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DRAYTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Ever wondered what YOUR Parish Council does, or met YOUR councillors?  

Then come along to the ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY. 
7.00pm on MONDAY 15th APRIL 2013 

at DRAYTON VILLAGE HALL 
Special Guest Speaker – Paul Mayhew-Archer 

Followed by the Parish Council Meeting. 

EVERYONE WELCOME – AIR YOUR VIEWS!  
 

 

APPRECIATING TODAY 
….. Last June we returned to the village - this time to Meads 

Close where we have been made most welcome and decided this 
will be our last move.  It is lovely to be welcomed back by so 
many people in Drayton even though we did continue to see many 
of them in Abingdon ….. 

 

   
How is the winter - and our discontent - 

fast banished by the shoots of coming spring! 

Editor’s Notes:  Above - My thanks to Janet and Dave Smith for 
their positive letter, printed in full on page 3, to Jane McWhirter 
and Janet Manning for the photos and my apologies to William 
Shakespeare for the misquotation! 

Below – Fans of Drayton’s Brian Thompson and the musicians 
who make up ‘Boulevard Swing’ can now listen to them on 
http://www.radiocherwell.com/page/listenlive on Sunday evenings 
at 22.00.  Better still, come to St Peter’s for their May concert, but 
be sure to book your tickets early – it’s always a sell-out!  

 

BOULEVARD SWING 
presents an evening of “easy listening” Swing 

    at and in aid of ST PETER’S CHURCH 
Saturday 11th May 2013 

7.30pm to 10pm 
Tickets £10 available from  

Vickery’s Hardware Store, Drayton Green. 
or by phoning Sue Harris 848361 or Val Cross 535183 

 
 
 
 

 

IMAGINING TOMORROW 
 

 
Members of the Drayton 2020 Steering Group puzzle over 

suggestions for making Drayton an even nicer village to live in.  
From the left: Chris Bone, Shirley Thomas, Kevin Arrowood, 
Chris Price, Richard Williams and Janet Manning. 

Editor’s Notes: The Drayton 2020 Steering Group, which has 
overall responsibility for producing our neighbourhood plan, 
meets on alternate Fridays at 19.00 in the Caudwell Day Centre.  
Its dates in March are 08 and 22 and members of the public are 
welcome to attend; you do not have to be a member of the Steering 
Group.  Read more about Drayton 2020 on pages 8 & 9. 

The Drayton 2020 team is very keen to have feedback on what 
they are doing, so do look at the ‘Visions for Drayton’ in the 
future which the working groups and the Steering Group have 
drafted – on page 8 - and send your comments or suggestions for 
improvements to draytontwentytwenty@gmail.com 

DRAYTON TWINNING 
The Drayton Twinning Society AGM will be on  

Tuesday 23rd April at 7:30pm  
At the Caudwell Day Centre. 

 Please feel welcome to attend and find out more 
about our twinning with Lesparre, Medoc in France 

Call Michael Bell - 531388 or Stephen Fearnley - 
531347 for more information 

- 
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CHRONICLE INFORMATION 
The next Chronicle will be the April issue:  

Editor: Tony Holmes, 53 Whitehorns Way (531180). 
Distributor: Helen Brasington, 1 Cheers Farm (534045),  

Deadline for advertisements: 17.00 on Friday, 08 March 2013 
Deadline for other contributions: 17.00 on Monday, 11 Mar 2013 
Printed copies available: Friday, 22 March 2013 

Key dates for the subsequent three Chronicles: 
 

Issue for Deadline for contributions: 
17.00 on Monday: 

Printed Chronicles 
available on: 

May 16 April 2013 27 April 2013 

June 14 May 2013 25 May 2013 

July 18 June 2013 29 June 2013 
 

NOTES for CONTRIBUTORS 
Contributions to and advertisements in the Chronicle are most 

welcome. Please be sure always to include your name, address and 
(in case clarification is necessary) telephone number.  Without names 
we will usually not print an item at all. 

However, please also note that the editor has to ensure that each 
Chronicle fits exactly into an even number of printed pages. The 
editor therefore reserves the right to place, edit, shorten or even reject 
contributions as required to achieve this.   

A contribution or advertising request can be sent to us in one of 
three ways: 

1.  The best is by email to editor@draytonchronicle.net.  Your 
contributions should either be embedded in your email as plain text or 
attached as a rich-text or Microsoft Word document!   

Requests for advertisements should not be emailed to the editor but 
to advertising@draytonchronicle.net.  Please note that they 
eventually need to be in Word format, 9cms wide and, for a single 
block advert, about 4.5cms high 

Please head your email and label any attachments with a name 
distinctive to you, not just ‘Chronicle’.  Also, make sure the editor or 
advertising manager acknowledges your email within a few days.  

2.  If you cannot send your contribution by email, send us a good 
quality paper version, using fairly large, simple black typescript, 
without underlining on white paper, A4 or smaller.  

3.  Finally, we do accept hand–written items.  However, in this 
case please write the names of people and places in capital letters. 
This does save a lot of mistakes.  

Paper contributions should either be placed in the Chronicle letter 
box (outside Vickery’s shop on Drayton Green) or posted to Vickery’s 
at 5 The Green, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JA.  

After the deadlines listed at the top of this page, only urgent items 
will be considered for inclusion and then only if emailed or delivered 
directly to the Editor’s house by the Wednesday following the 
Monday deadline.  

ADVERTISING RATES 
Charge for a single Block Advert (about 9cms x 4.5cms) 

           - - - - Number of Inserts - - - - 
 Advertiser Category:  1 3 6 12 
 Drayton Resident £5.00 £14.00 £25.50 £48.00  
 Non-Drayton Resident £6.00 £17.00  £31.50 £60.00  

Double-size adverts are charged at twice the above rates. 

 All advertising MUST be paid for up-front, either in cash 
or via a cheque made payable to ‘The Drayton Chronicle’ 
and placed in the box at or sent to Vickery’s. 

  If you wish to discuss your requirements please phone 
Stephen Fearnley, the Chronicle’s Advertising Manager, on 
531347 or email him at advertising@draytonchronicle.net. 

 

CHRONICLE LOTTERY 
Jean Barton, Hon Promoter 

 

RESULTS OF THE FEBRUARY LOTTERY 

Prize Ticket Winner Agent 

£25 170 Mr Loran, 4 Corneville Gerald Redman 

£20 2205 Mr Drysdale, 10 Lesparre Close Amanda Drysdale 

£15 1892 Mrs Booker, 23 Lyford Close Thom Wilson 

£10 1109 Karen Foreman, 12 Halls Close Ali Bone 

£10 2008 D Wadsworth, Drayton Rd Claire Soper 

£10 229 Mr Wilkes, 26 Corneville Gerald Redman 

£10 374 Mrs Edgington, 7 Greenacres Keith Clough 

£10 278 Geoff Caudle, 46 Church Lane Jean Caudle 

£10 632 Mrs Maillol, 90 Abingdon Road Kate Forrest 

£10 24 Mrs Johnston, 49 Abingdon Road Jayne Henderson 

We no longer use counterfoils. Instead, winning numbers from the 
1641 tickets sold last month were generated randomly using a 

computer, as for national premium bonds and in the national lottery 
 

 

DANES/MACE STORE 
Mon-Sat 5am-8pm  -  Sun 6am-7pm 

FOR ALL YOUR PAPERS 

AND  MAGAZINES, 

GROCERIES, FROZEN FOODS, 

CARDS, OFF LICENCE  and 

SAVOURY  SNACKS. 

LINK CASH MACHINE AVAILABLE 

LOTTERY TICKETS 
In Store Bakery and 

Freshly cut sandwiches 
MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

TEL:  01235 554813 
Fax No:  01235 531217 

 
 

HAVE YOU TRIED OUR FREE RANGE EGGS? 

 
Mon to Sat - 9.00am to 1.00pm   Except Friday 9.00am to 6.00pm 

FREE RANGE EGGS,  & POTATOES (if available) 
 
 

DISCLAIMER:  This Journal is published in good faith and 
great care is taken in its compilation. The organisers of the 
DRAYTON CHRONICLE, and its Agents, therefore accept no 
responsibility for OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for the validity of 
any ADVERTISEMENT, nor for any EFFECTS ARISING 
WHATSOEVER from the publication. 
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YOUR LETTERS 
Dear Editor, 
We wish to say how touched and comforted we were to receive 

so many cards, phone calls and lovely stories after the sudden 
passing away of our son Ben.  

Thank you, 
 Sue and Harry Ash, and Georgina, Benjamin's sister. 

 
Dear Editor 
Natasha came through her back operation thanks to the skill of 

the wonderful surgeons in the John Radcliffe Hospital children's 
unit.  She now has 2 rods in her back and over 20 bolts in her back 
and hips! (She had new hips five years ago). The scholiosis in her 
back caused one hip to dislocate, so she still has some pain but 
nowhere near as much, but she does have another operation to 
come. She is back at school and is her usual happy self, much 
more comfortable in her wheel chair now that her back is straight. 

Natasha will be 14 on March 3rd. She continues her schooling 
with PACE at Heritage House School, Chesham. PACE has 
secondary-age classes there and achieves miracles with mentally 
and physically handicapped children. They become ‘enabled’ and 
exude happiness, hope and joy in their achievements.  In the 
inspection in 2011/2012 the school received outstanding in all 
areas.  

Rosemarie and Alan Barlow, Derek and I are putting on a coffee 
morning and sale on Thursday, 11 April between 10 a.m. and noon 
in the Caldwell Day Centre. All proceeds to PACE so please 
come. 

Thank you everyone for your continued support. 
 Judy Henman 

 
Dear Editor 
We started married life in Whitehorns Way in March 1961, 

where we brought up our 3 children.  After attending Drayton 
School they went on to John Mason and have all done well in life, 
our youngest becoming a district nurse in Abingdon (she may have 
been out to some of your readers).  We left Drayton in 1993, 
moving to North Abingdon for 10 years, then South Abingdon for 
another 9 where we looked after parents in their later years. 

Last June we returned to the village - this time to Meads Close 
where we have been made most welcome and decided this will be 
our last move.  It is lovely to be welcomed back by so many 
people in Drayton even though we did continue to see many of 
them in Abingdon especially on a Monday. 

Little seems to have changed over the years apart from several 
small bungalows being enlarged and a few extra houses built.  At 
first we were a little alarmed at the amount of overhanging trees, 
branches and other greenery along the footpaths.  Thankfully most 
of these now seem to have been removed so walking around is so 
much nicer now.  Villagers, keep up the good work! 

 Janet & Dave Smith 
  

Award-winning restaurant in tropical environment 
at newington nurseries 

Lovely breakfasts, lunches and afternoon teas 
Roast lunches every Sunday 

Exclusive supper evenings throughout the year 
(booking only) 

newington nurseries  nr stadhampton  ox10 7aw  
see www.juicy-juicy.net for events taking place this year 

Tel 01865 400533 
 booking advisable – book online or by phone     closed on Mondays except Bank Holidays 

 

 

  Dear Editor, 
Our sympathies go to the families of Betty Richardson and Mary 

Burgess who sadly passed away in January. Both had been 
residents of Eastway Mobile Home Park, though Betty had moved 
to Manor Close several years ago. They will both be greatly 
missed by all who knew them.   

Yours sincerely, 
 Teresa Burnage and all at Eastway Park 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD NEWS 
 

Jane Pimm, who recently volunteered to take on bookings for 
Drayton Hall, now finds she cannot continue beyond March.  Ann 
Webb, who is chair of the Hall Management Committee and has 
dealt with the bookings herself for many years badly needs 
someone else to share the administrative load.  If you think you 
could do this for the village call Ann on 531418. 

 Derek Pooley 
 

                         
 
We send our thanks to Pauline Roberts who has been delivering 

Chronicles & selling lottery tickets in Lyford Close.  Pauline has 
decided to step down as agent and our thanks go to Thom Wilson 
who has taken this on. 

 Gareth Davies 
 

Creative Catering 
Westbrook Street, Blewbury 

Flexible and affordable catering for all your catering 
needs, including Weddings, Parties, Pig Roasts, Buffets, 

Funerals, Canapé Receptions and Business Lunches. 
SHORT NOTICE BOOKINGS WELCOME 

15 Years Experience 
For more information or menus please phone 

01235 850342 or 07743368373 
sheilaaustin@btinternet.com 

 
 

 

THE WHEATSHEAF 
 

 Austin & Geraldine 
welcome you: to enjoy 

 

Traditional Home Cooked Food,  
Fine Wines and  Beers 

In Friendly Comfortable Surroundings. 
 

Take away Fish & Chips:  
served Mon - Sat until 8pm 

 

Delicious Home Cooked Roast Lunch:  
Sunday 12- 3.30 pm  

Senior Citizens Lunchtime Menu  
Tuesday to Friday £6.50 including sweet  

Bookings :- call Gel or Austin (01235 531485) 
Drayton (on the village green) 
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ST PETER’S CHURCH 
Priest in Charge Rev’d Rebecca Peters…………531374 

Associate Priest Rev’d Rosie Bruce ...................... 525284 

Churchwardens Mrs Val Cross  ............................ 535183 
 Mr Colin Arnold  ......................... 531923 

Organist  Vacancy 
 

REGULAR SERVICES 
Sunday 8.00 am 

 
10.00 am 

  

 
 

Holy Communion (Common Worship - 
Traditional) 
Sung Eucharist (CW), except this month on 
Mothering Sunday, 10th March, when there is 
a non-Eucharistic Praise Service 

Thurs 9.30 am  Holy Communion (CW) in Lady Chapel. 
 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 
Wed 10.30 am Pebbles (term time only)  Church Room 
Monday 7.45 pm Bell Ringing Practice Bell Tower 
 

CALENDAR FOR MARCH 
Sun  3rd 3.00 pm Messy Church 
Tue 5th 3.00 pm First Tuesday Connections 
 
CHURCH REGISTER: 
 

Baptism: 
 20th January Indee-Rose May Tyler 

Funerals: 
 28th January Mary Nancy Burgess 
 1st February Benjamin Ash 
 

YOU STAY  -  WE PRAY:   MARCH 
3rd to 9th; Sutton Wick Lane,  Greenacres,  Newman Lane, 

Conifer Drive: 10th to 16th; Corneville Road,  Crabtree Lane, 
Lesparre Close: 17th to 23rd; Drayton Road,  Milton Road,  New 
Cut Mill,  Fisher Close,  Marcham Road,  Meads Close,  
Rippington Court,  Stone Hill: 24th to 30th; Steventon Road, 
Eastway,  Eastway MHP 

   
 

 
 

Tonks Brothers  
Funeral Directors 

158 Ock Street, Abingdon, 
 Oxon, OX14 5DL 

Telephone: 01235 – 539444 
 24 Hour personal service 
 Dedicated chapel of rest 
 Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 Memorials Supplied 

Golden Charter 
Funeral Plans 

 

 

LETTER FROM REV. REBECCA PETERS 
Dear Friends, 
Do you like Easter Eggs? I’m guessing 

that the majority of people, especially my 
2 year old daughter, would love the idea of 
eating lots and lots of chocolate. But 
chocolate Easter eggs are even better; 
maybe it’s the lack of chocolate over Lent, 
maybe it’s the looking forward to it, 
maybe it’s the wrapping or maybe it’s just 
the thought of those little mini eggs. They 
taste delicious.  

There is a verse in the Bible, in the Psalms, that says ‘Taste and 
see that the Lord is Good.’ In other words we can experience for 
ourselves the reality of God in our lives. God is alive and active 
today, answering prayers, transforming lives and difficult 
situations. Easter is a time when we celebrate that Jesus is alive, 
that he has conquered all that this world could throw at him, that 
he died and rose again, not just for us to go to heaven some day, 
but so that we can know his love, his healing, his restoration, his 
care, his goodness, his blessings upon us and his work in our lives 
today. Easter isn’t about just turning up to church service, but 
having a relationship with a living God here and now. Why not try 
praying, inviting God to speak to you or reading the Easter events 
in the Bible?  Why not ‘Taste and see that the Lord is Good’? 

If you would like to know more about Easter, do come to some 
of our different church services! There is an All-Age Easter 
celebration 10am 31st March, where there will be a chocolate 
Easter Egg Hunt.  Many other services can be found on our advert 
on page 14, on the website www.draytonchurch.org or by phoning 
01235 531374. 

Have a Happy Easter! Rebecca 
   

Home Helpers Care Ltd 
25 The Nursery Sutton Courtenay Oxon OX14 4UA 

Tel: 01235 848822 Fax 01235 848688 
(Established since 1993) 

Providing Services in the South & Vale to:  
Private Customers / Direct Payment Customers / Social Services 

Funded Customers / Independent Living Customers. 
Comprehensive Range of Care Services Including Palliative Care 

Day & Night Sitters: Meals: At home laundry 
Shopping / Collecting Pensions / Paying Bills / Light Domestic Tasks 

Call the team for further information 01235 848822  
 
 

 
 

Veterinary Surgery at Uptown Farm 
94a High Street, Sutton Courtenay 

Consultations by Appointment 
A dedicated and caring veterinary team – 24-hr emergency cover - 
Ample parking. A branch of our Small Animal Clinic with Hospital 

Facilities at 111–113 Park Road, Didcot, OX11 8QT 

Please ring 01235 814991 
www.larkmead.co.uk 

 

 
 

Hamel’s Memorials 
Memorial Masons / Stone Masons 

* Free Inscriptions on all 
New Memorials purchased.* 

Cleaning, Renovation, Re Fixing & Re levelling, 
Additional Inscriptions, Free Brochure. 

Visit us at Richs Sidings, Didcot, 

 Tel 01235 812222 
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Sabina' s 

BAPTIST CHURCH 
Church Secretary:  Mrs Jayne Henderson………..Tel. 522161 

REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICES 
        11.15 am    Presently only one morning service per month. 

A Family service on the first Sunday 
          6.00 pm   Evening Service. Traditional format. 

EVERYONE IS MOST WELCOME 
 

 
 Margaret welcomes you to 

 for your next hair appointment 

40 ABINGDON ROAD - DRAYTON - Tel. (01235) 531140 
Mondays & Tuesdays & Saturdays  

9.00am to 1.00 pm and 2.00pm to 5.00pm 
Wednesday closed all day 

Thursdays and Fridays  
9.00am to 1.00 pm and 2.00pm to 6.00pm 

Men now welcome at any time - so why not call in? 
Special rates for Pensioners and Free Car Parking 

 

 

Alice’s Nails and Beauty 
86c Abingdon Road, Drayton 

01235 523773  
Treatments include Acrylic nails, Spray tanning, Facials, Gelish, 

Manicures and Pedicures, waxing and more. 

½ price WAXING WEDNESDAY and £16 Tans on a Thursday. 
Hairdressing available 

Contact Alice at the salon for more information 
For full details including opening hours please visit website 

www.alicenailsandbeauty.co.uk 
 

 
 

Professional Beauty Therapy 
in a Relaxing Environment 

Sara Warwick VTCT 
07966 844409 

* Bio Sculpture Gel Nails * 
Massage (Swedish Body, Indian Head, Hot Stone) 

Fake Bake Spray Tan - Manicures - Pedicures 
Facials – Waxing – Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting 

Gift Vouchers Available 
 

 
 

JANET LYNN FOOTCARE 
Mobile Footcare services including nail trimming, treatment of 

corns, calluses, fungal nails & more in the comfort of your own home.  
Also available:- Paraffin Wax treatment, and Pedicures & Manicures 

 
Day, Evening and Weekend appointments available 

Janet Lynn   MCFHP  MAFHP 

 Tel :  07714 568115   www.janetlynnfootcare.com 

Fully Insured, and with a clear CRB check 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Beauty Spot 
12 High Street Steventon 

OX13 6RS 
01235 833277 

Email: gemma@thebeautyspot.info  
www.thebeautyspot.info 

OPI Manicures & Pedicures…Massage… 
Lava Shell Massage…Bio Detox…Waxing… 

Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting… 
Dermalogica Facial & Body Treatments 

Sienna X Spray Tan 

*Monthly Special Offers…Evening appointments* 
Gift Vouchers available. 

 
 
 

NOTICE BOARD 
 

YOUTH CENTRE CHARITY  Karen Tinson 
Applications are invited from any Youth Organisation in 

Drayton wishing to apply for financial assistance from the above 
charity. 

Applications must be received by 31st March 2013. All 
applications will be considered at the Charity’s meeting to be held 
in April (date to be confirmed).  

To request an application form please send an email to 
karen.tinson1@ntlworld.com or telephone 01235 531596 
 

PARENTPORT Diana Hastings 
ParentPort (www.parentport.org.uk) is a new website giving 

straightforward information on what you can do if you’ve seen or 
heard something in the media that is inappropriate for your 
children.  It might have been a programme on TV or online, a film, 
an advert, a video game or something in a magazine. 

ParentPort has been set up by 7 of the UK’s media regulators, 
including the BBC Trust, Ofcom and the Press Complaints 
Commission, to set and enforce media standards to protect 
children from inappropriate material. 

At ParentPort, parents can find out about the standards we 
expect from the media, make a complaint and share their views 
with us. 

There’s also advice on how to keep children safe online and 
what parents can do about other products like clothing and the 
display of magazines in shops 

 

 Suzy Willis & Associates 
 

MCSP  HPC 
 

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPISTS 
 

Old Lodge, Henleys Lane 
 

Drayton, OX14 4HU 
Tel   01235 531269 

Please ring for an appointment 
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ALL AROUND 
DRAYTON SCHOOL  Ana Gurl 

The children have enjoyed the recent snowy weather, which 
allowed them just a little extra time to play out in the snow - but 
mostly they have been hard at work.  In last month’s Chronicle we 
outlined the topics being covered in each class and some of the 
exciting activities which have been taking place to enhance the 
children learning; 

Robin’s ‘To Infinity and Beyond’, teaching them all about space 
travel and planets. 

Puffin’s ‘Destination Outer Space’, a similar journey. 
Ravens are still learning all about pirates. 
Red Kites are investigating ‘Where does our food come from?’ 
Kingfisher’s topic is the author Michael Morpugo and  
Eagles are looking at ‘Charismatic Critters’ 
They are continuing to work on these topics and here are a few 

further highlights: 
Kingfishers class (years 4 & 5) had a very enjoyable, but 

extremely cold, outing to White Horse Hill at Uffington. Due to 
the cold and the wind, sadly, no Adonis Blue butterflies were to be 
seen. These were the butterflies that covered the lion, carved out of 
the chalk hillside, in 'The Butterfly Lion'.  They also have a visit 
planned to The Cotswold Wildlife Park to spend time looking at 
the park from a conservation point of view, again directly related 
to 'The Butterfly Lion'. Let's hope it's a bit warmer! 
Eagles Class (years 5 & 6) thoroughly enjoyed their trip to the 
Natural History Museum in London. They invited parents   

 

Learn to Drive with your Local Instructor 
Fast friendly patient tuition 
Door to door home or work 

Evening and weekend appointments available 
Discount on pre-paid block booking 

 

PHILIP PULLEN 07733 360230 
email:phil.pullen@btinternet.com 

 

 

JEFF’S DRIVING SCHOOL 

COMPETITIVE RATES 

CONTACT : JEFF COX 

01235 – 202353 
07866 – 903400 

JC_OX14@YAHOO.CO.UK 
 
 
 

W.  J.  TAYLOR  &  SONS 
FORGE GARAGE 

HIGH STREET, DRAYTON 
Nr. ABINGDON, OXON OX14 4JW  

 

Car,  M/C  &  3-Wheeler 
M.O.T.  WHILE  YOU  WAIT  

CAR  -  Service and Repairs  
VINTAGE WEDDING CAR  HIRE  
Telephone   ABINGDON 531350 

 
 
 
 
 

 

New Year? New Tricks! 
Get up to speed on your computer with one-
to-one lessons from an experienced, friendly 
local tutor in the comfort of your own home 

 

Call Meryl on 07794 656607 
meryl.tutor@live.co.uk  

Your Computer Tutor 
 
 

   into their class for a series of PowerPoint presentations and 
talks to present what they had learned. 

A team of children from Key Stage 2 was finally able to 
compete against other local schools in the Vale In2Hockey 
competition at Tilsley Park.  This had been previously cancelled 
due to flooding and then freezing conditions so the children 
involved were very keen to finally have a go. Their efforts paid off 
as they did the school proud – getting into the semi-finals and 
being beaten there by just one goal! 

 

DRAYTON 1ST BROWNIES Annette Mitchell 
Congratulations to Yasmine and Grace who took their Brownie 

Promise and who are now part of our thriving pack! But we said a 
sad goodbye to Jessica and Gracie who have now left and we wish 
them all the best for the future. 

We celebrated our Thinking Day dressed up as different people 
from around the world and sharing different types of food from 
other countries. We remembered Melissa in Australia and we all 
wrote her letters about what we have been doing. 

Of course we did not forget Mothers Day either! The Brownies 
designed flower arrangements, bookmarks and cards to take home. 

We had a very special lady visit the Brownies who spends a lot 
of her time on film sets making up actors and actresses, some very 
famous ones too!! Jules Moore brought along some brilliant 
photos to share with us and also her suitcase of makeup to show 
the Brownies that the blood and horrible injuries they see on the 
film set is all made up, probably by her! So, much to the shock of 
some parents, a few Brownies went home with black eyes, cuts 
and grazes. They had a fabulous time and we would like to thank 
Jules for the time she spent with us.  

If you have a talent or hobby you would like to share with us 
please get in contact we would love to hear from you!  

We are an extremely busy Brownie group and at the moment we 
do not have any room until next year. But please put your 
daughters name down on our waiting list then she will get in 
sooner rather than later. Don’t wait until they turn 7! 

Meetings are held at Drayton Village Hall, on Wednesdays 
during school term from 6.15 – 7.45, meetings are open to all girls 
aged between 7 – 10 years old. 

Further details are available from: 
Ruth Hudson  Brown Owl 01235 205111 
Esther Deabill  Tawny Owl 01235 528502 
Annette Mitchell  Barn Owl 01235 555216 
 

 

Try a class for FREE! 
 

Fun-filled award-winning music 
and movement  

classes for kids from 0-7.  Classes for babies,  
toddlers and family groups in Steventon Village Hall. 

---------------------------------- 

www.musicforlife.info 
sarah@musicforlife.info 

Call Sarah Whittle on 01235 832034 
 

http://www.musicforlife.info/


March 2013 – page 7 

BOWLS CLUB  Roll up 
We start these notes with really sad news, with Jean (Mullins) 

losing her long battle with cancer.  Jean will be sorely missed; not 
only was she one of the top bowlers in the club, winning ‘The 
Ladies Singles’ on more than 10 occasions, representing the 
county on many occasions in various formats of the game, i.e. 
pairs, triples, fours, but most of all she would be the first to 
volunteer to aid any of the many functions held by the club.  She 
will be a great loss, and our sympathies are with Tony and his 
family at this sad time. 

On a brighter note ‘The Wasps’ are in a good position to retain 
the afternoon triple league.  With 6 games to play they have a 12 
point lead, but with 8 points at stake each game there is still a long 
way to go. ‘The Rollers’ are in 3rd place, still with an outside 
chance of getting to the top and 'The Hammers' are mid table.  In 
the evening league 'The Dynamos' have improved their position 
and are now around mid table. 

The first of the internal competitions got underway with 'The 
Wally Weightman Triples';  4 teams made it through to finals day.  
The ‘rose bowl triple’ leagues Monday and Wednesday have both 
started and will run through until May.  The next competition will 
be 'The Henry Bunce' handicap pairs this will take place on 24th 
February.  

DRAYTON WIVES  Gwen Price 
In January Josie Midwinter gave us a very interesting talk on 

Drayton School log books.  She had done a lot of research and had 
the log books in good order. They went back hundreds of years 
including a girl's school at Lime Close. All sorts of things were 
included in the log books; when the child started, the names of the 
teachers, their absences especially at times when they were needed 
to help on the land.  
 

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES 
Stephen R. Matthews 
16 Frilsham Street,Sutton Courtenay 
Oxfordshire OX14 4AZ 
Tel: 01235 848163  
Mobile: 07796 532356 
All kinds of work undertaken, including: 
• garden clearance and restoration 
• fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning 
• hedge cutting, rockeries, turfing 
• fencing and landscaping. 
 
 

 

Southey Garden Solutions 
Everyone can have a beautiful garden. 

Frustrated with your garden? 
Need it to be something it’s currently not? 

Want to do it yourself but not sure where to start? 
Garden Design and Consultancy Services 

Find out more with no commitment. 
Sara Southey                            07860 454514 

www.southey-garden-solutions.co.uk 
 

newington nurseries 
Specialists in beautiful orchids and 

mature garden plants 
Come and be inspired! 

newington  nr stadhampton  oxon  ox10 7aw (on the A329) 
see www.newington-nurseries.co.uk for events taking place this year 

Tel 01865 400533 

closed on Mondays except Bank Holidays 
 
 

 

DRAYTON TELEVISION 
SERVICES 

Digital TV aerials installed Extra aerial points 
Satellite Sky or Freesat Repairs 
TV tuning and programming New TV Sales  
Television Wall mounting FREE ESTIMATES 

Telephone: 01235 531451 
 
   Many of the children were very poor. Later on there was a 

school building in High Street and opposite there was some land 
where the pupils could grow vegetables.  A new school was built 
at Hilliat Fields in the twentieth century. No detailed log books 
were kept later but there were lots of more recent photos of present 
day Drayton School. The talk created a lot of interest as most 
people in the audience had some connection with the school either 
as a one time pupil, a parent, a grandparent a teacher or a helper. 
We were able to see the log books and photos which created many 
reminiscences. 
DATES for March: 

Mon 11th  COFFEE: Eileen, Pam, Rosemary 
Thurs 14th  WALK: in the Blewbury area. 
Mon 18th WHIST:  Helen 
Mon 27th  TALK:  About the Shakey Islands, in New 

Zealand, given by Gill Carey  
 

A.L.VICKERY & SON 
5, THE GREEN, DRAYTON, OX14 4JA  

01235  531497  
COOKSHOP – HOUSEWARES – DIY 

ELECTRICAL TOOLS – GARDENING 
LOCKSMITHS – KEYS CUT WHILE YOU WAIT  

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY, 9.00 to 5.30 
CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 
Park your car outside the Store 

NOW STOCKING HOOVER BAGS AND PRE-PACKED COAL 
 

 

     Drayton Post Office 
         Mon - Fri 9 - 5.30    Sat 9 – 12.30 

& CONVENIENCE STORE 
Open All Week 8 am – 10 pm 

9, The Green, Drayton, OX14 4JA 
01235 531359 

 

 

The Sitting Room 
Quality British Made: 

Sofas & Chairs, Recliners, sofa-beds, Lamps, Mirrors, 
Gifts for the home, Occasional furniture,  

Custom made Curtains, Full Re-Upholstery Service 
Peter & AmandaWelcome you to our showroom at 
22 High Street, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JL 

01235 531738 - www.thesittingroom.co.uk 
Open 10-5 Mon-Sat 
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DRAYTON 2020 
STEERING GROUP REPORT Richard Williams 

The four original working groups: Look and Feel, Transport, 
Work and Play, and Sustainability, with the recently added 
Housing Working Group, have all generated a lot of ideas and 
produced working papers as a basis for further discussions. Each 
was asked to draft a ‘vision statement’, summarising what it was 
trying to achieve and these in turn led to an ‘overarching’ vision 
statement. These are: 

 

 Leading to a draft overall vision:  
‘Drayton 2020’s aim is for Drayton village to be home to a 

thriving working community that is strongly linked to its 
environment and to its neighbours. Drayton should be a place 
that has its own identity, in which any future development 
adds to the quality of life of all of Drayton’s residents’. 

 

Housing is expected to be the most contentious issue facing the 
village in the near future and some residents will have noticed 
surveying activity going on in a couple of sites, but it should be 
emphasised this is nothing to do with Drayton 2020.  Moreover, 
no site, whether for housing or any other type of use, e.g. 
recreational, will be formally identified in the Plan without prior 
consultation with the village as a whole. However, the Steering 
Group feels that we now need to speak to landowners to see what 
sort of development, if any, they are likely to support. Some of 
them put up specific sites last year for ‘screening’ as part of the 
Vale’s Interim Housing Supply Policy. These sites are still ‘on the 
table’ although the IHSP was abandoned, and the Steering Group 
wishes to investigate any other potential site which might be put 
forward for development in the foreseeable future. The main 
landowners in Drayton have all been contacted.    

 

FOR SALE 
TOP QUALITY - BARN STORED 

SEASONED HARDWOOD LOGS 
£125 per load 

(approx 1.25 cubic metres) 
½ LOAD Available £70 

Tel: Julian: 07921102100 / 01235 553468 
Harvested from sustainable source  

under the Woodland 
Regeneration Scheme 

 

 

  Although the Drayton 2020 team believes that properly 
planned development could bring many positive benefits to the 
village, there will undoubtedly be residents who are not convinced, 
and some who would rather not see any new development (at least 
not new housing) in Drayton at all.  

For those who see our Neighbourhood Development Plan as 
unwelcome, it is worth asking what would happen if we did not 
have a Plan. The only thing we can be sure of is that not having an 
NDP would not remove the pressure to take housing.  Central 
government is insisting that more houses be built, and rightly so; 
new housing starts have been woefully low under governments of 
all political persuasions for far too long, which is one of the 
reasons we have a chronic housing shortage in the UK, coupled 
with absurdly high house prices which push the chances of buying 
a house almost beyond the reach of most first-time buyers.  

The Vale does not have a 5-year housing supply, which is a 
requirement under planning law. It also does not have a current 
Local Plan in place. These last two factors mean that almost any 
site in the Vale which is available for development, could also be 
vulnerable to speculative and/or predatory planning applications.  

Drayton’s Housing Needs Survey identified a need for some 
smaller properties, 1 and 2 bedroom, not to the exclusion of larger 
properties, but at the moment, developers’ preference is often 
weighted in favour of ‘executive’ homes because these tend to be 
more profitable. What would seem to be needed is more balance, 
so that at one end of the scale, there are affordable properties for 
those getting onto the housing ladder; while at the other end, 
smaller properties are available for people whose families have 
grown up and left home and who are currently living in properties 
which are too big for them. Some of these people would like to 
stay in the village but downsize; yet they cannot do so because the 
smaller properties do not exist. We also know that family sizes are 
getting smaller, and more adults, whether by choice or necessity, 
are living on their own than ever before. This means that we have 
to build more houses, in effect, just to stand still. Not everyone 
wishes to live in large towns and cities, and although these will 
take the bulk of new housing, it is unrealistic to expect them to 
take it all.  The view of the Drayton 2020 team is that it is 
pointless to resist all development, but that a Neighbourhood Plan 
will help us to resist inappropriate development and give local 
people - residents of Drayton – a say in what sort of housing we 
take and where. The housing may be necessary for its own sake, 
but we hope that it will bring other improvements to the village 
with it, and this column will say more about the other aspects of 
the Plan next month.  

 

SP COURIER SERVICES 
‘MOVING ASSISTANCE’ 

 

House – Flat – Apartments – Office 
FURNITURE MOVED / TRANSPORTED 

Ebay COLLECTIONS - DELIVERIES 
Tel 07721 679487 & 01235 524589 

Look & Feel  To create a cohesive and coherent look and 
feel to the overall plan for the village that 
helps integrate the residents and gives 
Drayton a real identity. 

Transport 
 

To make it easier for all residents of the 
village to travel in and around, and stop in 
the village more safely and easily and 
improve transport links to surrounding towns 
and villages. 

Work and Play To promote and enhance work and leisure 
facilities in Drayton to meet the needs of all 
ages of resident, thus making the village a 
place where more residents can fulfil their 
requirements for living, work and play. 

Sustainability To ensure the long-term sustainability of the 
village, its buildings and its environment for 
benefit of future generations 

Housing To ensure that any housing development 
meets the needs of Drayton’s inhabitants, fits 
into the character of the village and ensures 
the viability and sustainability of the village 
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ART STEEL WORKS 
Fabrication/Welding 

All Style of Gates 
Angle Iron Posts For Chain Link. 

Handrails & Railings.  

: 01235 819999   Mob: 0788 0980 425 
artsteelworks@aol.com 

  
  In the meantime, if you wish to be kept up to date with our 

progress, please contact the Parish Clerk via the Drayton 2020 
website:  draytontwentytwenty@gmail.com  Steering Group 
meetings are also open to any Drayton residents, and are held on 
alternate Friday evenings in the Caudwell Centre in Gravel Lane at 
7pm.  

The next Steering Group meeting after publication of this 
Chronicle is on Friday 8th March – and it would be great to see 
you there. 

 

2020 TRANSPORT GROUP   John Sheppard 

A34 Diverted again! 

 Standing Traffic & Pollution through Drayton!  
Speeding Cars & 30/40 Ton Lorries (soon to be 60 Tons if the 

EU has its way) Trundling through our Village damaging roads, & 
putting lives at risk! 

What will it be like in 2020? 
What can we do to stop this nonsense? 

• Reopen the Drayton Slip Road? 
• 20 mph Zone? 
• Weight Restrictions? 
• Traffic Calming Schemes? 
• More Pedestrian Crossings? 
• Larger Roundabouts? 

We would welcome your thoughts on this. If you have any 
please drop us a line to the Chronicle box at Vickery’s Store, 
or email us at draytontwentytwenty@gmail.com 
  

 

 
Specialist employment law services  

for businesses and individuals 
Contracts, Compromise agreements, Dismissals, 

Discrimination, Employment Tribunals, Redundancy 
Recommended by Chambers and The Legal 500 
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 

Call Jill Kelly 01235 861919 
www.employmentlawplus.com 

 

 
 

Bed & Breakfast 
 All rooms are en suite 

For more information 
Ring Glenn or Janet on 
01235 531457 or visit 

www.theredliondrayton.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

THE LITTLE BOOK OF BIG SCAMS Una McBreen 
Fraud costs the British economy £73 

billion a year and criminals use a number 
of sophisticated scams to try and snare 
victims. Thames Valley Police has 
recently produced a helpful booklet which 
aims to reduce the risk of becoming a 
victim of fraud. 

The Little Book of Big Scams, which 
includes a foreword from Esther Rantzen, 
includes sections on identity fraud, scam mail, door-to-door scams 
and internet scams. As well as details of different types of frauds, 
there are a number of helpful hints, case studies and 10 golden 
rules to avoid becoming a victim. 

The booklet also gives details on where to go to get help and 
how to report fraud if you do become a victim. 

It is available to download at: 
www.thamesvalley.police.uk/the-little-book-of-big-scams.pdf. 

 
 

Osteopathy Didcot  
Didcot Business Centre 
Market Place 
Didcot OX11 7LE 

Osteopathy Abingdon 
Saturn Fitness & Wellness 
9 Peachcroft Shopping Centre 
Lindsay Drive 
Abingdon OX14 2QA                    

01235 519700 (appointments/enquiries) 
jerryrodi@gmail.com 

www.osteopathydidcot.co.uk 
Jerry Draper-Rodi is a registered osteopath working in 
Abingdon and in Didcot. He also teaches at the British 
School of Osteopathy, London. 

Osteopathy is a pain-free therapy effective in the treatment of 
headache, neck and back pain, other joint pain, tendinitis 
and colic amongst other things and is equally suitable for 
adults, children and babies. 
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A J Taylor 
General Services 
 
01235 200954 or  07906 849524 
adrian.taylor6099@ntlworld.com 

• All aspects of removals and storage,  
plus house clearance welcome 
 

• All gardening jobs such as weeding, 
mowing, hedge trimming, removal of 
garden waste etc 
 

• Painting and decorating inside and out, 
including woodwork, fences and sheds. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

PENSIONS & INVESTMENT 

PENSIONS & INVESTMENT SPECIALISTS 
PERFECTING THE ART OF INDEPENDENT 
FINANCIAL ADVICE TO THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 

Suite C ° The Courtyard ° Lombard Street 
Abingdon ° Oxon ° OX14 5FG 

Tel:(01235) 522003 ° Fax:(01235) 527291 
enquiries@tacfs.co.uk 

Clients love our service standards. 
See what they say about us by visiting our web site: 

www.tacfs.co.uk 
Thomas & Co Financial Services is authorised and  

regulated by the Financial Services Authority. 
 

Quality Carpentry & Joinery 
 

All types of work undertaken including:  
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Built In/Fitted Wardrobes,   

Doors/Skirtings/Architraves, Shelving & Storage Units,  
Refurbishment & Restoration Projects 

General Maintenance & Handyman Work  
Call Steve On 07769 904909 

Honest ♦ Reliable ♦ Professional ♦ Hard Working 
 
 

 
 
 

All Plastering Undertaken 
• Plastering • Rendering • Dashing 

•Floor Screed • Tacking • 
Mobile: 07903 651435 
Home: 01235 535924 

 

GARD   Nick Thompson   
We are now approaching the time for production of the next 

Thames Water draft Water Resources Management Plan  
(WRMP14). It is only about eighteen months since the flawed 
2009 Plan was finally amended and approved by Defra after our  
successful challenge at the 2010 Public Inquiry.  

GARD’s consultants have been monitoring the subsequent 
research and the preparations Thames Water are making for their 
next draft and there is no doubt that GARD has had considerable 
influence. We will not know whether the new plan will include the 
Upper Thames Reservoir (UTR) until early April 2013, after the 
draft has been approved by Thames Water and Defra. However, 
the available evidence seems to point to the conclusion that, for 
this next plan, the additional demand for water will be met without 
the need for a major additional resource. The Thames Water draft 
strategy, which has been released, and will shortly be available for 
public consultation, also points to this deduction. In the short term 
this seems to be good news, but it is also evident that Thames 
Water will be seeking to create or develop a major new source of 
water to meet demand in their 2019 plan. The resource will have to 
cater for the additional needs of much of the South East. It is clear 
that the UTR will be a strong contender. 

The research needed for the Severn Thames Transfer schemes 
has not been completed, although it was forecast to be available to 
us last November. The continued absence of information seems to 
confirm that a major resource is not required for this next plan –
otherwise Thames Water would have had to do a detailed analysis 
of this option. Further research on conventional treatments of 
reused water is still in progress and if positive would represents 
another viable and sustainable option. 

 

AUTISM ALERT CARD SCHEME Paul Gregory 
An Oxfordshire Autism Alert Card is available free to anyone in 

the county with an autistic spectrum disorder.  It can be shown if 
the holder needs: 

Support from their contacts 
Help in difficult/stressful situations 
Help from police officers or other emergency services 
Help on public transport 
To explain about  autism   
It will also assist people to identify that they are dealing with 

someone with autism.  If presented with a card, please support the 
cardholder using the advice on the card and contact their named 
supporters. 

Thames Valley Police is arranging for all Police Community 
Support Officers [PCSO] to receive training this spring, in how 
best they might help people on the autism spectrum with whom 
they come into contact. 

The Autism Alert card is available free to anyone in Oxfordshire 
who has autism or Asperger's syndrome.  For more information 
call 0844 381 4484, visit www.autismoxford.org.uk or email 
alertcard@autismoxford.org.uk 
Stop Press: We have just learned that Drayton’s Karen Sharman, 
whose little boy, Arthur, is autistic, is taking part in the Good 
Friday triathalon at Radley College to raise money for OASIS 
(Oxfordshire Autistic Society Information & Support). You can 
support Karen on http://www.justgiving.com/karen-sharman 
 

Drayton Window Cleaning Service 
 Est 1990 - we provide a friendly reliable service 

 Every 4-5 weeks - Free quote - no obligation 
Craig Taylor  Tel: 01235 512881 Mob:07778661548 

www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com 
 A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home. 

Online payment is also welcome. 
 Other services include:  Conservatory roof cleaning; 
Fascias cleaning; Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out 

 

http://www.autismoxford.org.uk/


March 2013 – page 11 

PARISH COUNCIL  
Richard Williams 

Report of the meeting held on Monday 4th February 2013 

5 members of the public attended this 
meeting. Ken Oliver, who works for 
Wiltshire County Council as a Canal 
Officer, spoke about the Wilts and Berks 
Canal Trust and explained how the trust 
is committed to returning the historic 
waterway to a navigable state. The 
towpath will be restored to provide 
wildlife habitats, cycle ways and routes 
for walkers, along what could eventually 
become a long-distance footpath 
connecting three counties. The restored 

canal would re-establish an important link in the national 
waterways network, but as most Drayton residents will be aware, 
Thames Water’s plans to build a new reservoir west of Steventon 
have not gone away despite their original proposals being rejected. 
If the reservoir ever goes ahead it will inevitably affect the 
restoration of the canal, as a large section of the historic canal 
route passes through the proposed site. To cover that possibility, 
the Trust has been working with the designers of the reservoir 
scheme to provide an alternative route for the canal. As part of 
Drayton’s Neighbourhood Plan, the Drayton 2020 Steering Group 
have been looking at the existing footpaths and cycle ways around 
the village and considering how they might be improved or 
extended, and the canal project obviously links in with this. 

Simon Murray asked for the Parish Council’s help in getting a 
street light repaired. The light is located on the junction of 
Marcham Road and Whitehorns Way and evidently has not been 
functioning for some while. The junction is very dark at night and 
potentially dangerous for pedestrians. There appears to be a 
problem with the underground power supply cable, and 
Oxfordshire County Council is understood to be in discussion with 
Scottish and Southern Energy, who claim that the cable is not 
theirs. The Parish Council undertook to contact OCC Street 
Lighting for an update on the situation. 

It was noted that the Parish Clerk had arranged a meeting with 
the surrounding parish and town councils to discuss common 
issues (housing, transport, the reservoir etc) relating to 
neighbourhood planning. This meeting took place on 11th 
February and was attended by councillors from Sutton Courtenay, 
Marcham, Steventon, and Abingdon Town Council. There was a 
vigorous discussion of the issues and general concern was 
expressed over the Vale’s present lack of a Local Plan and the 
problems this was creating in regard to housing development. It 
was further noted that the proposed development of 170 houses in 
South Abingdon (south of Preston Road and east of the Drayton 
Road), though refused planning permission by the Vale, has now 
gone to appeal with the Secretary of State. Should the Vale’s 
refusal be overturned by central government this would not only 
have a considerable impact on Abingdon and the surrounding 
villages: it would, in Drayton 2020’s view, render the 
government’s commitment to the localism agenda worthless. The 
Vale invited comments on its website regarding the original 
application and these will be forwarded to the Planning 
Inspectorate for consideration at the appeal. If any other Drayton 
residents wish to comment on this development, they may still do 
so until 15th March 2013, either: 

- in writing, to The Planning Inspectorate, Room 3/13, Temple 
Quay House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6PN,  or 

- online at www.planningportal.gov.uk/planning/appeals the 
planning portal website:   

You should quote the appeal reference number:  
APP/V3120/A/13/2191911/NWF and, if you write, you will need 
to enclose 3 copies of your letter.  

Although this may sound a lot of effort, it is well worthwhile as 
local views do carry weight, and probably contributed to the 
Vale’s decision to refuse planning permission in the first place. 
The appeal will be heard at a public enquiry, the date of which has 
yet to be arranged. 

All enquiries for the Parish Council should be sent to the Parish 
Clerk, David Perrow, either to draytonclerk@yahoo.co.uk or by 
telephone on 07909 176061.  Any Drayton resident may also ask 
to be added to the Clerk’s emailing list, so that they receive prior 
notice of meetings and any relevant documents. In addition, all 
Parish Council minutes are now archived on the village website: 
www.drayton-near-abingdon.org, which also carries back copies 
of the Drayton Chronicle, information on Drayton 2020, and 
details of other events in the village.  

The next meeting will be on Monday 4th March 2013, at 
7.30pm, in the Caudwell Day Centre, Gravel Lane, Drayton.  As 
ever, all are invited to attend. 

 

Hazel Lee 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Free quotes 
07866 509683 

hazel.lee78@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

A. GIBBARD 
HIGH QUALITY INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

PAINTING AND DECORATING 
 

TEL: 01235 528342 MOBILE 07759 842388 
78 STEVENTON ROAD, DRAYTON 

 
 

 

Sharman Roofing 
new builds, re-roofs, extensions, guttering  

GRP fibreglass flat-roofing 
all work considered 

for a free no obligation quote 
call Mark on 

01235 538793 
07979 791075 

msharmanroofing@gmail.com 

 

EVERLAST 
Roofing & Building Services 

New Roofs • All Flat Roofs • Tiling & Slating • Demossing Chimney 
Repairs & Pointing • Facias & Guttering • All Repairs • 24/7 Call Out 

No job too small 
Drayton Based Company 

01235 532273 • 07553 911258 
Manor Close, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JD 
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DISTRICT COUNCIL  
Richard Webber 

A place you just drive through: 

Throughout the 1950s my family made 
trips from Worcestershire to Sussex to visit 
my grandparents. For some reason, I can 
remember a lot about those trips, mainly 
that they were long, boring and I suffered 
from severe car sickness. I remember 
making faces at the grumpy looking 
woman in the car that had just driven into 
the back of us outside the ‘new’ Harwell 
Research Station. I can remember the huge traffic jams in 
Abingdon.  I even remember the village (Steventon) with a 
beautiful green. Of Drayton I can remember nothing at all.  It was 
just one more featureless place we drove through on the way to 
Sussex.  Even today, Drayton is a village which most people just 
drive through on the way to somewhere else. Its most attractive, 
memorable features are hidden from the passing motorist.  It is a 
village rarely described as beautiful or memorable but it just 
happens to be the place where I have spent the last 38 years of my 
life. When we ‘long term’ residents are pressed, it is obvious that 
we have all grown to love and care for this drab little village in 
which we live. We would like to see it less drab and more 
noticeable, but above all, we would like to ensure its future for our 
children and grandchildren. We want the village, as far as possible, 
to be viable in its own right.  

The modern buzz word for this is:  
‘Sustainability’: 

No village the size of ours is ever going to be fully sustainable. 
To achieve it, we would need our own secondary school and 
enough businesses within the village to employ most of the adult 
residents.  We are always going to depend on Abingdon, Didcot, 
Harwell, Milton Park etc for schools, employment, power, waste 
disposal and so on. It is a fact, however, that if we were more 
sustainable, we would be less a place that people drive through 
and more a fully-functioning community than we are now. We 
have too little employment, and hence too many people driving to 
and from work elsewhere. We have no ‘real heart’ to the village, 
no central village green, too many under-occupied large houses 
and too few of the smaller houses that modern society needs.   

Making the village a place where more of its residents do not 
just live, but work, rest, play, grow old and yes, even die, is what 
sustainability is about. It does not mean vast amounts of extra 
housing – but it does mean acknowledging that modern day 
Drayton is far from ideal and there is much we could do to 
improve it.  That is why we are creating a Neighbourhood Plan.  
Noticeable Drayton: 

We may not be much to look at, yet.  However, Drayton and its 
Neighbourhood Plan are becoming the centre of attention in the 
District. We are the first, and so far the only, village to undertake 
one. Steventon, Sutton Courtenay, Marcham, Shrivenham, 
Watchfield and Kingston Bagpuize are all watching our progress 
closely. Neighbourhood Plans are a new idea under the Localism 
Act.  No-one knows how well they will work and exactly how 
much clout they will have but all those other villages have been 
subject to large scale planning applications in the past few months 
and cannot exert much influence. With its lack of five-year land 
supply, the Vale has found it difficult to refuse them. Kingston 
Bagpuize and Watchfield are due to grow out of all recognition. 
Where and how they grow is being decided by landowners and 
developers. To the enormous credit of Drayton’s landowners, this 
village has not been subject to such large scale applications. It is 
not that the village is against development, those involved in the 
Neighbourhood Plan accept that growth in Drayton is as inevitable 
as in all the other villages. However, the Neighbourhood Plan 
team is encouraging all landowners to talk to and engage with 

them. Those that choose not to do so, cannot be part of the plan.  
And remember that whatever our plan proposes has to be approved 
in a village referendum. 

Exciting times! 
richard.webber77@ntlworld.com; 01235 534001 

 
 

K. L. YATES BUILDERS 
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING SERVICES 

 Extensions and Alterations 

 Property Maintenance 

 Kitchens and Bathrooms 

 Carpentry and Tiling 
 

Call RICHARD for an estimate on 

01235 531275 or mobile 07788 738248 
 

 

THOMAS & JARVIS 
BUILDERS 

EST 1962 
01235 531334 
07885 308334 

email: thomasandjarvis@hotmail.co.uk 
EXTENSIONS RENOVATIONS MAINTENANCE 
DECORATING DRIVEWAYS PATIOS FENCING 

THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 
 

 
BENTON & BRYAN BUILDERS 

For all types of building work from a  
reliable local company 

Extensions, Alterations, Kitchens & Bathrooms, 
 Carpentry, Decorating, Patios, Plastering, 

Roofing, Brickwork and Plumbing 
MOB: 07905386150 
TEL: 01235 832513 

 
 

CPPM ELECTRICAL 
All Electrical work undertaken 

24 Hour Service 
Complete rewiring Pat Testing 
Complete Shower Installations Landlord Certificates 
New wall sockets Part P Approved 
Lighting installations  Switches  
Fuse boards consumer units Fault Finding 
Repairs Extra Telephone Points 
Outside lights Security Lights 
Appliance connections Extractor fans & hoods  

    

www.cppmabingdonelectrical.co.uk 
Tel 01235 554655 

Mob 07756 353433 
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N. HAYCROFT PLUMBING 
 A complete Plumbing Service 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Taps, Tanks, Ball Valves, Leaks, 
Stopcocks, Burst Pipes, Pumps, Cylinders, 
Immersions, Radiators, Basins, Sinks. 
Installation of Washing Machines, Dishwashers, 
Showers & Bathrooms 
Over 30 years experience 
All work fully guaranteed and fully insured 

Tel : 01235 814739  
 

 

          FAST AND AFFORDABLE  
07769745313 

SHEP_313@HOTMAIL.CO.UK 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

EMERGENCY CALL OUTS 
LEAKS, REPAIRS AND 

INSTALLATIONS 
DIDCOT – OXFORDSHIRE 

S A M  S H E P P A R D   
P L U M B I N G  A N D  H E A T I N G  

 

           
 

M. S. Lally 
Gas  Boi ler  Serv ice 

01235 848592     0796 7015 065 
Servicing and Repairs 
Systems Installed 
Boiler changes 
Systems Power Flushed 

85 Milton Road, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4BX 
 

 

Electrical Problems?   Call 

ROBERTS  
ELECTRICAL 

Domestic  Ï   Commercial  Ï   Industrial 
 

• Electrical Hard Wire Testing  
• Domestic Electrical Reports 
• Landlords Certificates 
• Portable Appliance Testing 
• Re-wires Full or Part  
• Extra Power or Lighting Points 
• Electrical Showers Complete 
• Security Lighting, Fire & Intruder Alarms 
• Low Energy Lighting Installations 
• Data & Telephone Wiring 
• TV & Home Entertainment Installations 
• Heating Controls and Wiring 

 

Office: 01235 528800    Mobile: 07786 930463 
Windy Ridge Court, Milton Road, Drayton, Abingdon OX14 4EZ 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS 

WESTMINSTER 
Ed Vaizey 

Many people across the constituency are 
involved in voluntary work, helping causes 
they value in lots of different ways.  The 
Charity Commission recently contacted me 
because they are looking for more people to 
become charity trustees, so if you are 
looking for a way to help others, why not 
consider contacting them?  Charities do a 
huge range of very important work and cover 
just about every conceivable interest, both locally and nationally 
so there is bound to be something to interest everyone.  You can 
see them all at www.charitycommission.gov.uk/ShowCharity.  
Many are very local; nearly 50 have ‘Abingdon’ in their name and 
about 10 have ‘Drayton’.  There are also charities such as Helen 
and Douglas House and Creation Theatre, which do great work for 
people in our constituency but are based just outside.   

There is more general information about what is involved in 
being a trustee at trusteesweek.blogspot.co.uk/p/becoming-trustee.  
It may not be as complicated or difficult as you think, so do have a 
look.  If you are interested, you might like to look at the trustee 
finder service (www.trusteenet.org.uk/jobs-search) which allows 
people to enter areas of interest and run a postcode search so they 
can find opportunities in their local area:.  If becoming a trustee is 
more of a commitment than you want to make at the moment, then 
why not consider volunteering with one of your local charities?   

With many constituents thinking about their summer holidays at 
the moment, I wanted to draw attention to two key changes which 
Parliament has recently agreed to the Air Travel Organisers’ 
License (ATOL) scheme.  The scheme is there to protect people 
against the risk of their travel company going bust; ensuring they 
can continue their holiday and return home safely if the company 
collapses whilst they are away; or providing refunds if they’re yet 
to travel.  The first change will widen protection and help people 
understand when they are protected.  Holidays known by the 
industry as ‘Flight-Plus’ are now included in the scheme, as well 
as traditional package holidays.  ‘Flight-Plus’ booking is one that 
includes a flight plus accommodation and/or car hire, so long as 
these separate parts of the holiday are booked with the same 
company and within a day of each other.   

The second change agreed by Parliament saw the introduction of 
the ATOL certificate; offering consumers greater clarity on how 
their holiday is protected.  Anyone who books an ATOL-protected 
trip will now receive an ATOL certificate from their travel 
company as soon as they make any payment. The certificate tells 
them what is protected, who is protecting it and what to do if 
something goes wrong.  I hope that both of these changes will help 
constituents to feel more confident that they are properly 
protected.   

As ever please feel free to contact me at the House of Commons, 
SW1A 0AA, 020 7219 6350 or  vaizeye@parliament.uk.   

Surgery details can be found at  www.vaizey.com. 
 
 

DRAYTON ELECTRICAL 
Free Advice and Quotations 

Friendly Local Service 
All works undertaken registered 17th Edition 

All types of project undertaken,  
no job too small 

Ring: 07825526178 

http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/ShowCharity/registerofcharities/mapping/Search.aspx
mailto:vaizeye@parliament.uk
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FOR MARCH 
All events are at Drayton Hall unless stated otherwise  
(To  book Drayton Hall call Jane Pimm on 531597) 

Regular Events are listed opposite 

Mon 04 7.30 pm Parish Council Caudwell Day Centre 
Mon 11 9.15 am Chronicle Lottery deadline Vickery’s  
  5.00 pm  Chronicle copy deadline Vickery’s box 
Fri 08 7.00 pm 2020 Steering Group  Caudwell Day Centre 

 

St Peter’s Drayton 
Easter 2013 

PALM SUNDAY - Sunday 24th March 
8am     Holy Communion 
10am   Dramatic Reading of the Passion Story  

CHILDREN’S WORKSHOP – Saturday 30th March  
10:30 am - 12 noon, Making Easter Gardens  

MAUNDY THURSDAY-Thursday 28th March 
9:30 am   Holy Communion 
7:30 pm   Foot/hand washing and Holy Communion 

GOOD FRIDAY - Friday 29th March 
10am  Ecumenical Service: Procession from the Baptist 
church, round the village, to St Peter’s church.  
Followed by hot cross buns in church room. 
2 pm - 3pm   Meditation in the church room.                     

EASTER DAY – Sunday 31st March 
8 am   Holy Communion 
10am Family Communion  
Followed by Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Coffee Morning 
at St Peter’s Church 

Saturday 16th March 
10am-12noon 

Cards and cakes for sale 
and a raffle 

proceeds to Children’s Society and  Church Funds 
If you have a Children’s Society box 

please return it on this Saturday 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

MISSED OUT ON YOUR CHRONICLE? 
If by any chance your Area Agent is unable to deliver your 

Chronicle one month you can collect a copy from Vickery's shop in 
the week after normal delivery time.  Lawrence has very kindly 
agreed to keep a small stock for us each month. 

REGULARLY OCCURRING EVENTS 
Weekly in Drayton Hall unless stated otherwise 

MONDAYS 
 9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 
 10.30 am Pilates Class – also at 11.30 am 
 2.00 pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours)  
 5.45 pm Beavers  (Boys / girls, 6–8 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon  Hall 
  6.30 pm Youth Zone (except Bank Holidays) 
 6.30 pm Novice Table Tennis Coaching School 
 7.00 pm Scouts  (Boys/girls, 8-10 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon  Hall 
 7.15 pm Drayton Wives Whist (3rd Monday)  Caudwell DC 
 7.30 pm Junior and Adult Table Tennis School 
 7.30 pm  Parish Council (1st Monday) Caudwell DC 
 7.45 pm Drayton Drop In (except Bank Holidays) 
 7.45 pm Bell-ringing St Peter’s 
 8.30 pm Badminton (Private Group) 
TUESDAYS 
 9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 
 1.45 pm  Drayton Art Group (until 4 pm) Caudwell Day Centre 
 3.00 pm First Tuesday Connections (1st Tuesday) Church Room  
 3.00 pm  Junior Netball (for 1 hour) School 
 6.00 pm  Ladies’ Netball (for 1 hour) School 
 7.30 pm Pilates Class – also at 8.30 pm 
 7.30 pm League Table Tennis School 
WEDNESDAYS 
 9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 
 11.00 am  Mobile Library (Fortnightly, for 15 min) Haywards Rd 
  11.20 am  Mobile Library (Fortnightly, for 20 min) The Cross 
 11.45 am Mobile Library (Fortnightly, for 15 min) LyfordClose 
 1.45 pm  Whist – now each week Caudwell Day Centre 
 2.00 pm  Drayton Wives (last Wednesday)  
 2.15 pm  Badminton 
 6.15 pm  Brownies 
 6.15 pm Cubs (Boys / girls, 8–9 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon  Hall 
 7.00 pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours) 
 7.30 pm League Table Tennis School 
 7.30 pm  Bingo Session Caudwell Day Centre 
THURSDAYS 
 9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 
  followed by lunch club and afternoon session 
 9.00 am     Foot Clinic (First Thursday)  Caudwell Day Centre 
 9.30 am Holy Communion St Peter’s Lady Chapel 
 9.30 am  Parent & Toddler Group (in Term) 
 2.00 pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours) 
 7.30 pm League Table Tennis School 
 7.30 pm  W.I. (2nd Thursday) Caudwell Day Centre 
  7.30 pm  Sequence Dancing.  Tel: 531701 
FRIDAYS 
 9.00 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 
 11.00 am Friday Club (fortnightly) 202466  Caudwell Day Centre 
 10.30 am Creation Station 
SUNDAYS  
 8.00 am  Holy Communion  St Peter’s 
 10.00 am  Sung Eucharist (Praise Service 3rd Sunday) St Peter’s 
 11.15 am  Family Time Baptist Church 
 6.00 pm  Evening Worship Baptist Church 

 

 

www.drayton-near-abingdon.org: 

       

Don’t forget that you can look up Parish Council minutes and 
past issues of the Chronicle, by visiting the village web-site. 

 
 

Printed by DataPrint,  
11a West Way, Botley, Oxford. 

Telephone 01865 243624 
 

BABY SIGN LANGUAGE CLASSES for 0-2 year-olds          
in Drayton Village Hall on Mondays, 1.15-2.15p.m.. 
Spring Term 2013 started on 7th January for 13 weeks. 

BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN. 
Come along and sign, sing and socialise over a cuppa! 
Contact Chris on 07927 339102 or email 
chrisl@tinytalk.co.uk for details. 

Why baby sign?  
Because babies have so much to say! 
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