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CHRONICLE TEAM 

MEMBERS HONOURED 
A special lunch was held on Saturday 19th October to celebrate 

the achievements of local residents who do voluntary work for the 

community.  Councillor Richard Webber nominated some of the 

Chronicle team to receive awards, Gareth Davies (Chronicle 

Coordinator), Derek Pooley (Editor), Tony Holmes (Editor), & 

Dave Lee (Editor).  Another Drayton nominee was Andrew Bax, 

Chairman of the Drayton Community Trust and Drayton 2020 

member.  Councillor Mike Badcock, Chairman of The Vale of 

White Horse District Council presented certificates to the 

nominees to acknowledge their commitment & contribution to the 

community. 
 

(Editor’s note: The above members of the Chronicle team are 

just the tip of the iceberg of the organisation that makes 

production of the Chronicle possible.  Other key members are 

Stephen Fearnley (Advertising Manager), Jean Barton (Lottery 

Manager), Keith Middleton (Treasurer), several Distributors who 

collect the printed copies from the printer, batch them, then 

distribute bundles of Chronicles & Lottery tickets to the homes of 

dozens of Agents who deliver to nearly one thousand homes. 

More pictures of the Community Awards Lunch, including two 

of our Distributors, are on Page 15). 

 

Derek, Tony, Dave & Gareth with their certificates 

 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR CHANCE TO PLAN OUR OWN FUTURE 

 

October 2013 Update Richard Williams 

Only a very short report this month – not because there is not 

much happening – on the contrary, Drayton 2020 is a positive hive 

of activity at the moment, with teams of people working on 

different aspects of the Draft Neighbourhood Plan, and preparing 

for the public consultation ‘Chilli evening’ in the Village Hall on 

Friday 18th October.  Unfortunately, the deadline for this 

November Chronicle falls a week before the event, so coverage of 

this event will be in next month’s Chronicle.  Writing in advance 

of the 18th, I can only say that we hope to get an excellent 

attendance, and to add that, as well as the ‘main event’ on Friday 

evening, it is planned that Radio Oxford will be broadcasting live 

from our Village Hall all through Friday afternoon, while an 

exhibition of the posters showing possible development sites will 

carry over into Saturday 19th October – for the benefit of anyone 

unable to make it on the previous evening. 

(Editor’s note: pictures of some of the Radio Oxford 

interviewees are on Page 14) 

A Steering Group meeting has been planned for Friday 1st 

November, at the usual time and place of 7pm in the Caudwell 

Centre, Gravel Lane, but no further meetings are scheduled at the 

present time.  This is because November is already a very crowded 

month, and our efforts will be concentrated on putting together the 

final draft of the NDP, which must be ratified and approved by a 

special meeting of the Parish Council on Wed 27th November.  It 

then has to be forwarded to the Vale by early December at the 

latest. 

Do make a note of these dates for your diaries, and if you wish 

to receive reminders of other Drayton 2020 meetings and events, 

please contact the Parish Clerk, David Perrow, via the Drayton 

2020 website:  draytontwentytwenty@gmail.com.  Alternatively, 

David can be contacted via E-mail at draytonclerk@yahoo.co.uk 

or by telephone on 07909 176061.  In addition, the agendas and 

minutes of all Steering Group and working sub-group meetings 

and many other documents relating to Drayton 2020, including 

maps, are now available on the village website:  www.drayton-

near-abingdon.org. 

DRAYTON 2020 RAFFLE WINNERS 

Who's Got No 182? Andrew Bax 

Two of the three winners in the Drayton 2020 Questionnaire 

raffle have come forward.  Now the hunt is on for the winner of 

ticket number 182. 

The winner of ticket number 881 is Jane McWhirter of 140 

Abingdon Road, pictured bottom left, with Mike, returning home 

from one of their twice-daily walks along Drayton's footpaths.  All 

being well, we will soon have a few more paths around the village 

for them to enjoy. 

Stephen Oleksiw, pictured bottom right, found he had ticket 

number 8.  He and his wife, Nikki, moved into their new home at 

7 Manor Close as recently as June, having spent the previous year 

building it themselves with the help of several local tradesmen.  

One section of the Questionnaire sought to measure the demand 

for self-build homes in Drayton and, having been through the 

experience and met all the environmental requirements, Stephen 

and Nikki can thoroughly recommend it.  Stephen was actually 

born in Drayton and went to school here, and has recently returned 

after a 16-year gap in Australia. 
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CHRONICLE INFORMATION 
The next Chronicle will be the December issue:  

Editor: Derek Pooley, 11 Halls Close (559454). 

Deadline for advertisements: 17.00 on Friday, 15 Nov. 2013 

Deadline for other contributions: 17.00 on Monday., 18 Nov. 2013 

Printed copies available: Friday, 29 November 2013 

Key dates for the subsequent two Chronicles: 
 

Issue for Deadline for contributions: 

17.00 on Monday: 

Printed Chronicles 

available on: 

Jan/Feb 20 January 2014 31 January 2014 

March 17 February 2014 28 February 2014 
 

Archive copies of the Chronicle are available on the Drayton 

website: www.drayton-near-abingdon.org.  The current copy will be 

available on or near the same date that printed copies are distributed. 

NOTES for CONTRIBUTORS 
Contributions to and advertisements in the Chronicle are most 

welcome.  Please be sure always to include your name, address and 

(in case clarification is necessary) telephone number.  Without names 

we will usually not print an item at all. 

However, please also note that the editor has to ensure that each 

Chronicle fits exactly into an even number of printed pages.  The 

editor therefore reserves the right to place, edit, shorten or even reject 

contributions as required.   

A contribution or advertising request can be sent to us in one of 

three ways: 

1.  The best is by email to editor@draytonchronicle.net.  Your 

contributions should either be embedded in your email as plain text or 

attached as a rich-text or Microsoft Word document!   

Requests for advertisements should be emailed not to the editor but 

to advertising@draytonchronicle.net.  Please note that 

advertisements eventually need to be in Word format, 9cms wide and, 

for a single block advert, about 4.5cms high 

Please head your email and label any attachments with a name 

distinctive to you, not just ‘Chronicle’.  Also, make sure the editor or 

advertising manager acknowledges your email within 2 or 3 days.  

2.  If you cannot send your contribution by email, send us a good 

quality paper version, using fairly large, simple black typescript, 

without underlining on white paper, A4 or smaller.  

3.  Finally, we do accept hand–written items.  However, in this 

case please write the names of people and places in capital letters.  

This does save a lot of mistakes.  

Paper contributions should be either placed in the Chronicle letter 

box (outside Vickery’s shop on Drayton Green) or posted to Vickery’s 

at 5 The Green, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JA.  

After the deadlines listed at the top of this page, only urgent items 

will be considered for inclusion and then only if emailed or delivered 

directly to the Editor’s house by the Wednesday following the 

deadlines.  

ADVERTISING RATES 
Charge for a single Block Advert (about 9cms x 4.5cms) 

(Please note that the charges for adverts placed on or after 1st 

January 2014 will be increased by approximately 20%) 

           - - - - Number of Inserts - - - - 

 Advertiser Category:  1 3 6 12 

 Drayton Resident £5.00 £14.00 £25.50 £48.00  

 Non-Drayton Resident £6.00 £17.00  £31.50 £60.00  

Double-size adverts are charged at twice the above rates. 

 All advertising MUST be paid for up-front, either in cash 

or via a cheque made payable to ‘The Drayton Chronicle’ 

and placed in the box at or sent to Vickery’s. 

  If you wish to discuss your requirements please phone 

Stephen Fearnley, the Chronicle’s Advertising Manager, on 

531347 or email him at advertising@draytonchronicle.net. 
 

CHRONICLE LOTTERY 
Jean Barton, Hon Promoter 

 

 

Candlelight Carol Service 
                                  Drayton Hall at 7.30pm 

                             Sunday 1st December 
           Music by Abingdon Town Band,  

     With Wallingford Hand Bell Ringers, 

             and Drayton Primary School Singers 
        Free mince pies, tea and coffee 

 Come and join us! 

 

Free admission      Collection for Action for Children 
 

 
 

K. L. YATES BUILDERS 
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING SERVICES 

 Extensions and Alterations 

 Property Maintenance 

 Kitchens and Bathrooms 

 Carpentry and Tiling 
 

Call RICHARD for an estimate on 

01235 531275 or mobile 07788 738248 
 

OXFORDSHIRE TILING SUPPLIES 

NOW OPEN FOR ALL TRADES PEOPLE 

AND PUBLIC 

OFFERING A RANGE OF ADHESIVES, GROUT, LATEX, TOOLS, 

MATTING, WATERPROOFING KITS, UNDERFLOOR HEATING 

AND A RANGE OF TILES ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

YOU CAN FIND US AT 4-5 THE QUADRANGLE, 

GROVE TECHNOLOGY PARK,  

WANTAGE, OX12 9FF 

0R CALL DAMIAN ON – 01235 364920 / 07842024765 

OPENING HOURS 

MON – FRI 8.00 – 17.30     SAT – 8.30 – 12.30 

RESULTS OF THE OCTOBER LOTTERY 

Prize Ticket Winner Agent 

£25 1659 M. Woodley, 25, Binning Close Cathy Norris £25 1036 Pauline Taylor, 22 High Street Ali Bone 

£20 701 Richard & Elaine Wade, Henley's Lane Andrew Bax 

£15 1232 Mr and Mrs McMinn, 12 Steventon Rd Judy Henman 

£10 1584 Mrs Haynes, 21 Lockway Christine Sadler 

£10 718 
Mark & Esther Deabill, 1A Henleys 

Lane 
Andrew Bax 

£10 1657 D McKenna, 47 Whitehorns Way Mirja Boyd 

£10 1409 D Lorenz, 216 Steventon Road Julie Lonsdale 

£10 1102 Teresa Bahu, 12 Halls Close Ali Bone 

£10 1594 Mr Pitts, 27 Lockway Christine Sadler 

£10 333 Mr Waddup, 17 Sutton Wick Lane Keith Clough 
Winning tickets, from 1723 sold, were randomly drawn by a 

computer (similar to the Premium Bond Draw) 
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ROAD CLOSURES 
HENLEY’S LANE 

Oxfordshire County Council has warned us of the closure of 

Henley’s Lane northwards from Gravel Lane for 100 metres from 

Monday 18th November for five days.  This is to enable drainage 

works to be carried out and there will access for works vehicles 

and emergency services only during this period. 

The suggested alternative route is via the B4017 and Church 

Lane 

A34 

The Highways Agency has given notice of refurbishment work 

on College Farm Bridge which carries the A34 over the local road 

at Beedon. 

For safety reasons, and to keep overall disruption to a minimum, 

the following proposed traffic management restrictions will be in 

place on the A34 in West Berkshire: 

 Monday 28 October (10pm to 6am) – Full overnight 

closure of the A34 northbound carriageway from M4 

Junction 13 

 Tuesday 29 October (10pm to 6am) – Full overnight 

closure of the A34 southbound carriageway between the 

A4130 Milton Interchange and M4 Junction 13 

 Tuesday 29 October to Thursday 14 November – 24 hour 

narrow lane running and a temporary 50mph speed 

restriction, and nightly lane closures 

 Friday 15 November (10pm) to Monday 18 November 

(6am) – Full weekend closure of the A34 southbound 

carriageway from the A4130 Milton Interchange to M4 

Junction 13 

 Friday 22 November (10pm) to Monday 25 November 

(6am) – Full weekend closure of the A34 northbound 

carriageway from M4 Junction 13 

The works are highly weather dependent and if work is unable 

to proceed on these dates due to poor weather, the closures will be 

rescheduled for January/February 2014. 

For further information regarding this scheme, please contact 

the Highways Agency Information Line on 0300 123 5000 or 

email them at ha_info@highways.gsi.gov.uk (available 24 hours a 

day, 7 days a week).  Alternatively please visit the scheme web 

page which will be available at 

www.highways.gov.uk/a34beedonbridge for up-to-date 

information on the scheme and traffic management arrangements. 
 

 xfordshire Advocacy 
We are looking for volunteers 
for our next training courses 

Oxfordshire Advocacy is an independent, 
confidential free service supporting adults in 
Oxfordshire to get their voice heard and their 

wishes taken into account. 

Volunteer advocates work with people needing 
support to: challenge decisions, uphold rights, 

attend meetings, make a complaint.  

If interested, our next training courses are:  

 Banbury on 14th 15th and 22nd November 2013 
and Oxford on 3rd 4th and 11th October 2013. 

For an informal interview, please contact: 
jacinta.sands@oadg.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 741200 
Website: www.gettingheard.org 

 

N. HAYCROFT PLUMBING 
A complete Plumbing Service 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Taps, Tanks, Ball Valves, Leaks, 

Stopcocks, Burst Pipes, Pumps, Cylinders, 

Immersions, Radiators, Basins, Sinks. 

Installation of Washing Machines, Dishwashers, 

Showers & Bathrooms 

Over 30 years experience 

All work fully guaranteed and fully insured 

Tel : 01235 814739 
 

 

 
We clean your oven… so you don’t have to. 

Do you wish that your oven looked as good as new? 
Does the thought of cleaning your oven fill you with dread? 

Have you been putting it off for a rainy day? 

Do you hate the thought of scrubbing for hours  
and still not being happy with the results? 

Then call today to have your oven, aga, hob,  
extractor or microwave professionally cleaned. 

Call now to book your oven valet. 

01865 326130 07711 445190 
E: tyronesmith@ovenwizards.com 

W: www.ovenwizards.com 
 

 

 

THOMAS & JARVIS 

BUILDERS 

EST 1962 

01235 531334 

07885 308334 
email: thomasandjarvis@hotmail.co.uk 

EXTENSIONS RENOVATIONS MAINTENANCE 

DECORATING DRIVEWAYS PATIOS FENCING 

THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

 

 

 

A.L.VICKERY & SON 
5, THE GREEN, DRAYTON,  OX14 4JA 

01235  531497 
COOKSHOP – HOUSEWARES – DIY 

ELECTRICAL TOOLS – GARDENING 

LOCKSMITHS – KEYS CUT WHILE YOU WAIT 

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY,  9 to 5.30 
CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

 

 

 

 

Park your car outside the Store 
 

NOW STOCKING HOOVER BAGS AND PRE-PACKED COAL 
 

mailto:ha_info@highways.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.highways.gov.uk/a34beedonbridge
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ST PETER’S CHURCH 

Priest in Charge Rev’d Rebecca Peters 531374 

Associate Priest Rev’d Rosie Bruce 525284 

Churchwardens Mrs Val Cross 535183 

 Mr Colin Arnold 531923 

Organist Vacancy 

REGULAR SERVICES 

Sunday 8.00 am 

10.00 am 

 Holy Communion (CW Traditional) 

Sung Eucharist (CW), except 3rd Sunday 

when there is a non-Eucharistic All Age 

Service. 

Thurs 9.30 am  Holy Communion (CW) in Lady Chapel. 
 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 
Wednesday  10.30 am  Pebbles (Term Time only) Church Room 

Monday  7.45 pm    Bell Ringing Practice Bell Tower 

CHURCH REGISTER 
Funeral 

4th October  Herbert James Prior 

Wedding  

5th October  Geoffrey Rowland and Katie Pullen 

CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 
Sun 3rd 3.00 pm All Souls Service 

Tue 5th  3.00 pm First Tuesday Connections Church Room 

Sun 10th 6.00 pm Royal British Legion Service of Remembrance 

YOU STAY  -  WE PRAY, NOVEMBER 
3rd to 16th Abingdon Road, Oday Hill, Binning Close, Haywards 

 Road 

17th to 23rd Sutton Wick Lane, Greenacres, Newman Lane, 

Conifer Drive  

24th to 7th Dec  Hilliatt Fields, Lyford Close, Manor Close, The Green 
 

 

DRAYTON ELECTRICAL 
Free Advice and Quotations 

Friendly Local Service 
All works undertaken registered 17th Edition 

All types of project undertaken,  
no job too small 

Ring: 07825526178 
 

 

Sometimes in life we all need a little help… 

 We understand that asking for that help  

can be scary but taking that small step  

can make life feel so much better 

From companionship to personal care, delivered 
with a smile and designed to make you feel  
special and in control we can be that help. 

Call Sarah now on 01235 828237 
info@sarahscarers.com 
www.sarahscarers.com 

 

LETTER FROM ST PETER’S Messy Church 
What is Messy Church? 

Messy Church is a growing movement around the world and 

currently numbers over 2,000 groups. 

A Church that uses hands on activities to explore bible stories 

and to reflect on God's creativity. It gives children and adults alike 

a chance to play together and have fun. 

The Values of Messy Church are: 

 Christ Centred   

 All Age   

 Creativity   

 Hospitality 

 Celebration 

Christians Together in Drayton have been running Messy 

Church in Drayton School since June 2012 on Sunday afternoons 

from 3-4.30pm. 

We meet periodically throughout the year and have recently 

celebrated Harvest.  Activities included planting bulbs, decorating 

cakes and making place mats as well as listening to, and acting out 

a bible story and worshipping together 

Our next Messy Church will be held on Sunday 8th December 

when we will obviously be celebrating Christmas! 

Anyone is welcome to join us by just coming along on the 

afternoon; however children do need to be accompanied by an 

adult. 

We always end Messy Church with afternoon tea and fellowship 

and would really welcome new members 

For further details contact : Claire Soper on 01235 531632 

 
 

The Sitting Room 
Quality British Made: 

Sofas & Chairs, Recliners, sofa-beds, Lamps, Mirrors, 

Gifts for the home, Occasional furniture,  

Custom made Curtains, Full Re-Upholstery Service 

Peter & AmandaWelcome you to our showroom at 
22 High Street, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JL 

01235 531738 - www.thesittingroom.co.uk 
Open 10-5 Mon-Sat 

 

 
 

 

     Drayton Post Office 
         Mon - Fri 9 - 5.30    Sat 9 – 12.30 

& CONVENIENCE STORE 
Open All Week 8 am – 10 pm 

9, The Green, Drayton, OX14 4JA 
01235 531359 

 

 

Learn to Drive with your Local Instructor 

Fast friendly patient tuition 

Door to door home or work 

Evening and weekend appointments available 

Discount on pre paid block booking 

PHILIP PULLEN 07733 360230 

email: phil.pullen@btinternet.com 

 



November 2013 – Page 5 

BAPTIST CHURCH 
Church Secretary:  Mrs Jayne Henderson…………..Tel. 522161 

REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICES 

        11.15 am     Presently only one morning service per month. 

 This is the Family Service, and is 

 on the first Sunday of each month 

          6.00 pm    Evening Service.  A traditional form of service 

                               frequently with guest speakers. Communion 

                               every second Sunday of the month 

EVERYONE IS MOST WELCOME 

 

LOCAL METHODIST WORSHIP 
High Street, Milton 

Sunday Service: 10.30 am 

Local contacts: Geoff or Jean Caudle, 531409 
 

 

FIRST TUESDAY CONNECTIONS Jean Hager 

Are you feeling lonely, isolated or in need of some friendly 

company?  Why not come along to our monthly tea and chat 

afternoons.  They are normally held on the first Tuesday of the 

month in St Peter's Church Room from 3.00 pm to 4:30 pm and 

you are invited to drop in during these times.  The teapot is always 

at the ready and you can be sure of a warm welcome.  Our next 

two dates are 5th November, and 3rd December.  PLEASE NOTE: 

At the December meeting, we will be welcoming a group of 

children from our village school to provide a great opening to our 

party with carol singing.  So, for this particular month only, we 

shall be starting at 1.45 pm.  If you need transport or further 

information please give me a call on 531558. 
 

SOBELL CHRISTMAS GIFT FAIR  

At RADLEY COLLEGE  

Saturday 23rd November 10am – 5pm  
Sunday 24th November 10am – 4.30pm  

* Over 60 stalls * Refreshments *Unique Gift Ideas  

Come and support  
 Sobell House Hospice Charity  
www.sobellhospicecharity.org.uk 

Charity number 1118646  

Entrance £5. Concessions £2.50 
 

 

The Beauty Spot 
12 High Street Steventon 

OX13 6RS 
01235 833277 

Email: gemma@thebeautyspot.info  
www.thebeautyspot.info 

OPI Manicures & Pedicures…Massage… 
Lava Shell Massage…Bio Detox…Waxing… 

Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting… 
Dermalogica Facial & Body Treatments 

Sienna X Spray Tan 
*Monthly Special Offers…Evening appointments* 

Gift Vouchers available. 

Electrical Problems?   Call 

ROBERTS  
ELECTRICAL 

Domestic  ●  Commercial  ●  Industrial 
 

 Electrical Hard Wire Testing  

 Domestic Electrical Reports 

 Landlords Certificates 

 Portable Appliance Testing 

 Re-wires Full or Part  

 Extra Power or Lighting Points 

 Electrical Showers Complete 

 Security Lighting, Fire & Intruder Alarms 

 Low Energy Lighting Installations 

 Data & Telephone Wiring 

 TV & Home Entertainment Installations 

 Heating Controls and Wiring 
 

Office: 01235 528800    Mobile: 07786 930463 
Windy Ridge Court, Milton Road, Drayton, Abingdon OX14 4EZ 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS 
 

 

 

 

 

THE RED LION 
GREAT RANGE OF REAL ALES, LAGERS,  

WINES and SPRITS, SOFT DRINKS, 

FRESHLY GROUND COFFEE 

OPEN FROM 11.30am to 11.30pm MONDAY TO THURSDAY 

11.00am to 12pm FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 

QUALITY TRADITIONAL PUB FOOD  

SERVED FROM noon to 2.30pm and 6pm to 8.30pm EVERY DAY 

GREAT FAMILY GARDEN 

AUNT SALLY 

GOULDY’S QUIZ EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT 

 

 

A J Taylor 
General Services 

01235 200954 / 07906 849524 

adrian.taylor6099@ntlworld.com 

 All aspects of removals and storage,  

plus house clearance welcome 

 

 All gardening jobs such as weeding, 

mowing, hedge trimming, removal of 

garden waste etc 

 

 Painting and decorating inside and out, 

including woodwork, fences and sheds. 
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YOUR LETTERS 

Dear Editor 

Jessie Drew (nee Midwinter) formerly of Lockway, Drayton 

sadly passed away on the 1st October at Bridge House, Abingdon 

aged 96 years. 

Beloved wife to the late Robert and a much loved mother, 

grandmother and great grandmother, Jessie had lived in Drayton 

for almost 45 years. Brian Drew 

Dear Editor 

We would just like to say congratulations to our daughter Nicola 

Haynes who has just been promoted to Lance Corporal within the 

British Army, well done! Julie and John Haynes 

Dear Editor 

I would like to, through The Drayton Chronicle, thank everyone 

who came and supported me on Saturday 28th September at my 

house for the ‘Macmillian Cancer Support World’s Biggest Coffee 

Morning’.  Thanks to all those people who visited to either enjoy a 

cuppa, cake and a natter, or simply donate money.  I raised a total 

of £180.00, which I am sure you will agree is a fantastic sum of 

money. 

So thanks again to you all. Annette Mitchell 

Dear Editor, 

Through the Chronicle we would like to say Well Done! to our 

daughter Georgina for organising a very successful Macmillan 

coffee afternoon on 22nd September.  The total raised was £350. 

Thanks to all of those who came along and to those who could 

not attend but still made donations, also to the generous people 

and local businesses who donated such wonderful prizes for the 

raffle. 

It was a lovely afternoon which hopefully can be repeated next 

year. Colin and Carol Arnold 

Dear Editor, 

We would like to say a huge thank you for all the kind 

messages, cards and support our family has had since our Dad, 

Mick Brown passed away on 21st September.  Your 

thoughtfulness and kind words have really helped us through this 

extremely sad time.  Dad always had very fond memories of his 

time in Drayton, especially The Red lion and Aunt Sally and his 

many old friends, many of whom were able to attend Dad’s 

memorial service on Friday 4th October at St Helens Church.  He 

would have been so touched that so many people that were special 

to him over the years were all there.  Thank you so much. 

Lucie, Sam and Jamie. 
 

DANES/MACE STORE 
Mon-Sat 5am-8pm  -  Sun 6am-7pm 

FOR ALL YOUR PAPERS 

AND  MAGAZINES, 

GROCERIES, FROZEN FOODS, 

CARDS, OFF LICENCE  and 

SAVOURY  SNACKS. 

LINK CASH MACHINE AVAILABLE 

LOTTERY TICKETS 

In Store Bakery and 

Freshly cut sandwiches 

MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

TEL:  01235 554813 
Fax No:  01235 531217 

 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 

ST PETER’S CHURCH 

SATURDAY 16th NOVEMBER 

10am to 12noon 

Homemade Produce, Mincepies Gifts, Jewellery,  

Cards, Raffle etc. 

Refreshments mincepies tea and coffee in the 

Church Room 
 
 

 

 

JANET LYNN FOOTCARE 
Mobile Footcare services including nail trimming, treatment of 

corns, calluses, fungal nails & more in the comfort of your own home. 
 

Also available:- Paraffin Wax treatment, and Pedicures & Manicures 
 

Day, Evening and Weekend appointments available 

Janet Lynn   MCFHP  MAFHP 
 

 Tel :  07714 568115   www.janetlynnfootcare.com 

Fully Insured, and with a clear CRB check 

 

 
 

 

Live in 24 hour care Support with daily living 
Day and night sitting Garden maintenance 
Social visits and Palliative care Light domestic help 
Hairdressing & Massage Therapy Respite care 
To find out more about how we can support you or a 
member of your family please contact our care team at: 

01235 848822/848877     07557 956397 
enquiries@homehelperscare.co.uk  www.homehelperscare.co.uk 

 
 

 

JEFF’S DRIVING SCHOOL 

COMPETITIVE RATES 

CONTACT : JEFF COX 

01235 – 203038 
07866 – 903400 

JC_OX14@YAHOO.CO.UK 
 
 
 

K Boswell Building Services 
Bricklayer and general builder. 
23 years’ experience. Fully insured. 

New builds, extensions, stonework,  
repointing, home improvements,  
patios, fencing.  
All jobs considered. Testimonials available. For your 
free, no obligation quote contact Kevin Boswell 

Tel: 07867785151 or email: kjboswell@sky.com 

 

mailto:enquiries@homehelperscare.co.uk
http://www.homehelperscare.co.uk/
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ALL AROUND 

DRAYTON WIVES Gwen Price 

Our September meeting was a talk and demonstration given by 

Angela Pawlyn.  She described the different stages from silk worm 

and their cocoons to strands of silk.  The different kinds of silk are 

light durable and warm.  We were able to handle different 

strengths of silk.  Angela had been spinninig and weaving for over 

30 years.  She brought her spinning wheel and her loom and many 

examples of her work.  It was an interesting afternoon. 

 

NOVEMBER DATES 

Thurs 7th, Walk from Oxford Garden Centre. 

Mon 11th, COFFEE:  Margaret W, Pauline, Irma. 

Mon 18th, WHIST:  Teresa Burnage 

Wed 27th, MEETING:  A talk and photos of St Petersburg 

given by Margaret Long  and Ann Hutchings. 

 

DRAYTON PRESCHOOL Laura Hughes. 

The new term at preschool has seen the children enjoying 

activities based on the changing seasons.  They love to spend time 

in the garden and we are planning a weekend of tree stump 

clearing and weeding over half term.  If you are able to help with 

this in any way (time, equipment, or resources that we can make 

use of), do please get in touch.  The children are also busy making 

things to sell at the Christmas Fayre which is planned for late 

November, more details to follow! 

Our next intake will be in January 2014.  If you have a child 

aged between 2-4 years and would like to arrange a visit or put 

their name on our waiting list, please contact Nadine on 01235 

536094 or email draytonpreschool@btconnect.com.  Preschool has 

a website http://www.draytonpreschool.co.uk/ which has lots of 

useful information, and we also have a Facebook page which is 

regularly updated so please visit and ‘like’ us for the latest news. 

Do you shop online?  Why not help raise funds for preschool by 

registering with www.easyfundraising.org.uk and shop with big 

names via their site, including Amazon, Boots, Mothercare and 

Waitrose, at no extra cost to you!  Search for Drayton Preschool 

Playgroup. 

 

 

Sharman Roofing 
new builds, re-roofs, extensions, guttering  

GRP fibreglass flat-roofing 
all work considered 

for a free no obligation quote 
call Mark on 

01235 538793 
07979 791075 

msharmanroofing@gmail.com 

 

Hazel Lee 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Free quotes 
07866 509683 

hazel.lee78@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 

 

Bed & Breakfast 

 All rooms are en suite 

For more information 

Ring Glenn or Janet on 

01235 531457 or visit 

www.theredliondrayton.co.uk 

 

 

 

SP courier services 

 “MOVING ASSISTANCE” 

House – Flat – Apartments - Office 

FURNITURE MOVED/TRANSPORTED 
Ebay COLLECTIONS - DELIVERIES 

Tel 07721 679487 + 01235 524589 
 
 

EV ERLAST  
Roofing & Building Services  

New Roofs • All Flat Roofs • Tiling & Slating • Demossing Chimney 

Repairs & Pointing • Facias & Guttering • All Repairs • 24/7 Call Out 

No job too small 

Drayton Based Company 

01235 532273 • 07553 911258 
Manor Close, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JD 

 

 
 

W.  J.  TAYLOR  &  SONS 
FORGE GARAGE 

HIGH STREET, DRAYTON 

Nr. ABINGDON, OXON OX14 4JW  
 

Car,  M/C  &  3-Wheeler 
M.O.T.  WHILE  YOU  WAIT  

CAR  -  Service and Repairs 
 

VINTAGE WEDDING CAR  HIRE  
Telephone   ABINGDON 531350 
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MORE ALL AROUND 

BOWLS CLUB Roll up 

After a quiet spell, things are starting to get underway with the 

winter league starting.  'The Wasps' will be looking to defend the 

title they have won for the last four years, but with the 'The 

Hammers' in the same league, they are sure to have a say in the 

matter.  

We have had three more internal competitions since our last 

notes.  'The Ladies singles' and contesting the final will be Avril 

Holmes and Barbara Watts.  'The Gents singles' was played on the 

same day, but we ran out of time and the four players who got to 

the semi-finals were Cyril Carter, Doug Rich, Tony Wright and 

Bryn Jones.  The day was well organised by Val and Lyndon.  We 

also played 'The Attwood cup' a bowls drive, this is always a 

popular event on the calendar, and after a fine day's bowling, the 

winner was Bryn with Gillis Tate second, and Jack Mitchenson in 

third place.  The day was well run by Josie and June. 

The next competition will be the 'Friendly fours' and this year 

we have invited South Oxford bowls club and Didcot bowls club.  

This will be played on 20th of October, with Jane in charge of 

proceedings.  This is always a good day and it is nice to see some 

new faces competing for the shield this year. 

The last competition for this year will be 'The Didcot windows' 

singles.  This will take place on November 24th, and just to 

remind all those who have got through to any of the finals, the day 

will be held on Sunday the 15th of December. 

  

DRAYTON 1st BROWNIES Annette Mitchell 

Congratulations to Evie, Theia, Anna, Gabija and Lucy who all 

took their Brownie Promise and who are now part of our thriving 

pack!  And welcome to Ellie who has just started. 

Also, we would like to say thank you to Rebecca, Charlotte, 

Evie, Sienna, Neve and Lottie for finding time to attend the 

Brownie Service arranged by Sister Josie and Claire Soper, they 

had an enjoyable time with activities and games finishing with a 

delicious shared picnic.  

We have been very busy learning about endangered animals and 

looking after our pets, we have had visits from a variety of pet 

hamsters, guinea pigs, cats, dogs and a duck! 

The Brownies also made some fantastic sock animals and are 

currently growing cress in their animal pots. 

We finished the half term by having a Robin Hood evening 

including making pumpkin lanterns, arm wrestling and apple 

bobbing in preparation for our pack holiday. 

Meetings are held at Drayton Village Hall, on Wednesdays 

during school term from 6.15 – 7.45.  Meetings are open to all 

girls aged between 7 – 10 years old.  You can register your interest 

on the girl guiding website and Join Us! 

www.girlguiding.org.uk/get_involved or you can email us on 

drayton1stbrownies@live.co.uk 

Further details are available from: 

Ruth Hudson (Brown Owl) on 01235 205111 

Esther Deabill (Tawny Owl) on 01235 528502 

Annette Mitchell (Barn Owl) on 01235 555216 
 

 

DRAYTON TELEVISION 

SERVICES 
Digital TV aerials installed Extra aerial points 

Satellite Sky or Freesat Repairs 

TV tuning and programming New TV Sales  

Television Wall mounting FREE ESTIMATES 

Telephone: 01235 531451 

 

TABLE TENNIS CLUB John Gould 

The Didcot League season is now under way and our eight 

teams have had a mixed start.  Having met with a lot of success 

last season, we anticipate that this will be a consolidation season 

for those teams and players that have moved to a higher division.  

Our best hope for honours is in Division 2 where we have three 

teams playing.  The B team of Steve Gardner (captain), Geoff 

Cherrill & David Hudson has started well and should be vying for 

honours.  Our other two Division 2 teams – C & D we hope will 

enjoy a competitive season and finish mid table. 

In Division 1 the A team have started well with three wins.  The 

team finished 3rd last season so are hoping to go at least one 

better.  The E & F teams are in Divisions 3 & 4 respectively with 

much changed teams & I will report on their progress as the 

season goes forward.  In Division 5 we have two teams.  Each has 

two adults and four cadets / juniors.  Most of these are in their first 

season of League play.  The main hope is that they enjoy the 

competition and improve as the season progresses.  They will both 

hope to finish above the other and will play each other three times.  

The H team have already won the first encounter 6-4 in what I’m 

told was a fun evening. 

A final note, we will be holding our annual Quiz Night on 28th 

February 2014 and further details will be included nearer the time. 

Alice’s Nails and Beauty 

86c Abingdon Road, Drayton  01235 523773  
Treatments include Acrylic nails, Facials, Gelish, Spray 

tanning, Manicures and Pedicures, waxing and more. 

½ price Waxing Wednesday and £16 Tans on a Thursday. 

Hairdressing available – see below 

Contact Alice at the salon for more information 

For full details including opening hours please visit website 

www.alicenailsandbeauty.co.uk 
Hairdressing by Beverley 
01235 523773 or 07974 204066 

Professional hairstylist in ladies, gents and 

children cuts, colours, hair ups and more! 

Call now to book your appointment! 

10% off for all NEW clients 

Loyalty Card Scheme, Free parking. 

 
 

 

Tonks Brothers  

Funeral Directors 

158 Ock Street, Abingdon, 

 Oxon, OX14 5DL 

Telephone: 01235 – 539444 
 24 Hour personal service 
 Dedicated chapel of rest 
 Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 Memorials Supplied 

Golden Charter 
Funeral Plans 

 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get_involved
mailto:drayton1stbrownies@live.co.uk
http://www.alicenailsandbeauty.co.uk/
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DRAYTON SCHOOL JustineRegan 

School news: 

The whole school took part in ‘European Day of Languages’. 

Each classroom was turned into a different country and the 

children were flown around the different countries accompanied 

by air hostesses (also known as the Teaching Assistants!).  They 

learnt about the languages and cultures of each country, and also 

enjoyed trying some foods, including raw fish and beetroot soup! 

There is a range of exciting after school clubs happening at 

school at present.  We have a cookery club where some children 

have made pizzas and candy floss, an explore outdoors club where 

the children explore the wild area in our school, learning about 

nature and make crafts using natural materials that they have 

collected.  There is also a film club, French, running, Glee Club, 

computer club, and many more. 

FODSA now have a new committee in place, and a meeting has 

taken place to start arranging things for the up coming school year.  

We would like to say a HUGE thank you to the previous 

committee members for all their hard work and great efforts in 

raising lots of money for the school, a special mention to Kate 

Foster, Melissa Head, Julie Pitts and Jules Laws. 

On the 3rd October the school hosted Harvest festival.  

Members of the school community brought in harvest gifts, which 

were then made into hampers which were given to members of the 

village.  The children enjoyed singing and sharing poems with the 

rest of the school. 

Classroom updates: 

Robins Class 

Robin’s class have enjoyed reading the story ‘Owl Babies’!  

They made collages of owls with feathers, using natural materials 

they found outside.  They collected twigs and feathers to make owl 

nests and owls.  The children enjoyed acting out the story. 

Puffins Class 

Have made their own bread and really enjoyed eating it 

afterwards, they then wrote their own recipes.  They have also 

been reading the classic story of ‘Where the Wild Things Are’ and 

made their own ‘wild thing’ creatures using clay and natural 

materials.  They also learnt about what waterproof means in 

science, and are going to design and make a waterproof coat for 

Max, the character in the story. 

Blackbirds Class 

Blackbirds have visited The Roald Dahl Children's Gallery in 

Aylesbury.  They had such a good day - it was filled with fun and 

horrid stuff, as you would expect from anything to do with Roald 

Dahl.  The children were very good at identifying objects from 

different stories.  I think that there must be a lot of Roald Dahl 

stories being read at home - thank you for this.  Mack and Sarah 

were very good actors, whilst the rest of us provided the sound 

effects.  Blackbirds are very good at doing sound effects while 

shrieking with laughter at the same time!  As always, the children 

were complimented on their good behaviour. 

Red Kites Class 

This term the Red Kites have been busy!  They have been on a 

journey back to Arthurian times, reading and experiencing 

Arthurian legends.  They have enjoyed using the wild area in 

school to help them imagine being in the middle of the enchanted 

woodland.  They also created their very own legend which 

included their own imaginary characters being summoned to a 

tournament to win the crown and become the new true born king 

of all England. 

Kingfishers Class 

Kingfishers had a visit to ‘Pets at Home’ in Abingdon, they 

walked there and back again, and a great time was had by all. 

Eagles 

Shakespeare's ‘The Tempest’ was brought to life for Eagles this 

term when a visitor from The Young Shakespeare Company did a 

workshop of the play for the class.  All the children took part in 

the acting and great characters for Prospero, Caliban and Ariel 

were found.  Their acting skills bode well for the end of year play, 

which will also have a Shakespearean feel.  They have 

investigated the Elizabethan explorers, their political and personal 

motivations and written diary entries as if they have been at sea for 

months and are plagued with scurvy.  One thing we can be sure of 

is, if there is any need for emergency first aid, the Eagles will be 

able to keep us alive while waiting for rescue.  They took part in 

the IMPS training at Abingdon MIU, and are now confident using 

CPR and a defibrillator! 

DRAYTON W.I. Brenda Malin 

A Brief History of Abingdon, was the subject at our October 

meeting.  It is still a matter of controversy as to whether Abingdon 

or Colchester is the longest inhabited town in the country.  That 

said, both towns have a long and varied history.  Abingdon has 

been sacked by many invaders over the years, all whom have left 

their mark on the town, and more recently by the Sixties Planners.  

All this was told in an informal talk given by Ann Gould. 

The meeting was well attended, and a few familiar faces who, 

due to illness, had been unable to attend for a while, were 

welcomed back. 

Plans for hosting the The Quarterly Meeting, being held at 

Drayton Village hall on Monday 21st October, were discussed and 

arrangements for The Quiz on November 15th at Drayton Hall 

were finalised.  There are still tables available for the Quiz, you 

are not too late to book.  Contact Ann Webb 01235 531418. 

We meet at the Caudwell Day Centre at 7.30pm on the second 

Thursday in the month.  Our next meeting, November 14th, is a 

demonstration on card and cake decorations. 

DRAYTON PLAYERS Jean Hager 

A last reminder that our friends from BreakaLeg Productions, 

Abingdon will be presenting “The Nightingales”, a comedy by 

Peter Quilter at Drayton Village Hall for one night only on 

Saturday 2nd November, 7.30 pm.  Full details can be found in last 

month’s Drayton Chronicle.  Do come along for a good evenings 

entertainment. 

HALL NEWS Tony Holmes 

As I write, preparations are under way for the Drayton 2020 

presentations on Oct 18th & 19th (you may have seen a sign or 

two!) and hopefully a big attendance to match the high return rate 

of the village survey.  Radio Oxford will have done a broadcast 

from the Hall on the Friday afternoon, so maybe some of you will 

have listened in. 

Applying for grants for a new kitchen and replacement windows 

is proving a slow and rather bureaucratic business (yes, we did get 

a grant from the County Council, but several more are needed, 

that’s how the system works!).  But we are edging forward.  

Bookings are holding up quite well, with a dietician doing classes 

on Tuesdays, and a company advising on ‘Lifestyle choices’ 

(More Life) doing classes on Wednesdays.  There’s also a steady 

flow of children’s parties, for which we do get a fair amount of 

bookings from outside the village. 

BreakaLeg Productions will be bringing a comedy (‘The 

Nightingales’) to the stage on Nov 2nd – tickets at Vickery’s, 

don’t forget! – this show got excellent reviews when performed in 

Abingdon, so they’re bringing it to Drayton, same cast, new 

audience.  Hopefully by ‘curtain-up’ those curtains will have had 

some attention, as it’s been a while since the stage saw this degree 

of action!  If you haven’t got a ticket by the time this issue hits 

your doormat, (and there’s still time/tickets), do try and come 

along. 

A further date to put in the diary is a Country Music night, Sat 

Dec 7th, 2 live acts, Tony Collins and a duo called ‘Clear Cut’.  

There’ll be a bar and buffet, tickets should also be in Vickery’s by 

the time this comes out.      

Two more nights that usually draw a good crowd, the W.I. Wit 

& Wisdom quiz, Nov 15th, £6 inc a Ploughman’s, call Ann Webb 

on 531418 to book your team (proceeds are as ever for charity), 

and another one in December, the Carol Service, Dec 1st. 
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CPPM ELECTRICAL 
All Electrical work undertaken 

24 Hour Service 
Complete rewiring Pat Testing 

Complete Shower Installations Landlord Certificates 

New wall sockets Part P Approved 

Lighting installations  Switches  

Fuse boards consumer units Fault Finding 

Repairs Extra Telephone Points 

Outside lights Security Lights 

Appliance connections Extractor fans & hoods  

 www.cppmabingdonelectrical.co.uk 
Tel 01235 554655 

Mob 07756 353433 

 

 

 
 

ART STEEL WORKS 
 

Fabrication/Welding  

All Style of Gates 
Angle Iron Posts For Chain Link. 

Handrails & Railings.  

: 01235 819999 Mob: 0788 0980 425 

artsteelworks@aol.com 
  

 

HAVE YOU TRIED OUR FREE RANGE EGGS? 
SUTTON COURTENAY 

MILTON 

DRAYTON 

STEVENTON 

BROOK FARM 

Brook Farm, Milton Road 

OPENING HOURS  
Mon to Sat - 9.00am to 1.00pm   Except Friday 9.00am to 6.00pm 

FREE RANGE EGGS,  & POTATOES (if available) 
 

 

 

 

 
Veterinary Surgery at Uptown Farm 
94a High Street, Sutton Courtenay 

Consultations by Appointment 
A dedicated and caring veterinary team – 24-hr emergency cover - 
Ample parking. A branch of our Small Animal Clinic with Hospital 

Facilities at 111–113 Park Road, Didcot, OX11 8QT 

Please ring 01235 814991 
www.larkmead.co.uk 

 
 

 

M. S. Lally 
Gas Boi ler  Serv ice  

01235 848592     0796 7015 065  
Servicing and Repairs 
Systems Installed 
Boiler changes 
Systems Power Flushed 

85 Milton Road, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4BX 
 

 WESTMINSTER LETTER 

Ed Vaizey 
As we are now approaching the first anniversary of the Localism 

Act, it’s worth remembering the range of powers and programmes 

which communities can use to shape their areas.  The Government 

has published a guide which can be accessed at this website:  

www.gov.uk/government/publications/youve-got-the-power-a-

quick-and-simple-guide-to-community-rights 

There is concise guidance on the options that might be available 

in different sets of circumstances and then advice on what each 

process will involve as well as examples of how each of the 

powers has been used by a different community. 

This has been a busy month in politics.  The major parties have 

all had their conferences and Parliament has returned for the 

autumn.  With all the issues that have arisen and the policies that 

have been discussed in recent weeks, it is no surprise that my 

mailbag has also been keeping me busy.  I have had emails on a 

wide variety of issues but two campaigns have been particularly 

noticeable: 

Firstly, there is a campaign to speed up the approval of a Royal 

Charter to regulate the press.  I can assure you that the 

Government and I are committed to implementing a tough new 

system of press self-regulation, and a royal charter with cross party 

agreement was agreed to earlier this year.  This is now being fully 

considered, to ensure that the process of implementing the 

Leveson recommendations is as robust as possible.  While I 

understand the desire to see changes made as soon as possible, 

given the importance of these measures I would be reluctant to see 

the process rushed in any way. 

Secondly, there have been a number of emails arising from the 

film ‘I Am Breathing’, which tells the story of Neil Platt, a young 

man with motor neurone disease.  MND is a dreadful, devastating 

disease and I am sure that his important film will not only raise 

awareness of the condition, but act as an inspiration for others.  

The cause of MND is unknown and therefore there is no known 

cure.  However, the treatment of MND and other long-term health 

conditions remains a priority in this Government’s plans for the 

NHS, which is why there is now a £3.8bn fund to aid the joining 

up of different health and care services to ensure that people get 

the specific care that is right for them. 

Please feel free to contact me at the House of Commons, SW1A 

0AA, 020 7219 6350 or vaizeye@parliament.uk. 
 

Award-winning restaurant in tropical environment 
at newington nurseries 

Lovely breakfasts, lunches and afternoon teas 
Roast lunches every Sunday 

Exclusive supper evenings throughout the year 
(booking only) 

newington nurseries  nr stadhampton  OX10 7AW  

see www.juicy-juicy.net for events taking place this year 

Tel 01865 400533 

 booking advisable – book online or by phone     closed on Mondays except Bank Holidays 

 

 

BENTON & BRYAN BUILDERS 
For all types of building work from a  

reliable local company 

Extensions, Alterations, Kitchens & Bathrooms, 

 Carpentry, Decorating, Patios, Plastering, 

Roofing, Brickwork and Plumbing 

MOB: 07905386150 

TEL: 01235 832513 

mailto:vaizeye@parliament.uk
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DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT 

Richard Webber 
First, the good news. Every year at this time, District and Parish 

Councillors are asked to nominate worthy candidates for "The 

Chairman’s Community Awards".  More people from Drayton 

Ward have won these awards over recent years than any other 

Ward in the District.  And there are still many more deserving 

individuals in Drayton waiting in the wings.  A free lunch, a 

certificate and a picture in the Press is not the only reward.  It is 

the public recognition which matters most.  Award winners are 

those who give their time and energy for the good of their local 

communities and community life depends on them.  This year’s 

Drayton recipients are the editors and co-ordinator of this august 

publication - Drayton Chronicle – Gareth Davies, Derek Pooley, 

Tony Holmes and Dave Lee.  Many thanks to all of them for 

making this one of the best produced, most highly respected and 

most read village newsletters in the District. 

The VVVHDC has decided that some 2/3 of its staff will now be 

moved from Abbey House in Abingdon to Crowmarsh Gifford - 

the SODC base.  Since the beginning of the process of shared 

services between the two councils, Vale staff numbers have 

dropped by 50% with the result that Abbey House is rattling with 

spare capacity.  The space generated by removing the majority of 

those currently left in Abbey House is to be taken up by 400 

County Staff currently located elsewhere in Abingdon.  This will 

save OCC much needed money. It will gain VWHDC useful extra 

revenue and will also benefit SODC whose own building is 

rattling.  lt all sounds great.  Some in Abingdon (how many, we 

don't know) feel that the right place for the Vale HQ is in 

Abingdon (population 33000, situated in the middle of VWHDC 

and SODC) and not in Crowmarsh Gifford (population 2500, 

situated in the middle of nowhere).  However you may feel on this, 

to date there has been no public consultation of any kind.  Once 

made, the decision is all but irrevocable.  If you feel strongly, 

please let VWHDC know either by ringing in (01235 529292) or 

emailing via the website.  Full details are available on the 

VWHDC website (See Cabinet Agenda 4/10/13 item 7). 

Planning continues to be at the forefront of everyone’s concerns. 

My strong impression is that there has been a change in many 

people’s thinking in recent months.  A comfortable majority now 

accept that we are desperately short of housing in this country and 

that the issue is now - "Where do we put it?"  More house-building 

is good for the economy, at least helps to limit house price 

inflation, and is, of course, very good for landowners. 

Unfortunately in a District like ours, without a Local Plan in place 

and without a 5/ (now 6) year land supply, the drive for more 

housing can fly directly in the face of this government’s own 

Localism Act.  Indeed, I would argue that Localism (the ability of 

Local people to have a major say in the planning of their own 

villages and towns) is being frustrated by pressure from the 

Establishment. (Government, the Planning Inspectorate, the 

National Planning Policy Framework and the restricted freedom 

given to District Planning Officers and Committees). 

At a recent Vale Planning Committee, an application to build 4 

new large houses in Kingston Lisle was turned down on the 

grounds that it was too close to the village boundary, and that the 

houses were too large.  Local people wanted these houses and the 

Vale needed these houses - indeed, if Kingston Lisle had a 

Neighbourhood Plan, they would probably have got these houses.  

Unfortunately, in this case Localism was the loser.  Now no 

houses are to be built there, instead of 4 - local people were 

deemed not as competent in deciding the future of their own 

village as area and national planners.  At the same planning 

meeting, an application to build 2 large terraced houses in Longcot 

was granted in the face of local people’s wishes and view that the 

site was perfect for 4 smaller houses which the village desperately 

needed.  Once again, Localism lost out and 2 houses are to be built 

instead of 4. 

No-one could accuse either Kingston Lisle or Longcot of being 

NIMBIES - on the contrary, both were arguing for more houses. 

No–one should underestimate the importance of Drayton’s 

rapidly emerging Neighbourhood Plan with its message of; 

“This is our chance to plan our own future” 

 

Learn to love your computer! 
Are you terrified of your computer? 

Want help with Windows XP,7,8, iPad? 
Or do you need to learn new skills? 

I can help! At your home, at your pace. 

Call Meryl on 07794 656607 
meryl.tutor@live.co.uk  

Your Computer Tutor 
 

Suzy Willis & Associates 
 

MCSP  HPC   
 

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPISTS 
 

Old Lodge, Henleys Lane 
 

Drayton, OX14 4HU 

Tel   01235 531269 

Please ring for an appointment 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Gym and Fitness Studio 
 

We are a small, friendly team with high standards 
Committed to treating YOU as an Individual 

 

 

Autumn Offer 
Daytime Personal Training                

10 sessions for £150 
(must be taken between Mon-Fri 9am-5pm) 

 
 

 
Millbrook House, High Street, Milton, Abingdon OX14 4EL   

01235 863440 
www.totalbodyconditioning.co.uk 

 
 
 

Creative Catering 

Westbrook Street, Blewbury 
Flexible and affordable catering for all your catering 
needs, including Weddings, Parties, Pig Roasts, Buffets, 

Funerals, Canapé Receptions and Business Lunches. 
SHORT NOTICE BOOKINGS WELCOME 

15 Years Experience 
For more information or menus please phone 

01235 850342 or 07743368373 
sheilaaustin@btinternet.com 
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

Richard Williams 
Report of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 7th 

October 2013 

The meeting was immediately preceded by a talk on the subject 

of ‘biodiversity’, given by Cynth Napper, Community Officer 

from the Oxfordshire Nature Conservation Forum based at Little 

Wittenham.  Cynth had been asked to speak about the Natural 

Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 and its relevance 

to parish councils.  In particular, she was also keen to discuss, in 

the context of Drayton’s Neighbourhood Plan, how development 

can be combined with protection, or even enhancement, of the 

environment.  The creation of nature reserves is an idea that was 

canvassed in the recent Drayton 2020 Questionnaire, and Cynth 

also described how an area might be set aside for community 

woodland, rather like Steventon has done in their site off the 

B4017, just south of Drayton. 

In the main meeting two new councillors were co-opted onto the 

Parish Council – David Mercer and Janet Manning.  For the first 

time in years, Drayton now has a full complement of councillors, 

11 in all, and with a number of deadlines for the Neighbourhood 

Plan fast approaching, it feels good to have more people on board.  

Five members of the public also attended the meeting to raise 

concerns about traffic speeding along the Milton Road (the road 

through Milton village down to Milton Park).  Last month there 

was another fatal accident on this narrow, winding lane, one of 

several in the last 7 or 8 years, and it seems ridiculous that such an 

obviously dangerous road should be unrestricted – allowing people 

to drive legally up to 60 mph, while 30mph limits are imposed on 

other roads that are wider and manifestly safer.  

Some while ago, and following an earlier fatality, a delegation 

of schoolchildren brought the same issue to the Parish Council, 

who made enquiries of OCC’s Highways Dept on their behalf.  

The unsatisfactory answer we received, then and now, is that each 

of the fatalities on Milton Road has involved one person – driver 

or motorcyclist - who crashed because they were (probably) 

driving too fast.  Had another person been involved, i.e. had the 

driver collided with another car or pedestrian, this apparently 

would make a stronger case for speed restrictions.  Even more 

unhelpful, it seems that local government cuts have left the 

Highways Dept with no budget whatever to fund either the 

necessary road survey, or the erection of signs.  Other than asking 

questions and lobbying OCC, Parish Councils have no direct 

powers to act in matters affecting the public highway, but our 

District and County Councillor, Richard Webber, is exploring the 

possibility that several local Parish Councils might get together 

and pay for the cost of the work themselves.  Drayton PC is 

certainly willing to contribute towards this.  

Finally, it appears it is time for another mention of that hardy 

perennial of a subject for Parish Councils, the issue of dog poo 

around the village.  It has been reported to the PC that the 

incidence of dog waste being deposited on footpaths, e.g. around 

the Millennium Green, the bridleway from the Green to the High 

Street, and sadly, even in the Parish burial ground, has noticeably 

increased of late.  Without wishing to labour the point, this 

behaviour by some dog owners (no doubt a small minority) is lazy, 

selfish and inconsiderate.  There is no excuse at all for not clearing 

up after your dog, and in the event that dog bins are full (and 

please note, due to a change in Vale policy, most ordinary litter 

bins in the village can now be used for dog waste as well), then the 

bag can be taken home and emptied in the toilet, just like a baby’s 

nappy.  Not difficult, and if you choose to own a dog - your 

responsibility – and no one else’s.  End of complaint, and 

hopefully, enough said. 

To contact any members of the Parish Council, all enquiries 

should be directed to the Parish Clerk, David Perrow, in the first 

instance. David may be contacted via E-mail at 

draytonclerk@yahoo.co.uk or by telephone on 07909 176061, and 

he will ensure that any messages are passed on.  Any Drayton 

resident may also ask to be added to the Clerk’s E-mailing list, so 

that they receive prior notice of meetings and any relevant 

documents.  In addition, all Parish Council minutes are now 

archived on the village website: www.drayton-near-abingdon.org.  

The latter also carries back copies of the Drayton Chronicle, 

information on Drayton 2020, and details of other events in the 

village.  

The next Parish Council meeting will be on Monday 4th 

November 2013, at 7.30pm, in the Caudwell Day Centre in Gravel 

Lane.  As ever, all are welcome to attend.  

 

 

Hamel’s Memorials 
Memorial Masons / Stone Masons 

* Free Inscriptions on all New 

Memorials purchased.* 

Cleaning, Renovation, Re Fixing & Re levelling, 

Additional Inscriptions, Free Brochure. 

Visit us at Richs Sidings, Didcot, 

 Tel 01235 812222 

 

 
 

 
Specialist employment law services 

for businesses and individuals 
Contracts, Settlement agreements, Dismissals, 

Discrimination, Employment Tribunals, Redundancy 

Solicitors recommended 
by The Legal 500 and Chambers  

Tel: 01235 86191 
Email:  jkelly@employmentlawplus.com 

www.employmentlawplus.com 
 

 

newington nurseries 
Specialists in beautiful orchids and 

mature garden plants 
Come and be inspired! 

newington  nr stadhampton  oxon  ox10 7aw (on the A329) 

see www.newington-nurseries.co.uk for events taking place this year 

Tel 01865 400533 

closed on Mondays except Bank Holidays 
 

 

 

PIANO LESSONS 

Excellent piano tuition in your own home 

All ages and abilities 

Contact: 

SALLY ANNE MOTT, BA, DipABRSM/LRSM 

On 01235 539195 
for more information 
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COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT 

Richard Webber 
Oxfordshire County Council, in common with most County 

Councils is very short of money.  It has capital reserves, but its 

Revenue Budget gets tighter and tighter every year.  In the next 

financial year, it is going to have to find tens of millions of annual 

savings to makes its books balance.  Hard decisions are going to 

have to be made over which services, traditionally offered by OCC 

should be cut.  With Social Services, Roads and Education being 

the major costs, and the Education budget being largely protected, 

the options are not attractive.  By contrast, District Councils, by 

and large, are comparatively wealthy; Parish Councils also have 

more freedom to raise money (at present) than either District or 

County Councils. 

We can either complain and demand a reverse of direction, or 

we can embrace the change and endeavour to make it an 

opportunity rather than a threat.  Money flowing down the chain 

towards Parish Councils, empowering people to take more 

responsibility for local decisions, raising the status of and public 

interest in the work of Parish Councils, is no bad thing.  Indeed, it 

is what Localism is about. 

However, giving people more power over their own lives only 

works if, a) local people are prepared to take up the responsibility 

and, b) those who have traditionally held the power, understand 

that they are required to give some of it up.  None of this will 

happen quickly, indeed, it may take years to achieve.  However, 

having watched the Parish Councils in my Council Division in 

action, I cannot accept the old argument that such bodies are not 

capable and fit to make sensible decisions for their communities. 

There is much to threaten us out there at present, but there is also 

great opportunity. 

So where does this leave a County Council?  Maybe Social 

Service responsibilities are gradually being handed downwards.  

Academies are steadily removing County powers over Education.  

It seems that the only certain future responsibility of Counties is 

around Roads and Transport.  It may well be that in future, what 

money the County Council has is spent largely here.  If the whole 

place is not to seize up, if people are going to be able to get to our 

Schools and our Social services, we are going to need some 

solutions to our transport problems in this rather overcrowded part 

of these overcrowded islands. 

It is a sad fact that it takes a fatality to focus everyone’s mind on 

a road problem.  The Milton road out of Drayton has just seen its 

third fatality in the last five years.  In each case, it was a lone 

driver (in two cases, motorcyclists), who died.  In no case was 

there a multiple collision.  It seems that the drivers lost control on 

one of the numerous S-bends between Milton and Drayton.  At 

present, the speed of the road is not restricted.  In other words, it is 

legal to drive at 60mph on it.  I do not know a single person, 

resident, Parish Councillor from Drayton, Milton or Sutton 

Courtenay who thinks that 60mph is a safe or sensible speed to be 

travelling on that stretch of road.  Reason and public opinion all 

argue that it should be 40mph.  Arguments against are around 

enforceability, precedents and the cost of implementing a change. 

Enforceability is, of course, an issue for an overstretched Police 

Authority - but if the effect of a 40mph limit is only to reduce the 

average speed on a road by say 10%, surely this is worth it - a 

smaller risk of lives lost - even if it cannot be fully enforced?  And 

if there are other stretches of road which could be affected by such 

a change, is that such a bad thing?  No, the argument for me, is all 

about cost.  There are legal costs to such a change, costs of 

consultation and costs of implementation.  In the case of Milton 

Road, the total costs are estimated at between £3-4K.  OCC has no 

budget for this, but until April, at least I have some money (maybe 

up to £1K) from a thing called the Area Stewardship Fund which 

could be spent on it.  The rest of the money would have to be 

found from a general whip round the Parish Councils and Milton 

Park, but I would like to pursue this. 

This is urgent.  We do not want any more fatalities.  If you 

agree, and live in Drayton, Milton, Sutton Courtenay, or work at 

Milton Park, please encourage everyone to support this initiative. 

 

 

Drayton Window Cleaning Service 
Est 1990 - we provide a friendly reliable service 

Every 4-5 weeks - Free quote - no obligation 

Craig Taylor  Tel: 01235 512881 Mob:07778661548 

www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com 

A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home. 

Online payment is also welcome. 

Other services include:  Conservatory roof cleaning; 

Fascias cleaning; Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out 
 

 

 

 

A. GIBBARD 
HIGH QUALITY INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

PAINTING AND DECORATING 
 

TEL: 01235 528342 MOBILE 07759 842388 

78 STEVENTON ROAD, DRAYTON 
 

 

 
Southey Garden Solutions 

Everyone can have a beautiful garden. 

Frustrated with your garden?   

Need it to be something it’s currently not?  

 Want to do it yourself but not sure where to start?   

Garden Design and Consultancy Services 

Find out more with no commitment. 

Sara Southey                            07860 454514 

www.southey-garden-solutions.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES 
Stephen R. Matthews 

16 Frilsham Street,Sutton Courtenay 
Oxfordshire OX14 4AZ 

Tel: 01235 848163  

Mobile: 07796 532356 
All kinds of work undertaken, including: 
 garden clearance and restoration 
 fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning 
 hedge cutting, rockeries, turfing 

 fencing and landscaping. 
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WHEN RADIO OXFORD CAME TO DRAYTON   

Andrew Bax 
 

On Friday 18th October, Radio Oxford came to Drayton as part of their big tour of Oxfordshire.  They set up a mobile studio in the 

Hall while preparations were being made for the Drayton 2020 public meeting on the village survey which was held there later that 

evening.  Radio Oxford’s Kat Orman interviewed several people from the village who spoke about various aspects of Drayton.  Among 

those interviewed were Donald Bruce as he prepared the chilli meal for the Drayton 2020 event, Sheila Cook in her home, Austin and 

Geraldine in the Wheatsheaf, Paul Mayhew-Archer and Derek Pooley, and Kate Macfarlane with Willow the ferret. 

Kat Orman interviewing Derek Pooley and Paul Mayhew-Archer 

 

 

 

Kate Macfarlane with Willow the ferret 

 

 

 

 

Kat Orman and team 
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More pictures of the Vale of White Horse 

 Community Awards Lunch on October 19th 

Although Richard Webber nominated some of the Chronicle Team and Andrew Bax, he was out of the country on the day of the lunch 

so couldn’t attend.  Councillor Julie Mayhew-Archer and Paul Mayhew-Archer each hosted a table that included Andrew, some of the 

Chronicle Team and volunteers from Marcham 

 

The Chronicle Editors and Coordinator with Distributors Brenda Malin and Shirley Thomas 
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DRAYTON DIARY 

FOR NOVEMBER 
All events are at Drayton Hall unless stated otherwise  

(To book Drayton Hall call Tony Holmes on 531180) 

website address www.draytonvh.co.uk 

Fri 1st 7.00pm Play Rehearsal 

Sat 2nd 11.00am Private Function 

Sat 2nd 7.30pm “The Nightingales” (Vickery’s for tickets) 

Mon 4th 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting  Caudwell DC 

Fri 15th 7.30pm W.I. Wit & Wisdom Quiz (531418)  

Sat 16th 10.00am CHRISTMAS FAIR St Peter’s 

Mon18th 5.00pm Chronicle Deadline (p2) – Ads 15th 

Fri 22nd 5.00pm Private party 

Sat  23rd 1.00pm Pre-school SALE 

Sun  24th 9.00am Bowls Club (all day) 

Wed 27th 7.30pm Parish Council – Extra Meeting 

Fri 29th 2.00pm Private Function 

Sat 30th 12 noon Private party 

Dec 1st 7.30pm Carol Service 

 

Bee Byes Guest House 

Your Comfort Assured 

Sue Birchenough Proprietor 

Guest House for the discerning visitor. 

1 Haywards Road Drayton, Oxon, OX14 4LB 

Tel: 01235 553775 Mobile: 07809 345576 

E-Mail: susanbirchenough@gmail.com 

Web: http://www.beebyesguesthouse.co.uk/ 
 

Sabina Hair Fashions 
has gone mobile 
Please call Margaret on 

01235 531444 or 07547 713760 

for your next appointment 

Appointments available Mondays to Fridays 
 
 

THE WHEATSHEAF 
 

 

Austin & Geraldine 

welcome you: to enjoy 
Traditional Home Cooked Food,  

Fine Wines and  Beers 

In Friendly Comfortable Surroundings. 

Take away Fish & Chips:  
served Mon - Sat until 8pm 

 

Delicious Home Cooked Roast Lunch:  
Sunday 12- 3.30 pm 

Senior Citizens Lunchtime Menu  
and 6.00 to 7.00 evenings 

Tuesday to Friday £6.95 including sweet 
 

Bookings :- call Gel or Austin (01235 531485)  
Drayton (on the village green) 

REGULARLY OCCURRING EVENTS 
Weekly in Drayton Hall unless stated otherwise 

MONDAYS  

 8.45 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 

 10.30 am Pilates (Call 01235 814299) 

 1.15 – 2.15 pm Baby Sign Language Classes (in Term) 

 2.00 pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours)  

 5.45 pm Beavers  (Boys / girls, 6–8 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon Hall  

 6.30 – 7.30pm Table Tennis (Beginners & New players) School 

 7.00 pm Scouts (Boys / girls, 8-10 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon Hall 

 7.15 pm Drayton Wives Whist (3rd Monday)  Caudwell DC 

 7.30 – 10.00 pm  Table Tennis Practice (League juniors & adults) 

School 

 7.30 pm  Parish Council (1st Monday) Caudwell DC 

 7.45 – 8.45 pm  Drayton Drop In (Except Bank Holidays) 

 7.45 pm Bell-ringing (for 1½ hours) St Peter’s  

 8.30 pm Badminton (Private Group) 

TUESDAYS 

 8.45 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 

 1.45 pm  Drayton Art Group (until 4 pm) Caudwell Day Centre 

 3.00 pm First Tuesday Connections (1st Tuesday) Church Room  

 3.00 pm  Junior Netball (for 1 hour) School 

 6.00 pm  Ladies’ Netball (for 1 hour) School 

 7.00 pm Pilates – also at 8.pm 

 7.30 pm League Table Tennis School 

WEDNESDAYS 

 8.45 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 

 10.30–11.30am  Pebbles – Baby, Toddler and Carer group 

    (in Term) Church Room 

 11.00 am  Mobile Library (Fortnightly, for 20 min) Haywards Rd 

 11.20 am  Mobile Library (Fortnightly, for 20 min) The Green Car Pk 

 1.45 pm  Whist – now each week Caudwell Day Centre 

 2.00 pm  Drayton Wives (Last Wednesday in the month) 

 2.15 pm  Badminton 

 6.15 pm  Brownies  

 6.15 pm Cubs (Boys / girls, 8–9 yrs , Tel. 512834) Steventon Hall 

 7.00 pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours) 

 7.30 pm  Bingo Session Caudwell Day Centre 

 7.30 pm League Table Tennis School 

THURSDAYS 

 8.45 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 

  followed by lunch club and afternoon session 

 9.00 am     Foot Clinic (First Thursday in Month) Caudwell DC 

 9.30 am Holy Communion St Peter’s Lady Chapel 

 9.30 am  Parent & Toddler Group (in Term) 

 2.00 pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours) 

 7.30 pm League Table Tennis School 

 7.30 pm  Women’s Institute Meeting (2nd Thursday) 

  7.30 pm  Sequence Dancing.  Tel: 531701 

FRIDAYS 

 8.45 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 

 11.00 am The Friday Club (fortnightly) 202466 Caudwell Day Centre 

 7.30 pm League Table Tennis School 

SUNDAYS  

 8.00 am  Holy Communion  St Peter’s 

 10.00 am  Sung Eucharist (All Age Service 3rd Sunday) St Peter’s 

 11.15 am  Family Time (1st Sunday) Baptist Church 

 6.00 pm Evening Worship Baptist Church 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER:  This Journal is published in good faith and 

great care is taken in its compilation. The organisers of the 

DRAYTON CHRONICLE, and its Agents, therefore accept no 

responsibility for OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for the validity of 

any ADVERTISEMENT, nor for any EFFECTS ARISING 

WHATSOEVER from the publication. 
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