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PLAN AREA CONSULTATION 
Scott Riley 

Drayton Parish Council has submitted a request to develop a 
neighbourhood plan in Drayton.  A neighbourhood plan is a way 
that the parish council and the community it represents can play a 
key role in shaping the way Drayton develops and grows in the 
future.  It is a new tool created by government to help empower 
local communities in the planning process. 

The first formal stage of the neighbourhood planning procedure, 
once an application has been submitted to undertake one, is that 
the local planning authority, here the Vale of White Horse District 
Council, must carry out a consultation to see if the neighbourhood 
planning area that the parish council want to use for the 
neighbourhood plan is appropriate.  The area that the parish 
council has submitted 
follows the parish 
boundary for Drayton. 

We are therefore 
conducting a six week 
consultation, seeking 
views on whether or 
not the area chosen for 
the Neighbourhood 
Plan for Drayton is 
suitable.  You can obtain further information by visiting  
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplans.    

The consultation runs from 17 October – 28 November 2012.  
Anyone with comments on the proposal can send them through to 
planning.policy@whitehorsedc.gov.uk  

Editor’s Note: The existing Parish Boundary, chosen by the 
Parish Council to define the area covered by the neighbourhood 
plan, is the dark, convoluted line on the map above. 

 

ST PETER’S CHURCH 
ALL SOULS SERVICE  

Sunday 4th November at 3pm  
A time to remember loved ones who are no longer 
with us and light a candle in remembrance of them.  

If you would like a loved one’s name to be read out  
during this service, contact Rebecca via  

e-mail  rev.stpetersdrayton@gmail.com  
or phone 01235 531374 

 
 

Candlelight Carol Service 
                                  Drayton Hall at 7.30pm 
                             Sunday 2nd December 
           Music by Abingdon Town Band,  
     With Wallingford Hand Bell Ringers, 
             and Drayton Primary School Singers 
        Free mince pies, tea and coffee 
 Come and join us! 
 

Free admission      Collection for Action for Children 
 

 

DRAYTON 2020 UPDATE 
Richard Williams 

Following the successful launch at the Village Hall Curry night 
in September, Drayton 2020 is now properly up and running with 
a Steering Group of 8 volunteers. The Group includes 2 members 
of the Parish Council and 2 members of the Drayton Community 
Trust (a local body which was responsible for the creation of the 
Millennium Green, and is also a registered charity). Those who 
were able to attend the launch evening will recall that, amongst 
other activities, four tables were set up on the village hall floor, 
each displaying a large map of the village, and each representing 
one of four main themes: 

 Look and Feel (covering all aspects of the appearance of the 
village) 

 Transport  (traffic management, bus routes, cycle routes etc) 
 Work and Play (employment opportunities and recreation 

facilities) 
Sustainability (Including the additional resources that new 

development might need, 
e.g. more school places, and 
how to make the village 
more self sufficient and less 
just another suburb of 
Abingdon). 

Continued on page 11  
 

Take your last look! 

Will Didcot A (the large boiler house, the tall chimney and the 
six big cooling towers) really vanish in the next few years?  Can 
we sustain our electricity supplies without coal-fired stations like 
it? See Ed Vaizey’s contribution on page 13.   Photograph, taken 
from Drayton, courtesy of Geoff Caudle - in a hot-air balloon. 

 

Drayton Quiz 
FRIDAY 9th NOVEMBER 

7 PM FOR 7.30 
DRAYTON HALL 
TABLES OF FOUR - £5.00 PER HEAD  

INCLUDING A PLOUGHMAN’S SUPPER. 

TO BOOK PLEASE RING SYLVIA BOND 
ON 01235 531627 

 
 

RACE NIGHT 
DRAYTON CP SCHOOL 

FRIDAY 30TH NOVEMBER 2012 
FIRST RACE 7.30PM 

To buy a horse or sponsor a race 
please contact 

fodsa@hotmail.co.uk 
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CHRONICLE INFORMATION 
The next Chronicle will be the December issue:  

Editor: Tony Holmes, 53 Whitehorns Way (531180). 
Distributor: Helen Brasington, 1 Cheers Farm (534045),  

Deadline for advertisements: 17.00 on Friday, 16 November 2012 
Deadline for other contributions: 17.00 on Monday, 19 Nov 2012 
Printed copies available: Friday, 30 November 2012 

Key dates for the subsequent three Chronicles: 
 

Issue for Deadline for contributions: 
17.00 on Monday: 

Printed Chronicles 
available on: 

Jan/Feb 14 January 2013 25 January 2013 

March 11 February 2013 22 February 2013 

April 18 March 2013 29 March 2013 
 

NOTES for CONTRIBUTORS 
Contributions to and advertisements in the Chronicle are most 

welcome. Please be sure always to include your name, address and 
(in case clarification is necessary) telephone number.  Without names 
we will usually not print an item at all. 

However, please also note that the editor has to ensure that each 
Chronicle fits exactly into an even number of printed pages. The 
editor therefore reserves the right to place, edit, shorten or even reject 
contributions as required to achieve this.   

A contribution or advertising request can be sent to us in one of 
three ways: 

1.  The best is by email to editor@draytonchronicle.net.  Your 
contributions should either be embedded in your email as plain text or 
attached as a rich-text or Microsoft Word document!   

Requests for advertisements should not be emailed to the editor but 
to advertising@draytonchronicle.net.  Please note that they 
eventually need to be in Word format, 9cms wide and, for a single 
block advert, about 4.5cms high 

Please head your email and label any attachments with a name 
distinctive to you, not just ‘Chronicle’.  Also, make sure the editor or 
advertising manager acknowledges your email within a few days.  

2.  If you cannot send your contribution by email, send us a good 
quality paper version, using fairly large, simple black typescript, 
without underlining on white paper, A4 or smaller.  

3.  Finally, we do accept hand–written items.  However, in this 
case please write the names of people and places in capital letters. 
This does save a lot of mistakes.  

Paper contributions should either be placed in the Chronicle letter 
box (outside Vickery’s shop on Drayton Green) or posted to Vickery’s 
at 5 The Green, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JA.  

After the deadlines listed at the top of this page, only urgent items 
will be considered for inclusion and then only if emailed or delivered 
directly to the Editor’s house by the Wednesday following the 
Monday deadline.  

ADVERTISING RATES 
Charge for a single Block Advert (about 9cms x 4.5cms) 

           - - - - Number of Inserts - - - - 
 Advertiser Category:  1 3 6 12 
 Drayton Resident £5.00 £14.00 £25.50 £48.00  
 Non-Drayton Resident £6.00 £17.00  £31.50 £60.00  

Double-size adverts are charged at twice the above rates. 

 All advertising MUST be paid for up-front, either in cash 
or via a cheque made payable to ‘The Drayton Chronicle’ 
and placed in the box at or sent to Vickery’s. 

  If you wish to discuss your requirements please phone 
Stephen Fearnley, the Chronicle’s Advertising Manager, on 
531347 or email him at advertising@draytonchronicle.net. 

 

CHRONICLE LOTTERY 
Jean Barton, Hon Promoter 

 

RESULTS OF THE OCTOBER LOTTERY 

Prize Ticket Winner Agent 

£25 1260 Mrs Atherton, 37 Steventon  Road Jackie Walker 

£20 1933 Brian Dore, 15 Lyford Close Pauline Roberts 

£15 482 Ms Yeates, 28 Sutton Wick Lane Keith Clough 

£10 1395 Val  Cross, 32 Binning Close Cathy Norris 

£10 1318 H Sainsbury, 41 Steventon Road Janet Dale 

£10 272 Gerald Redman,  43 High Street Gerald Redman 

£10 1080 Kevin Arrowood, 32a High Street Ali Bone 

£10 1972 Paul Manthorpe, c/o Windy Ridge Clair Soper 

£10 107 E. Harris, 97 Abingdon Rd Julie Brown 

£10 2279 Mrs Hutchings, c/o Vickery's Lawrence Vickery 

We no longer use counterfoils. Instead, winning numbers from the 
1847 tickets sold last month were generated randomly using a 

computer, as for national premium bonds and in the national lottery 
 

 

DANES/MACE STORE 
Mon-Sat 5am-8pm  -  Sun 6am-7pm 

FOR ALL YOUR PAPERS 

AND  MAGAZINES, 

GROCERIES, FROZEN FOODS, 

CARDS, OFF LICENCE  and 

SAVOURY  SNACKS. 

LINK CASH MACHINE AVAILABLE 

LOTTERY TICKETS 
In Store Bakery and 

Freshly cut sandwiches 
MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

TEL:  01235 554813 
Fax No:  01235 531217 

 
 

HAVE YOU TRIED OUR FREE RANGE EGGS? 

 
Mon to Sat - 9.00am to 1.00pm   Except Friday 9.00am to 6.00pm 

FREE RANGE EGGS,  & POTATOES (if available) 
 

 

DISCLAIMER:  This Journal is published in good faith and 
great care is taken in its compilation. The organisers of the 
DRAYTON CHRONICLE, and its Agents, therefore accept no 
responsibility for OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for the validity of 
any ADVERTISEMENT, nor for any EFFECTS ARISING 
WHATSOEVER from the publication. 
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YOUR LETTERS 
 

Dear Editor 
I’m still looking for someone to help with Village Hall bookings 

with a view to taking the job on. It is very worthwhile and 
rewarding but I have now developed arthritis in both knees and life 
is getting more difficult at the moment.  

So help would be greatly appreciated.  
 Ann Webb 
Dear Editor 
One of our Brownies found a small backpack in the recreation 

ground on a Wednesday night a couple of weeks ago, with a rather 
adorable elephant (toy) in it!  

If one of your readers’ children has lost these and would like to 
contact me on 01235 555216 they can be reunited! 

 Annette Mitchell 
Dear Editor, 
May I thank the generous people of Drayton for buying quizzes 

and giving donations to PACE of £262.00 Also £21.00 was 
collected by the paper shop. 

Thank you everybody, for your wonderful support. 
 Judy and Derek Henman 
Dear Editor 
I would like, through The Drayton Chronicle, to thank everyone 

who came and supported me on Saturday 29th September at my 
house for the ‘Macmillian Cancer Support World’s Biggest Coffee 
Morning’. Thanks to all those people who visited to either enjoy a 
cuppa, cake and a natter, or simply donated money. I raised a total 
of £150.10, which I am sure you will agree is a fantastic sum of 
money. 

So thanks again to you all. 
Yours sincerely  Annette Mitchell 
 

Dear Editor 
I am the local fundraising development manager for the NSPCC. 

The NSPCC are currently supporting over 2000 children a year in 
Oxfordshire.  I am looking to interest local people in forming new 
NSPCC Support Groups to help with promoting NSPCC messages 
at a local level and raising much needed funds to continue 
providing NSPCC services in Oxfordshire.  

For more information about the NSPCC or to discuss 
opportunities for  local support groups in your area, contact 
Amanda Howard, Fundraising Development Manager via email at 
amanda.howard@nspcc.org.uk or calling 01608 678967 

Many thanks  Amanda Howard 
 another letter   

 

THE WHEATSHEAF 
 

 Austin & Geraldine 
welcome you: to enjoy 

 

Traditional Home Cooked Food,  
Fine Wines and  Beers 

In Friendly Comfortable Surroundings. 
 

Take away Fish & Chips:  
served Mon - Sat until 8pm 

 

Delicious Home Cooked Roast Lunch:  
Sunday 12- 3.30 pm  

Senior Citizens Lunchtime Menu  
Tuesday to Friday £6.50 including sweet  

Bookings :- call Gel or Austin (01235 531485) 
Drayton (on the village green) 

 

fabulous tearoom at 
newington nurseries 

gorgeous food, great 
environment 

 

newington  nr stadhampton  ox10 7aw 
www.juicy-juicy.net 

01865 400533 
closed on Mondays except bank holidays 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD NEWS 
We join Christine Sadler in welcoming Indee-Rose, born 

19/9/12 to proud parents, the Tylers.  Christine says she has 10 
tiny fingers, 10 tiny toes, 2 bright eyes and a cute button nose. 

 

Creative Catering 
Westbrook Street, Blewbury 

Flexible and affordable catering for all your catering 
needs, including Weddings, Parties, Pig Roasts, Buffets, 

Funerals, Canapé Receptions and Business Lunches. 
SHORT NOTICE BOOKINGS WELCOME 

15 Years Experience 
For more information or menus please phone 

01235 850342 or 07743368373 
sheilaaustin@btinternet.com 

 
  Dear Editor 
Rural Housing Trust Limited has a shared-ownership property 

for sale in Longfields, Marcham. It is a two bedroom house and a 
70% share is for sale for £147,000 (the full 100% value is 
£210,000).  

This shared-ownership scheme was developed in partnership 
with Marcham Parish Council and Vale of White Horse District 
Council, with the aim of providing affordable housing to enable 
local people to remain in the area where their roots lie. If anyone 
in Drayton is interested they should contact me on 01462 742099 
or email liz.fitzsimmons@ruralhousing.org.uk, asking for an 
application pack which must be returned by Wednesday 7th 
November 2012. 

 Liz Fitzsimmons 
 
 

Telephone 01235 848074 
Email info@theappleford.co.uk 

Main Road, Appleford, OX14 4PD 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great pub food, cask ales, large garden, a warm welcome.  

20% off your food bill with this advert. (not with other offers) 
Early Dinner Offer – 2 bar meals for £12 if ordered before 6.30. 
Over 60s – Wednesday lunchtime offer, 2 courses for £5.95. 

Closed Mondays but open Sundays 12-4 pm   (food 12 to 3pm). 
Tuesday to Saturday from 12-2:30 & 5:30-11pm.  

(lunch 12-2pm, dinner 5:30 to 8:30pm). 

mailto:info@theappleford.co.uk
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ST PETER’S CHURCH 
Priest in Charge Rev’d Rebecca Peters…………531374 

Associate Priest Rev’d Rosie Bruce ...................... 525284 

Churchwardens Mrs Val Cross  ............................ 535183 
 Mr Colin Arnold  ......................... 531923 

Organist  Vacancy 

REGULAR SERVICES 
Sunday 8.00 am 

 
10.00 am 

  

 
 

Holy Communion (Common Worship - 
Traditional) 
Sung Eucharist (CW), except 3rd Sunday 
when there is a non-Eucharistic Praise Service 

Thurs 9.30 am  Holy Communion (CW) in Lady Chapel. 
 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 
Wed 10.30 am Pebbles (term time only)  Church Room 
Monday 7.45 pm Bell Ringing Practice Bell Tower 

CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 
Sun 4th 3.00 pm All Souls Service* 
Sun  11th 10.00 am & 6.00 pm RBL Remembrance Services  
Sat    17th 10.00 am Christmas Fair 

* If you are unable to get into church to add the names of those 
whom you wish to be remembered, there is a list at Vickery’s 

No First Tuesday Connections this month 

YOU STAY  -  WE PRAY:   NOVEMBER 
4th to 10th: High Street, Chiers Drive, Cheers Farm, Halls 

Close; 11th to 24th: Lockway,  Whitehorns Way;  25th to 1st Dec.  
Corneville Road, Crabtree Lane,  Lesparre Close. 

 

  

Home Helpers Care Ltd 
25 The Nursery Sutton Courtenay Oxon OX14 4UA 

Tel: 01235 848822 Fax 01235 848688 
(Established since 1993) 

Providing Services in the South & Vale to:  
Private Customers / Direct Payment Customers / Social Services 

Funded Customers / Independent Living Customers. 
Comprehensive Range of Care Services Including Palliative Care 

Day & Night Sitters: Meals: At home laundry 
Shopping / Collecting Pensions / Paying Bills / Light Domestic Tasks 

Call the team for further information 01235 848822  
 

 
 
 

Tonks Brothers  
Funeral Directors 

158 Ock Street, Abingdon, 
 Oxon, OX14 5DL 

Telephone: 01235 – 539444 
 24 Hour personal service 
 Dedicated chapel of rest 
 Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 Memorials Supplied 

Golden Charter 
Funeral Plans 

 

 

LETTER FROM REV. REBECCA PETERS 
Dear Friends, 
On the news I heard that David 

Cameron is going to fund trips for 
secondary school children to see the 
World War cemetery in France. He said 
that he wanted people to remember the 
sacrifice and cost of life of so many 
people in this country for freedom.  

Remembering those we have lost and 
loved is really important even though it 
can be really difficult. The way we 
remember them often leads us to living 
life differently, some focus very much on the past to the detriment 
of living in the present. Others glorify the person so much they 
become a saint and those rose-tinted glasses make their loss even 
more difficult to bear. Others try to bury the sense of pain and loss, 
not wanting to deal with the situation. However, there is a way of 
remembering the person with a sense of thanksgiving; a 
thankfulness for all that was, a coming to terms with the present 
situation and a way of looking forward to live our lives in a 
positive way.  

Remembrance is key to the Christian faith. Each time we share 
communion we are remembering the death of Jesus and are giving 
thanks that he loved us so much that he died for us. Knowing that 
we are secure in the love of Christ, means that no matter what we 
may face, we have reason to give thanks and have a secure 
foundation on which to continue living our lives. So however you 
may be feeling at this time know that the love of Christ is there for 
you, all you need to do is ask him for his help. 

St Peter’s has a memorial service Sunday 3pm 4th November, if 
you would like the name of a loved one to be remembered then 
please do pop into Vickery’s store and put their name on the list, 
or email rev.stpetersdrayton@gmail.com.  During the service we 
read out the names and remember our loved ones by lighting a 
candle. 

Our Remembrance Day Services, on 11th November, are 10am 
and 6pm (with the Royal British Legion), all welcome.  

God Bless,  Rebecca 
 

 
 

 
 

Veterinary Surgery at Uptown Farm 
94a High Street, Sutton Courtenay 

Consultations by Appointment 
A dedicated and caring veterinary team – 24-hr emergency cover - 
Ample parking. A branch of our Small Animal Clinic with Hospital 

Facilities at 111–113 Park Road, Didcot, OX11 8QT 

Please ring 01235 814991 
www.larkmead.co.uk 

 

 
 

Hamel’s Memorials 
Memorial Masons / Stone Masons 

* Free Inscriptions on all New 
Memorials purchased.* 

Cleaning, Renovation, Re Fixing & Re levelling, 
Additional Inscriptions, Free Brochure. 

Visit us at Richs Sidings, Didcot, 

 Tel 01235 812222 
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Sabina' s 

BAPTIST CHURCH 
Church Secretary:  Mrs Jayne Henderson………..Tel. 522161 

REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICES 
        11.15 am    Presently only one morning service per month. 

A Family service on the first Sunday 
          6.00 pm   Evening Service. Traditional format. 

EVERYONE IS MOST WELCOME 
 

                         
 

FIRST TUESDAY CONNECTIONS  Jean Hager 
Are you feeling lonely, isolated or in need of some friendly 

company? Why not come along to our monthly tea and chat 
afternoons. The teapot is always at the ready and you can be sure 
of a warm welcome.  

We usually meet on the first Tuesday of the month in St Peter's 
Church Room from 3.00 pm to 4:30 pm but the next three dates 
are 30 October (instead of a November meeting), 4th December 
and 8th January (since the first Tuesday is New Year’s Day). If 
you need transport or further information please give me a call on 
531558. 

 
 
 Margaret welcomes you to 

 for your next hair appointment 

40 ABINGDON ROAD - DRAYTON - Tel. (01235) 531140 
Mondays & Tuesdays & Saturdays  

9.00am to 1.00 pm and 2.00pm to 5.00pm 
Wednesday closed all day 

Thursdays and Fridays  
9.00am to 1.00 pm and 2.00pm to 6.00pm 

Men now welcome at any time - so why not call in? 
Special rates for Pensioners and Free Car Parking 

 

 Suzy Willis & Associates 
 

MCSP  HPC 
 

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPISTS 
 

Old Lodge, Henleys Lane 
 

Drayton, OX14 4HU 
Tel   01235 531269 

Please ring for an appointment 
 
 

 

Professional Beauty 
Therapy in a Relaxing 

Environment 

Sara Warwick VTCT 
07966 844409 

* Bio Sculpture Gel Nails * 
Massage (Swedish Body, Indian Head, Hot Stone) 

Fake Bake Spray Tan - Manicures - Pedicures 
Facials – Waxing – Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting 

Gift Vouchers Available 
 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION Paul Francis 
Whether or not you follow the news avidly, it cannot escape 

your attention that British servicemen and women are still very 
much in action in many theatres of war across the world. The need 
for your support continues, and increases, and this is best 
channelled through organisations such as the Royal British Legion. 
The Legion provides assistance not just for those service personnel 
who are injured but also to their families.   
Remembrance Sunday 

We will remember those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice in 
the service of their country at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 
11th month once again this year and I would ask you to take time 
out to reflect on the tragedy of warfare and to be thankful that 
because of them we can live freely. Two minutes once a year is 
not a lot to give up – particularly when so many have given their 
lives for us. 
Membership 

If you are not already a member, I would encourage you to join 
the Royal British Legion now and show your support for our 
armed forces. Joining is easy – just contact me (see below) and I 
will get the membership details to you. 
Annual Branch Dinner 

We are holding the annual branch dinner this year at The Fox, 
Steventon. This is taking place on Friday 23rd November 
(7.30p.m. for 8.00p.m.) The cost of the meal will be £20 per 
person and judging by last year’s experience there it will be a 
superb and enjoyable event. Full details, and tickets, can be 
obtained from Pat Bucklan (tel. 07778 039967), myself (Email: 
francisoxo@aol.com or tel: 01235 848215), or any Committee 
member.  

 

JANET LYNN FOOTCARE 
Mobile Footcare services including nail trimming, treatment of 

corns, calluses, fungal nails & more in the comfort of your own home.  
Also available:- Paraffin Wax treatment, and Pedicures & Manicures 

 
Day, Evening and Weekend appointments available 

Janet Lynn   MCFHP  MAFHP 

 Tel :  07714 568115   www.janetlynnfootcare.com 

Fully Insured, and with a clear CRB check 

 
 

The Beauty Spot 
12 High Street Steventon 

OX13 6RS 
01235 833277 

Email: gemma@thebeautyspot.info  
www.thebeautyspot.info 

OPI Manicures & Pedicures…Massage… 
Lava Shell Massage…Bio Detox…Waxing… 

Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting… 
Dermalogica Facial & Body Treatments 

Sienna X Spray Tan 

*Monthly Special Offers…Evening appointments* 
Gift Vouchers available. 
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Are you scared of your computer? 
With lessons in your own home & at your own 
pace, you can master email, internet, photos, 
music, documents and more. And I can help you 
set up your computer too. 
You’ll soon learn to love your computer! 

Call Meryl on 07794 656607        
meryl.tutor@live.co.uk 

 Your Computer Tutor 

 

 
 
 
 
 

PENSIONS & INVESTMENT 

PENSIONS & INVESTMENT SPECIALISTS 
PERFECTING THE ART OF INDEPENDENT 
FINANCIAL ADVICE TO THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 

Suite C ° The Courtyard ° Lombard Street 
Abingdon ° Oxon ° OX14 5FG 

Tel:(01235) 522003 ° Fax:(01235) 527291 
enquiries@tacfs.co.uk 

Clients love our service standards. 
See what they say about us by visiting our web site: 

www.tacfs.co.uk 
Thomas & Co Financial Services is authorised and  

regulated by the Financial Services Authority. 
 
 

Learn to Drive with your Local Instructor 
Fast friendly patient tuition 
Door to door home or work 

Evening and weekend appointments available 
Discount on pre-paid block booking 

 

PHILIP PULLEN 07733 360230 
email:phil.pullen@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

JEFF’S DRIVING SCHOOL 

COMPETITIVE RATES 

CONTACT : JEFF COX 

01235 – 202353 
07866 – 903400 

JC_OX14@YAHOO.CO.UK 
 

ALL AROUND 
DRAYTON SCHOOL  Ana Gurl 

All the school children enjoyed yet another excellent visit from 
travelling theatre group M&M productions.  This time they put on 
‘Beauty and the Beast’. Our Year 6 children learnt a lot of useful 
information about resuscitation and first aid during an IMPS 
(Injury Minimization Programme for Schools) visit to Abingdon 
Hospital Minor Injuries Unit. 

• Robins Class (Reception) with Ms Spencer 
Robins Class topic is ‘All about me!’ The children are learning 

all about themselves and each other.  They are learning about 
babies and what they need to grow, and thinking about things they 
can do now that they couldn’t do when they were babies. 

• Puffins Class (Year 1) with Miss Bowerman 
Puffins are continuing with their topic which is ‘Is it a bird? Is it 

a plane?... No it’s Superpuffin! 
• Ravens (Year 2) with Mrs Raven 

The Ravens topic is Huff & Puff - They have now decorated 
their three giant cardboard houses and are making a collage wall 
display.  They have been thinking about homes, what would be 
silly and sensible building materials for a house, and looking at 
our own homes and thinking about how modern ones compare to 
Victorian ones. 

• Red Kites ( Year 3) Mr Collett 
So far children in Red Kites this term have become experts on a 

range of predatory animals. Adorning the walls in the classroom 
are their information posters about: Jaguars, Lions, Tigers, Killer 
Whales, King Cobras and Grey Wolves. They have also spent time 
looking at these animals’ range of teeth and how they are similar 
and different to humans. They are very excited about the trip to the 
London Natural History Museum where they hope to see the 
skeletons and teeth of these animals up close! 

• Kingfishers (Year 4 & 5) Mrs Middleton and Mrs Kent 
Kingfishers topic is still the adventurer Bear Grylls and as part 

of this they have enjoyed orienteering. The last one was against 
the clock and was hard. It was a star exercise, where the children 
ran from a central point to a series of markers. On the back of each 
marker was a letter. The children collected each letter and then 
unscrambled them to make the word 'survivor'.  
In science the children have carried out an investigation to see 
which pair could keep hot water warmest for longest. The three 
winning pairs had used lots of layers of different materials to keep 
their water warm.  This then lead on to thinking about how this 
could help Bear Grylls stay warm on some of his very cold 
expeditions. 

• Eagles (Year 5 & 6) Mrs Duffy 
Eagles are currently studying World War Two and are 

busy showing off their creativity with some fantastic displays of 
air raid shelters, war poetry, postcards and propaganda posters. 

As the oldest class in school, Eagles are developing their 
position as role models of good behaviour, consideration and as 
independent thinkers. 

• FODSA (Friends of Drayton School Association)   
FODSA organise fundraising events throughout the year the 

proceeds from which benefit all our children.  We are always open 
to new ideas! 

Cake Sale - will be on Friday 16th November – proceeds go to 
our youngest children in Robins class. 

Race Night – will be on Friday 30th November in Drayton 
School Hall.  First race at 7.30pm.  Anyone who would like to 
sponsor a race or buy a horse please e-mail fodsa@hotmail.co.uk   
First come first served! 

Our Christmas Fayre - will be on Saturday 8th December 
between 1-3pm.  Come and join us for some festive fun where 
there will be lots of stalls, games, tombola and maybe a special 
visitor! 

  

mailto:fodsa@hotmail.co.uk
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YOUTH ZONE  Naomi Broomfield 
Unfortunately we have had no new volunteers to help with the 

running of the group and therefore, unless some have come 
forward following the plea to parents of year 6 at Drayton School, 
our last session will have to be the 19th November. This is a real 
shame as the new year-6 pupils seem to be enjoying their time in 
the group. A huge thanks to Gina Edge who is almost running the 
group single handed and to the young leaders from Damascus who 
offer fantastic peer support. Obviously, to keep the young people 
and the volunteers safe we need to have more adult volunteers so 
if you can help please, please contact either Gina on 07778223563 
or Naomi on 532248 for more information.  

Youth Zone currently runs every other Monday 6pm till 7.30pm 
at Drayton Village Hall; £1 per week, first week free.  Registration 
required on joining. 

DRAYTON 1ST BROWNIES  Annette Mitchell 
Congratulations to Amy, Neve, Lottie, Frankie and Halah who 

all took their Brownie Promise and who are now part of our 
thriving pack! 

Also we would like to say thank you to Rebecca, Charlotte, 
Neve and Gracie for finding time on a Saturday afternoon to serve 
teas and biscuits to the people visiting The Abingdon Resource 
Centre exhibition of The Down Memory Lane Project.  

We have been very busy out and about on the Millennium Green 
for our Seasons Badge, we did not let the rain spoil our adventure 
picking apples and blackberries for making baked apples to take 
home. We also planted Cowslips that were kindly donated to 
Gwen Price and we even found time to do some bark rubbing! 

On October 16th it will be World Sangam Day; this is in aid of a 
Girl Guiding Centre in India. We will be dressing up Indian style, 
tasting some Indian food and making Friendship bracelets to send 
to India to sell and raise funds to keep the centre open.  

We ended the term with making pretend fireworks and getting 
our pumpkins ready for a visit to Brown Owls house for Camp 
Fire and Sparklers!  Finally we said a sad farewell to Friendly Owl 
who has left to spend more time with her family, we wish her well 
and thank her for the time she gave us at Brownies.  

Meetings are held at Drayton Village Hall, on Wednesdays 
during school term from 6.15 – 7.45, meetings are open to all girls 
aged between 7 – 10 years old. 

Further details are available from: 
Ruth Hudson (Brown Owl) on 01235 205111 
Esther Deabill (Tawny Owl) on 01235 528502 
Annette Mitchell (Barn Owl) on 01235 555216 
 

 

Osteopathy Didcot  
Didcot Business Centre 
Market Place 
Didcot OX11 7LE 

Osteopathy Abingdon 
Saturn Fitness & Wellness 
9 Peachcroft Shopping Centre 
Lindsay Drive 
Abingdon OX14 2QA                    

01235 519700 (appointments/enquiries) 
jerryrodi@gmail.com 

www.osteopathydidcot.co.uk 
Jerry Draper-Rodi is a registered osteopath working in 
Abingdon and in Didcot. He also teaches at the British 
School of Osteopathy, London. 

Osteopathy is a pain-free therapy effective in the treatment of 
headache, neck and back pain, other joint pain, tendinitis 
and colic amongst other things and is equally suitable for 
adults, children and babies. 

 

 

 
 

Gym And Fitness Studio 
 

10 Personal Training sessions  
For just £250 

(£200 for members) 
 

We are a small, friendly team with high standards 
Committed to treating YOU as an Individual 
Tailoring a programme for YOUR NEEDS 

Well-equipped gym • Vibration Training • Pilates  
• Yoga • Personal Training • 

 

Millbrook House, High Street, Milton, Abingdon OX14 4EL 
01235 863440 

www.totalbodyconditioning.co.uk 
 
 

           
 

 

Try a class for FREE! 
 

Fun-filled award-winning music 
and movement  

classes for kids from 0-7.  Classes for babies,  
toddlers and family groups in Steventon Village Hall. 

---------------------------------- 

www.musicforlife.info 
sarah@musicforlife.info 

Call Sarah Whittle on 01235 832034 
 

 
 

Get Fit • Calorie Burning Fun Moves • Great Music 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drayton Village Hall • Ages 16 + • £5 per class 
 

 

Tuesdays 
5.45 - 6.45pm   

 

 

kellyhudson@ 
live.co.uk 

 

Sundays 
7.30 – 8.30pm   

 

 

gemmapearce@ 
hotmail.com 

 

http://www.musicforlife.info/
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CHRISTMAS FAIR 
ST PETER’S CHURCH 

SATURDAY 17th NOVEMBER 
10am to 12noon 

Homemade Produce, Mince pies,  
Gifts, Jewellery, Cards, Raffle etc. 

Refreshments – mince pies, tea and coffee, 
 in the Church Room 

 
 

SOBELL CHRISTMAS GIFT  FAIR 
At  RADLEY COLLEGE 

Saturday 24th November 10am – 5pm  
Sunday 25th November 10am – 4.30pm 
* Over 60 stalls  * Refreshments   *Unique Gift Ideas 

Come and support   
Sobell House Hospice Charity 
www.sobellhospicecharity.org.uk 

Charity number 1118646 
Entrance £5.       Concessions £2.50 

 
 

A.L.VICKERY & SON 
5, THE GREEN, DRAYTON, OX14 4JA  

01235  531497  
COOKSHOP – HOUSEWARES – DIY 

ELECTRICAL TOOLS – GARDENING 
LOCKSMITHS – KEYS CUT WHILE YOU WAIT  

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY, 9.00 to 5.30 
CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 
Park your car outside the Store 

NOW STOCKING HOOVER BAGS AND PRE-PACKED COAL 
 

The Sitting Room 
Quality British Made: 

Sofas & Chairs, Recliners, sofa-beds, Lamps, Mirrors, 
Gifts for the home, Occasional furniture,  

Custom made Curtains, Full Re-Upholstery Service 
Peter & AmandaWelcome you to our showroom at 
22 High Street, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JL 

01235 531738 - www.thesittingroom.co.uk 
Open 10-5 Mon-Sat 

 

 
 

W.  J.  TAYLOR  &  SONS 
FORGE GARAGE 

HIGH STREET, DRAYTON 
Nr. ABINGDON, OXON OX14 4JW  

SUN Tuning 
Car,  M/C  &  3-Wheeler 

M.O.T.  WHILE  YOU  WAIT  
CAR  -  Service and Repairs  

VINTAGE WEDDING CAR  HIRE  
Telephone   ABINGDON 531350 

MORE ALL AROUND 
DRAYTON WIVES  Gwen Price 

Our speaker was one of our members, Pam Bowker, whose 
subject was Protecting Homes from flood. She worked for many 
years at Hydraulics Research, Wallingford and saw many changes. 
Flood threats are increasing. We were shown some very revealing 
pictures about different kinds and causes of flooding.  We were 
shown diagrams of the many various ways certain kinds of barriers 
can act as protection. Some were more efficient than others. This 
kind of work is ongoing. It was a very interesting and relevant talk 
especially as it was pouring with rain when we went home. 
Dates for November 

Mon  5th local walk near Chilton Garden Centre 10.30 
Mon  12th  COFFEE; Irma, Pauline,Margaret Watts, Betty 
Mon  19th  WHIST: Joyce 
Wed  28th  MEETING:Bee Keeping 
  Tea Margaret Long 

W.I. Brenda Malin 
Our October meeting was fascinating. Andrew from Philosophy 

Hair Salon, Abingdon, entertained and enlightened us with the 
history of hair from the Egyptians to the Greeks and on the ‘dos 
and don’ts’ of hair care: how often do we wash our hair brushes, 
do we blow dry our just washed hair? He has attended to the 
flowing manes of royalty. His interesting and quirky chatter 
interspersed with humour also included reference to his work with 
children at the Douglas and Helen House Hospice; here silk lined 
wigs can give confidence and comfort to young sufferers. A little 
demonstration with state of the art rollers concluded his talk, a 
very interesting and thought provoking evening. 

Our November meeting will be on Thursday 8th.  The talk is 
entitled ‘Frauds and Swindles’, I don’t think it is about the 
‘Utilities’. Do come along and you may well be pleasantly 
surprised by the W.I. and our interesting speakers.  

If you cannot make Thursday 8th November do not forget to 
book your table for our Quiz on the next evening, Friday 9th 
November 7pm for 7.30pm Drayton Hall tables of four £5.00 per 
head including a ploughman’s supper. See advert elsewhere. If you 
cannot find three others to join you come along anyway, you will 
be welcome to join one of the tables. To book a table ring Sylvia 
Bond on 01235 531627. 

 

 

SP COURIER SERVICES 
‘MOVING ASSISTANCE’ 

 

House – Flat – Apartments – Office 
FURNITURE MOVED / TRANSPORTED 

Ebay COLLECTIONS - DELIVERIES 
Tel 07721 679487 & 01235 524589 

 

 

 

     Drayton Post Office 
         Mon - Fri 9 - 5.30    Sat 9 – 12.30 

& CONVENIENCE STORE 
Open All Week 8 am – 10 pm 

9, The Green, Drayton, OX14 4JA 
01235 531359 
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BOWLS CUB  Roll Up 
All 4 teams in the winter league have made a reasonable start to 

the new season.  Each team will be playing 20 matches this 
campaign, and they are all picking up points, with 'The Wasps' 
defending the afternoon triple league title they won last year. 
The latest internal competition was "The Attwood Cup", competed 
for in September, and the winner was Ian Norris, with Chris 
Bramwell second and Josie Carter third.  Congratulations to Ian, 
also thanks to Josie and June who organized the day which was 
well supported.  Also completed was 'The Doreen Jones" never-
won singles, and contesting the final on finals day December 9th, 
will be Fred Long and Chris Brawell, well done Fred and Chris. 
The 'John Berry Fours’ league is underway, with 5 teams 
competing on Mondays and the same number on Wednesdays; 
these will run until the of November. 

Plans are well advanced to celebrate 25 years of the formation of 
the club, a date for all members to make in their diary is the 19th 
of June next year.  More details in future notes. 

 

TABLE TENNIS  John Gould 
My regular readers will be aware that the Didcot Ping Pong 

League is up and running again. At the time of penning this drivel 
I haven’t yet put bat to ball due to a holiday, but by the time you 
settle down to read this the season will be several weeks old. I can 
report that all teams are doing well, except that is for the ‘C’ team 
who, in my absence, has secured a draw and a defeat so far.  Not 
so much a loss but more a thrashing at 1-9 but it was against the 
promotion favourites. Good time to be away for me don’t you 
think?   

However, using my contacts within the game (his Dad) we’ve 
secured the services of Rob Hudson to our ranks, so I’m confident 
of some improved results. The Club has three 100% performers of 
those who have played in two ties, the aforementioned David 
Hudson for the B team in Division 2, Luke Hunt – E team in 
Division 4 and Keith Jepson – H team in 5. 

You notice I refer to ‘ties’.  These are not draws so by way of 
explanation I hope you follow this thread. Teams play League 
‘Ties’. Each tie is made up of 10 ‘Matches’ consisting of 9 singles 
and 1 doubles. Each match is best of 5 ‘Games’. There; simple 
isn’t it? Oh and yes each team has 3 players with two of them 
playing the doubles. Also each game is first to 11 points unless 10 
- 10 is reached, when a player must then get two points clear to 
win the game.  Serves change every two points until the 10-10 
situation when they are alternated. All is now clear I trust?  

Now I’ve whetted your appetite for the game I hope anyone still 
reading will consider giving table tennis a try.  Social table tennis 
is available to all men, women & children (over 9) at the school 
every Monday.  From 6.30pm each Monday under 16 ‘beginners 
and improvers’ attend a coaching session and from 7.30 pm 
onwards adults and juniors mix to play ‘social’ table tennis.  

The cost is £2.50p per session. Hope to see you one Monday 
soon. 

           
 

TUESDAY LUNCHTIMES 
 

Yoga & Martial Arts  
In STEVENTON 

No Experience necessary 
 

Caroline Dendy 
07714 896033 

www.dendy.co.uk 

 
 

Bed & Breakfast 
 All rooms are en suite 

For more information 
Ring Glenn or Janet on 
01235 531457 or visit 

www.theredliondrayton.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

A J Taylor 
General Services 
 
01235 200954 or  07906 849524 
adrian.taylor6099@ntlworld.com 

• All aspects of removals and storage,  
plus house clearance welcome 
 
• All gardening jobs such as weeding, 
mowing, hedge trimming, removal of 
garden waste etc 
 
• Painting and decorating inside and out, 
including woodwork, fences and sheds. 

 
 

         
 

Evenings  - RUNNING 

Wednesday, 7:15pm in Drayton 
Tuesday, 7:15pm in Sutton Courtenay 

All levels welcome. 35-40 min run.  Gentle jog for 
beginners, intervals and building speed for 

intermediates. UK Athletics affiliated jog leader. 
Caroline Dendy  07714 896033 

www.dendy.co.uk 
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PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES 
Stephen R. Matthews 
16 Frilsham Street,Sutton Courtenay 
Oxfordshire OX14 4AZ 
Tel: 01235 848163  
Mobile: 07796 532356 
All kinds of work undertaken, including: 
• garden clearance and restoration 
• fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning 
• hedge cutting, rockeries, turfing 
• fencing and landscaping. 

 

 
 

Southey Garden Solutions 
Everyone can have a beautiful garden. 
Frustrated with your garden?   
Need it to be something it’s currently not?  

Want to do it yourself but not sure where to start? 
Garden Design and Consultancy Services 

Find out more with no commitment. 
Sara Southey                            07860 454514 

www.southey-garden-solutions.co.uk 
 
 

newington nurseries 
lovely plants and pots for the 

garden  
at unbelievable prices! 

 
newington  nr stadhampton  oxon  ox10 7aw 

www.newington-nurseries.co.uk 
01865 400533 

 
 

Just  Grass 
Weekly / Fortnightly 

Lawn  Mowing  Service 
 

Tel:  01235  553468    Mob:   07921 102100  
General Garden Maintenance   

Hedge Cutting - Tree Work  
Julian Cook. 43 Sutton Wick Lane, Drayton  

 
 

 

 
Specialist employment law services  

for businesses and individuals 
Contracts, Compromise agreements, Dismissals, 

Discrimination, Employment Tribunals, Redundancy 
Recommended by Chambers and The Legal 500 
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 

Call Jill Kelly 01235 861919 
www.employmentlawplus.com 

 

NOVEMBER GARDEN 
Anne Hendry 

November is the month of bonfires and fireworks with 
explosions of colour lighting up the night skies. For those of us 
who prefer our colour explosions without the bang, Pyracantha 
and Cotoneaster fit the bill. They’re bright and beautiful plants, 
bursting into flower in spring with a profusion of tiny pink and 
white flowers, followed by an abundance of shiny berries in 
autumn. 

The plants at first glance look similar and are in fact distantly 
related. Pyracantha is commonly known as Firethorn for obvious 
reasons. It’s viciously prickly but this adds to the plant’s 
versatility. It’s thorny habit makes it an ideal intruder deterrent for 
unwanted visitors (animals and humans alike) to the garden. Plant 
close together and within a couple of years the plants will be 
almost completely impenetrable. Cotoneaster is the gentler sister 
of Pyracantha. It’s thornless and therefore sometimes chosen over 
Pyracantha by those who want the beauty without the bite.  

They’re also ideal plants for a wildlife garden, providing dense 
cover for roosting and nesting birds, nectar for bees mid-summer 
when the pickings are slim and ample fruit for birds, particularly 
blackbirds and thrushes, in autumn. Pyracantha berries are not 
poisonous as commonly thought and despite being bitter in taste, 
they can be made into jellies. The magnificent fiery orange and 
ruby red berries are set on a backdrop of dark, evergreen, glossy 
foliage that can brighten up the gloomiest November day.  

Pyracantha ‘Navajo’ and Pyracantha ‘Orange Charmer’ are 
good choices for the garden. ‘Orange Charmer’ is an evergreen, 
bushy, arching shrub producing white flowers from April and 
large spherical orange fruits in autumn. ‘Navajo’ sports vibrant 
orange-red berries nestled against shiny green leaves and can be 
resistant to fireblight.  

Cotoneaster horizontalis has superb colour late in the year with 
deep red berries and glossy green foliage. The herringbone-
patterned stems develop into a decorative weave across the ground 
or on a wall according to how it is trained. It works well in the 
shade but the delicate pink flowers and jewel-like red berries 
really thrive in full sun. 

Both plants can be grown as hedges, as groundcover plants or 
against walls and fences to provide natural screening. They look 
equally good as freestanding shrubs when space in the garden 
permits. They’re easy to grow in sun or partial shade and are not 
too fussy about soil, often growing in dry and shady positions. 
They’re fully hardy and tolerate most weather conditions although 
they’re not appreciative of cold, easterly winds. They require little 
pruning, but if they do grow out of their space, just cut them back 
hard without fear of damaging the plant. 
 

 
 

ART STEEL WORKS 
Fabrication/Welding 

All Style of Gates 
Angle Iron Posts For Chain Link. 

Handrails & Railings.  

: 01235 819999   Mob: 0788 0980 425 
artsteelworks@aol.com 
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DRAYTON 2020 
Richard Williams 

October 2012 Update – continued from front page 
  and less just another suburb of Abingdon). 
Drayton residents were invited to write their comments on these 

four themes on post-it stickers, which they then attached to the 
relevant map. These comments have been collected and recorded, 
and will be taken into account by four Working Groups, which 
have been set up to consider the four themes and come up with 
ideas to be incorporated in Drayton’s Neighbourhood Plan.  

Each working group has on it two members of the steering 
group, one of whom will act as the convener of the working group. 
Hopefully this overlapping arrangement will ensure that 
everyone’s efforts are effectively co-ordinated. The four 
conveners, who all signed up at the launch evening, are Janet 
Manning - Look and Feel; Christine West -Transport;  Oenone 
Grant - Work and Play; and Diane Dunsdon – Sustainability. 

At present, the four working groups are small. We would like to 
expand them, and make them as representative of the village as 
possible. In particular we would welcome volunteers from the 
west (A34) side of the village and from younger age groups. If you 
would like to join one of the Working Groups, or have any views 
you wish to pass on to them, then please email 
draytontwentytwenty@gmail.com with your contact details 
(including telephone number) and the convener will be in touch to 
let you know where and when that group is meeting. 

Missing in the account so far is the subject of housing –where 
does it feature in all this? To answer, it was felt that housing was 
so important, and so much at the heart of any Neighbourhood Plan, 
that everyone would have an interest in it, and that therefore all 
four groups would consider housing in addition to their core topic. 
All the topics are in any case interconnected in many ways. As the 
Steering Group as a whole will make housing a priority, it is hoped 
that, via the working groups, anyone who is interested can have an 
input on housing, but that the Steering Group can provide the 
impetus to get this aspect of the Plan in place as soon as possible.  

To those that question why we should be thinking about 
building houses in Drayton at all, this is not the place to discuss 
the merits, or otherwise, of house-building, but it would be foolish 
to ignore the messages coming from central government. David 
Cameron very recently asserted - just last week in the speech to his 
party conference - that everyone knows this country has a chronic 
housing shortage, but no one wants a solution that might affect 
them, or involve building in their back yard.  His words, and the 
pronouncements of other ministers along similar lines, indicate 
that this government is resolved to press ahead with housing 
development and is prepared to override local authorities if it 
believes that they are dragging their feet on granting planning 
permission for new homes. The point is, that development 
probably will come to Drayton, and fairly soon. We can either let 
it happen, possibly in a place that none of us approve of, or we can 
aim to have some control over it, and look to gain some positives 
out of it, instead of assuming that all development must be 
negative. This is only the beginning of the discussion in Drayton, 
of course, but it is the reality of where we are now, and the 
situation that Drayton 2020 seeks to address. 

Meetings of the Steering Group are held fortnightly on Friday 
nights at 7pm in the Caudwell Centre, at the far end of Gravel 
Lane. These are public meetings, which anyone may attend, so if 
you would like to come along to listen or give your views, you 
would be very welcome. The next meeting dates are: Friday 2nd 
November, Friday 16th November, and Friday 30th November. 

In the interests of keeping the village up to date with what is 
happening with Drayton 2020, this column will now be a monthly 
feature in the Chronicle.  It is intended soon to upload Steering 
Group minutes and other information to the village website. The 
minutes will also be posted on the village notice boards – on the 
Village Green bus stop; outside the Mace shop, and in St. Peter’s 

Church porch. Regular email bulletins will be sent to those on the 
Drayton 2020 emailing list.  Please keep yourself informed and let 
the Steering Group and Working Group members have your 
views. 
 

Sharman Roofing 
new builds, re-roofs, extensions, guttering  

GRP fibreglass flat-roofing 
all work considered 

for a free no obligation quote 
call Mark on 

01235 538793 
07979 791075 

msharmanroofing@gmail.com 
 

EVERLAST 
Roofing & Building Services 

New Roofs • All Flat Roofs • Tiling & Slating • Demossing Chimney 
Repairs & Pointing • Facias & Guttering • All Repairs • 24/7 Call Out 

No job too small 
Drayton Based Company 

01235 532273 • 07553 911258 
Manor Close, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JD 

 
 

 

A. GIBBARD 
HIGH QUALITY INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

PAINTING AND DECORATING 
 

TEL: 01235 528342 MOBILE 07759 842388 
78 STEVENTON ROAD, DRAYTON 

 
 
 

Hazel Lee 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Free quotes 
07866 509683 

hazel.lee78@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

Drayton Window Cleaning Service 
 Est 1990 - we provide a friendly reliable service 

 Every 4-5 weeks - Free quote - no obligation 

Craig Taylor  Tel: 01235 512881 Mob:07778661548 
www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com 

 A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home. 
Online payment is also welcome. 

 Other services include:  Conservatory roof cleaning; 
Fascias cleaning; Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out 
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PARISH COUNCIL  
Richard Williams 

Report meeting held on Monday 1st October 2012. 

Six members of the public attended the 
meeting as well as the Parish Councillors. 
Fay Nugent outlined some of the 
problems that schoolchildren travelling to 
and from Didcot have experienced since 
the X2 bus service was taken over from 
the Oxford Bus Company by Thames 
Travel.  Whilst OBC put on double-
decker buses in the early morning and 
evening to accommodate rush-hour 
passengers, Thames Travel have 

substituted single-deckers. The lack of space means that 
schoolchildren and others getting on the bus in Drayton and 
Steventon cannot get a seat and have to stand all the way to 
Didcot.  Although this was the predictable outcome of the new 
policy, Thames Travel appear not to have the vehicle capacity to 
put things right: the company do run double-decker buses, but say 
they have none to spare for this route. The circumstances are 
particularly irritating for those families who have paid for season 
tickets for their children in advance.  

Fay said that Oxfordshire County Council operates a school 
coach and minibus service, which could be an alternative, except 
that it costs twice the price of the X2. In addition, the OCC service 
leaves immediately after school, which rules out the children 
attending any after-school clubs, whereas Thames Travel has 
services leaving at 4pm and 4.15pm. Several parents have written 
to the management of Thames Travel, as has the Parish Council, 
and Mr Hammond, the MD of Thames Travel, has undertaken to 
review the provision of services. It is hoped to arrange a meeting 
with him in the near future, and the meeting noted that the Oxford 
Mail and the Abingdon Herald have also been taking an interest in 
the issue. 

Two parishioners enquired what was happening with Drayton 
2020 and were critical of the lack of communication with those 
who signed up to the website. It was apparent that, among some 
residents, the perception exists that unlimited housing 
development is to be foisted on the village, against its wishes, and 
without proper consultation. It was explained that this perception 
is incorrect, that no decisions on number or location of houses 
have yet been made, and that every effort has been and will be 
made, not just to consult with Drayton residents, but so far as 
possible to get them involved in the decision-making. However, it 
was acknowledged that on the launch night on Sept 7th, this 
message had not been put across as clearly as it might have been, 
and that some misunderstanding has been the result, as 
demonstrated, for example, by the letter on the subject printed in 
last month’s Chronicle.  

It is accepted that communication updates have been lacking so 
far, but this is mainly because the Drayton 2020 steering group 
needed to do the groundwork and get some structures in place 
before we could actually make progress on the Neighbourhood 
Plan. At the time of writing this, everyone who registered with the 
website should have received at least a preliminary update on 
where we are and what we are doing. As a further means of 
stepping up communication, a separate column devoted solely to 
Drayton 2020 (the first, it is hoped, of a regular feature) will be 
found elsewhere in this issue. Although the background to Drayton 
2020 has been covered before in the Chronicle, this first column 
will again set out why the Parish Council feels a Neighbourhood 
Plan is necessary, and what it hopes to achieve. 

To contact any members of the Parish Council, all enquiries 
should be directed to the Parish Clerk, David Perrow, in the first 
instance. David may be contacted via E-mail at 
draytonclerk@yahoo.co.uk or by telephone on 07909 176061, and 
he will ensure that any messages are passed on. Any Drayton 

resident may also ask to be added to the Clerk’s E-mailing list, so 
that they receive prior notice of meetings and any relevant 
documents. In addition, all Parish Council minutes are now 
archived on the village website: www.drayton-near-abingdon.org. 
The latter also carries back copies of the Drayton Chronicle and 
details of other events in the village.  

The next Parish Council meeting will be on Monday 5th 
November, at 7.30pm in the Caudwell Centre, Gravel Lane. As 
always, all are welcome. 
 

 

K. L. YATES BUILDERS 
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING SERVICES 

 Extensions and Alterations 

 Property Maintenance 

 Kitchens and Bathrooms 

 Carpentry and Tiling 
 

Call RICHARD for an estimate on 
01235 531275 or mobile 07788 738248 

 

 

THOMAS & JARVIS 
BUILDERS 

EST 1962 
01235 531334 
07885 308334 

email: thomasandjarvis@hotmail.co.uk 
EXTENSIONS RENOVATIONS MAINTENANCE 
DECORATING DRIVEWAYS PATIOS FENCING 

THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 
 

 
BENTON & BRYAN BUILDERS 

For all types of building work from a  
reliable local company 

Extensions, Alterations, Kitchens & Bathrooms, 
 Carpentry, Decorating, Patios, Plastering, 

Roofing, Brickwork and Plumbing 
MOB: 07905386150 
TEL: 01235 832513 

 
 

                     
 

DRAYTON ELECTRICAL 
Free Advice and Quotations 

Friendly Local Service 
All works undertaken registered 17th Edition 

All types of project undertaken 
No job too small 

 

Ring: 07825 526178 
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N. HAYCROFT PLUMBING 
 A complete Plumbing Service 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Taps, Tanks, Ball Valves, Leaks, 
Stopcocks, Burst Pipes, Pumps, Cylinders, 
Immersions, Radiators, Basins, Sinks. 
Installation of Washing Machines, Dishwashers, 
Showers & Bathrooms 
Over 30 years experience 
All work fully guaranteed and fully insured 

Tel : 01235 814739 
 
 

 
 

M. S. Lally 
Gas  Boi ler  Serv ice 

01235 848592     0796 7015 065 
Servicing and Repairs 
Systems Installed 
Boiler changes 
Systems Power Flushed 

85 Milton Road, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4BX 
 

 

DRAYTON TELEVISION 
SERVICES 

Digital TV aerials installed Extra aerial points 
Satellite Sky or Freesat Repairs 
TV tuning and programming New TV Sales  
Television Wall mounting FREE ESTIMATES 

Telephone: 01235 531451 

 

Electrical Problems?   Call 

ROBERTS  
ELECTRICAL 

Domestic  Ï   Commercial  Ï   Industrial 
 

• Electrical Hard Wire Testing  
• Domestic Electrical Reports 
• Landlords Certificates 
• Portable Appliance Testing 
• Re-wires Full or Part  
• Extra Power or Lighting Points 
• Electrical Showers Complete 
• Security Lighting, Fire & Intruder Alarms 
• Low Energy Lighting Installations 
• Data & Telephone Wiring 
• TV & Home Entertainment Installations 
• Heating Controls and Wiring 

 

Office: 01235 528800    Mobile: 07786 930463 
Windy Ridge Court, Milton Road, Drayton, Abingdon OX14 4EZ 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS 

WESTMINSTER 
Ed Vaizey 

As winter approaches, some people may 
worry about their energy bills.  I would 
urge anyone worried about their bills to 
contact their local Age UK or Citizens 
Advice to find out if they can claim free 
help from the Warm Front scheme to help 
them be warm, well and wealthier this 
winter.  The eligibility criteria for help 
under the Warm Front scheme has 
widened from September, so even if you 
have been turned down before you may be able to get help this 
year. The heating and insulation improvements Warm Front offers 
could help many households locally to stay warm. 

You can find out if you can get free help from Warm Front by 
calling 0800 316 2805.  Further information and an online 
application form is available on www.direct.gov.uk/warmfront. 

Over the summer, the government introduced new rules on the 
disclosure of interests and other standards for local councillors.  
These set out a much more straightforward regime which will be 
clearer and easier to follow, making sure councillors are open and 
above board about what needs to be declared, but are not tied up in 
bureaucracy in the process.  You can get more details from the 
South and Vale  Democratic Services Manager, telephone 01491 
823049 or email democratic.services@southandvale.gov.uk.   I 
know lots of people think about becoming parish councillors, but 
are put off because they think they have to disclose their financial 
details and those of their family.  The rules have now been 
simplified, so do take a look if you are thinking of serving in some 
way.  There will be elections for some councils next May, and 
there is always a need for local people to represent their 
communities.  Do talk to a current councillor to find out what is 
involved – it may not be as bad as you think!   

One of the most visible things in the constituency is Didcot 
Power Station.  We’ve recently heard that after 42 years of service 
Didcot A Power Station will stop generating electricity on 31st 
March 2013.  Closing a major power station is a complex task so 
the decommissioning and demolition of the plant is expected to 
take several years, and Didcot B will continue in operation.  In just 
a few years time, however, the view will be changing.   

As always, please feel free to contact me at the House of 
Commons, SW1A 0AA, vaizeye@parliament.uk or 020 7219 
6350.  Surgery details can be found at  www.vaizey.com. 

 

CPPM ELECTRICAL 
All Electrical work undertaken 

24 Hour Service 
Complete rewiring Pat Testing 
Complete Shower Installations Landlord Certificates 
New wall sockets Part P Approved 
Lighting installations  Switches  
Fuse boards consumer units Fault Finding 
Repairs Extra Telephone Points 
Outside lights Security Lights 
Appliance connections Extractor fans & hoods  

    

www.cppmabingdonelectrical.co.uk 
Tel 01235 554655 

Mob 07756 353433 
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FOR NOVEMBER 
All events are at Drayton Hall unless stated otherwise  
(To  book Drayton Hall call Ann Webb on 531418) 

Regular Events are listed opposite 

Mon 05 7.30 pm Parish Council Caudwell Day Centre 
Fri 09 7.00 pm W.I. Quiz Night - 7.30 pm start 
Thur 15     all day Police Commissioner Elections 
Mon 19 9.15 am Chronicle Lottery deadline Vickery’s  
  5.00 pm  Chronicle copy deadline Vickery’s box 
Sun 25     all day Bowls Club 

 

ALL SAINTS’ SINGERS 
present 

 HUMMEL Mass in B flat 
 VIVALDI Credo 
 HAYDN Symphony No 37 
 TELEMANN Laudate Jehovam,  Omnes Gentes                

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 25th, 7.30 pm 
All Saints’ Church, Sutton Courtenay 

 

TICKETS (£10) 01235 848205 & 847489 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A Musical Murder Mystery 
Can you unpick the complex relationships and egos within the group and help Sergeant 
Pepper figure out whodunit? Join Wantage Stage Musical Company for an evening of 
mystery, intrigue and fun, that also features fantastic songs from the Beatles such as 
Help!, Love Me Do, Hard Days Night and many more 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
DRAYTON CP SCHOOL 

Saturday 8th December 2012: 1pm - 3pm 
Stalls, Tombola, 

Christmas Goodies, etc. 
Come and join us for some 

festive fun. 
 

REGULARLY OCCURRING EVENTS 
Weekly in Drayton Hall unless stated otherwise 

MONDAYS 
 9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 
 10.30 am Pilates Class – also at 11.30 am 
 2.00 pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours)  
 5.45 pm Beavers  (Boys / girls, 6–8 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon  Hall 
  6.30 pm Youth Zone (except Bank Holidays) 
 6.30 pm Novice Table Tennis Coaching School 
 7.00 pm Scouts  (Boys/girls, 8-10 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon  Hall 
 7.15 pm Drayton Wives Whist (3rd Monday)  Caudwell DC 
 7.30 pm Junior and Adult Table Tennis School 
 7.30 pm  Parish Council (1st Monday) Caudwell DC 
 7.45 pm Drayton Drop In (except Bank Holidays) 
 7.45 pm Bell-ringing St Peter’s 
 8.00 pm Senior and Social Table Tennis School 
 8.30 pm Badminton (Private Group) 
TUESDAYS 
 9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 
 1.45 pm  Drayton Art Group (until 4 pm) Caudwell Day Centre 
 3.00 pm First Tuesday Connections (1st Tuesday) Church Room  
 3.00 pm  Junior Netball (for 1 hour) School 
 5.45 pm Zumba Class 
 6.00 pm  Ladies’ Netball (for 1 hour) School 
 7.30 pm Pilates Class – also at 8.30 pm 
 7.30 pm League Table Tennis School 
WEDNESDAYS 
 9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 
 11.00 am  Mobile Library (Fortnightly, for 15 min) Haywards Rd 
  11.20 am  Mobile Library (Fortnightly, for 20 min) The Cross 
 11.45 am Mobile Library (Fortnightly, for 15 min) LyfordClose 
 12.00 am OWLS Group 
 2.00 pm  Whist – now each week Caudwell Day Centre 
 2.00 pm  Drayton Wives (last Wednesday)  
 2.15 pm  Badminton 
 6.15 pm  Brownies 
 6.15 pm Cubs (Boys / girls, 8–9 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon  Hall 
 7.00 pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours) 
 7.30 pm League Table Tennis School 
 7.30 pm  Bingo Session Caudwell Day Centre 
THURSDAYS 
 9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 
  followed by lunch club and afternoon session 
 9.00 am     Foot Clinic (First Thursday)  Caudwell Day Centre 
 9.30 am Holy Communion St Peter’s Lady Chapel 
 9.30 am  Parent & Toddler Group (in Term) 
 2.00 pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours) 
 7.30 pm League Table Tennis School 
 7.30 pm  W.I. (2nd Thursday) Caudwell Day Centre 
  7.30 pm  Sequence Dancing.  Tel: 531701 
FRIDAYS 
 9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 
 11.00 am Friday Club (fortnightly) 202466  Caudwell Day Centre 
 10.30 am Creation Station 
SATURDAYS 
 9.30 am  Drama Workshop for youngsters – also 10.30 am 
SUNDAYS  
 8.00 am  Holy Communion  St Peter’s 
 10.00 am  Sung Eucharist (Praise Service 3rd Sunday) St Peter’s 
 11.15 am  Family Time Baptist Church 
 6.00 pm  Evening Worship Baptist Church 
 7.30 pm Zumba Class 

 

www.drayton-near-abingdon.org: 
Don’t forget that you can look up Parish Council minutes and 

past issues of the Chronicle, by visiting the village web-site. 
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