal Clerk 
about their decision:-   Having considered the evidence we had 
produced, the Appeal Panel have agreed to an adjournment in 
order for a review of the safety assessment to take place.  

This time the assessment must take into account the concerns 
and comments made by us at the appeal, such as visibility, the 
shared pedestrian/cycle usage of the path on such a narrow stretch, 
also the lack of lighting.  

They are also seeking clarity from their legal department to look 
at and confirm what constitutes a ‘safe’ walking route. They will 
have to answer to the Appeal Panel and to the parents. 

This outcome was not top of our list, but is acceptable, and far 
better than a straight no.   Should the assessment prove to be ‘safe’ 
once more, we will be invited back for a meeting to hear their 
justifications, and we will again challenge their decisions.

So, the old saying – “we have won the battle, but not the war” 
would describe our position at the moment. 

We feel this is a positive step, and feel a sense of achievement 
for getting this far.  We look forward to hearing from them soon ... 

 

Make Room for 101 
If you need to call Thames Valley Police, but the call is less 

urgent than a 999 call, you now need to use the new national non-
emergency number 101.  It replaces the 0845 8 505 505 number. 

When would somebody call 101?      To report less urgent 
crime or disorder and for general police enquiries. For example:- if 
your car has been stolen; if your property has been damaged;  
when you suspect drug use or dealing;   to report a minor traffic 
collision;  to give the police information about crime in your area;   
if you’d like to speak to your local police officer. 

How does it work?    The service is available 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week. For more information, visit www.police.uk/101 

What will it cost to call?      Calls from landlines and mobile 
networks will cost 15 pence per call.

NB  If somebody is deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired 
they can textphone 18001 101.  

Remember, in a REAL emergency, always call 999. 
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COMING CHRONICLES 
 The APRIL Chronicle will be available for distribution to Area 
Agents on Friday March 30th, from  Helen Brasington   (534045), 
who should be contacted by Agents requiring extra copies. 

The Editor will be  David Lee  (202699).      Contributions may be 
e-mailed (see below, safest is to ‘editor@’), or placed in the Chronicle 
letter box, outside Vickery’s store on Drayton Green,    

NO  LATER than 5.15 pm on Monday, March 19th  2012. 
 

After this deadline, items are given less precedence for inclusion    
(No guarantees!), and certainly need to reach us by the  Wednesday. 

STOP PRESS - ADVERTISERS should note that the deadline 
for ads is EARLIER, Friday March 16th, due to their preparation time. 

NB :-  Can we politely remind Contributors that the above 
deadlines are exactly that;   there seems to be a trend (with increasing 
use of e-mail) of sending items later.      It should perhaps be realised 
that the later an item is received, the less precedence it gets.

The box is checked a little before the deadline.  It is a great help if  
items can be left a few days before the closing date.   Thank you.

NOTES for CONTRIBUTORS
All contributions to the Chronicle are most welcome. Be sure to 
include the name, address and (in case clarification is necessary) 
telephone number of the author.  Contributions can be made :- 

1. If you’ve Internet access, by email to the relevant editor (and 
please use a meaningful title, we get a lot called Chronicle!)  

(next editor) editor@draytonchronicle.net 
Derek Pooley derek_pooley@talk21.com 
David Lee  david_r.lee@ntlworld.com 
Tony Holmes tony-holmes@ntlworld.com 

Please remember to check that you soon get a confirmation reply. 
We do occasionally have emails sent that just don’t arrive! 

2. An email attachment, in WORD please.  
3. A good, black typescript on white A4 paper or smaller. Or 

perhaps hand-written, either way, NAMES in CAPITALS please!  
4. IF in any doubt, ASK the EDITOR! 
 

THE  FOLLOWING  TWO  MONTHS 

Issue for 
Copy for publication by 
Mondays (nb  Agents 

Lottery Packs Fri before)

Chronicle published and 
available for distribution 

on Fridays:- 

May 16 April 27 April 
June 14 May 25 May 

ADVERTISING RATES 
For Block Advert (about 1/12th  page) 

- - - - - Number of Inserts - - - - -  
Advertiser Category 1 3 6 12  
Drayton Resident £5.00 £14.00 £25.50 £48.00  
Non-Drayton Resident £6.00 £17.00  £31.50 £60.00  
Half-size block adverts, normally for one or two inserts, are 
charged at half the above rates.   
All requests must be accompanied by cash or a cheque

made payable to ‘Drayton Chronicle’. 
They may be placed in the Chronicle Letter Box, outside Vickery’s 

Hardware Store, Drayton Green, in shopping hours,   OR  
send your requirements :-  advertising@draytonchronicle.net 

Letters to the Editor   You may request that your name & address 
are not shown;  but we MUST have the details, and phone number. 

CHRONICLE LOTTERY 

Jean Barton,  Hon. Promoter  
 

RESULTS OF THE  FEBRUARY  LOTTERY 
Prize Winner Agent 
£25 R. Blogg, 46 High Street Margaret Long 
£20 Mrs Chapman, 146 Whitehorns Way Mirja Boyd 
£15 G. Dodson, Orchard Barn Claire Soper 
£10 Mr Brock, 39 Sutton Wick Lane Keith Clough 
£10 K Quaterman, 2 Eastway Park Teresa Burnage 
£10 T James, 118 Abingdon Road Margaret Armstrong 
£10 Mr and Mrs Pitts, 27 Lockway Christine Sadler 
£10 R Calvert-Fisher, Thrupp Rd, Radley Claire Soper 
£10 Mr Brennan, 20 Sutton Wick Lane Keith Clough 
£10 Susan Ash, 20 Lockway Karen Foremaan 

Winning tickets, from 1946 sold, were randomly drawn via computer 
(similar to Premium Bonds).   

DISCLAIMER This Journal is published in all good faith and 
every care is taken in its compilation. The organisers of the 
DRAYTON CHRONICLE, and its Agents, therefore accept no 
responsibility for OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for the validity of 
any ADVERTISEMENT, nor for any EFFECTS ARISING 
WHATSOEVER from the publication. 

The Beauty Spot
12 High Street Steventon

OX13 6RS
01235 833277

Email: gemma@thebeautyspot.info 
www.thebeautyspot.info

OPI Manicures & Pedicures…Massage… 
Lava Shell Massage…Bio Detox…Waxing… 

Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting… 
Dermalogica Facial & Body Treatments 

Sienna X Spray Tan 

*Monthly Special Offers…Evening appointments*
Gift Vouchers available. 

 

BENTON & BRYAN BUILDERS 

For all types of building work  
from a  reliable local company 

 Kitchens & Bathroom Extensions 
 Carpentry Alterations 
 Decorating Roofing 
 Plastering Brickwork 

Tel: 01235 832513  Mobile: 07905 386150 
Email: bentonandbryan@hotmail.co.uk 

 

ARE YOU IN THE DARK ? If your streetlight isn’t 
working, or wastes resources (on in the daytime), then please  
REPORT it on the County Council free hotline 0800 317802   
- help them by giving the post number, or nearest house.
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ALL AROUND 
 

Drayton BOWLS Club              ‘Roll-Up’ 
Bowls club held their dinner-dance and presentation night on 

January 27th at Drayton Park golf club, with around 50 members 
and friends in attendance;  prizes were given out to the winners of 
various competitions held throughout the year, and the committee 
are to be congratulated on putting on a fine evening. 

The winter leagues’ teams are all still gathering points on all 
fronts with The Wasps favourites to pick up the afternoon plaudits;  
with 4 matches to play they are well placed to repeat last year’s 
effort and retain the title, in fact this would be the third year that 
they have won this league.   The 3 other teams are all well placed 
without being close enough to make the podium, all in all it's been 
a fine season for the club with quite a number of new players 
taking part for the first time, and all have enjoyed the experience. 

The first of the internal competitions got underway on January 
22nd with the Wally Weightman triples, and going through to play 
the final on December 9th will be Pat Hoyland, Marjorie Strachan, 
and Lyndon Locke, who will play Maurice Bartlett, Eileen Long, 
and Bryn Jones.    

The next competition will be the Henry Bunce handicap pairs, to 
be played on February 22nd. 

The Rose Bowl triple leagues on Mondays and Wednesdays are 
underway and will run through until May. 

 

THE WHEATSHEAF 
 

Austin & Geraldine 
welcome you: to enjoy 

Traditional Home Cooked Food,  
Fine Wines and  Beers 

In Friendly Comfortable Surroundings. 

Take away Fish & Chips:
served Mon - Sat until 8pm 

Delicious Home Cooked Roast Lunch:  
Sunday 12 - 3.30 pm 

 

Senior Citizens Lunchtime Menu  
Tuesday to Friday £6.50 including sweet 

Bookings :- call Gel or Austin (01235 531485)  
Drayton (on the village green) 

 

W.  J.  TAYLOR  &  SONS 
FORGE GARAGE 

HIGH STREET, DRAYTON 
Nr. ABINGDON, OXON OX14 4JW  

SUN Tuning 
Car,  M/C  &  3-Wheeler 

M.O.T.  WHILE  YOU  WAIT  
CAR  -  Service and Repairs

VINTAGE WEDDING CAR  HIRE  
Telephone   ABINGDON 531350 

 

M. S. Lally 
Gas Boiler Service 

01235 848592     0796 7015 065 
Servicing and Repairs 
Systems Installed 
Boiler changes 
Systems Power Flushed 

��������	�
���������	�������	������������

 

DRAYTON WIVES             Gwen Price 
Our speaker in January was Anne Gould who is one of our 

members.  She gave a very interesting talk on Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel and his family.  As our speaker said “He was the man who 
built the world”.  His  achievements in ship building, railways, 
bridges, and many more, were amazing, many of which  can still be 
seen and used today.  Nearer to home, he built the main G.W.R. 
railway line  which goes  through Steventon onward  to Didcot. 

Brunel would have preferred the line to have come to Abingdon 
but this was turned down. The Brunel houses can still be seen by 
the railway in Steventon. One of these homes was used by Marc 
Brunel, Isambard’s father when he was ailing. We have some very 
important history on our doorstep! 

DATES for your DIARY in March:- 
Weds  7th  Walk  -  around Brightwell-cum-Sotwell 

 Mon  12th  COFFEE     Jean,  Daphne B.,  Trudi 
 Mon  19th  WHIST       Helen S. 
 Wed  18th  MEETING  Josie Midwinter  The story continues. 

 
OTHER LOCAL PLACES OF WORSHIP

Methodist Chapel        Sunday Service: 10.30 am 
High Street,   Milton 

Local contacts: Geoff or Jean Caudle, 531409 

Home Helpers Care Ltd
The Office   25 The Nursery Sutton Courtenay Oxon OX14 4UA 

Tel: 01235 848822    Fax 01235 848688 
(Established since 1993) 

Providing Services in the South & Vale to: 
Private Customers / Direct Payment Customers / 

Social Services Funded Customers / Independent Living 
Customers. 

Comprehensive Range of Care Services incl Palliative Care 
Day & Night Sitters : Meals : At home laundry 

Shopping  /  Collecting Pensions  /  Paying Bills  /  Light Domestic Tasks 
Call the team for further information 01235 848822 

N H Solutions Security Consultancy Services 
Services include:-  

Security Surveys, CCTV, Alarms, Perimeter Protection,  
Key Holding & Alarm Response, 

Residential, Commercial & Event Security, Asset Tracking, 
Response & Recovery (from farm machinery to caravans) 

 

Free, No-Obligation Surveys 
Please visit www.nhsolutions.org.uk 

Or call 07738110413 
 

Letters to the Editor / Chronicle Items  
Please note that, although we welcome submissions on a variety of 
topics, the Editors reserve the right to shorten, clarify or reject any 
letter or supplied text. 

THE WHEATSHEAF 
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ST PETER'S  CHURCH 
 
Priest in Charge Revd Rebecca Peters 531374 
Curate       Revd Rosie Bruce 525284 
Churchwardens Mrs Val Cross 535183 
 Mr Colin Arnold 531923 
Organist Robert Legg   
CHURCH NOTICES
REGULAR SERVICES 
Sunday 8.00 am Holy Communion (CW - Traditional). 

10.00 am Sung Eucharist (CW)  except 3rd Sunday, when 
a non-Eucharistic Praise Service is held   

Mon-Fri 8.30 am Morning Prayer (CW) in Lady Chapel 
Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion (CW) in Lady Chapel   

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 
Monday 7.45 pm Bellringing Practice   Bell Tower 
Weds 10.30 am  Pebbles (term time only) Church Room  

CALENDAR  for MARCH    
Tues    6th   3.00 pm 1st Tuesday Connections  Church Room 
Sun    18th 10.00 am Praise at Ten (Mother’s Day) 
 

LENT LUNCHES 
A soup lunch will be served in the church room during Lent, see 

advert (p9) for further details. If you would like to come and join 
us, please contact Victoria Grifiths on (01235) 531463. 

PARISH REGISTER 
Baptism Jan 22nd Ruth Elizabeth Peters 
 

YOU  STAY – WE PRAY (March)

4th to 10th    Steventon Road; Eastway; Eastway MHP 
11th to 17th   Church Lane; Henleys Lane; Caudwell Close;

Gravel Lane 
18th to 31st   Abingdon Road; Oday Hill; Binning Close;

Haywards Road 
 

LARKMEAD VETERINARY GROUP 
New Veterinary Surgery opened in Uptown Farm 

94a High Street, Sutton Courtenay 
Consultations by Appointment 

A dedicated and caring veterinary team - 24 hour emergency cover – 
Ample parking - A branch for our Small Animal Clinic with Hospital Facilities 

111–113 Park Road, Didcot, OX11 8QT 

Please ring 01235 814991 
www.larkmead.co.uk 

Hamel’s Memorials 
Memorial Masons / Stone Masons 

* Free Inscriptions on all New Memorials purchased.*
Cleaning, Renovation, Re-fixing & Re-levelling, 

Additional Inscriptions, Free Brochure. 
Visit us at Richs Sidings, Didcot, 

Tel  01235 812222 

Letter from  St Peter’s Church
Dear Friends,            

As we begin the Christian period of penitence called Lent, 
traditionally we remember Jesus’s 40 days of fasting in the 
wilderness in preparation for his ministry. Today it is a period of 
preparation before the celebrations of Holy week. Many people try 
to give up things for Lent, like chocolate or biscuits, they try to 
strip some of the unnecessary things from their lives. However, it 
is more important to remember why we observe Lent, that we 
might spend time drawing close to God in prayer, in worship, in 
daily Bible reading. We are also called to think again about what is 
important in our lives and how we prioritise our time. 

 Towards the end of Lent we shall be celebrating Mother’s Day 
on Sunday 18th March with a ‘Praise at Ten’ service, all are 
welcome.

Holy week this year starts at the beginning of April, below are 
this year’s services, at which ALL ARE WELCOME  :- 

Palm Sunday (1st):- 10am A retelling of the Easter Story 
especially suitable for children and adults (also traditional 8am 
service of Communion). 

Maunday Thursday (5th):- Holy Communion and hand washing. 
Good Friday (6th):- 10am Family Worship, Joint ecumenical 

service starts at the Green, a walk around the village ending up at 
St Peter’s Church (including refreshments afterwards). . . . . 

. . . . and then at 2pm:-  Meditation and prayer service and  
prayer stations around the church.  

Easter Sunday (8th):- All Age Worship at 10am  (also traditional 
8am service of Communion) 

God Bless                                     Revd Rebecca Peters 

� � � � � � � � �

Bed & Breakfast 
 All rooms are en suite  

For more information 
Ring Glenn or Janet on 
01235 531457 or visit 

www.theredliondrayton.co.uk 

FORTHCOMING Police ‘Have Your Say’ :-  
Friday March 2nd  10am to 11, Drayton Hall Car Park; 
& Fri March 16th, also 10 to 11, Costcutter, Sutton Courtenay. 
(Both with PCSO Sandra Syphas).   For more info re your local 

neighbourhood team, call the (new) non-emergency number 101 
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(MORE) ALL AROUND 
Drayton 1st Brownies           Paula Harper 

Welcome to our new Brownies that have joined us this term, 
Eiliesh, Ella, Millie, Rebecca & Tana. 

This month we have been working towards our Designer badges. 
We have designed a new badge for Drayton Brownies and designed 
t-shirts. We had a special evening for Valentine’s Day with heart 
themed nibbles and games. 

March evenings include preparation for a Fashion Show and 
making Funky Mother’s Day Cards.  

Meetings are held at Drayton Village Hall, on Wednesdays 
during school term from 6.15 – 7.45, meetings are open to all girls 
aged between 7 – 10 years old.  Further details are available from:- 

Ruth Hudson (Brown Owl) on 01235 205111 
Esther Deabill (Tawny Owl) on 01235 528502 
Paula Harper (Friendly Owl) on 01235 534166 
Annette Mitchell (Barn Owl)  on 01235 555216 
 

Suzy Willis & Associates 
MCSP  HPC   

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPISTS 
Old Lodge, Henleys Lane 

Drayton, OX14 4HU 
Tel   01235 531269 

Please ring for an appointment 

������������	����
��������
The litter rota for 2012 will be the same as in previous years. If 

you need a copy of your turn, please let me (Gwen Price) know.
If you are no longer able to do it, then please phone or email me  

(phone 01235 531205,  email japrice2008@btinternet.com). 
 Thanks for your help last year.

DRAYTON TELEVISION 
SERVICES 

Digital TV aerials installed Extra aerial points 
Satellite Sky or Freesat Repairs 
TV tuning and programming New TV Sales  
Television Wall mounting FREE ESTIMATES 

 
Telephone: 01235 531451 

 

newington nurseries 
lovely plants and pots for the garden  

at unbelievable prices! 
 

newington  nr stadhampton  oxon  ox10 7aw 
www.newington-nurseries.co.uk 

01865 400533 

Hazel Lee 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Free quotes 
07866 509683 

hazel.lee78@hotmail.co.uk

DRAYTON W.I.  Brenda Malin  
Our February speaker, Ben Jones (an arboriculturist), took us 

from Drayton to Honduras via Nuneham Courtenay Arboretum.  
Once in the tropical rainforest we were shown vistas from the great 
heights of the forest canopy.   

Ben and his colleagues were scaling the massive trees and 
undertaking the installation of ropes and staging for scientists to 
carry out their studies of the flora and fauna of the forest.  This is 
an aspect of research I’m sure most of us have never given a 
thought to, when watching the likes of David Attenborough 
perched precariously above the forest floor. 

Whilst in the forest, Ben showed us photos of the B&B 
accommodation provided, self-assembled hammock-cum-tent slung 
from overhead branches. The forest being many thousands of feet 
above sea level, occasionally they would descend to a lower level 
and be house guests of a local family. This would have been an 
adventure in itself.  As is almost always the case when people have 
so little, they are happy to share what little they do have. 

Our next meeting is our AGM :- Thursday 8th March, Caudwell 
Day Centre at 7.30pm.  A new committee will be elected and a 
whole new program drawn up.   

We hope to have a Table-top Sale in the Spring and it will be 
open to all-comers, watch this space for further details. 

 

N. HAYCROFT PLUMBING 

A complete Plumbing Service 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Taps, Tanks, Ball Valves, Leaks, 
Stopcocks, Burst Pipes, Pumps, Cylinders, 

Immersions, Radiators, Basins, Sinks. 
Installation of Washing Machines, Dishwashers, 

Showers & Bathrooms 
Over 30 years experience 

All work fully guaranteed and fully insured 

Tel : 01235 814739 

Learn to Drive with your Local Instructor 

Fast friendly patient tuition 
Door to door home or work 

Evening and weekend appointments available 
Discount on pre paid block booking 

PHILIP PULLEN 07733 360230 

email: phil.pullen@btinternet.com 
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Sabina's

BAPTIST CHURCH 
Church Secretary:-   Mrs Jayne Henderson............... 522161 
 
REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICES 

11.15 am Presently only one morning service per month;
this is the Family Service, and is on  

the first Sunday of each month. 
6.00 pm Evening  Service.     A traditional form of service,  

frequently with guest speakers. 
(Communion every  second  Sunday) 

 
Come and join us every Sunday – we look forward to seeing you. 

EVERYONE IS MOST WELCOME

(EVEN MORE) ALL AROUND 
Drayton Pre-School Playgroup      Debbie Bargus 

We would like to welcome the new children who have joined us 
this term, we hope they enjoy the time they spend with us. 

This term’s focus is communication, language and literacy, with 
learning established through familiar stories. ‘Going on a bear 
hunt’, ‘Someone Bigger’ and ‘The hungry caterpillar’. 

Do you have a child who is approaching 2 1/2yrs? We are 
happy to put younger children onto our waiting list. Please do keep 
supporting us, the children have great fun and are always learning 
new things. Please contact Preschool on 01235 536094 or 
draytonpreschool@btconnect.com for a welcome pack or 
to arrange a visit. 

There is an easy way to help our fundraising, if you order goods 
via the internet, you can register at www.easyfundraising.org.uk

You choose a charity, we are on the list, then when you buy 
online from major companies like Amazon, Next, Play.com, 
Churchill Insurance, AA, Ebay and The Book People,  they give a 
percentage to us at no extra cost to you.   

 
Dates:-  Term 4 ends on Friday 30th March 2012 
 Term 5 begins on Tuesday 17th April 2012 

 

A J Taylor 
General Services 
01235 200954 / 07906 849524 
 
adrian.taylor6099@ntlworld.com 
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Southey Garden Solutions 
Everyone can have a beautiful garden. 

 Not sure where to start?  Let me help you.
Informal group and 1:1 gardening workshops 
Personal, friendly garden design 
Seasonal garden tidy ups 

 
Please call me and find out more.
Sara Southey  07860  454514  

www.southey-garden-solutions.co.uk

7 Days Free.   Try before you buy! 
We’re so proud of our gym we’d like  

you to try it free for 7 days. 

2 months free with our Annual upfront 
membership deal. 

TEL: 01235 538620  info@resultsfitness.co.uk 
Suite 2A Tannery Court, Stratton Way, Abingdon (Above Coxeters) 

www.resultshealthclubs.co.uk

Margaret welcomes you to 
for your next hair appointment 

40 ABINGDON ROAD - DRAYTON - Tel. (01235) 531140 
Mondays & Tuesdays & Saturdays  

9.00am to 1.00 pm and 2.00pm to 5.00pm 
Wednesday closed all day 

Thursdays and Fridays  
9.00am to 1.00 pm and 2.00pm to 6.00pm 

Men now welcome at any time - so why not call in?
Special rates for Pensioners and Free Car Parking 

Keep Oxfordshire’s History Alive 
�
���	������	���������
�������� �����!

��	
���
We need your help in the café, reception, museum galleries and 

education centre. 
For more information please contact our         
Volunteer Co-ordinator on 01993 811456 
volunteer.museum@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/museumvolunteering 

���������	��
���������
�����
If your Area Agent is unable to deliver your Chronicle, you can 

collect a copy from Vickery's shop in the week after normal delivery 
time.  Lawrence has very kindly agreed to keep a small stock for us. 
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YOUR LETTERS 
Grateful Thanks   -   Marie Curie

93 Abingdon Road 
May I through the Drayton Chronicle say a big thank you to the 

residents of Abingdon Road (nos 86 – 140) who gave so 
generously to the Marie Curie Cancer Care house-to-house 
collection in January. 

A total of £55-66p was collected and a cheque sent to their head 
office.   

Yours sincerely     Julie Brown 
 

� � � � � � � �

Drayton Window Cleaning Service 
 Est 1990 - we provide a friendly reliable service 

 Every 4-5 weeks - Free quote - no obligation 
Craig Taylor  Tel: 01235 512881  Mob: 07778 661548 

www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com
A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home. 

Online payment is also welcome. 
 Other services include:  Conservatory roof cleaning; 
Fascias cleaning; Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out 

 

Jubilee Celebrations

As many will know, the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee 
celebrations are to be held over the weekend of Friday 1st June to 
Tuesday 5th June inclusive.  

In keeping with Her Majesty’s dual role as Head of State and 
Head of the Church of England, St Peter’s Church and Drayton 
Parish Council are getting together to arrange and sponsor a 
Village event on the Millennium Green.

With other large-scale and high-budget celebrations going on in 
London and even Abingdon, we are anxious that our celebration 
should be a rather lower key and informal event centred on getting 
people together for a picnic on the Green with some background 
entertainment for all age groups.  

As far as possible, the event will not clash with larger, local and 
national events – but would include a commemorative ceremony. 

If YOU would like to be involved in helping to plan the event, 
please let me know.                         

 Richard Webber   -   Cllr VWHDC 
(call 01235 534001  -   email  richard.webber77@ntlworld.com) 
 

����������	�
�
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COMPETITIVE RATES 
CONTACT : JEFF COX 

01235 – 202353 
07866 – 903400 

JC_OX14@YAHOO.CO.UK 

K. L. YATES BUILDERS 
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING SERVICES 

 Extensions and Alterations 
 Property Maintenance 
 Kitchens and Bathrooms 
 Carpentry and Tiling 

Call RICHARD for an estimate on 
01235 531275 or mobile 07788 738248 

ED VAIZEY   -  Your Local MP
Not many of us would think that scrap metal would have a big 

impact on our lives.  But in recent years the theft of metal to be 
sold for scrap has reached epidemic proportions. Most often, it 
involves thieves digging up copper cables, which means disrupting 
telephone services and railway signals.  So I was delighted when 
the Government announced that it will bring in new laws to help 
curb the problem. Scrap metal dealers who are linked to metal 
theft of any kind will have their licences torn up, and also anyone 
caught transporting stolen metal will have their vehicle 
registrations confiscated. The Government has also announced a 
£5m fund that will be used to establish a specialised metal theft 
task force. I hope that this will make a difference to many people’s 
lives in the constituency and throughout Britain. 

I was also pleased to hear that the Government will spend 
£2.17bn to fund flood defences over the next three years. We all 
remember the devastating impact of the floods in this constituency 
in 2007, and I hope that this spending will make us safer from a 
repeat.  The Government says that 145,000 homes will be better 
protected by 2015.  

 The continuing rise in unemployment is concerning.  But in this 
context it’s worth remembering that we live in one of the most 
economically dynamic parts of the country. Out of 650 UK 
constituencies we rank 609th for unemployment with only 1,206 
people seeking work. While I by no means wish to overlook the 
tough times these job-seekers are facing, it means that the 
unemployment rate locally is 2.3%, and has only risen by 50 in the 
past year.  

I was contacted recently by a local charity that gives grants to 
worthy causes in the Wantage area; amounts are up to £1000, and 
are for individuals who are in need of items and equipment that 
would make an important difference to their day-to-day lives. 
Applicants must live in Wantage or within 5 miles of the town 
centre.  If you know of vulnerable people in that area needing 
cookers, TVs, fridges etc., then please feel free to let me know and 
I will contact the charity. 

I have also been recently contacted by Robert Stiles Almshouse, 
located just off Newbury Road in Wantage. Although Robert 
Stiles died in 1680, his legacy has lived on for over three 
centuries, as these almshouses still provide a home for the elderly 
today and they are inviting new applications. If you or someone 
you know are interested in applying then please contact them. 

 
If you need to get in touch with me, telephone 020 7219 

6350, write to me, c/o House of Commons, London SW1A OAA, 
or you can e-mail me on vaizeye@parliament.uk ;  the Website is 
www.vaizey.com with up to date news and surgery details, which 
are always Fridays, 5.30 pm to 7pm, just turn up  (King Alfred 
Drive Community Centre, DIDCOT, March 2nd, +  also Town 
Hall, WALLINGFORD, March 16th, and GROVE, Old Mill Hall, 
March 23rd).  �
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DRA YTON PA RISH COUNCIL 
Ever wondered what YOUR Parish Council does, or met the Councillors? 

Then come along to the ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY.

7 pm on MONDAY APRIL 2nd 2012         
at Drayton VILLAGE HALL 

All welcome – Your chance to speak & air your views! 
(Followed by the Parish Council Meeting.) 

YOUR LETTERS (extra) 
Neighbourhood Action Group  -  Speeding

Dear Sir,                              via E-mail 
Residents in Drayton may have noticed the yellow, green and 

blue SpeedWatch signs that have appeared at various strategic 
points. They have been put up as part of the OCC Community 
SpeedWatch scheme by members of the Neighbourhood Action 
Group 5 (covering Drayton, Appleford and Sutton Courtenay), 
supported by PC Keith Morton and PCSO Sandra Syphas.   

At a recent NAG5 meeting held in Sutton Courtenay it was 
agreed that these signs are beginning to have some effect in 
Appleford where a 30mph limit had been largely ignored along a 
straight stretch of road through the village.  It would be great if the 
signs in Drayton and Sutton Courtenay had a similar effect.   

As recommended by OCC, the posters are taken down and the 
display rotated round the village periodically.  In his article (see 
p12) Richard Webber has outlined some of the other initiatives 
being considered by NAG5 to raise awareness and educate about 
dangers of speeding. 

Having witnessed a mother with a child in her vehicle tearing 
down Lockway at an estimated speed of 35-40 mph, it would be 
good if all drivers could adopt a self-imposed rule of 20mph in all 
built-up areas of the villages.  Apart from the obvious safety 
aspect it keeps the noise down too.  

And talking of noise – yes no one likes that ‘airport’ sound 
coming from the A34, but if it was refurbished between Abingdon 
and the Milton interchange, and a 50mph limit introduced as on 
the Botley bypass stretch of the A34, it would be a lot safer and 
quieter for all of us. One lives in hope! 

 Simon Murray 
 

� � � � � � � �

Creative Catering 
Westbrook Street, Blewbury 

Flexible and affordable catering for all your catering 
needs, including Weddings, Parties, Pig Roasts, Buffets, 

Funerals, Canapé Receptions and Business Lunches. 
SHORT NOTICE BOOKINGS WELCOME 

15 Years Experience 
For more information or menus please phone 

01235 850342 or 07743368373 
sheilaaustin@btinternet.com

Dyslexia, ADD, low self-esteem, highly stressed? 

Does your child (primary/secondary) need extra help with 
learning?  Flourishing Minds specialises in biofeedback 
techniques which enable individuals to achieve accelerated 
learning.  Additional multi-sensory techniques, as well as 
computer-based literacy and numeracy support also used. 
 Private sessions available by appointment.  
Call Emma Drury-Dryden   07827 516279    Drayton Based 

A.G.E.   -   by Ann Marshall
I needed no doctor to say what I’d got 

I knew what was coming, had sensed it a lot. 
It begins with an ‘A’ and ends with an ‘E’ 
And in between those two, the letter is ‘G’. 

 
You’ve got it, he’s got it, she’s got it too, 

Just one of the symptoms is trips to the loo. 
It’s memory-taking, your back feels it’s breaking. 

Yes, I’ve got it  -   and so have you! 
 

For each complication there’s one more prescription 
(The list now goes over the page!) 

One’s knees crack and creak, and you sometimes can’t sleep. 
Its description?  It’s simply ‘old age’. 

 
There’s no vaccine prevention, no potion or pill 

And no recuperation – because you’re not ill. 
You’ll learn to live with it, so bear this in  mind, 
That’s my recommendation – I speak as I find. 

 

ART STEEL WORKS 
Fabrication/Welding 
All Style of Gates 

Angle Iron Posts For Chain Link. 
Handrails & Railings.  

: 01235 819999   Mob: 0788 0980 425 
artsteelworks@aol.com



March  2011  Page 9 

PARISH COUNCIL (Feb 6th) 
To begin with, a quick update on OCC’s change of policy 

regarding charging for school transport, there was a Parents’ 
Appeal Hearing last week in Oxford. The PC submitted a detailed 
written statement to the hearing in support of the parents, and was 
also represented in person by Daniel Scharf, our Chairman. At the 
time of writing, the outcome is not known, although there have 
been concerns that, whatever the merits of the parents’ case, if 
those councillors making up the panel were members of the ruling 
party, they would be unlikely to find in favour of the parents, 
when this would go against the changes that OCC has made. More 
information should be available by the time of the next Parish 
Council meeting (& please see, if not already, the page 1 update). 

Another ongoing controversial issue is the Vale’s Interim 
Housing Supply Policy. Our District Councillor, Richard Webber, 
reported that there have been something like 150 applications by 
developers to build houses on a variety of Vale sites in order to fill 
the gap left by the supposed shortfall in housing supply. The 
situation is confused however, not least because one of the 
declared reasons for the shortfall was that large sites, eg Grove 
Airfield & Great Western Park at Didcot, were said to be behind 
schedule on house completions. Conflicting reports suggest that 
this may not in fact be the case. The pot is further stirred by the 
knowledge that other nearby authorities are experiencing similar 
problems, including Cherwell District Council.  

For example, we have learned that Tony Baldry, the MP for 
Banbury, has asked Planning Ministers in central government for 
clarification on the situation. He writes that “because of the 
present economic climate, on a number of these sites (i.e. in CDC, 
but see below), construction work has yet to start” – this despite 
the fact that the necessary planning permissions have already been 
granted. He adds, “it is not [the local authority’s] fault that house 
builders have not yet started building houses where planning 
permissions have been granted, but what it has led to is a number 
of developers putting forward opportunistic planning applications 
for not insignificant housing developments almost always in 
villages in the area, hoping that such…applications will be granted 
on appeal irrespective of the wishes of local people”. Mr Baldry’s 
comments may be found on his website, but although not made  in 
connection with the Vale, they apply equally to it.   �>>> 
 

Just  Grass
Weekly / Fortnightly 

Lawn  Mowing  Service 
 

Tel:  01235  553468    Mob:   07921 102100 
 

General Garden Maintenance   
Hedge Cutting  -   Tree Work  

Julian Cook. 43 Sutton Wick Lane, Drayton  

Electrical Problems?   Call 
�����������	��
	���

Domestic  ● Commercial ● Industrial 
• Electrical Test & Certification 
• Re-wires Part or Complete 
• Electrical Showers Complete 
• Portable Appliance Testing 
• Extra Power or Lighting Points 
• Fire & Intruder Alarms 

Office: 01235 528800    Mobile: 07786 930463 
Windy Ridge Court, Milton Road, Drayton, Abingdon OX14 4EZ  

A.L.VICKERY & SON 
5, THE GREEN, DRAYTON,  OX14 4JA 

01235  531497 
COOKSHOP – HOUSEWARES – DIY 
ELECTRICAL TOOLS – GARDENING 

LOCKSMITHS – KEYS CUT WHILE YOU WAIT 
OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY,  9 to 5.30 

CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 
Park your car outside the Store 

NOW STOCKING HOOVER BAGS AND PRE-PACKED COAL 

DRAYTON YOUTH CENTRE CHARITY
Applications are invited from any Youth Organisation in 

Drayton wishing to apply for financial assistance from the above 
charity.  To request an application form please send an email to :- 

karen.tinson1@ntlworld.com or phone 01235 531596. 
Applications must be received by April 15th 2012.  
All applications will be considered at the Charity’s meeting to 

be held in April/May (date to be confirmed). 
 

St Peter’s Church   -   Lent Lunches 
A soup lunch will be served in the church room from  
12 noon to 2 pm on these Wednesdays during Lent:- 
29th February; 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th of March. 

There will be a bowl for voluntary contributions  
to our Lent project (to be decided) 

You are welcome to come and join us. 
(If you would like to come and join us please contact 

Victoria Griffiths on 01235  531463) 

>>>  Remaining on the subject of housing, the Oxfordshire 
Rural Community Council (ORCC) has kindly agreed to put 
together a Housing Needs Survey for Drayton. A questionnaire 
will be distributed to all Drayton residents, probably around late 
March, for return by the end of April. The questions it contains are 
aimed at establishing whether there is a need within the village for 
affordable housing. Of necessity therefore, some of the 
information required is fairly detailed, but no more so than the 
recent census form, and along some of the same lines. There may 
well be further information about the survey included elsewhere in 
the Chronicle, but it is intended that the Annual Parish Meeting, 
which this year is on 2nd April, will be held not in the usual 
venue, but in the Village Hall instead. The distribution of the 
Survey has been timed to coincide with the meeting, and it is 
hoped that people will come along to hear more about the purpose 
of the survey, its relationship to current Vale housing policy, and 
the concept of neighbourhood planning, recently introduced by the 
Localism Act, which is very relevant to villages like Drayton. 

Finally, although the recent cold spell appears to be over (fingers 
crossed), there are no guarantees it won’t be repeated; so Drayton 
residents might like to know that the village now has two bins 
filled with rock salt (supplied by the Highways Dept) which may 
be used to put on pavements, driveways, or wherever is helpful to 
make it easier for people to get around in icy conditions. An 
existing bin is located in Lyford Close, and a second has now 
been placed at the entrance to Gravel Lane, behind the bus shelter 
on The Green. There are no formal arrangements to spread the salt, 
and it is more a case of ‘help yourself, sensibly, but as required’. 

The next (ordinary) Parish Council meeting will be on Monday 
5th March, at 7.30pm, in the Caudwell Day Centre in Gravel Lane. 
As always, all are invited to attend. Richard Williams 
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Drayton School       Dawn Waddup 
Classroom News . . . Robins (Reception and Year 1) have 

continued to discover more ‘rumbles and roars behind the 
classroom door’ and indeed from around the rest of the world.  
They celebrated Chinese New Year with a fiery Dragon Dance, 
followed by a Chinese feast which gave them the opportunity to 
taste some Oriental cuisine. 

Ravens (Years 1 and 2) have made some fantastic puppets - 
puppets on sticks, finger puppets, puppets on strings and hand 
puppets.  The theme has continued into PE lessons with the 
children imitating the movements of puppets.  Inspired by the 
books about The Lighthouse Keeper, models of lighthouses have 
been made, complete with flashing lights which make for an 
impressive display in the class. 

Red Kites (Year 3) have had a delicious time learning all about 
chocolate and how it is made.  Their versions of chocolate 
machines are on display outside their classroom.  Unsurprisingly, 
this topic has really captured their imagination!  

Sadly Kingfishers (Years 4 & 5) had their pirate plans 
scuppered when traffic problems in London brought a halt to their 
visit to the Golden Hinde in London.  Despite spending all day on 
the coach and not reaching their destination, the children were 
exceptionally well behaved. The trip has been rearranged for 
later this month.   

Back in the classroom, they have learnt about famous pirates, 
notably Grace O’Malley and Annie Bonney.  ====>>> 

 

JANET LYNN FOOTCARE 
Mobile Footcare services including nail trimming, treatment of 

corns, calluses, fungal nails & more in the comfort of your own home.  
Also available:- Paraffin Wax treatment, and Pedicures & Manicures 

 
Day, Evening and Weekend appointments available 

Janet Lynn   MCFHP  MAFHP 
 

Tel :  07714 568115 www.janetlynnfootcare.com
Fully Insured, and with a clear CRB check 

 

Try a class for FREE! 
 

Fun-filled award-winning music and movement  
classes for kids from 0-7.  Classes for babies,  

toddlers and family groups in Steventon Village Hall. 
---------------------------------- 

www.musicforlife.info sarah@musicforlife.info 
 

Call Sarah Whittle on 01235 832034 
 

Coffee Morning 
St Peter’s Church 
Saturday 10th March 

10am to 12noon 
Cards and cakes for sale and a raffle. 

Proceeds to Children’s Society and Action Aid. 
If you have a Children’s Society box 

please return it on this Saturday 
 

Tonks Brothers  
Funeral Directors 
158 Ock Street, Abingdon, 

 Oxon, OX14 5DL 

Telephone: 01235 – 539444 
 24 Hour personal service 
 Dedicated chapel of rest 
 Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 Memorials Supplied 

Golden Charter 
Funeral Plans 

==>>  Having dealt with The Jabberwocky, Eagles (Year 6), 
have travelled ‘to infinity and beyond’ and written explanatory 
texts on space.  Thanks partly to funds raised by the cake sale **, 
the class  are enjoying the benefit of reading many new books.       

Fundraising 
** Friends of Drayton School (FODSA) is a friendly group 

which organises fundraising events for the school.   
Coming soon: -
24th February Bags2School - the school will receive a 

payment based on the total weight of bags containing unwanted 
clothing etc. (not bric-a-brac) collected.   

9th   March  Cake sale, proceeds will go to Red Kites  
 23th   March Non-uniform day  
 30th   March Chocolate hour  

Funds raised also pay for items such as a new shed for Robins 
class and a screen and projector for the hall. If you can support in 
anyway, please join our mailing list, email your name and ‘helper’ 
in the subject bar to fodsa@hotmail.co.uk. 

Sports . . . .  We are looking forward to the House Tag Rugby 
Competition on 30 March. 

Governors 
Finally, we would like to welcome Ed Darter, Rev Rebecca 

Peters and Cynthia Shebbeare to the governing body of the school.   
We look forward to working with them.

YOUR COMPUTER TUTOR 
One-to-one lessons in the comfort of your own home 
for beginners upwards, from an experienced, 
enthusiastic and patient local tutor. 

• shop and sell online 
• use email and  the internet 
• set-up your computer to suit your needs 
• organise your documents, photos and music  
• create high-quality documents, posters & spreadsheets
• and much more… 

Call Meryl on 07794 656607   meryl.tutor@live.co.uk 
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GARDENING  TIME   
Cornus for all seasons

Cornus, or Dogwood, can be divided into two forms: shrubby 
and flowering. The shrubby varieties are grown for their dramatic 
winter stem colours and the flowering types are grown for their 
colourful summer bracts and autumn colour.  

Cornus was apparently called Dog Tree in the mid 1500s, then 
Dogwood in the early 1600s, when it was also called Hound Tree 
and the fruits were known as Dog or Hound Berries. It is thought 
that Dogwood is a corruption of ‘dagwood’ as the slender, 
hardwood stems were used to make ‘dags’ (daggers), and skewers. 

The best dogwoods for winter colour are Cornus alba ‘Sibirica’ 
(red stems), C. alba ‘Kesselringii’ (almost black stems), C. sericea 
‘Flaviramea’ (lime green stems) and C. sanguinea ‘Midwinter 
Fire’ (red, orange and yellow stems). For more summer interest, C. 
alba ‘Elegantissima’ provides variegated foliage. For effect, plant 
red or black stemmed varieties with lime green varieties. To obtain 
good winter colour, cut back the stems each spring to allow the  
production of vibrantly-coloured shoots for the ensuing winter.  

Shrubby Dogwoods can tolerate any soils, including damp, but 
do plant in full sun so as to promote the brightest of colours. 

Flowering Dogwoods are noted for their showy spring/summer 
bracts and beautiful autumn shades. C. florida ‘Cherokee Chief’ 
produces striking, dark pink bracts & ‘Rubra’ produces dusky pink 
bracts. C. kousa ‘China Girl’ produces white bracts in early 
summer and C. ‘Norman Hadden’, a semi-evergreen, produces 
masses of bracts in shades of cream. All produce pendent 
strawberry/raspberry-like fruits. All get to a height and spread of 
some 6 and 8 metres.

In autumn, the green summer foliage turns into hues of red, 
purple, orange, bronze and gold. The flowering types prefer to be 
planted in dappled shade. Cornus florida prefers neutral to acid 
soil conditions whereas Cornus kousa is more tolerant of neutral 
to alkaline soils.  

To prune, cut out dead wood as required and prune lower 
branches to create a clear trunk. Do this between late autumn and 
early spring whilst the tree is dormant. 

Two other interesting Dogwoods are Cornus mas (Cornelian 
Cherry) and Cornus controversa (The Wedding Cake Tree). The 
former has almost year-round interest – yellow blossom late winter 
followed by edible, bright red fruits in late summer.  Do check you 
have space though  - it gets to a height and spread of 5 metres!  

The latter has a rather unusual growing habit in that it forms an 
interesting tiered effect. The tree is covered in a mass of white, 
star-shaped flowers in early summer followed by small black 
berries in autumn. Both are easy trees, produce good autumn 
colours, are tolerant of sandy, loamy or clay conditions, alkaline, 
neutral or acid soil, and full sun or light shade. But C. controversa  
can reach a height and spread of some 15 metres. Anne Hendry 

Newington Nurseries, nr Stadhampton, Oxon, OX10 7AW  
(01865 400533)      www.newington-nurseries.co.uk

PILATES 
Due to the success of our first class 
in Drayton we are now able to offer  

three classes (including a morning class)! 
Don’t miss this opportunity! 

Please ring Gillian Frost for details:- 
01235 814299    or   07981 362867  

DANES/MACE STORE 
Mon – Sat  5am - 8pm       Sun 6am -7pm 

FOR ALL YOUR PAPERS 
AND  MAGAZINES, 

GROCERIES, FROZEN FOODS, 
CARDS, OFF LICENCE  and 

SAVOURY  SNACKS. 
LINK CASH MACHINE AVAILABLE 

LOTTERY TICKETS 
In Store Bakery and 

Freshly cut sandwiches 

MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 
TEL: 01235 554813 

 Fax No:  01235 531217 
 

PENSIONS & INVESTMENT 

PENSIONS & INVESTMENT SPECIALISTS 
PERFECTING THE ART OF INDEPENDENT 
FINANCIAL ADVICE TO THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 

Suite C ° The Courtyard ° Lombard Street 
Abingdon ° Oxon ° OX14 5FG 

Tel:(01235) 522003 ° Fax:(01235) 527291 
enquiries@tacfs.co.uk 

Clients love our service standards. 
See what they say about us by visiting our web site: 

www.tacfs.co.uk 
Thomas & Co Financial Services is authorised and  

regulated by the Financial Services Authority. 

ST PETER'S CHURCH HOME-VISITING GROUP  
will visit anyone who is, or has been, ill or is recently home from 
hospital, or unable to get out because of a disability, or is in any 

other circumstances where support would be welcomed.   
Please contact:-    Jean Hager (531558),  Sally Dixon (531547),         

Ros Blogg (535589)  or  Margaret Watts (527145).   
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NOTICES   
 

From NHS in Oxfordshire  –  YOUR Data
In April 2012 NHS Oxfordshire will be telling everyone in the 

county about Summary Care Records (electronic health records). 
 These will be available for everyone in Oxfordshire from late 

Spring 2012 as part of the national scheme, and we need to raise 
awareness of the benefits this could bring to patient care, in 
emergency situations especially, or out-of-hours, as well as 
informing people of the decision each individual needs to make.

Anyone aged 15 3/4yrs and over will have to decide whether 
they want a Summary Care Record in April 2012, and will receive 
a freepost mailing that enables them to opt-out of this if they 
prefer. We need to reach as many people as possible to make 
them aware of the change in health records. 

There will be two records created. A summary care record (a  
national record), containing 3 pieces of information only (current 
medication, allergies and adverse reactions), this record will be 
viewable on a national scale, so if a patient had an accident 
anywhere in England the clinician treating that patient will be able 
to view their summary care record with the patient’s consent. 

The second record is a local record called the Oxfordshire care 
summary. This will be a summary of your health record and will 
only be able to be viewed locally in the Oxfordshire area. 

Both records are designed to give better, faster and more 
efficient care in an emergency situation whether a patient is in a 
local location or elsewhere else, and patients can feel safe in the 
knowledge that wherever they may need medical care their record 
will be visible.    For more info, please see :-  http://www. 
oxfordshirepct.nhs.uk/gp-services/healthrecords/default.aspx 
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Telephone 01235 848074 
Email info@theappleford.co.uk

Recently refurbished, our freehouse offers real cask ales 
and a great seasonal British menu from local sources. 
Closed Mondays but open Sundays 12-5 pm and  

Tuesday to Saturday from 12-3:30pm & 6-11:30pm. 
Food weekdays:12-2:30pm, 6:30-9:30pm; Sundays 12-4pm 

Main Road, Appleford, OX14 4PD 
 

PIANO TUITION
SALLY ANNE MOTT 

DipABRSM, LRSM, BMus 
Excellent piano tuition in your own home 

Please telephone 
01235 539195 

Or 
07835 631315 

for more information 

Tranquil Beauty 
Professional Beauty Therapy in a Relaxing Environment 

Sara Warwick VTCT 
07966 844409 

*Now doing Fake Bake Spray Tan* 
Bio Sculpture Gel Nails - Manicures - Pedicures 
Facials – Waxing – Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting 

Massage (Swedish Body, Indian Head, Hot Stone) 
Gift Vouchers Available 

 

NAG – Speed & Dog Awareness 
Our Neighbourhood Action Group has been busy working on 

ways to raise the issue of Speeding and Speeding awareness 
throughout the local villages. You may already have seen a 
number of notices sponsored by OCC appearing in the village. 

Primary schools are being encouraged to engage young children 
in designing notices via a competition, also by writing to the 
Chronicle re speeding and why it makes them feel unsafe. 

The NAG together with Thames Valley Police have asked us to 
publish the following safe driving reminders:- 

 1. Keep your number plates clean;  2. Check your lights are 
working before you set off;     3. Carry a blanket in the back of 
your car;   4. Remember more than half the people caught 
speeding in our villages come from the villages! 

For those who are not part of a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme 
but who would like to be updated on problems/issues in their area 
- current information is now available on the Thames Valley 
Police website.                                       Richard Webber 

PS   & finally, news for all dog lovers. There is a new scheme to 
make the search for lost dogs more efficient.  Dog lovers should 
consider joining the scheme at  Dogwatchalert.com 
 

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES 
Stephen R. Matthews 
16 Frilsham Street,Sutton Courtenay 
Oxfordshire OX14 4AZ 

Tel: 01235 848163  
Mobile: 07796 532356 
All kinds of work undertaken, including: 

• garden clearance and restoration 
• fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning 
• hedge cutting, rockeries, turfing 
• fencing and landscaping. 

THAMES VALLEY FARMERS MARKETS – Fresh, 
Quality produce, Locally produced, at a  Competitive price 

(Buy directly from the producer) 
MARCH  Dates

Abingdon (3rd Friday) –  16th   Didcot (2nd Sat) -  10th         
Newbury (1st & 3rd Sundays)  –  4 th  /  18th 

TVFM news - ring 01235 227266 - website Tvfm.org.uk 
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NOTICE BOARD  
 
GARD AGM
GARD (Group Against Reservoir Development) AGM will be 

held at Stocks Lane Farm, Steventon on Monday 12 March at 
7pm.  For info, please call  (01235) 832077. 

 Nick Thompson   (Hon Chairman  GARD)  
 

Get Fit • Calorie Burning Fun Moves • Great Music 

Tuesdays 
5.45 - 6.45pm 

kellyhudson@  
live.co.uk 

 

Sundays 
7.30 – 8.30pm 

gemmapearce@  
hotmail.com 

 

Drayton Village Hall • Ages 16 + • £5 per class 
 

FIRST TUESDAY CONNECTIONS
Are you feeling lonely, isolated or in need of some friendly 

company? Why  not come along to our monthly tea and chat 
afternoons.  They are held on the first Tuesday of the month in 
St Peter's Church Room from 3.00 pm to 4:30 pm and you are 
invited to drop in during these times.   

The teapot is always at  the ready and you can be sure of a 
warm welcome.  Our next two dates are March 6th, and April 
3rd.  If you need transport or further information  please give 
me (Jean Hager) a call on 531558. 

 

KOGELS of Abingdon 
HOME EXTENSION SPECIALISTS 

72 Steventon Road 
 Drayton 

Tel/Fax: Abingdon (01235) 531200 Nr Abingdon 
Email:    l.kogel@virgin.net Oxon. OX14 4LD 

 

Drayton Post Office 
Mon - Fri 9 - 5.30    Sat 9 – 12.30 

& CONVENIENCE STORE 
Open All Week 8 am – 10 pm 

9, The Green, Drayton, OX14 4JA 
01235 531359 

FOUND   -   IN DRAYTON HALL
Ann Webb has a nice gent’s watch, discovered in the 

cloakroom one Thursday, late last year, STILL UNCLAIMED. 
Have YOU lost such a watch, or do you know someone who 

did?       Give Ann a call (531418) and mention a few details of 
said watch, and it can be returned. 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Monday 2nd April, Village Hall, 7pm. Every year it is the 

responsibility of the Parish Council (PC) to arrange the Annual 
Parish Meeting  at which the PC reports on the previous year's 
work. It is also customary that Village Societies use this 
opportunity to advise on their achievements.

At this year's meeting the PC will be explaining why it 
would like residents to complete the Housing Needs Survey 
(20p to be given to Help for Heroes for every form returned) 
and how this fits into the community planning for the future 
development of the village.  

Light refreshments will be in the capable hands of the 
Damascus Project.   

The PC hopes there will be a high attendance from people 
interested in the future of the village.  Daniel Scharf (Chair) 

YOUR LOCAL COUNCIL CONTACTS :-  
Parish (Clerk)      David Perrow (draytonclerk@yahoo.co.uk

OR phone  07909 176 061) 
District (VofWH) Richard Webber (534001); 
& Oxfordshire County      Mike & Marilyn Badcock  (201810). 

LISTINGS Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock :-  

Paintings -  County Collection (to June 3rd) A
selection of the County Council’s permanent collection, + the 
Story of Oxfordshire, Children & War, and the Dinosaur 
Garden!  (Museum 10-5, 2-5 Suns, closed Mons) 

 
Tea Dances Northcroft Leisure Centre (Dance Studio), 

Newbury;   Fridays  2 to 4pm  £2  for info call 01635 31199 
 
Nearly New Sale Sat March 24th  10 - 11.15am  Old Mill 

Hall, School Lane, Grove;  Children's Clothes, Toys, Nursery 
Equipment, Maternity Wear (run by Wantage NCT). 

 
& Sutton Courtenay Church All Saints Singers 

present Rossini’s Petite Messe Solenelle, Sun Mar 25th, 
7.30pm,  for tickets (£10) for this much-praised ensemble,  
The Bookshop, Abingdon, or call (01235) 848205. 

 

THOMAS & JARVIS 
BUILDERS 

EST 1962 
01235 531334 
07885 308334 

email: thomasandjarvis@hotmail.co.uk 
EXTENSIONS RENOVATIONS MAINTENANCE 
DECORATING DRIVEWAYS PATIOS FENCING 

THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 
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DIARY FOR MARCH 
All events held in Drayton Hall unless otherwise stated

To  book  Drayton  Hall  ring 531418 To  call the Hall  ring 528686 
Sat  3  Private Booking 
Sun 4  Spirit of Destiny Psychic Readings 
Mon 5 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting (p9) Caudwell DC 
Sat  10  Private Booking 
Sun 11  Private Function 
Fri 16  Chronicle Ads Deadline (see p2)  
Mon 19 5.15pm CHRONICLE DEADLINE Vickery’s 
Sat 24  Sequence Dance (all day) 
Mon 26  Bowls (all day) 

HAVE YOU TRIED OUR FREE RANGE EGGS?
SUTTON COURTEN AY 

MIL TON  

DRAYTON 

STEVENTON  

BROOK FARM 

Brook Farm, Milton Road 

OPENING HOURS 
Mon to Sat - 9.00am to 1.00pm   Except Friday 9.00am to 6.00pm 

 
FREE RANGE EGGS,  & POTATOES (if available) 

Gym And Fitness Studio

We are a small, friendly team with high standards 
Committed to treating YOU as an Individual 
Tailoring a programme for YOUR NEEDS 

Well-equipped gym • Power Plate® • Pilates Matwork 
• Yoga • Zumba • Natural Beauty Rooms 

 

Millbrook House, High Street, Milton, Abingdon OX14 4EL   
01235 863440 

www.totalbodyconditioning.co.uk 
 

Specialist employment law services  
for businesses and individuals 

Contracts, Compromise agreements, Dismissals, 
Discrimination, Employment Tribunals, Redundancy 
Recommended by Chambers and The Legal 500 

Member of the Employment Lawyers Network 
Call Jill Kelly 01235 861919 

www.employmentlawplus.com 

Printed by  DATAPRINT, 11a West Way, Botley.

REGULARLY OCCURRING EVENTS 
Weekly in Drayton Hall unless stated otherwise 

MONDAYS  
9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 

10.30 am Pilates 
2.00 pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours)  
5.45 pm Beavers  (Boys / girls, 6–8 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon  Hall 
6.30 pm Youth Zone (to 7.30 except Bank Hols) 
6.30 pm Table Tennis (New Players) School 
7.00 pm Scouts  (Boys / girls, 8-10 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon  Hall 
7.15 pm Drayton Wives Whist (3rd Monday)  Caudwell DC 
7.30 pm  Parish Council (1st Monday) Caudwell DC 
7.30 pm Table Tennis (Senior practice + playing 2 hrs) School 
7.45 pm Bell-ringing (for 1½ hours) St Peter’s  
7.45 pm Drayton Drop-In (to 8.45, except Bank Hols)  
8.30 pm Badminton (Private Group) 

TUESDAYS 
9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 
1.45 pm  Drayton Art Group (until 4 pm) Caudwell Day Centre 
3.00 pm First Tuesday Connections (1st Tuesday) Church Room 
3.00 pm  Junior Netball (for 1 hour) School 
5.45 pm Zumba Fitness 
6.00 pm  Ladies’ Netball (for 1 hour) School 
7.00 pm Pilates 
7.30 pm League Table Tennis (now every night to Fri) School 

WEDNESDAYS 
9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 

11.00 am  Mobile Library (Fortnightly, for 20 min) Haywards Rd 
11.20 am  Mobile Library  (Fortnightly, for 20 min) The Green Car Pk 
2.00 pm  Whist – now each week Caudwell Day Centre 
2.00 pm  Drayton Wives (Last Wednesday in the month) 
2.15 pm  Badminton 
6.15 pm  Brownies  
6.15 pm Cubs  (Boys / girls, 8–9 yrs , Tel. 512834) Steventon  Hall 
7.00 pm Junior Table Tennis, Age 9+  (for 1 hour) School 
7.00 pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours) 
7.30 pm  Bingo Session Caudwell Day Centre 

THURSDAYS 
9.00 am Foot Clinic (1st Thurs) Caudwell Day Centre 
9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 
9.30 am Holy Communion St Peter’s Lady Chapel 
9.30 am  Parent & Toddler Group (NB  Term-time ONLY) 

11.00 am Weightwatchers  Lounge Bar 
2.00 pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours) 
7.30 pm  Women’s Institute Meeting (2nd Thurs) Caudwell DC 
7.30 pm  Sequence Dancing.  Tel: 531701 

FRIDAYS 
9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     Sch’l Ground Bldg 

11.00 am The Friday Club (fortnightly) 202466 CaudwellDay Centre 
7.00 pm Whist Drive (ACHLoFriends)  Caudwell Day Centre 

SUNDAYS  
8.00 am  Holy Communion  St Peter’s 

10.00 am  Sung Eucharist (Family Service 2nd Sunday) St Peter’s 
11.15 am  Family Time (1st Sun) Baptist Church 

6.00 pm  Evening Service Baptist Church 
7.30 pm Zumba Fitness 

fabulous tearoom at 
newington nurseries 

gorgeous food, great environment 
 

newington  nr stadhampton  ox10 7aw 
www.juicy-juicy.net 

01865 400533 
closed on Mondays except bank holidays 
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