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The OLDER WOMAN’S
CHRISTMAS (by Doggerelle)

Christmas comes but once a year,
Though that’s too often now I fear.
It’s not that I don’t love the season,
So I will now explain my reason.

When young and zest I did not lack,
With one hand tied behind my back

I bought the presents, wrote the greetings,
Baked mince pies for various meetings,

Carols sang for many a cause,
Entertained with scarce a pause,

Invited all the family home,
Pressed them all “Oh please do come”.

With house as bright as it could be,
The centre piece a glorious tree,

I’d decorate in gold and red
And do it standing on my head.

The effort now seems so much more,
What once was easy now’s a chore.

It feels a mountain I must climb,
Oh what a change is wrought by time!

But I have made a cunning plan
Which I will practise if I can.

This year on Christmas day I’ll try
To boil the pudding till it’s dry;
The turkey I’ll forget to stuff,

Of veg there will not be enough;
I’ll make the gravy far too thickly

And the cake so it is sickly;
The trifle will turn out all sloppy,
Mince pie pastry will be floppy;

Of drinks and crackers there’ll be none
So Christmas day won’t be much fun.

The family then will say, I’d hope,
“Poor old mother, she can’t cope,
So next year we’ll invite her here,

She gets so stressed, the poor old dear.”
But actually I really know

That pride won’t ever let me go
To lengths so drastic and extreme –

It’s only a nightmarish dream.
I’d never bring myself to do it,
And if I did I’d always rue it.
I’ve always felt I am a coper,

I won’t become an old ‘no hoper’,
My teeth I’ll grit and brace myself,

I will not sit upon the shelf.
So next year I’m entirely sure

I’ll ask them all back here once more!
===========================

  HEATHER MORRISON
With grateful thanks to David Perrow, and others who sent in

pictures, here’s a shot from the October VWHDC Community
Awards Ceremony where Heather Morrison received her award
for 16 years service to Drayton as a Parish Councillor.

And on a separate occasion, at the Wheatsheaf, Heather was
also presented by the Parish Council with flowers and an
engraved paper weight, mementos of their gratitude.

Well done Heather!!

STARS FOR REMEMBRANCE AT
ST PETER’S CHURCH

We will again this year be putting up ‘Stars for
Remembrance’ in the church.

The stars will be at the back of the church, on the
welcomer’s table, so if you would like to have a friend or
loved one remembered at Christmas please write their names
on a star and leave in the basket provided.

The stars will also be available at Vickery’s shop this year as
unfortunately the church still has to be locked most of the time.

Thank you                   Val Cross Churchwarden



to ALL OUR READERS
from the members of the
CHRONICLE TEAM !!

Also In this Issue:
P3: Any new bowlers out there?
P5: Or try ping-pong to wear off the Christmas excess?!
P6: Marking the Jubilees
P7: Baby Sign-language classes
P8: If you can help a little, come on down!
P11:  Volunteers for reading assistance?
P12:  Cheaper stamps for Christmas?
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COMING CHRONICLES
 The combined JAN/FEB Chronicle will be available for distribution
to Area Agents on Friday Jan 25th, from Brenda Malin (524429),
who should be contacted by Agents requiring extra copies.

The Editor will be David Lee (202699). Contributions may be
e-mailed (see below, safest is to ‘editor@’), or placed in the Chronicle
letter box, outside Vickery’s store on Drayton Green,

NO  LATER   than 5.15 pm on Monday, Jan 14th  2013.

After this deadline, items are given less precedence for inclusion
(No guarantees!), and certainly need to reach us by the  Wednesday.

STOP PRESS - ADVERTISERS should note that the deadline
for ads is EARLIER, Friday Jan 11th, due to their preparation time.

NB :- Can we politely remind Contributors that the above
deadlines are exactly that;   there seems to be a trend (with increasing
use of e-mail) of sending items later.    It should perhaps be realised
that the later an item is received, the less precedence it gets.

The box is checked a little before the deadline. It is a great help if
items can be left a few days before the closing date. Thank you.

NOTES for CONTRIBUTORS
All contributions to the Chronicle are most welcome. Be sure to
include the name, address and (in case clarification is necessary)
telephone number of the author.  Contributions can be made :-

1. If you’ve Internet access, by email to the relevant editor (and
please use a meaningful title, we get a lot called Chronicle!)

to reach the next editor ==> editor@draytonchronicle.net
Derek Pooley  >>> derek_pooley@talk21.com
David Lee       >>> david_r.lee@ntlworld.com
Tony Holmes  >>> tony-holmes@ntlworld.com

Please remember to check that you soon get a confirmation reply.
We do occasionally have emails sent that just don’t arrive!

2. An email attachment, in WORD please.
3. A good, black typescript on white A4 paper or smaller. Or

perhaps hand-written, either way, NAMES in CAPITALS please!
4. IF in any doubt, ASK the EDITOR!

THE  FOLLOWING  TWO  MONTHS

Issue for
Copy for publication by
Mondays (nb  Agents

Lottery Packs Fri before)

Chronicle published and
available for distribution

on Fridays:-

March 11 Feb 22 Feb
April 11 March 22 March

ADVERTISING RATES
For Block Advert (about 1/12th page)

- - - - - Number of Inserts - - - - -
Advertiser Category  1 3 6 12
Drayton Resident £5.00 £14.00 £25.50 £48.00
Non-Drayton Resident £6.00 £17.00 £31.50 £60.00
Half-size block adverts, normally for one or two inserts, are
charged at half the above rates.
All requests must be accompanied by cash or a cheque

 made payable to ‘Drayton Chronicle’.
They may be placed in the Chronicle Letter Box, outside Vickery’s

Hardware Store, Drayton Green, in shopping hours,   OR
send your requirements :- advertising@draytonchronicle.net

Letters to the Editor You may request that your name & address
are not shown;  but we MUST have the details, and phone number.

CHRONICLE LOTTERY

Jean Barton,  Hon. Promoter

RESULTS OF THE DECEMBER  LOTTERY
Prize Winner Agent
£25 Mrs Webster 56 Steventon Road Jackie Walker
£20 G Redman 43 High Street Gerald Redman
£15 C. Woodward 85 Drayton Road Clare Soper
£10 Mr Barkers 16 Corneville Road Gerald Redman
£10 Mr Keene 41a Sutton Wick Lane Keith Clough
£10 Mr J McFarlane 1 Lyford Close Pauline Roberts
£10 Richard Thouless 33 High Street Ali Bone
£10 Mrs Drew 33 Sutton Wick Lane Keith Clough
£10 Sharon Kyle 6 Steventon Road Judy Henman
£10 Mr Pitts 27 Lockway Christine Sadler

Winning tickets, from 1770 sold, were randomly drawn via computer
(similar to Premium Bonds).

And our BONUS WINNERS for this CHRISTMAS Issue :-

Winners Of Bottles of WINE Agent
Mrs Mole 26 High Street Ali Bone
Steve Hall Bungalow, Corneville Rd Gerald Redman
Mr West 37 Sutton Wick Lane Keith Clough
M Weir 24 Binning Close Cathy Norris
Mr Law 29 Corneville Gerald Redman
Martin Trendall 3 Eastway Teresa Burnage
Mr Shebbeare 16 Sutton Wick Lane Keith Clough
Mrs Clarke The Driftway, S’n Wick Keith Clough
Tim Kyle 6 Steventon Road Judy Henman
Mrs Parkin 37 Lockway Christine Sadler

Winners Of TINS of BISCUITS Agent
P Faulkner 12 Binning Close Cathy Norris
Diana Dunsdon Steventon Road Julie Lonsdale
Jim & Freda Bray 12 Lesparre Close Amanda Drysdale
Mrs Fort 22 Whitehorns Way Pat Percival
Mr Easto 38 Sutton Wick Lane Keith Clough
Mrs M Smith 37 High Street Michelle Ainsclough
Gina Dobson Orchard Barn Clare Soper
Martin Trendall 3 Eastway Teresa Burnage
Mrs E Anderson 32 Whitehorns Way Pat Percival
Peter Harris 20 Lyford Close Pauline Roberts

M. S. Lally
Gas Boiler Service

01235 848592     0796 7015 065
Servicing and Repairs
Systems Installed
Boiler changes
Systems Power Flushed

85 Milton Road, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4BX

DISCLAIMER This Journal is published in all good faith and
every care is taken in its compilation. The organisers of the
DRAYTON CHRONICLE, and its Agents, therefore accept no
responsibility for OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for the validity of
any ADVERTISEMENT, nor for any EFFECTS ARISING
WHATSOEVER from the publication.
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ALL AROUND
Drayton BOWLS Club              ‘Roll-Up’

The final internal competition for this year will be 'The Didcot
Windows' singles, taking place on Nov 25th. The 'John Berry'
leagues look like going to the final games to decide who will play
in the finals day which will be held on the 9th December, with 9
finals to be played on the day; with at least 24 members taking part
in the different competitions it promises to be a good day.

All teams in the league are doing well, teams in the afternoon
league doing very well, with 'The Rollers' in top spot and 'The
Wasps' in third place, and 'The Hammers' a close fourth. So, all
looks good nearing the halfway stage, the evening team are around
mid-table.

In a recent inter-club competition ('The Friendly Fours') Drayton
entertained teams from Astons, Benson, and Chievelely. Teams
from Drayton saw off the opposition, with Josie Carter, Freda Bray,
Kathy McCann, and Bryn Jones, beating Pam Lacey, Tony Mullins,
Olive Brown, and Cyril Carter in the final;  the day was organized
by Jane, assisted by Olive, Freda and June.

Fourteen members of the club went on a recent bowling break to
the Isle of Wight.  Over many years this has been a happy hunting
ground for the club, lifting lots of trophies, but this year we came
back empty handed, June and Bryn did well but lost in the semi-
final of the pairs.  There were 110 bowlers competing from all over
the UK, and all enjoyed the 5 days away.

In closing I would like to wish all members old and new a
Happy Christmas and healthy New Year.

Also, I would like to mention that the club are still looking for
new members and anyone thinking of joining should call in at one
our sessions which are held Mondays and Thursdays, afternoons 2
to 5, and Wednesday evenings from 7 to 10. A warm welcome
awaits you and it will cost you nothing, you may just enjoy it!

THE WHEATSHEAF

Austin & Geraldine
welcome you: to enjoy

Traditional Home Cooked Food,
Fine Wines and  Beers

In Friendly Comfortable Surroundings.

Take away Fish & Chips:
served Mon - Sat until 8pm

Delicious Home Cooked Roast Lunch:
Sunday 12 - 3.30 pm

Senior Citizens Lunchtime Menu
Tuesday to Friday £6.50 including sweet

Bookings :- call Gel or Austin (01235 531485)
Drayton (on the village green)

OTHER LOCAL PLACES OF WORSHIP
Methodist Chapel Sunday Service: 10.30 am

High Street,   Milton
Local contacts: Geoff or Jean Caudle, 531409

W.  J.  TAYLOR  &  SONS
FORGE GARAGE

HIGH STREET, DRAYTON
Nr. ABINGDON, OXON OX14 4JW

SUN Tuning
Car,  M/C  &  3-Wheeler

M.O.T.  WHILE  YOU  WAIT
CAR -  Service and Repairs

VINTAGE WEDDING CAR  HIRE
Telephone   ABINGDON 531350

DRAYTON W.I. Brenda Malin
If you have ever been tempted to purchase The Eiffel Tower or

the Mona Lisa, you would have received a salutary lesson after
listening to Mr Grainger at our November meeting telling us how
easy it is to be taken in by confidence tricksters. I am sure no one
reading this notice has ever taken out a PPI! Apparently it is not so
very difficult to offload a tower or a masterpiece, it is just a matter
of picking your ‘client’ and letting them take the bait. The beauty
of these scams was that they were so outrageous that the victims,
having been taken in and parted with millions of dollars or francs,
as was the case, did not want to admit that they had been taken in
and so kept quiet, no Facebook or Twitter in those days.

These were just two of the many frauds and swindles that Mr
Grainger recounted, and in most cases there were no innocent
parties, how do you explain an original that should be hanging in
the Louvre when it is in your front room? The evening generated
much laughter.

Friday evening, (2nd in Nov), found us in quite a different frame
of mind; we were all wearing our thinking caps for our Annual
Quiz, a very enjoyable evening, thanks to all who supported us.
The Raffle was very well supported also, and this year’s proceeds
are going to our local Riding for the Disabled group.

Our December meeting is at the usual time and place, 7.30pm,
Caudle Day Centre, and is a ‘Jacobs Join’ (bring your own plate of
goodies).

Wishing everyone a very Happy, Healthy and Peaceful
Christmas and New Year from Drayton Women’s Institute.

JANET LYNN FOOTCARE
Mobile Footcare services including nail trimming, treatment of

corns, calluses, fungal nails & more in the comfort of your own home.

Also available:- Paraffin Wax treatment, and Pedicures & Manicures
Day, Evening and Weekend appointments available

Janet Lynn   MCFHP  MAFHP

 Tel : 07714 568115 www.janetlynnfootcare.com
Fully Insured, and with a clear CRB check

Creative Catering
Westbrook Street, Blewbury

Flexible & affordable catering for all your catering needs,
including Weddings, Parties, Pig Roasts, Buffets, Funerals,

Canapé Receptions and Business Lunches.
SHORT NOTICE BOOKINGS WELCOME

15 Years Experience
For more information or menus please phone

01235 850342 or 07743368373
sheilaaustin@btinternet.com

THE WHEATSHEAF
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ST PETER'S  CHURCH
Priest in Charge Revd Rebecca Peters 531374
Curate Revd Rosie Bruce 525284
Churchwardens Mrs Val Cross 535183

Mr Colin Arnold 531923
Organist Vacancy

CHURCH NOTICES
REGULAR SERVICES
Sunday 8.00 am Holy Communion (CW - Traditional).

10.00 am Sung Eucharist (CW)  except 3rd Sunday, when
a non-Eucharistic Praise Service is held

Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion (CW) in Lady Chapel

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Monday 7.45 pm Bellringing Practice Bell Tower
Weds 10.30 am Pebbles (term time only) Church Room

CALENDAR  for DECEMBER
Tues 4th 3.00 pm 1st Tuesday Connections Church Room
Sat     15th 10.00 am    Coffee Morning (to 12 noon)      Church Room

PARISH REGISTER
Baptism Nov 3rd Charlie James Kogel

Dylan Leonard Kogel

YOU  STAY – WE PRAY (Dec)
2nd to 8th Drayton Road;  Milton Road;  New Cut Mill;

Fisher Close;  Marcham Road;  Meads Close;  Rippington Court;
Stone Hill ;

9th to 22nd   Steventon Road;  Eastway;  Eastway MHP
23rd to 29th   Church Lane;  Henleys Lane;  Caudwell Close;

Gravel Lane

LARKMEAD VETERINARY GROUP
New Veterinary Surgery opened in Uptown Farm

94a High Street, Sutton Courtenay
Consultations by Appointment

A dedicated and caring veterinary team - 24 hour emergency cover –
Ample parking - A branch for our Small Animal Clinic with Hospital Facilities

111–113 Park Road, Didcot, OX11 8QT

Please ring 01235 814991
www.larkmead.co.uk

Hamel’s Memorials
Memorial Masons / Stone Masons

* Free Inscriptions on all New Memorials purchased.*
Cleaning, Renovation, Re-fixing & Re-levelling,

Additional Inscriptions, Free Brochure.
Visit us at Richs Sidings, Didcot,

Tel  01235 812222

Letter from  St Peter’s Church
Dear Friends,

Yikes! Christmas is nearly upon us. I love Christmas, but each
year seems busier and busier. I remember last year racing down to
the post office on a Saturday at 11:50am with all my cards still
needing to put stamps on, trying desperately to catch the last
second class post at 12 noon. Managed it, just! With all the cards,
presents, food, decorations, preparations for Christmas, it is easy
to forget what we are actually celebrating.

   A survey commissioned by The Children's Society in 2010
found that only 10% of adults think that it's religious meaning is
the most important thing about Christmas. Only 4% of 25-34 year
olds thought the religious aspect was important whilst 20% of
those over 60's years feel that it is the key aspect of Christmas.
67% of all adults said spending time with family was the most
important thing about Christmas.

   Actually, would it really matter if Christmas cards went out in
January, would it really matter if we didn’t spend most of
Christmas eve preparing the food for Christmas Day? What really
matters to me, is spending time thanking God for all that he has
already given me, in particular thanking God for the gift of his
son, Jesus. Christmas is a time to celebrate the overwhelming
abundant love of God, that the son of God would give up all the
glory, majesty, power and abundance of heaven to become a
human being on earth. The story of Jesus is simple, he sacrifices
everything, his position, his power, his wealth and eventually his
life, so that we might know his love for us. Hence, my response is
to humble myself and to give thanks to Jesus.

All are welcome to attend our Christmas services, Carol service
Sunday 16th Dec 4pm, Crib service 24th Dec 4pm, and in
celebrating the birth of Jesus at Midnight mass, or on Christmas
day 10am.

Christ isn’t just for Christmas. If you are interested in
investigating the Christian faith, asking questions, or finding out
more about Jesus, then please contact Revd Rebecca on (01235)
531374, email rev.stpetersdrayton@gmail.com.

God Bless Revd Rebecca Peters

        

Hazel Lee
Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior

Free quotes
07866 509683

hazel.lee78@hotmail.co.uk

Southey Garden Solutions
Everyone can have a beautiful garden.

Frustrated with your garden?
Need it to be something it’s currently not?

Want to do it yourself but not sure where to start?
Garden Design and Consultancy Services

Find out more with no commitment.
Sara Southey                            07860 454514

www.southey-garden-solutions.co.uk
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(MORE) ALL AROUND
Drayton 1st Brownies         Ruth Hudson

Christmas will be upon us soon!   On December 5th we are
hosting a Christmas party for the Brownies which will include a
present from Father Christmas, this I’m sure will be a noisy
occasion. Brownies will have their annual trip to the Oxford
Playhouse on December 9th to see Dick Whittington, this is always
a special event in the Brownies calendar. We are preparing for the
nativity play at St. Peters Church to be held on Christmas Eve.

We supported Children in Need by making biscuits to sell.
Our thanks go to Jacqui Newman for all her time and help with

the above, and also with supplying and preparing friendship
bracelets that the Brownies made for Sangam day, (world Sangam
day, Oct 16th), these have been sent to India to raise money to help
with children's education and clothing.

On a sad note, Jordan, Della and Leah will all be leaving us and
we wish them lots of luck for the future.

Finally, thanks to all the parents for their support they give each
week, without which we would be unable to run our sessions, and
thanks to Barn and Tawny Owls for their hard work,

We wish all the Brownies Happy Christmas, and we will return
as usual to Drayton Hall on the 16th January at 18.15 pm.

Meetings are held at Drayton Village Hall, on Wednesdays
during school term from 6.15 – 7.45, meetings are open to all girls
aged between 7 – 10 years old. Further details are available from:-

Ruth Hudson (Brown Owl) on 01235 205111
Esther Deabill (Tawny Owl) on 01235 528502
Annette Mitchell (Barn Owl) on 01235 555216

Bed & Breakfast
All rooms are en suite
For more information

Ring Glenn or Janet on
01235 531457 or visit
www.theredliondrayton.co.uk

DRAYTON WIVES             Gwen Price
Our November meeting was quite informal. Anne Gould showed

us how to make simple lace, and Ann Hutchings demonstrated
making origami leaves and flowers and different ways of using
them. There were some enthusiastic members who all had a go.

Meetings for December and January, please refer to your
programme.

Walks will recommence in January.

DRAYTON TELEVISION
SERVICES

Digital TV aerials installed Extra aerial points
Satellite Sky or Freesat Repairs
TV tuning and programming New TV Sales
Television Wall mounting FREE ESTIMATES

Telephone: 01235 531451

Suzy Willis & Associates
MCSP HPC

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPISTS
Old Lodge, Henleys Lane

Drayton, OX14 4HU
Tel   01235 531269

Please ring for an appointment

Drayton TABLE-TENNIS Club John Gould
Hi everyone to my monthly update of all things Ping Pong. Our

teams are now well into the new season and most are faring very
well. The A team are 2nd in Division 1, the B team in the
promotion hunt in Division 2. The E & F teams are 2nd & 3rd in
Division 4 and the H & G teams 1st and 2nd in Division 5. In
addition the D team in their first season in Division 3 stand happily
in mid table. Sadly my own team Drayton ‘C’ are propping up
Division 2, but at least we’ve now won a tie!

The Cup competition is just about to start and the A team will try
to retain their grip on the Handicap Shield. I’ll report in more detail
next month.

As stated last month, Social table tennis is available to all men,
women & children (over 9) at the school every Monday. From
6.30pm each Monday under 16 ‘beginners and improvers’ attend a
coaching session and from 7.30 pm onwards adults and juniors mix
to play ‘social’ table tennis. We have a number of ‘newbys’ this
season that seem to enjoy the exercise. It would be good to see
some more adult players though. Give us a try sometime!

The cost is £2.50p per session. Hope to see you one Monday
soon.

The famous Drayton Table Tennis Club annual Quiz will take
place in the New Year and full details will follow in the next issue.

Learn to Drive with your Local Instructor

Fast friendly patient tuition
Door to door home or work

Evening and weekend appointments available
Discount on pre-paid block booking

PHILIP PULLEN 07733 360230

email: phil.pullen@btinternet.com
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Sabina'sBAPTIST CHURCH
Church Secretary:-   Mrs Jayne Henderson ............... 522161

REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICES
11.15 am Presently only one morning service per month;

 this is the Family Service, and is on
the first Sunday of each month.

6.00 pm Evening  Service.     A traditional form of service,
frequently with guest speakers.
(Communion every second Sunday)

Come and join us every Sunday – we look forward to seeing
you. EVERYONE IS MOST WELCOME

NEIGHBOURHOOD NEWS
We welcome Jeff & Jane Drew to Sutton Wick Lane (they

have moved from Didcot). We hope that they will enjoy their
move to the ‘country’!

Professional Beauty Therapy in a
Relaxing Environment

Sara Warwick VTCT
07966 844409

*Bio Sculpture Gel Nails*
Massage (Swedish Body, Indian Head, Hot Stone)

Fake Bake Spray Tan – Manicures - Pedicures
Facials – Waxing – Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting

Gift Vouchers Available

(EVEN MORE) ALL AROUND
GARD (Group Against Reservoir Development)

The main development is that the Environment Agency has now
announced that the amount by which abstraction from the River
Thames must be cut by 2040 is 250 Million Litres a day (Ml/d).
There is only firm evidence for 26 Ml/d but the Agency say that it
is ‘likely’ that the additional amount of abstraction reductions will
be required. (These are called sustainability reductions). Thames
Water have been told by the Agency to plan for the full amount.

This means that there will be a substantial deficit in the supply
by 2040 which TW will have to make up. There are also the
complications of the effects of likely population increase (more
consumption), water metering (less), and individual consumption
(down) etc. It is likely that their preferred solution will be a
reservoir! It could, however, be a water transfer from the Severn
(which GARD favours), which is cheaper, quicker to build and far
less environmentally damaging. This is the point we are now at.

There are other sources of supply but realistically it is unlikely
that, added together, they can produce such a large new source.
However, Thames Water is currently giving priority to the
construction of the Thames Tideway Tunnel to reduce London’s
sewage overflow problem at a cost of £3Bn or £4Bn so they will
need to find the extra £1Bn for a reservoir.

GARD’s consultants are closely following developments and
challenging those aspects of Thames Water’s assumptions which
are not substantiated. The first draft of Thames Water’s Water
Resources Management Plan for 2014 will appear in about March
2013 by which time the company will have completed several
overdue studies and will have provided us with the details.

Nick Thompson (Hon Chairman GARD)

Margaret welcomes you to
for your next hair appointment

40 ABINGDON ROAD - DRAYTON - Tel. (01235) 531140
Mondays & Tuesdays & Saturdays

9.00am to 1.00 pm and 2.00pm to 5.00pm
Wednesday closed all day

Thursdays and Fridays
9.00am to 1.00 pm and 2.00pm to 6.00pm
Men now welcome at any time - so why not call in?

Special rates for Pensioners and Free Car Parking

A J Taylor
General Services
01235 200954 / 07906 849524

adrian.taylor6099@ntlworld.com

 All aspects of removals and storage,
plus house clearance welcome

 All gardening jobs such as weeding,
mowing, hedge trimming, removal of
garden waste etc

 Painting and decorating inside and out,
including woodwork, fences and sheds.

MARKING THE JUBILEES
To celebrate Queen's Elizabeth II's Diamond Jubilee this year

the Parish Council arranged for the Village Cross at the top of
High Street to be cleaned and for a new plaque to be added to
mark this year’s celebration.

The new plaque is on
the east side, opposite to
the original one, which
commemorated Queen
Victoria's Diamond Jubilee in 1897.  Queen Victoria's plaque has
been refurbished so that now there are matching plaques on each

side of the memorial to mark each
diamond jubilee.

The stonemason used stone from the
Forest of Dean for the two plaques,
matching the original stone of the cross.
His cleaning of the cross itself has
revealed a date of 1837, which may
indicate that the cross was first erected
then, to mark the crowning of Queen
Victoria that year, in which case the
Drayton cross is almost 200 years old.

David Perrow & Jenny Pooley

ST PETER'S CHURCH HOME-VISITING GROUP
will visit anyone who is, or has been, ill or is recently home from
hospital, or unable to get out because of a disability, or is in any

other circumstances where support would be welcomed.
Please contact:-    Jean Hager (531558),  Sally Dixon (531547),

Ros Blogg (535589)  or  Margaret Watts (527145).



APOLLO PHARMACY -   PARK CENTRE, MILTON PARK    OX14 4RR
NOW OPEN  Mon-Fri 8.30 to 5.30, and Saturday 9am to noon

We can pick-up prescriptions from your premises, and deliver medication to you in an hour -  FREE;   we COLLECT prescriptions
from surgeries in :- Abingdon, Didcot, Grove, Wantage, Kennington & Oxford.

We can order, collect & dispense repeat prescriptions – FREE.

+++ We can deliver phone-ordered medications and toiletries FREE (min spend £10)
FREE Medical checks, advice, etc, and for those taking many medications (or their helpers) our free,

confidential ‘dosette’ service may be just the help you need.
CALL (01235) 835961 to discuss any of our services
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YOUR LETTERS
Time for the well-deserved feet up!!

Via email
I would like to thank Jane Pimm for accepting the post of

bookings secretary (for Drayton Hall) in response to the plea in the
last Chronicle.

I am extremely grateful to her, and I hope she enjoys the job as
much as I have. Over the years I have met many lovely people and
assisted them, where possible, with help and information when
asked. Some occasions have been happy and some not so happy,
but all very individual.

I wish you all the very best Jane and I am still here, if you want
me. Ann Webb

(NB   From Dec 1st all Hall booking enquiries should go to:-
Mrs Jane Pimm, 59 Steventon Road, Drayton, call [01235] 531597
or you can email Jane at JaneP59@ymail.com )

(&  Ed’s note -  our own grateful thanks to Ann from the
Chronicle editors for our monthly updates, take it easy now!

       

PENSIONS & INVESTMENT

PENSIONS & INVESTMENT SPECIALISTS
PERFECTING THE ART OF INDEPENDENT
FINANCIAL ADVICE TO THE LOCAL
COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Suite C ° The Courtyard ° Lombard Street
Abingdon ° Oxon ° OX14 5FG

Tel:(01235) 522003 ° Fax:(01235) 527291
enquiries@tacfs.co.uk

Clients love our service standards.
See what they say about us by visiting our web site:

www.tacfs.co.uk
Thomas & Co Financial Services is authorised and

regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

A. GIBBARD
HIGH QUALITY INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

PAINTING AND DECORATING

TEL: 01235 528342 MOBILE: 07759 842388
78 STEVENTON ROAD, DRAYTON

Roy Brown  17/10/1932 – 26/10/2012
Dear Sir, 13 Corneville Road
Eira, Pam and family would like to take this opportunity to

convey our sincere thanks to all our friends and neighbours for all
the help, and offers of help, which we received during Roy’s
illness and passing.

Thank you also to all who sent cards and messages of sympathy,
and especially to those who attended his Service of Thanksgiving.

Please continue to hold us in your prayers.

Eira Smith

       

NEW BABY SIGN LANGUAGE CLASSES  for
0 to 2 yr-olds, Drayton Hall, Mondays, 1.15 - 2.15 pm
Spring Term 2013 starts Jan 7th for 13 weeks

BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN

Come along and sign, sing and socialise over a cuppa!
Call Chris(tina) Langridge (07927 339102)
or email chrisl@tinytalk.co.uk for details
Why baby sign?
Because babies have so much to say!

Moving Images, Changing lives
A 5 week course for teenagers aged
11-16yrs, to explore the Christian faith
through film and discussion.
Every Thursday 7:30pm
10th January – 7th February 2013
New House, 10 Corneville Road, Drayton
Contact Revd Rebecca Peters for more information

01235 531374 or rev.stpetersdrayton@gmail.com
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YOUR LETTERS (extra)
An Invitation – Mulled Wine & Mince Pies

The Drayton Chronicle team would like to invite anyone who
is interested in finding out more about how the Chronicle works
and to see if they would like to volunteer in any small way.

On Friday 14th December, between 6.30pm & 9.30pm, there
will be a social evening with mulled wine and mince pies at the
Caudwell Day Centre (Gravel Lane).

It will be possible to chat to people who are involved in the
many varied cogs that make up the Chronicle wheel. You need
make no commitment, just come along and see if it might be
for you.

Kay & Gareth Davies
{Ed’s note – if the said mince pies are home-made by Kay,

well worth a visit just for them!!}

Electrical Problems?   Call

ROBERTS
ELECTRICAL

Domestic ●  Commercial ● Industrial
 Electrical Hard Wire Testing
 Domestic Electrical Reports
 Landlords Certificates
 Portable Appliance Testing
 Re-wires Full or Part
 Extra Power or Lighting Points
 Electrical Showers Complete
 Security Lighting, Fire & Intruder Alarms
 Low Energy Lighting Installations
 Data & Telephone Wiring
 TV & Home Entertainment Installations
 Heating Controls and Wiring

Office: 01235 528800    Mobile: 07786 930463
Windy Ridge Court, Milton Road, Drayton, Abingdon OX14 4EZ

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS

ART STEEL WORKS
Fabrication/Welding
All Style of Gates

Angle Iron Posts For Chain Link.
Handrails & Railings.

: 01235 819999   Mob: 0788 0980 425
artsteelworks@aol.com

THOMAS & JARVIS
BUILDERS

EST 1962
01235 531334
07885 308334

email: thomasandjarvis@hotmail.co.uk
EXTENSIONS RENOVATIONS MAINTENANCE
DECORATING DRIVEWAYS PATIOS FENCING

THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE

Drayton 2020 – Update – Richard Williams
The Steering Group and the four working groups:- Look and

Feel, Transport, Sustainability, and Work & Play, have all been
active over the last month. Records of their meetings are being
kept, and minutes and/or meeting notes are added to the village
website (under the Drayton 2020 sub-heading). Members of the
public are welcome to attend any of the Steering Group meetings,
which are held at the Caudwell Centre in Gravel Lane, although
please note the Dec 14th meeting will be in the Village Hall.

Meetings are usually held fortnightly on Friday evenings,
although 14th December will be the last in 2012. The first meeting
in 2013 will be on 11th January. For practical reasons, the working
groups have been held in people’s houses, but anyone is welcome
to join a working group at any stage by forwarding their name to
the Parish Clerk, David Perrow. Contact details for David may be
found at the end of this month’s Parish Council report, page 9.

The Parish Council expects that in the New Year, if not before
(**), it will begin to receive formal applications to build houses in
Drayton. With this in mind, a draft set of criteria for dealing with
planning applications has been drawn up, and developers will be
expected, in line with national housing policy, to explain how they
intend to make their development ‘sustainable’. What this means
is, that since all new house-building has an impact on, for
example, the amount of traffic added to local roads, the number of
extra school places needed etc., the developer should contribute
towards the upgrading of local services and facilities required to
support the new housing. There are various mechanisms in place
by which these contributions can be secured, and Daniel Scharf is
investigating these and putting together a ‘viability’ report. This
will assess the nature and level of contributions that the village
might realistically expect to obtain.

Separately, the Steering Group is working on a ‘visioning’
process which, as a first step, aims to produce an ‘artist’s
impression’ of how a new village centre might look. Information
from all four of the working groups will feed into this project, and
there is some way to go before the picture is complete, but it is
hoped that by Jan/Feb 2013, we will have created a village centre
plan that can be put to the wider village for consultation and
further discussion. At the same time, each working group has now
devised its own topic-related plan of action, based on a series of
detailed objectives that it wishes to achieve. These plans are, and
will remain, flexible, but we are following the advice of ORCC
(Oxfordshire Rural Community Council), whose services the
Parish Council has agreed to engage as project consultant, that we
should proceed with a Project Plan and have at least a tentative
long-term timetable in place.

Anyone who signs up to draytontwentytwenty@gmail.com
will be kept in touch with developments by email, and information
is continually being added to the village website. Efforts are being
made to reach younger residents in various ways, through
DAMASCUS, via the school, and hopefully, in the New Year, by
making use of social media such as Twitter and Facebook. There
is a long way to go, but we have made a constructive start and a lot
of effort is being put in by our hard-working volunteers. Thanks
to one and all for your help.

=============================================
And, late news (**), one major (& swift) development has been

the planning application to build 160 houses in South Abingdon,
east of Drayton Road; if this development goes ahead it will have
a big  impact on traffic between Drayton and Abingdon,
particularly at the Ock Street bridge junction. Drayton Parish
Council has already OBJECTED to the proposed development,
and you can see this response on the VWHDC website.  Abingdon
MP Nicola Blackwood arranged a public meeting about the
proposal, and doubtless more news will be forthcoming in the
New Year.
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PARISH COUNCIL (Nov 5th)
Four members of the public and both of Drayton’s County

Councillors, Mike and Marilyn Badcock, attended the meeting as
well as the Parish Councillors.

The meeting heard from Gary Hibbins and his colleague Ryan,
about a number of youth work initiatives that are going on as part
of the DAMASCUS Youth Project. These include working with
young people ‘on the streets’ and advising and mentoring them on
issues around drugs, alcohol and other ‘problem’ behaviours. A
parallel project is aimed at youngsters in School years 6 and 7, that
is, the period of transition between primary and secondary school,
which can prove a difficult time for some young people. Similar
issues are covered, but acknowledging the importance of peer
group pressure in this age group, or with teenagers generally, the
young people are helped with ‘people skills’ and encouraged to
become ‘young leaders’ who can then go on to mentor their peers
and steer them away from possible trouble and into more positive
directions. The Parish Council recognises the very valuable work
being done by DAMASCUS, and has recently renewed its support
grant to the youth group for the coming year.

Other substantial grants were requested by the Football Club for
refurbishment of the club house, and by the Village Hall towards
the cost of an extension which will provide more storage space.
The Football Club project is not as comprehensive as originally
envisaged, but will provide a much needed new female toilet and
some patio doors at the side of the building, looking out onto the
sports field. It was pointed out that the club house is not just used
by members of the football club, but by a youth group on Monday
evenings, and it is hoped that with the planned changes, it can
become a much more widely used community resource. Mike
Badcock said that there is an OCC fund available for projects that
are demonstrably beneficial to the village, and the Football Club
was therefore eligible to apply for this. The finance committee has
approved the grant to the Village Hall, and will also support the
Football Club’s application if OCC funding is not available. >>

Just  Grass
Weekly / Fortnightly

Lawn  Mowing  Service

Tel:  01235  553468 Mob:   07921 102100
General Garden Maintenance
Hedge Cutting -   Tree Work

Julian Cook. 43 Sutton Wick Lane, Drayton

newington nurseries
lovely plants and pots for the

garden
at unbelievable prices!

newington  nr stadhampton  oxon  ox10 7aw
www.newington-nurseries.co.uk

01865 400533

FORTHCOMING Police ‘Have Your Say’ :-
Sunday Dec 16th, 11.30 am (to noon), All Saints, Sutton

Courtenay, (Sandra Syphas); Thurs Jan 10th, 2pm (to 3),
Costcutter, (SC) also with Sandra. For more info re your local
neighbourhood team, call the (new) non-emergency number 101

EVERLAST
Roofing & Building Services

New Roofs • All Flat Roofs • Tiling & Slating • Demossing Chimney
Repairs & Pointing • Facias & Guttering • All Repairs • 24/7 Call Out

No job too small
Drayton Based Company

01235 532273 • 07553 911258

Manor Close, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JD

Thames Travel have now responded to complaints about the lack
of capacity on the X2 bus service in the early mornings and
evenings, particularly as regards children travelling to and from
school in Didcot. Double-decker buses have now been provided,
as was the case previously with the Oxford Bus Company. The
Parish Council has been in contact with Thames Travel and has
backed up the parents who complained, but clearly most credit for
resolving this situation goes to the parents who raised the issue
with the bus company in the first instance. As with the protest over
OCC’s provision of free school buses, and the issue of a ‘safe’
walking route to Abingdon, this shows that if the community puts
its mind to it, it can get unjust or illogical decisions overturned.

As part of its celebrations for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, the
Parish Council arranged for the Village Cross at the western end
of the High Street (opposite the Wheatsheaf) to be cleaned, and for
a new plaque to be added to mark Queen Elizabeth II’s diamond
jubilee, matching the one on the other side, re Queen Victoria’s
diamond jubilee in 1897. The project is described in more detail
on page 6, but anyone passing by the memorial is invited to stop
and take a look for themselves.

To end with, a seasonal reminder that around the village,
pavements and pathways have in several places become part
obstructed by adjoining hedges and trees which have overgrown.
If you as a householder are responsible for any of the latter, it
would be much appreciated if you could arrange to have the
offending foliage trimmed back.

To contact any members of the Parish Council, all enquiries
should be directed to the Parish Clerk, David Perrow, in the first
instance. David may be contacted by telephone on 07909 176061,
or via E-mail at draytonclerk@yahoo.co.uk, and he will ensure
that any messages are passed on.

Any Drayton resident may also ask to be added to the Clerk’s E-
mailing list, so that they receive prior notice of meetings and any
relevant documents. In addition, all Parish Council minutes are
now archived on the village website: www.drayton-near-
abingdon.org. The latter also carries back copies of the Drayton
Chronicle and details of other events in the village.

The next Parish Council meeting will be on Monday 3rd

December, at 7.30pm in the Caudwell Centre, Gravel Lane. As
always, all are welcome.

Try a class for FREE!

Fun-filled award-winning music and movement
classes for kids from 0-7.  Classes for babies,

toddlers and family groups in Steventon Village Hall.
----------------------------------

www.musicforlife.info sarah@musicforlife.info
Call Sarah Whittle on 01235 832034
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The HOLLY & the IVY
Holly (Ilex aquifolium) and ivy (Hedera helix) conjure up all that

is traditional and festive. Both evergreen plants are native to most
of Europe and western Asia, despite their Christmas connotations,
they’re very useful and versatile plants.

Holly is a fantastic health indicator of an ecosystem. It’s
regarded as a ‘pioneer species’, as it will establish itself before any
other plants in an area that has been devastated by flood, fire,
deforestation, etc.  As a tree, holly can get to a height of some 10
metres in time and its lifespan can be 100 years or more. It’s a
slow-growing plant, untidy in habit whilst young but improving in
appearance and habit with age. Planted in a group, it will make a
good hedge although taking time to establish. Otherwise, holly can
be used for topiary, clipping shrubs into a shape to suit.

Holly produces inconspicuous white flowers during the spring
months and these are followed by brightly coloured berries (on
female plants only) from late summer, lasting well into the autumn
and early winter. The flowers are a nectar reservoir for bees and
butterflies whilst the berries are an important food source for birds
and small mammals. Not until the frosts have softened the fruit
will the berries be eaten; prior to a cold snap, they’re like little
bullets!  In addition to offering sustenance to our wildlife, holly is
a natural guardian for mammals and birds. Thrushes, in particular
but not exclusively, favour holly shrubs and trees for nesting as the
prickly foliage provides protection against predators whilst deer
use areas of woodland which have become dense and tangled
holly warrens as a sanctuary from danger and harm.

In order to get berries on a female plant, a male plant has to be in
the vicinity. If space doesn’t allow in the garden, opt for the self-
pollinating Ilex aquifolium J C van Tol (a non-prickly variety) or I.
aquifolium Pyramidalis (spiny leaves). Ilex Nellie Stevens (a fast
grower) also has a tendency to self-pollinate and produces berries.
Otherwise, if there is room for 2 or more plants, go for both male
and female plants. For reasons unexplained, breeders gave
misleading names to their plants, eg Golden Queen is male but
Golden King is female so check plant labels carefully. >>

DANES/MACE STORE
Mon – Sat  5am - 8pm       Sun 6am -7pm

FOR ALL YOUR PAPERS
AND  MAGAZINES,

GROCERIES, FROZEN FOODS,
CARDS, OFF LICENCE  and

SAVOURY  SNACKS.
LINK CASHMACHINE AVAILABLE
LOTTERY TICKETS
In Store Bakery and

Freshly cut sandwiches
MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN

TEL: 01235 554813
                 Fax No:  01235 531217

Letters to the Editor You may request that your name &
address are not shown;  however we MUST have those details, &

phone number for verification.   NB Please also note that, although
we WELCOME submissions on a variety of topics, the Editor

reserves the right to shorten, clarify or reject any letter or supplied
text.

Osteopathy Didcot
Didcot Business Centre
Market Place
Didcot OX11 7LE

Osteopathy Abingdon
Saturn Fitness & Wellness
9 Peachcroft Shopping Centre
Lindsay Drive
Abingdon OX14 2QA

01235 519700 (appointments/enquiries)
jerryrodi@gmail.com

www.osteopathydidcot.co.uk
Jerry Draper-Rodi is a registered osteopath working in
Abingdon and in Didcot. He also teaches at the British
School of Osteopathy, London.
Osteopathy is a pain-free therapy effective in the treatment of
headache, neck and back pain, other joint pain, tendinitis
and colic amongst other things and is equally suitable for
adults, children and babies.

Ivy is also a valuable plant both in terms of its ornamental value
as well as its ecological benefits. People love it or hate it; its bad
press stems from planting rampant varieties left to their own
devices. However, it’s a highly useful plant that just needs to be
kept in check. Planting it against a house wall is not to be
recommended because its aerial roots will break through the
mortar but sited against ugly structures such as fences or sheds or
planted to grow through trees or pergolas, it will create natural
living screens (Frank Lloyd Wright supposedly said that “doctors
bury their mistakes, architects cover them in ivy”). The key is not
to let the plant get out of control so regular pruning is a must.

Ivy attracts wildlife like no other plant. Birds love to nest in its
dense foliage so prune only after the young birds have fledged. A
wide variety of insects feed on the nectar produced by the
greenish-yellow flowers which appear in dainty clusters from late
summer to late autumn. Bees are particularly attracted to the
flowers making ivy a vital autumn food source for this endangered
insect. Purple-black and orange-yellow berries follow the flowers
and ripen enough for the birds to devour in late winter when the
pickings are slim. Like holly, ivy will form dense clumps in
woodland environments, providing shelter and refuge for a variety
of birds and mammals including deer.

Hedera helix (English Ivy) is a bit more rampant than the
cultivars and is used primarily in amenity landscaping projects.
Hedera hibernica (Irish Ivy) is probably the one to avoid as it will
reach an uncontrollable height of 10 metres or more. For the
garden, Hedera helix Ivalace is a great choice for ground cover or
topiary. It gets to just a metre in height and produces dark and
glossy green, deeply-lobed leaves. To conceal a fence or shed, try
H. helix Glacier which grows to around 2 metres height-wise. The
leaves are grey-green, splashed with silver and cream. H. helix
Atropurpurea is a rather lovely plant whose green leaves in
summer turn to purple in winter. It will attain a height of some 3
metres.

Evergreen foliage at this time of year is rather uplifting when the
rest of the garden is in its winter dormancy. Use holly and ivy to
make natural decorations, hang them on front and back doors and
they will last well into January.

Anne Hendry
Newington Nurseries (on the A329 just outside Stadhampton)

Tel 01865 400533 or see website www.newington-nurseries.co.uk
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Drayton School Ana Gurl
School news … All the school children thoroughly enjoyed

book week in November where there were lots of activities going
on to encourage a real love of books and reading to develop.  This
culminated with a special day when all the children (and teachers!)
dressed up as their favourite book characters.  It seems that
children and parents had put lots of effort into some fantastic
costumes from Mr Strong of the Mr Men series, to Willy Wonka
of Charlie & the Chocolate Factory, and the little brown mouse
from the Gruffalo stories to name just a few.

On Children In Need day, they all had a crazy clothes day and
raised an excellent £130 – well done all!

The whole school community will be enjoying a Christmas treat
of a trip to the Watermill Theatre near Newbury to see a
production of ‘The Arabian Nights’.

Robins Class (Reception - Ms Spencer)
Robins would like to thank all the recent visitors they have had

in class.  They have had two babies brought in to class which
helped them learn about how to bath babies, what babies wear,
what they eat and things that they can’t do yet. They also had a
visit from Firemen of the Blue Watch at Abingdon fire station
during National Fire Safety Week which was enjoyed by all.

This term Robin class topic is ‘Let’s Celebrate!’. They have
already learnt about Bonfire night and Remembrance Day. Robins
have learnt about Guy Fawkes and made fireworks to display in
the classroom. They have learnt about Remembrance Day and why
it is important to remember the people who have died in the wars
as well as people that we know who have passed away and the
different ways we remember them.

They are currently learning about the Hindu festival Diwali and
have been recognising numbers on divas as well as trying Hindu
dancing with sticks!

At Christmas, Robins will be learning about the nativity and
look forward to putting on a production for parents and families in
Church. Drayton Preschool will be coming to watch them practice.

If you would like to volunteer in Robins’ class for a regular
slot to read with the children we would love to build links with
the community. Please ring the school (01235  531316) or pop in
for more information, ask for Miss Spencer. >>

Tonks Brothers
Funeral Directors
158 Ock Street, Abingdon,

 Oxon, OX14 5DL

Telephone: 01235 – 539444
24 Hour personal service
Dedicated chapel of rest
Pre-paid funeral plans available
Memorials Supplied

Golden Charter
Funeral Plans

Puffins Class (Year 1 - Miss Bowerman)
Puffins are continuing with their topic  ‘Is it a bird? Is it a

plane?... No it’s Superpuffin!
Puffins have been writing superhero speech bubbles/splats and

have come up with some interesting work. They’ve also been
looking at Bonfire Night celebrations and as part of this have
created their own poems.

Puffins have been learning about shapes, and have enjoyed
creating lots of different Rangoli patterns.  And they’re now
learning lots of new songs for the Christmas performance.

Ravens (Year 2 -  Mrs Raven)
Raven class walked from school to St Peter’s Church to look at

the war memorials both on the gate and inside church.  This was
just before Remembrance Day and the children drew some really
lovely pictures of the memorials and of poppies.

The children had fun doing firework and bonfire dances in PE
on November 5th, as well as learning about the history of Guy
Fawkes.  They have started learning songs for the Christmas play,
along with children from Puffins.

Red Kites (Year 3 - Mr Collett)
Red Kites highlight has definitely been their school trip – a

fantastic day out at the Natural History Museum! All the
children (and staff) were excited about the prospect of such a
prestigious school trip and were talking about it for weeks
beforehand. They were certainly not disappointed. They saw
dinosaurs (skeletons and moving, roaring, life-size models),
mammals, reptiles, birds, fish and creepy-crawlies. There was a
classroom set up just for them where they handled polar bear,
gorilla, grey wolf and even dinosaur skulls and learned about their
teeth and eating habits. The highlight of the trip was undoubtedly
the blue whale hall where the children came face-to-face with the
largest animal that has ever lived. It was a fantastic trip and all
the children and staff had a wonderful day.

Kingfishers (Year 4 & 5 - Mrs Middleton and Mrs Kent)
Kingfishers are settling well into being year 4/5, and have

produced some excellent stories as part of this. These are in their
literacy books, up on the wall and in the children's Big Writing
Folders. The vocabulary in some of these is wonderful.
Kingfishers have also been writing letters to Bear Grylls as part of
their topic.  I wonder if they will get any replies?! Thank you very
much for help with Talk Homework, it really helps the children to
think about the Friday morning writing in advance. Please feel
free to come in and share them with your child, or if you would
prefer, come in nearer the end of the Bear Grylls topic and have a
look at a selection of the work the class has done. We shall send a
date out for this soon.

Eagles (Year 5 & 6 -  Mrs Duffy)
As part of their World War II studies, Eagles have been making

models of Dunkirk rescue boats out of cardboard.  In English they
have been working on writing biographies using their teacher as a
subject.  In PE they have been doing hockey to get some practice
in before some of the Eagles take part in the Vale Quicksticks and
In2Hockey Competition at Tilsley Park.  Good luck all!

The whole class will also have the opportunity to take part in the
Abingdon Partnership Primary School’s Gym Festival where they
will be able to have a go on Olympic gymnastics equipment.

FODSA (Friends of Drayton School Association)
FODSA would like to thank everyone who has helped and

supported us over the past year and we look forward to lots of fun
and exciting events in 2013.  We wish you all a merry Christmas
and a happy new year.
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WESTMINSTER VIEW
Ed Vaizey’s column (Wantage & Didcot MP, also he’s

Minister of Culture, Communications and Creative Industries)
Over recent weeks I've also received a massive number of emails

about the proposals to cull badgers in rural areas to prevent the
spread of bovine tuberculosis. I understand the feelings on both
sides - many people feel powerless in the face of a disease that has
cost the taxpayer £500m this decade and many others feel great
concern about taking such a drastic step. The Government has
therefore decided to pilot the scheme next year in areas of very
high concern and I will be carefully watching the results of these
pilots and the local reaction to it.

(Ed’s note :- one good question to ask – already stated by Govt
experts – would be why some areas of the country that have
badgers also have a cattle population with very low rates of TB?).

Another major campaign which has hit my mailbag this month
supports the proposals to force energy companies to move
customers onto the cheapest tariff suited to their circumstances. I
absolutely support these proposals as I believe they will lower
every family's cost of living - and help make sure everyone can
afford to keep warm during the winter. In a previous newsletter, I
mentioned the CAB as a source of advice, and now I’m reminded
that the Independent Advice Centre in Wantage is also a very good
place to go for reliable, impartial information on a wide range of
issues. Do you know of somewhere else in the constituency
where good advice is available that I can mention to readers?

Recently, the European Space Agency announced it would put
its telecommunications satellite monitoring work at its base in
Harwell.  Now, telecoms satellite monitoring might sound pretty
technical, and not something that impacts on our daily lives, but
the decision is part of a wider good news story.  The decision will
lead to 100 jobs, and also confirms that Harwell is now one of the
leading space research places in the UK, and therefore the world.

If you asked most people what a Government's policy for space
should be, they might assume it was putting men on the moon or
sending them to Mars.  As we haven’t done either in the UK, then
you might also assume we are nowhere in the 21st century space
race.  In fact, we have one of the largest space economies in the
world, worth £9 billion, and a lot of it is based in Oxfordshire.

Because space does affect our daily lives - whether it's TV
reception, satellite navigation in our cars, or mobile phone signals
and a host of other applications, all depend on space technology.
So I was delighted when the Chancellor announced recently that
he hopes to triple the size of our space economy from £9 billion
today to £30 billion by 2020 - that means more jobs and more
investment in Harwell and other parts of Oxfordshire.

I am also delighted to be able to tell constituents that the Post
Office is offering people on pension credit, Employment and
Support Allowance, or Incapacity Benefit 36 first and second
class stamps at last year’s prices.  The offer will continue until
Christmas Eve, so some constituents who are most in need will be
able to send season’s greetings for 14p less each time. Do enquire
at your local post office. >>>

YOUR COMPUTER TUTOR
One-to-one lessons in the comfort of your own home
for beginners upwards, from an experienced,
enthusiastic and patient local tutor.
 shop and sell online
 use email and  the internet
 set-up your computer to suit your needs
 organise your documents, photos and music
 create high-quality documents, posters & spreadsheets
 and much more…

Call Meryl on 07794 656607   meryl.tutor@live.co.uk

Come and enjoy traditional festive
lunches during December at

Newington Nurseries
Tuesday to Saturday

3 courses £24.95
newington  nr stadhampton  ox10 7aw (on the A329)

www.juicy-juicy.net      01865 400533
closed on Mondays except bank holidays

Party bookings now being taken

Telephone 01235 848074
Email info@theappleford.co.uk

Main Road, Appleford, OX14 4PD

Great pub food, cask ales, large garden, a warm welcome.
20% off your food bill with this advert (not with other offers)

Early Dinner Offer – 2 bar meals for £12 if ordered before
6.30.
Over 60s – Wednesday lunchtime offer, 2 courses for £5.95.
Closed Mondays but open Sundays 12-4 pm   (food 12 to 3pm).
Tuesday to Saturday from 12-2:30 & 5:30-11pm.

(lunch 12-2pm, dinner 5:30 to 8:30pm).

THAMES VALLEY FARMERS MARKETS – Fresh,
Quality produce, Locally produced, at a  Competitive price

(Buy directly from the producer)
DECEMBER  Dates

Abingdon (3rd Friday) –  21st   Didcot (2nd Sat) -  8th
TVFM news - ring 01235 227266 -   website Tvfm.org.uk

>> As we come to the end of an amazing year, I wanted to
wish all your readers a Happy Christmas and New Year.

I’m always aware of the many people who work so hard, across
the constituency and the country, to help make Christmas a truly
special occasion.  This year, as in every previous year I have been
an MP, I’ll be visiting all the local sorting offices to say a personal
thank you to all the postal staff who have the humungous task of
delivering all our cards and parcels.  With the rise of internet
shopping, that heap just keeps getting bigger!  Over the bank
holiday period, many others will be working in hospitals, on duty
with the police and fire services or keeping the electricity flowing
so we can cook our Christmas lunches.  Others still will be making
sure that some who might have had problems over Christmas are
better able to cope.  There are many more – far too many to list,
but they all make such a difference to the rest of us.

So, huge thanks to everyone who will be working for others
over the Christmas season, and a very happy and peaceful
Christmas to us all.

If you need to get in touch with me,  telephone 020 7219
6350, write to me, c/o House of Commons, London SW1A OAA,
or you can e-mail me on vaizeye@parliament.uk ;  the Website is
www.vaizey.com with up to date news and surgery details.
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ODDS & ENDS
HARD TIMES – BUT INVENTIVE ONES?!

(as seen on the website of the local Herald Series of papers)
THREE pensioners raised £25,000 in a matter of months to

completely revamp their village hall’s outdated kitchen.
Tea parties used to be a squeeze at Grove Village Hall and they

could only fit three people at a time in their 1960s kitchen.
Now, the Grove Village Hall committee team have doubled

their space, with a new refrigerator donated by the Women’s
Institute. The local Brownie Pack even bought them a toaster, and
committee chairman Ron Hill, 69, said: “To be able to raise that
amount of money and get the kitchen completed, when we started
fundraising in January, we are chuffed.”

The walls and floor were retiled, a new ceiling was put in, and
the boiler in the kitchen was replaced.

Mr Hill and hall secretary Norah Lunn started making calls to
raise funds in January. Within months they had managed to net a
£15,000 grant from Waste Recycling Environmental Limited,
£6,000 from the Oxfordshire Rural Community Council and
£2,000 from the Oxfordshire Community Foundation.

HAVE YOU TRIED OUR FREE RANGE EGGS?
SUTTON COURTEN AY

MIL TON

DRAYTON

STEVENTON

BROOK FARM

Brook Farm, Milton Road

OPENING HOURS
Mon to Sat - 9.00am to 1.00pm   Except Friday 9.00am to 6.00pm

FREE RANGE EGGS,  & POTATOES (if available)

       N. HAYCROFT PLUMBING
A complete Plumbing Service

-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Taps, Tanks, Ball Valves, Leaks,

Stopcocks, Burst Pipes, Pumps, Cylinders,
Immersions, Radiators, Basins, Sinks.

Installation of Washing Machines, Dishwashers,
Showers & Bathrooms

Over 30 years experience
All work fully guaranteed and fully insured

Tel : 01235 814739

FOSTER CARERS NEEDED

Foster carers combine a love and desire to help children with a
passion and dedication to providing the best possible care.

Could you foster? We need short term and long term foster
carers as well as carers who can just help out for weekends and
school holidays for children of all ages from babies to teenagers.

Foster carers receive a comprehensive training and support
package along with financial support.  We need a diverse range of
people with different skills and qualities to come forward so that
more children are placed in the right home, first time.

Log on to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/fostering
to find out more details or call 0800 7835724.

A.L.VICKERY & SON
5, THE GREEN, DRAYTON,  OX14 4JA

01235  531497
COOKSHOP – HOUSEWARES – DIY

ELECTRICAL TOOLS – GARDENING
LOCKSMITHS – KEYS CUT WHILE YOU WAIT
OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY,  9 to 5.30

CREDIT CARDS TAKEN
Park your car outside the Store

NOW STOCKING HOOVER BAGS AND PRE-PACKED COAL

TUESDAY LUNCHTIMES
Yoga & Martial Arts in

STEVENTON
No Experience necessary

Caroline Dendy
07714 896033

www.dendy.co.uk

TRAVEL HINT
Ed’s note – we managed a short break in November, in Spain,

meant flying from Gatwick at an unearthly hour, so we decided to
stay down there the night before. This isn’t a boast about being
able to get away for winter sun (slightly less wet there than here!
– and partly paid for with Tesco vouchers, other supermarket
schemes may be available!), but hopefully a money-saving tip.

Many hotels and B&Bs around Gatwick do a car-parking deal,
stay a night and leave the car for 8/15 days.  We found that the
Holiday Inn is extremely competitive, (has a huge car park to fill),
so much so that your week’s car-parking is essentially free. We
caught the special hotel bus at 5am (!) and were checked-in for
the flight before 5.15; the return for the car was efficiently done.

Yes, there are bus fares to pay, but still it’s an exceptional deal.
And their room rates have both room-only (if like us, too horribly
early for breakfast), and a B&B rate. Their restaurant was very
good, and the rooms were clean and tidy. And the room rate isn’t
that high, slightly more than some (much less than quite a few)
but the whole deal is well worth a look.

Drayton Window Cleaning Service
Est 1990 - we provide a friendly reliable service

Every 4-5 weeks - Free quote - no obligation
Craig Taylor  Tel: 01235 512881  Mob: 07778 661548

www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com
A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home.

Online payment is also welcome.
Other services include: Conservatory roof cleaning;
Fascias cleaning; Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out

Harmed by Crime or Bullying?
A new website (www.safeproject.org.uk) has been launched to

support young people aged 8 to 25 years old in Oxfordshire who
have been harmed by crime and bullying, and who are finding it
hard to recover from their experience. SAFE! works to help these
young people regain their confidence and sense of safety. The
project provides free individually-tailored support to help young
people cope with their feelings and to develop strategies to report
incidents. Anyone can refer to the project. To learn more please
visit the website or call (01865) 815 926.
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RECYCLE THAT WRAPPING!
WASTE RECYCLING CENTRES

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR
OPENING HOURS:

CHRISTMAS EVE    08:00 - 15:00
CHRISTMAS DAY    CLOSED
BOXING DAY    CLOSED

THURS 27th to SUN 30th  08:00 - 17:00
NEW YEARS EVE     08:00 - 15:00

NEW YEARS DAY CLOSED
WEDNESDAY Jan 2nd onwards -

NORMAL HOURS 8:00-17:00

=============================================

Home Helpers Care Ltd
The Office   25 The Nursery Sutton Courtenay Oxon OX14 4UA

Tel: 01235 848822    Fax 01235 848688
 (Established since 1993)

Providing Services in the South & Vale to:
Private Customers / Direct Payment Customers /

 Social Services Funded Customers / Independent Living Customers.
Comprehensive Range of Care Services incl Palliative Care

Day & Night Sitters : Meals : At home laundry
Shopping / Collecting Pensions / Paying Bills / Light Domestic Tasks

Call the team for further information 01235 848822

BENTON & BRYAN BUILDERS

For all types of building work
from a  reliable local company

Kitchens & Bathroom Extensions
Carpentry Alterations
Decorating Roofing
Plastering Brickwork

Tel: 01235 832513  Mobile: 07905 386150

Email: bentonandbryan@hotmail.co.uk

ARE YOU IN THE DARK ? If your streetlight isn’t
working, or wastes resources (on in the daytime), then please
REPORT it on the County Council free hotline 0800 317802
-   help them by giving the post number, or nearest house.

MISSED OUT ON YOUR CHRONICLE?
If your Area Agent is unable to deliver your Chronicle, you can collect a

copy from Vickery's shop in the week after normal delivery time.
Lawrence has very kindly agreed to keep a small stock for us.

JEFF’S DRIVING SCHOOL
COMPETITIVE RATES
CONTACT : JEFF COX

01235 – 202353
07866 – 903400

JC_OX14@YAHOO.CO.UK

Evenings:- RUNNING
Wednesday, 7:15pm in Drayton

Tuesday, 7:15pm in Sutton Courtenay
All levels welcome. 35-40 min run. Gentle jog for

beginners, intervals and building speed for intermediates.

UK Athletics affiliated jog leader.

Caroline Dendy 07714 896033
www.dendy.co.uk

FOR SALE
TOP QUALITY - BARN STORED

SEASONED HARDWOOD LOGS
£125 per load

(approx 1.25 cubic metres)
½ LOAD Available £70

Tel  Julian:-  07921 102100 / 01235 553468
Harvested from sustainable source

under the Woodland Regeneration Scheme

Sharman Roofing
new builds, re-roofs, extensions, guttering

GRP fibreglass flat-roofing
all work considered

for a free no-obligation quote
call Mark on

01235 538793
07979 791075

msharmanroofing@gmail.com
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NOTICE BOARD

FIRST TUESDAY CONNECTIONS
Are you feeling lonely, isolated or in need of some friendly

company?  Why  not come along to our monthly tea and chat
afternoons.  They are held on the first Tuesday of the month in
St Peter's Church Room from 3.00 pm to 4:30 pm and you are
invited to drop in during these times.

The teapot is always at  the ready and you can be sure of a
warm welcome. Our next dates are Dec 4th, Jan 8th, & Feb
5th.  If you need transport or further information  please give
me (Jean Hager) a call on 531558.

The Sitting Room
Quality British Made:

Sofas & Chairs, Recliners, sofa-beds, Lamps, Mirrors,
Gifts for the home, Occasional furniture,

Custom made Curtains, Full Re-Upholstery Service
Peter & Amanda  Welcome you to our showroom at

22 High Street, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JL
01235 531738 - www.thesittingroom.co.uk

Open 10-5 Mon-Sat

THAMES VALLEY ALERT
Thames Valley Police is committed to involving the community

in policing, by improving the flow of information between the
community and the Force, we can all make a greater impact on the
prevention and detection of crime and anti-social behaviour.

YOU are invited to sign up now to become a registered recipient
of police related information, crime alerts or witness appeals local
to your area; by email, text or telephone, it’s up to you!

Once registered you will not only benefit from two-way
messaging but also learn about local anti-social behaviour orders;
help identify suspected or wanted criminals, or learn about
community groups, events or meetings in your area. To receive
crime alerts and witness appeals local to you by email, voice or
text just register via  www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk

Grass Cutting Contract – Invitation to Tender
Tenders are invited for the grass cutting contract for Parish
Council owned sites in Drayton for the three years 2013-
2014-2015, 6 months each year, April-October. Own
equipment and insurance.

Further details on website:
www.drayton-near-abingdon.org/drayton-parish-council/

and by application to David Perrow, Parish Clerk:
email draytonclerk@yahoo.co.uk or
tel. 07909176061 (mobile)

Deadline for Sealed bids (only in envelopes
provided) is 31st January 2013

YOUR LOCAL COUNCIL CONTACTS :-
Parish (Clerk) David Perrow  (draytonclerk@yahoo.co.uk
                                          OR phone 07909 176 061)
District    (VofWH) Richard Webber (534001);
& Oxfordshire County Mike & Marilyn Badcock  (201810).

St.Peter’s Church, Drayton –
Christmas 2012

CAROL SERVICE – Sunday 16 December 4pm
Mulled Wine & Mince Pies will be served after the
Service.
CRIB SERVICE – Monday 24 December 4pm
MIDNIGHT MASS – Monday 24 December 11.30pm
CHRISTMAS DAY – Tuesday 25 December

8am Holy Communion
10am Family Eucharist with Carols

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS – Sunday 30th

   December 9:30 am (said) Holy Communion
CHRISTINGLE SERVICE
Sunday 20 January 2013 10am

All are welcome at every service.

LISTINGS
Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock (closed Mons) :- has the

Christmas exhibition of the Oxfordshire Craft Guild running
through December (ideal for that unusual present); if you can’t
reach Woodstock, OCG are also at the Old Fire Station in
Oxford, from Dec 4th (also not Suns).

Cornerstone, Didcot many Dec shows, too many to list here,
one highlight looked to be the Didcot Community Gospel Choir,
festive favourites on Dec 8th. Website :- www.cornerstone-
arts.org or call the box office on (01235) 515144.

Drayton Post Office
         Mon - Fri 9 - 5.30    Sat 9 – 12.30

& CONVENIENCE STORE
Open All Week 8 am – 10 pm

9, The Green, Drayton, OX14 4JA
01235 531359

CPPM ELECTRICAL
All Electrical work undertaken

24 Hour Service
Complete rewiring Pat Testing
Complete Shower Installations Landlord Certificates
New wall sockets Part P Approved
Lighting installations Switches
Fuse boards consumer units Fault Finding
Repairs Extra Telephone Points
Outside lights Security Lights
Appliance connections Extractor fans & hoods

www.cppmabingdonelectrical.co.uk
Tel 01235 554655

Mob 07756 353433
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DIARY FOR DECEMBER
All events held in Drayton Hall unless otherwise stated

To  book  Drayton  Hall call  Jane Pimm on  (01235)  531597
Sat 1 Murder Mystery! (Wantage Drama)
Sun 2 7.30pm Village Carol Service
Mon 3 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting (p9) Caudwell DC
Fri 7 Private Function
Sat 8 (2) Private Parties
Sun 9 Bowls (all day -  see p3)
Fri 14 Drayton 2020 – Steering Group (p8)
Sat 15 Sequence Dance – Xmas event
Sun 16 Drama Group Xmas performance
Mon 31 Sequence Dance – New Year’s Eve party
==============================================
And a reminder for January – Chronicle deadlines are Jan 14th
for normal items, and Friday 11th for adverts (thank you for
putting them in your diary!)

K. L. YATES BUILDERS
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING SERVICES

Extensions and Alterations
Property Maintenance

Kitchens and Bathrooms
Carpentry and Tiling

Call RICHARD for an estimate on
01235 531275 or mobile 07788 738248

The Beauty Spot
12 High Street Steventon

OX13 6RS
01235  833277

Email: gemma@thebeautyspot.info
www.thebeautyspot.info

OPI Manicures & Pedicures…Massage…
Lava Shell Massage…Bio Detox…Waxing…

Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting…
Dermalogica Facial & Body Treatments

Sienna X Spray Tan
*Monthly Special Offers…Evening appointments*

Gift Vouchers available.

DRAYTON ELECTRICAL
Free Advice and Quotations

Friendly Local Service
All works undertaken registered 17th Edition

All types of project undertaken,
no job too small

Ring:- 07825 526178

Printed by DATAPRINT, 11a West Way, Botley.

REGULARLY OCCURRING EVENTS
Weekly in Drayton Hall unless stated otherwise

MONDAYS
9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term) School Ground Bldg

 10.30 am Pilates (& 11.30)
2.00 pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours)
5.45 pm Beavers  (Boys / girls, 6–8 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon  Hall
6.30 pm Youth Zone (to 7.30 except Bank Hols)

   6.30 pm Table Tennis (New Players) School
7.00 pm Scouts  (Boys / girls, 8-10 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon  Hall
7.15 pm Drayton Wives Whist (3rd Monday) Caudwell DC
7.30 pm Parish Council (1st Monday) Caudwell DC
7.30 pm Table Tennis (Senior practice + playing 2 hrs) School
7.45 pm Bell-ringing (for 1½ hours) St Peter’s
7.45 pm Drayton Drop-In (to 8.45, except Bank Hols)
8.30 pm Badminton (Private Group)

TUESDAYS
9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term) School Ground Bldg
1.45 pm Drayton Art Group (until 4 pm) Caudwell Day Centre
3.00 pm First Tuesday Connections (1st Tuesday) Church Room
3.00 pm Junior Netball (for 1 hour) School
5.45 pm Zumba Fitness
6.00 pm Ladies’ Netball (for 1 hour) School
7.00 pm Pilates (& 8.00)
7.30 pm League Table Tennis (now every night to Fri) School

WEDNESDAYS
9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term) School Ground Bldg

10.30 am Pebbles (Baby, Toddler, Carer gp – p4) Church Room
11.00 am Mobile Library (Fortnightly, for 20 min) Haywards Rd
11.20 am Mobile Library  (Fortnightly, for 20 min) The Green Car Pk
2.00 pm Whist – now each week Caudwell Day Centre
2.00 pm Drayton Wives (Last Wednesday in the month)
2.15 pm Badminton
6.15 pm Brownies
6.15 pm Cubs  (Boys / girls, 8–9 yrs , Tel. 512834) Steventon  Hall
7.00 pm Junior Table Tennis, Age 9+  (for 1 hour) School
7.00 pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours)
7.30 pm Bingo Session Caudwell Day Centre

THURSDAYS
9.00 am Foot Clinic (1st Thurs) Caudwell Day Centre
9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term) School Ground Bldg
9.30 am Holy Communion St Peter’s Lady Chapel
9.30 am Parent & Toddler Group (NB  Term-time ONLY)
2.00 pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours)
7.30 pm Women’s Institute Meeting (2nd Thurs) Caudwell DC
7.30 pm Sequence Dancing.  Tel: 531701

FRIDAYS
9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term) Sch’l Ground Bldg

11.00 am The Friday Club (fortnightly) 202466 CaudwellDay Centre
7.00 pm Whist Drive (ACHLoFriends) Caudwell Day Centre

SUNDAYS
8.00 am Holy Communion  St Peter’s

10.00 am Sung Eucharist (Family Service 2nd Sunday) St Peter’s
11.15 am Family Time (1st Sun) Baptist Church

6.00 pm Evening Service Baptist Church
7.30 pm Zumba Fitness

IF this edition of the Chronicle hits your doormat in time (so
perhaps Sat Dec 1st? – many of our volunteer agents do deliver
their round very quickly)  give a thought to getting into the
Christmas Spirit early by visiting the Carol concert at the Hall on
Sunday evening, Dec 2nd.

Also, ‘team Chronicle’ has got a bit depleted lately -  so please
do consider coming along to the mince pies and wine evening (see
page 8 for details).

And once again, Merry Christmas and a very Happy, Healthy
and Peaceful New Year.


