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REJOICE for our school
with David Mayer & Nigel Wallace

We’re proud to report that Drayton
school is celebrating an overall 'good’
rating from Ofsted after its February
inspection. We  congratulate the
school’s 145 children, our staff and
team of governors for their work in
making it possible.

Ofsted said of our village school that;

o ‘The leadership and
management of teaching, including the
contribution of governors, are having a
positive impact on teaching and pupil’s
achievement.’ : W

e ‘Pupils behave well and feel safe. They are helpful and
friendly and enjoy coming to school.’

e ‘Teachers make learning interesting and help pupils to
become enthusiastic learners by providing worthwhile activities
and good resources.’

e ‘Children learn quickly in the Early Years Foundation
Stage. They become confident and settle into school routines well.

e ‘Pupils across the school, including disabled pupils and
those who have special educational needs, achieve well in reading,
writing and mathematics.

e ‘Leaders know what to do to make the school outstanding
and consequently the school is improving rapidly.’

Headteacher David Mayer responded:

e ‘We are delighted with the achievement! We have worked
tirelessly over the last two years to make the curriculum
interesting and provide high quality teaching.’

e The improvement from our previous rating of ‘satisfactory’
has been achieved through the commitment of pupils, teaching and
support staff, governors and parents to improving all areas of
school life; attainment and achievement, teaching and learning,
leadership and management and behaviour!

e ‘However, we are not going to be relaxing now; it is
thrilling that Ofsted have recognised us but we want to be even
better - we are aiming high and will strive to achieve an
outstanding rating next time around.’

Editor’s Note: Ofsted inspects all schools, grading them as:
1, Outstanding; 2, Good; 3, Requires Improvement; 4, Inadequate.
‘A ‘good’ school provides for all of its pupils’ needs, preparing
them well for the next stage in their education.

You can read the full Ofsted report on the school website at:
www.drayton-pri.oxon.sch.uk

FIGHT for our village plan
with Paul Mayhew-Archer
& Richard Williams

The Planning Department of the VofWH District Council
organised an exhibition and public meeting on 11 March to discuss
where they plan to put thousands of new homes around the Vale.
Councillor Mike Murray and his planning team were eager to
show how skilled they are at planning. So it's a shame their
exhibition in Abingdon's Guildhall had to be laid out by the coat
racks next to the toilets because they hadn't booked a room for it.
And it is a shame the room they did book for the public meeting
wasn't big enough to accommodate all the public who turned up.
It seems that 20,000 houses are being plonked around the Vale by
people who can't even plan an exhibition and a meeting properly.

Councillor Murray presented the new housing plan as ‘the least
worst option’ so that must fill us all with delight. The council may
be out of ‘better’ options, ‘preferred’ options, ‘sustainable’ options
or even ‘OK’ options. but at least we're not down to ‘the worst
worst option’. Thank you Mike Least-Worst Murray.

And thank goodness they've really thought through their
proposals. For example, Councillor Murray repeatedly referred to
the problem of traffic congestion on the Drayton Road. His
ingenious solution? Build 200 homes south of the High Street in
Drayton and then possibly more elsewhere in the village.
Presumably those new residents won't be using the Drayton Road!
Presumably they'll all promise to work and shop in Didcot!

After the meeting, I went on the Vale council website to contact
them about all this. On the website is a heading "How to find us",
and in the case of the Vale Planning Department the answer seems
to be "You won't find us in the Vale. We've moved to South
Oxfordshire." That's right. The Vale Council has got itself into
such a mess over housing even its own planning department
doesn't want to live here.

On reflection it was probably a good idea to put the new plan
exhibits next to the toilets. Not so far to carry.

Paul Mayhew-Archer

Editor’s Note: Some time or other we’ve all been exasperated
by planning authorities! Drayton’s Paul Mayhew-Archer, writer
of ‘The Vicar of Dibley’, ‘Mrs Brown’s Boys’ and sundry other
attempts to look at life with a smile, clearly has, turning the big
guns of his sarcastic humour on our district planners! Whether or
not they deserve it, given all the pressures on them, we do need to
make sure they know just how much we want any Drayton
village development to fit snugly into OUR Neighbourhood
Plan, into which so many have put so much thought and effort.

Now please read Richard Williams’ piece on page 10 =

DRAYTON PARISH COUNCIL

Ever wondered what YOUR Parish Council does, or met YOUR councillors?

Then come along to the ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY.
7.00pm on MONDAY 7th APRIL 2014
at the DRAYTON VILLAGE HALL, Lockway

Free Refreshments
Followed by the Parish Council Meeting.

EVERYONE WELCOME - AIR YOUR VIEWS!
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CHRONICLE INFORMATION

The next Chronicle will be the May issue:
Editor: Tony Holmes, 53 Whitehorns Way (531180).
Deadline for advertisements: 17.00 on Friday, 11 April 2014

Deadline for other contributions: 17.00 on Monday, 14 April 2014
Printed copies available on: Friday, 25 April 2014

CHRONICLE LOTTERY

Jean Barton, Hon Promoter

RESULTS OF THE MARCH LOTTERY

Prize|Ticket ‘ Winner Agent

£25 |1966 |John Cross, 3 Eastway Park Teresa Burnage

Key dates for the subsequent three Chronicles: £20 (891 |Martin Blogg, 46 High Street Margaret Long
Issue for |Deadline for contributions: Printed Chronicles £15 1606 |Pearl Stanbridge, 29 S. W. Lane Keith Clough
17.00 on Monday: available on: £10 [1973 |lan Oram, 6 Eastway Park Teresa Burnage
June 19 May 2014 30 May 2014 £10 |734  |Shirley Thomas, Henley's Lane Andrew Bax
July 16 June 2014 27 June 2014 £10 |804 |Paula Harper, 12 Church Lane Susan Brooks
£10 |1469 |J Perris, 38 Lockway Sue Ash
August 14 July 2014 25 July 2014

NOTES for CONTRIBUTORS

Please be sure always to include your name, address and (in case
clarification is necessary) telephone number. Without names we will
usually not print an item at all.

However, please also note that the editor has to ensure that each
Chronicle fits exactly into an even number of printed pages. The
editor therefore reserves the right to place, edit, shorten or even reject
contributions as required to achieve this.

A contribution or advertising request can be sent to us in one of
three ways:

1. The best is by email to editor@draytonchronicle.net. Your
contributions should either be embedded in your email as plain text or
attached as a rich-text or Microsoft Word document!

Requests for advertisements should not be emailed to the editor but
to advertising@draytonchronicle.net. Please note that they
eventually need to be in Word format, 9cms wide and, for a single
block advert, about 4.5cms high

Make sure the editor or advertising manager acknowledges your
email within a few days.

2. If you cannot send your contribution by email, send us a good
quality paper version, using fairly large, simple black typescript,
without underlining on white paper, A4 or smaller.

3. Finally, we do accept hand—written items. However, in this
case please write the names of people and places in capital letters.
This does save a lot of mistakes.

Paper contributions should either be placed in the Chronicle letter
box (outside Vickery’s shop on Drayton Green) or posted to Vickery’s
at 5 The Green, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JA.

After the deadlines listed at the top of this page, only urgent items
will be considered for inclusion and then only if emailed or delivered
directly to the Editor’s house by the Wednesday following the
Monday deadline.

ADVERTISING RATES

Charge for a Single Block Advert (about 9cms x 4.5cms)
- - - - Number of Inserts - - - -
Advertiser Category: 1 3 6 12
Drayton Resident £6 £16 £31 £60
Non-Drayton Resident £7 £19 £37 £72
Double-size adverts are charged at twice the above rates.

All advertising MUST be paid for up-front, either in cash or
via a cheque made payable to ‘The Drayton Chronicle’ and
placed in the box at Vickery’s or sent there (address above).

Requests for advertisements should (preferably) be emailed to
Stephen Fearnley, the Chronicle’s Advertising Manager at
advertising@draytonchronicle.net or placed in the box at
Vickery’s. If you wish to discuss your requirements please phone
Stephen on 01235 531347

£10 {1206 |Mrs Drew, 17 Steventon Road Judy Henman

£10 1068 |Jenny Pooley, 11 Halls Close Alison Bone

£10 |1847 |A Webb, Windyridge, Milton Road. |Claire Soper

We no longer use counterfoils. Instead, winning numbers from the
1653 tickets sold last month were generated randomly using a
computer, as for national premium bonds and in the national lottery

DANES/MACE STORE

Mon-Sat Sam-8pm - Sun 6am-7pm

FOR ALL YOUR PAPERS
AND MAGAZINES,
GROCERIES, FROZEN FOODS,
CARDS, OFF LICENCE and
SAVOURY SNACKS.

LINK CASH MACHINE AVAILABLE
LOTTERY TICKETS

In Store Bakery and
Freshly cut sandwiches
MosT MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN

TEL: 01235 554813
Fax No: 01235 531217

HAVE YoU TRIED OUR FREE RANGE EGGS?

DRAYTON SUTTON COURTEN AY
]
BROOK FARM
Brook Farm, Muion Road STEVENTON
MLTON
OPENING HOURS

Mon to Sat - 9.00am to 1.00pm Except Friday 9.00am to 6.00pm
FREE RANGE EGGS, & POTATOES (if available)

DISCLAIMER: This Journal is published in good faith and
great care is taken in its compilation. The organisers of the
DRAYTON CHRONICLE, and its Agents, therefore accept no
responsibility for OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for the validity of
any ADVERTISEMENT, nor for any EFFECTS ARISING
WHATSOEVER from the publication.
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YOUR LETTERS

Dear Editor

Just a quick note to thank the people of Drayton for their
tremendous support for the Pace centre. From June last year until
now sales of quizzes and donations reached over £900. Add this to
our sale last April and donations from the Red Lion, the Post
Office and the MACE paper shop and the total is nearer £2000.
Thank you so much! The Pace centre is amazed at your
generosity! I'm sorry to keep appearing on your doorsteps.

The dog quiz results will be in Vickery’s from 1 April. The next
quiz is on indoor games. A super-duper tea party is in the pipeline
for this summer, Thursday, 10 July at the Ritz-like Caudwell Day
Centre

Yours sincerely Judy Henman

Dear Editor

Chronicle readers may remember my taking part in the Radley
Triathlon last year to raise funds for OASIS (Oxfordshire Autistic
Society Information & Support) following my son, Arthur, being
diagnosed with Autism. With their generosity I managed to raise
around £800 in total which was fantastic. Over the last year we
have decided that, from Easter, Arthur will attend Kingfisher
School in Abingdon. It is a fantastic school for children with a
whole range of disabilities including Autism and we are confident
that Arthur will flourish there.

However, Kingfisher is badly in need of funding for a Sensory
Theatre (such as the one at Fitzwaryn School in Wantage) that will
benefit the pupils in so many different ways that I couldn’t begin
to explain to you. My husband Mark and I are therefore taking
part in ‘Tough Mudder’ (as part of a team of 6, including another
father from Kingfisher) in Henley on 26 April to raise funds for
this Sensory Theatre. This is a 12 mile (very muddy) obstacle
course that involves climbing, tunnelling, ice baths, electric
shocks, jumping and deep water. This is a massive challenge for
us that no amount of training can prepare us for but I hope will
also be quite fun. This is nothing compared to the challenges that
people with disabilities face on a daily basis. We are glad to take
part and will be proud to raise as much as possible for this Sensory
Theatre that will enhance the pupils learning experience at
Kingfisher. So please, please, please take a look at our fundraising
page at mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/karenandmarksharman for
further information and photos, dig deep and give what you can.
There will also be a collection box in The Mace Store on
Abingdon Road for any change you can spare.

Thank you so much and please wish us luck!!

Karen Sharman

Dear Editor,

Here's a funny story!

About two weeks ago I was sending details of a property to an
interested party via email (I'm an Estate Agent) and received a
response from someone else saying that they'd inadvertently
received my email, and that they were in Australia! I apologised,
thanked them for letting me know, and compared both the
intended address with the wrong address - only about half the
letters were the same; both were yahoo addresses.

I re-sent it, checking carefully, and again my Australian 'friend'
responded. We laughed about it, and of course, not one to miss an
opportunity, asked if they were interested in a property in
Oxfordshire. Floods vs sunshine? - no contest really!

My UK client received the details via the post, and who knows
how many misdirected emails the lady in Australia received?

This story came to mind on reading the Parish Council Report in
the March Chronicle - Mr Williams, receiving a 'read receipt' is no
proof that your intended recipient was actually the one reading it!
Maybe two whole paragraphs on what essentially is an
administrative glitch, seems to me a little excessive?

Ellie Harris

Dear Editor

I do hope none of the drivers of these (presumably X1) buses
read the article (presumably in Richard Webber’s County Council
report in the March Chronicle)!

Yes, some of the buses are late; too frequently late! But, what is
the cause? I don’t think it’s caused by the drivers or even the bus
company.

The new timetable with its improved, more predictable
frequency offers Drayton a much better service than previously. I
have more than doubled my use of the service since it was revised
in spite of some lateness.

The problem with bus travel is just the same as that with car
travel; namely the unpredictable nature of traffic congestion. That
congestion, notoriously bad over the whole route of these buses,
has been exacerbated by the flooding in Oxford and Sutton
Courtney virtually from the date of introduction of the revised
timetable. The bus that leaves Oxford on time, encounters
stationary traffic on the A34 and/or gets delayed in Abingdon has
no chance of being on time in Drayton on its way to Didcot, let
alone being on time on its return journey even if the congestion
has gone. With diversion due to flooding, what hope have they of
being on time?

I’'m not clear what is meant by poor customer care. I’ve not
experienced or witnessed anything that could be described as such.
Indeed, I believe drivers should be commended for their patience
and consideration. I have experienced occasions when I have been
frustrated and or impatient with the elderly lady who has got on
and can’t find her pass or the mother with a crying child in a
buggy with standing passengers who won’t move to allow her to
get off. All of these sort of incidents, of course, have potential for
causing delay. The drivers always seem to be amazingly calm.

Unless the politicians come up with the miracle solution I
believe we will be living with the problem until the introduction of
helicopter-buses.

Tony Croucher

;f_, SP COURIER SERVICES

‘MOVING ASSISTANCE’

House — Flat — Apartments — Office
FURNITURE MOVED / TRANSPORTED
Ebay COLLECTIONS - DELIVERIES
Tel 07721 679487 & 01235 524589

A.L.VICKERY & SON
5, THE GREEN, DRAYTON, OX14 4JA
01235 531497

COOKSHOP - HOUSEWARES - DIY
ELECTRICAL TOOLS — GARDENING
LOCKSMITHS —-KEYS CUT WHILE YOU WAIT

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY, 9.00 to 5.30
CREDIT CARDS TAKEN
Park your car outside the Store

NOW STOCKING HOOVER BAGS AND PRE-PACKED COAL

Letters to the Editor are accepted on the understanding that
opinions expressed are strictly those of the correspondent. The
Editor reserves the right to shorten, clarify or reject them. Each
letter must bear a legible name and address (and telephone
number if possible) so that the correspondent may be contacted if
necessary. The correspondent's name will be published unless the

Editor is specifically requested in writing not to do so.
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ST PETER’S CHURCH

Priest in Charge Rev’d Rebecca Peters............. 531374

on maternity leave

Associate Priest Rev’d Rosie Bruce ..o 525284

Churchwardens Mrs Val Cross .....ccocevevvenennennne 535183
Mr Colin Arnold ........ccoceeeenee 531923

Organist Vacancy

REGULAR SERVICES

Sunday 8.00am Holy Communion (Common Worship -

Traditional)

10.00 am  Sung Eucharist (CW), except the 3rd Sunday,
when there is a non-Eucharistic All-age
Service
Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (CW) in Lady Chapel.

For Easter Services please see advert on page 14.

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Mon. 7.45 pm Bell Ringing Practice Bell Tower
Tues (1st) 3.00 pm First Tuesday Connections  Church Room
Wed 10.30 am Pebbles (term time only) Church Room
CHURCH REGISTER:
Baptism:

23rd February ~ Isobel Margaret May Sawtell

Tonks Brothers
Funeral Directors

158 Ock Street, Abingdon,
Oxon, OX14 5DL

Telephone: 01235 — 539444

24 Hour personal service
Dedicated chapel of rest
Pre-paid funeral plans available
Memorials Supplied

R
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Funeral Plans
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* Free Inscriptions on all New

Memorials purchased.*

Cleaning, Renovation, Re Fixing & Re levelling,
Additional Inscriptions, Free Brochure.
Visit us at Richs Sidings, Didcot,

DT Tel 01235 812222

BRITISH oF MASONS

Memorial Masons / Stone Masons

Easter Letter from Rev Rosie Bruce

Dear Friends,

After such a long wet winter, could
Spring be here? Spring brings delights;
more daylight in lengthening days, and
at best some warmth, with brightly
coloured blooms and blossoms.

Where better to be than outside,
perhaps in a garden?

At Easter time, as at Christmas, there
are traditions that mark out the Easter
story and the meaning of Easter for
Christians. ‘

Palm crosses and donkey processions, on Palm Sunday, tell of
Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem where he came to celebrate the Jewish
Passover supper. This is a Jewish memorial of freedom and also
one of hope for the Jewish people. As a new Passover lamb on
Maundy Thursday, Jesus became the symbol of freedom for
Christians. Jesus opens the way to new life and freedom for us
though his death on the cross. Hot cross buns on Good Friday
remind us of this.

At St Peter’s church children, young and old, make Easter
gardens to help decorate the church and porch. There are many
Bible stories set in gardens and the Easter story has some too.
Mary was one of the first people to go and tend to Jesus’ body.
Distraught when the body is not there, she thinks Jesus is the
gardener. This is an interesting way to think about Jesus, Jesus as a
gardener.

Easter eggs, chicks and young lambs are symbols of Easter Day
that show to us new life and that Jesus gives us a new way of
living: a new creation. May the resurrection of Springtime bring
peace, hope and happiness to us all.

Full details of our Easter services can be found on page 14 in
this Chronicle

Please join us, everyone is welcome.

2 L
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Rosie Bruce
YOU STAY WE PRAY APRIL

30 March to 5 April: Corneville Road, Crabtree Lane, Lesparre
Close - 6 to 12 April: Drayton Road, Milton Road, New Cut Mill;
Fisher Close, Marcham Road, Meads Close, Rippington Court,
Stone Hill - 13 to 26 April: Steventon Road, Eastway, Eastway
MHP - 27 to 3 May: Church Lane, Henleys Lane, Caudwell Close,
Gravel Lane

Care With Dignity Partnerships\
We are a family run care agency in
Oxfordshire, covering primarily
Abingdon and surrounding areas.
Domestic/Practical/Social/
Personal/Specialist Care
Tel: (01235)847001

Mob: 07976 791790

Website: www.cwdpartnerships.co.uk

\ Email: info@cwdpartnerships.co.uk
Quality - Flexibility - Reliability AN
Value for money Home Helpers Care

Support with daily living
Garden maintenance
Social visits and Palliative care Light domestic help
Hairdressing & Massage Therapy  Respite care
To find out more about how we can support you or a member of
your family please contact our care team at:

01235 848822/848877 07557 956397
enquiries@homehelperscare.co.uk  www.homehelperscare.co.uk

Live in 24 hour care

Day and night sitting
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BAPTIST CHURCH

Church Secretary: Mrs Jayne Henderson........... Tel. 522161
REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICES

11.15am Presently only one morning service per month.
A Family service on the first Sunday
6.00 pm Evening Service. Traditional format.

EVERYONE IS MOST WELCOME

LOCAL METHODIST WORSHIP

High Street, Milton
Sunday Service: 10.30 am

Local contacts: Geoff or Jean Caudle, 531409

FIRST TUESDAY CONNECTIONS Jean Hager

Our monthly tea and chat afternoons are held on the first
Tuesday of the month in St Peter's Church Room from 3.00 pm to
4:30 pm and you are invited to drop in during these times. The
teapot is always at the ready and you can be sure of a warm
welcome. Our next two dates are 01 April and 06 May. If you
need transport or further information please give me a call on
531558.

NEIGHBOURHOOD NEWS

The Chronicle team welcomes Victoria and Darren Wright to
Lockway, also Mr and Mrs Jacobs who have recently moved into
Steventon Road. We hope that both couples will be very happy in
their new homes and will enjoy living in Drayton

(" Sarab’s Carers )

Sometimes in life we all need a little help...
We understand that asking for that help
can be scary but taking that small step
can make life feel so much better

From companionship to personal care, delivered
with a smile and designed to make you feel
special and in control we can be that help.

JANET LYNN FOOTCARE

Mobile Footcare services including nail trimming, treatment of
corns, calluses, fungal nails & more in the comfort of your own home.

Also available:- Paraffin Wax treatment, and Pedicures & Manicures
Day, Evening and Weekend appointments available

Janet Lynn MCFHP MAFHP

Tel: 07714 568115 www.janetlynnfootcare.com
Fully Insured, and with a clear CRB check

The Beauty Spot

12 High Street Steventon
OX13 6RS
01235 833277
Email: gemma@thebeautyspot.info
www.thebeautyspot.info

OPI Manicures & Pedicutes...Massage. ..
Lava Shell Massage...Bio Detox...Waxing...
Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting...
Dermalogica Facial & Body Treatments
Sienna X Spray Tan
*Monthly Special Offers...Evening appointments®
Gift Vouchers available.

Call Sarah now on 01235 828237

info@sarahscarers.com
www.sarahscarers.com
DO YOU NEED HELP AT HOME?
I CAN OFFER A RANGE OF CARE SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY
INCLUDING:
ORGANISING MEALS, SHOPPING & LIGHT DOMESTIC DUTIES
I CAN BE THE FRIENDLY FACE YOU NEED
IF YOU JUST WANT TO CHAT

PLEASE GIVE CARRIE A CALL

01235 848853 OR 07778 036707
References available

Alice’s Nails and Beauty

86¢c Abingdon Road, Drayton 01235
523773

Treatments include Acrylic nails, Facials, Gelish, Spray
tanning, Manicures and Pedicures, waxing and more.

% price Waxing Wednesday and £16 Tans on a Thursday.
Hairdressing available - see below

Contact Alice at the salon for more information
For full details including opening hours please visit website
www.alicenailsandbeauty.co.uk

Lisa’s Hairstyling
01235 523773 or 07919523634
Professional hairstylist in ladies, gents and
children cuts, colours.
Call now to book your appointment!
10% off for all NEW clients
Free parking.
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ALL AROUND

DRAYTON PRE-SCHOOL Laura Hughes

This month the children have been enjoying having their mums
visit during session for ‘Muffins with Mum’, celebrating Mothers
Day and giving the gifts they have made. They also developed
their own theme for the term on dinosaurs, and will be visiting
Oxford Natural History Museum to meet them close up!

Junk modelling is always popular and the children know all too
well that one man’s trash is another’s treasure... and following on
from the success of the Baby and Child Sale, we will be hosting an
indoor car boot/table top sale at the Village Hall, on Saturday 26th
April. Details are not completely finalised as yet but it is likely to
be in the morning, and looks to be very popular if the response we
had to the baby sale is anything to go by! Tables will be £10, if
you would like to book your place please email
chairdraytonps@btconnect.com and we will get the information
sent to you. Perfect timing for a spring clear out, all items
welcome!

We are currently recruiting for an NVQ qualified part-time
Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator. There is the possibility of
increased or permanent hours depending upon the children’s
needs. If you are interested please email
chairdraytonps@btconnect.com for a full job description and more
details.

Our next intake will be in September 2014. If you have a child
aged between 2-4 years and would like to arrange a visit, please
contact Nadine on 01235 536094 or email
draytonpreschool@btconnect.com. There is a baby boom at
present so if you have a child approaching this age do please get in
touch to go on our waiting list, places are limited.

SWIMMING
LESSONS

Private heated pool in Didcot
Age 3 years and up
Qualified Experienced teachers
Max 3 Swimmers per group
Flexible start dates.
Holiday breaks available
Adult 1 on 1 lessons also available

Great value Great results
01235760818 or 07899892910 -
enquiries@mdswimming.co.uk

/\‘
N

MOTION DYNAMICS

SWIMMING

Learn to love your computer!
Are you terrified of your computer? Want help with
your laptop, iPad or tablet? Or do you need to learn
new skills? | can help - at your home, at your pace.
Call Meryl on 07794 656607

Email: info@computertutorabingdon.cosul:
www.computertutorabingdon.co.uk \\'(/

Your Computer Tutor

DRAYTON SCHOOL Justine Regan

Everyone at Drayton Community Primary School is celebrating
a GOOD rating from Ofsted after inspectors visited in February.
We are delighted. We have worked really hard over the last two
years making the curriculum interesting and focusing on the
teaching.

The Ofsted inspection report said: “Teachers make learning
interesting and help pupils to become enthusiastic learners by
providing worthwhile activities and good resources.

“Pupils behave well and feel safe. They are helpful and friendly
and enjoy coming to school.”

Classroom updates:

Robins Class

have been busy finding out about Puff the magic dragon, they
also did a musical workshop, making instruments from recycled
instruments. They put on a performance, using their instruments,
for the whole school, they were amazing!

Puffins Class

are exploring Africa, they have made sunset pictures, using
different paint techniques and making animal silhouettes with
black paper, after reading Handa’s surprise, they wrote letters to
Handa and are in the process of making an African hut in their
classroom.

Blackbirds Class

had a really lovely day at Cotswold wildlife park and learned a
lot about animals of the African savannah. They have also been
exploring instruments and symbols in music.

Red Kites Class

have been looking at Teeth and how to look after them. They are
also looking at how to keep themselves healthy. They all enjoyed a
visit to At-Bristol and took part in real experiments, challenges
and activities in the Live Lab.

Kingfishers Class

are still continuing with their WW2 topic, they visited Steam
Museum in Swindon. They found out what it was like for children
in WW2.

Eagles

have shifted in focus from historical robots, to robots of the
future. Rather topically, they have been using the Digitext ‘The
Last Mission’, to find out about a possible future for their planet
after the ‘environmental fall out’ - the rise of evil robots amidst
flooding and climate changes.

ART & STUFF

6 The Square, Abingdon OX14 5AR (by War Memorial)

New shop in Abingdon, selling modern
and traditional watercolours and oil
paintings, limited edition prints, antiques,
collectables and loads of quirky stuff!
Opening times: Weds, Thurs and Sat 10.30am to 4pm
Friday 12.30pm to 4pm

|
uk

TEL: 01235 533906 / 07415 855890 www.artandstuffgallery.co.

The &'fﬁnﬂ Room
Quality British Made:

Sofas & Chairs, Recliners, Sofa-beds, Lamps, Mirrors,
Gifts for the home, Occasional furniture
Custom made Curtains, Full Re-Upholstery Service

Detor & Amanda Welcome you to our showroom at

22 High Street, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JL
01235 531738 — www.thesittingroom.co.uk
Open 10 — 5 Mon - Sat
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W.L Brenda Malin

Our AGM completed, and our committee secured for another
year, our members enjoyed a fish and chip supper and caught up
with the latest news on members who are unwell, and introduce
and welcomed new members.

Our April meeting is a talk on antique jewellery by Mr Lyne.
Small items of jewellery may be brought along and if a valuation
desired a charge of £2.00 per item is asked. In order that everyone
has a chance to have their treasure inspected, please do not empty
your bank vault!

We look forward to seeing all our members back to full health at
our next meeting, and taking part in our varied program for the
coming year.

DRAYTON WIVES Gwen Price

In February, to celebrate our birthday, we enjoyed a three course
lunch at The Four Pillars in Abingdon. There were about fifty of
us, including a few husbands, and it was a very successful
event.

April diary:

Mon 14th Coffee: Beryl. Gwen, Daphne P

Tues 15th Walk  Ducklington area.

Mon 21st Whist: Pam

Mon 28th Crafts

Wed 30th A.G. M. Tea: Daphne S, Barbara W.

TWINNING SOCIETY Stephen Fearnley

At the start of March we provided the teas for Lime Close
Gardens. It was a dismal day — not quite raining all the time.
Nevertheless there were several stalwarts who braved the
conditions. There have been two twinning meetings since the last
Chronicle — both held in members’ homes. We shall be holding
our AGM on Tuesday the 29th April in the Caudwell Day Centre
and invite anyone interested to come along at around 7:30. There
will be tea or coffee and biscuits to tempt you! To find out more
you can contact Michael Bell (01235 531388) or Stephen Fearnley
(01235 531347). You can discover more about our activities on
the Drayton website - just go to http://www.drayton-near-
abingdon.org/ and follow Village Information and Drayton
Twinning.

1S 1=
T.HE WHEATSHEAF

. ¥, Austin & Geraldine
welcome you: to enjoy

Traditional Home Cooked Food,
Fine Wines and Beers
In Friendly Comfortable Surroundings.
Take away Fish & Chips:

served Mon - Sat until 8pm

Delicious Home Cooked Roast Lunch:
Sunday 12- 3.30 pm
Senior Citizens Lunchtime Menu
and 6.00 to 7.00 evenings
Tuesday to Friday £6.95 including sweet

Bookings :- call Gel or Austin (01235 531485)
Drayton (on the village green)

Drayton Post Office
Mon-Fri9-5.30 Sat9-12.30
& CONVENIENCE STORE
Open All Week 8 am — 10 pm

9, The Green, Drayton, OX14 4JA
01235 531359

VILLAGE HALL Tony Holmes
The March Committee i i
meeting started with Andrew ;
Bax (Drayton 2020 group),
who kindly brought a draft
set of plans for how the Hall
might be upgraded in a
couple of year’s time, IF the parish does indeed receive some
developer funding for improved facilities in return for the expected
new housing in and around the village. The plans will be an
interesting starting point for more ideas, though the projected cost
(up to half a million) should whet the 2020 group’s appetite for
more bargaining? Oh, and do please see copies of the Vale’s latest
leaflet on projected housing for the area, both in the Hall and

village shops.

On a more imminent note, we expect a decision soon on a major
grant application for the immediate project (kitchen, windows &
fire doors), with a further one from the Vale’s Capital fund to be
decided in April. Grateful thanks to the Corneville Trust, who
granted us funding for a new larger cooker, (already in place), a
new larger fridge expected soon, and upgraded electric rewiring.

On a less happy note, we experienced some of the local youth
exploring the Hall roof recently, a bit of a shock to the class that
was in at the time. Parents might care to note that the roof sub-
frame is now quite old, and neither the Hall nor the Committee can
be held liable for the death or injury of any trespasser who has an
accident. A recent incident at an Oxford college, where a student
suffered life-changing injuries after a fall from a roof, is a sad
illustration of what can happen.

The meeting heard that we’ve received a surprisingly high gas
bill, due it’s been discovered to a service engineer turning the
thermostat up for a test, then not setting it back to the normal
level. A cynic might wonder if British Gas has this as a policy;
given that such service visits are quite common for the personnel
involved, they might re-set things as second nature?

The recent paint job on the doors and corridors has been
generally well received, and something else to please users should
be the decision to hold present hire rates for a further 6 months,
pending a review at that time.

Donations to the bra bank have sagged a little, so ladies, please,
we just need a little more support to fill a further bag and benefit
the 2 worthwhile charities involved. And also on support, the
ladies’ Badminton group (Mondays) might still welcome a new
player or two, as might the Sequence Dancers (Thursdays), who
could do with some locals to augment the many who travel some
distance for a night out. The Parent & Toddler group are doing a
‘nearly new’ sale on March 29th, and plan a table-top sale in
another month or two. Our Pilates teacher, (Gillian Frost), is
looking to start a new beginners’ class soon — recent testimonials
mention almost miraculous relief from long-term problems. And
one of our Zumba girls, Gemma, is doing a special family class on
April 8th, (10am), so why not give that a try, always a fun session.

And to close, Naomi Broomfield of the Parish Council reported
that funding has been achieved for a defibrillator, to be in a locked
box on the Hall wall. Anyone calling emergency services will be
given a code for the box, and the unit could just make a vital
difference before a paramedic unit responds, but of course
hopefully it will never be needed.
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MORE ALL AROUND Creative Catering
Westbrook Street, Blewbury
Flexible and affordable catering for all your catering
BOWLS CLUB Roll up needs, including Weddings, Parties, Pig Roasts, Buffets,
We start these notes by catching up with the 2 internal Funerals, Canapé Receptions and Business Lunches.
competitions played. First 'The Wally Weightman Triples' played SHORT NOTICE BOOKINGS WELCOME
in January; going through to play the final will be Doug Rich, 15 Years Experience
Avril Holmes and Pam Lacey, who will play Cyril Carter, Jane For more information or menus please phone
Pimm and Chris Bramwell. Secondly, the winners of 'The Henry 01235 850342 or 07743368373
Bunce' handicap pairs played in February were Jack Mitchenson sheilaaustin@btinternet.com

and Carol Smith. Both events were well supported which is
always good and the next internal competition will be 'The
Attwood Cup'. This will be a bowls drive played for on March °
23rd and is one of the most popular formats of the year. °
The '"Wasps' have completed their fixtures in the afternoon /7 Total Body Conditioning
league, and it will be another week before they will know whether r\
they have retained the title they have won for the last 4 years, \
'Stanford Greys' are the only team able to take it from them, it : :
looks like a tight finish. 'The Hammers still have 2 games to play Gym And Fitness Studio
and look like finishing mid table so all in all looks like a very good

season for the club again. We are a small, friendly team with high standards

In closing I would remind all members to make a note in their Committed to treating YOU as an Individual
diaries of Wednesday June the 11th, when we are planning a lunch
out at Burford. There will be a coach laid on to take us, and if it's
anything like last year it will be a very good day out. Autumn Offer

Daytime Personal Training

TABLE TENNIS John Gould 10 sessions for £150

Our Annual Quiz Night took place on 28th February at the (must be taken between Mon-Fri 9am-5pm)
school. It was a great success from the club’s point of view,
enabling us to raise funds that will help with future running costs.
With 15 teams vying for glory it was a close run and exciting Millbrook House, High Street, Milton, Abingdon OX14 4EL
finale that saw the Drayton W.I. team winning by the closest of 01235 863440

margins. I need to thank Jill Gimigliano for once again providing a www.totalbodyconditioning.co.uk
splendid raffle, my wife Brenda, for operating our new
computerised scoring system, that was provided by Alec Winton
and to our Chairman Kevin Davies for ensuring the contestants

were kept well watered. /

Monday 10th March saw our 2014 Cadets’ (underl6) and
Juniors’ (under18) Club Championships. The finish time overran
slightly due to the close nature of many games. The winners were
— Cadets winner Finlay Greenfield with Peter Weir Runner up. Consultations by Appointment
These two also contested the Juniors Final with Peter coming out A dedicated and caring veterinary team — 24-hr emergency cover -
on top. In the Cadets Doubles Final, Finlay Greenfield and Lewis Ample parking. A branch of our Small Animal Clinic with Hospital
Waddup defeated Peter Weir & Will Stephenson. The Juniors’ Facilities at 111-113 Patk Road, Didcot, OX11 8QT
Doubles was won by Jack McBride & Peter Weir with Bradley Please ring 01235 814991
Cox & Finlay Greenfield runners up. www.larkmead.co.uk

It is good to report that we have a great crop of young players at
the club. Win or lose they are always gracious to their opponents.
All are extremely polite and get on very well with our adult
members. They are all a real credit to their parents and we applaud
them.

Finally the Club’s Bidmead Cup team have reached the Semi-
Finals and will have played Upton by the time you read this.
Hopefully they will be in the Final and news of their progress will
come in next month’s jottings.

Larkmead )
V G
Veterinary Surgery at Uptown Farm

94a High Street, Sutton Courtenay

Suzy Willis & Associates ROARI’S BARBERS
MCSP HPC NoOw OPEN

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPISTS 86a Abingdon Road, Drayton
Old Lodge, Henleys Lane Tuesday to Friday 9am — 5 pm

Drayton, OX14 4HU
Tel 01235 531269
Please ring for an appointment

Saturday 9am to 1 pm
Sunday 10 am to 1 pm

No Appointments needed
Just walk in — Free Parking
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THE RED LION

GREAT RANGE OF REAL ALES, LAGERS,
WINES and SPRITS, SOFT DRINKS,
FRESHLY GROUND COFFEE

OPEN FROM 11.30am to 11.30pm MONDAY TO THURSDAY
11.00am to 12pm FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

QUALITY TRADITIONAL PUB FOOD
SERVED FROM noon to 2.30pm and 6pm to 8.30pm EVERY DAY

GREAT FAMILY GARDEN
AUNT SALLY
GOULDY’S QUIZ EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT

01235 531717

NOTICE BOARD

SMARTWATER Simon Murray

Police have reported on the large volume of lost & recovered
stolen property held by them for which the owners could not be
identified. They stress that there are simple means of marking
property which would identify the owner to the police.

In particular there is a system known as SmartWater. This is a
brand of forensic marking fluid invisible to the eye but becomes
visible under UV light (glowing green). It can be dabbed on items
such as laptops, MP3 players, TVs, antiques etc.

Each bottle is sufficient to mark about 50 items and the contents
are unique to the purchaser much like DNA. Advantages of
Smartwater are that it is linked with the owner not the address, and
does not wear off. Should an owner move house the Smartwater
register needs to be updated with the new address but it is not
necessary to re-mark the items.

There are a limited number of Smartwater kits available at the
Abingdon police station, priced £15, heavily discounted (normal
retail price £60). They can be ordered by phoning 101 & asking
for the front desk. Stickers to affix to windows and doors to show
that Smartwater has been used are also provided. Any items
coming into police possession are scanned on arrival and if
marked are linked with the owner. Neighbourhood policing teams
also carry with them ultra violet lanterns which they use on stop
checks, search warrants & scrap yard checks.

NAGS has been encouraging residents to participate in this
scheme. Appleford is now designated a Smartwater Zone as a
large number of residents are using Smartwater. Parts of Sutton
Courtenay are also designated as SmartWater zones. We are
planning to support PCSO Sandra Syphas in promoting it
(initially) along Steventon Road, Abingdon Road and High Street
in Drayton starting in May.

TELEPHONE PREFERENCE Tony Holmes

Lots of people get nuisance phone calls, from people selling
something or bogus marketing surveys. The Telephone
Preference Service exists to prevent these and generally makes a
dramatic reduction in the number of such calls received.

We registered before Christmas, and I don’t recall being
pestered since. Register online at http://www.tpsonline.org.uk
or, for those that don’t ‘do computers’, you can also phone them at
their Registration Line on 0845 070 0707 - 0845 numbers are
usually free from a landline.

2014 RIDGEWAY DAY Jeff Goddard

The Friends of The Ridgeway invite you to enjoy the many
pleasures of England’s historic downland path on

Sunday, 10th May,
at Court Hill Centre, Wantage, OX12 9NE
between 10.30 am to 4.00 pm

Walk the Ridgeway; enjoy a Nature trail and treasure hunt for
the kids; Relax at Court Hill, with a gorgeous view; Lunch and
home-made cakes at the Barn Café; Admire art inspired by the
Ridgeway; see Birds of prey display; hear Live music. Meet the
volunteers helping to preserve The Ridgeway and its wildlife

Website: www.ridgewayfriends.org.uk

GARD AGM Nick Thompson

The GARD AGM will be held at Stocks Lane Farm Steventon
on Tuesday 22nd April 2014 at 7pm followed by a Committee
Meeting. All who wish to be updated are welcome to attend,

Bee Byes Guest Housm
Your Comfort Assured

¢€<  Sue Birchenough Proprietor

Guest House for the discerning visitor.

1 Haywards Road, Drayton, Oxon, OX14 4LB

Tel: 01235 553775 Mobile: 07809 345576

E-Mail: susanbirchenough@gmail.com
XWeb: http://www.beebyesguesthouse.co.uk/ J
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EVERLAST
Roofing & Building Services

New Roofs ¢ All Flat Roofs ¢ Tiling & Slating * Demossing Chimney
Repairs & Pointing * Facias & Guttering ¢ All Repairs

24/7 Call Out

No job too small
Drayton Based Company

01235 532273 . 07553 911258
Manor Close, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JD

),
Sharman Roofing
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist

tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,
new builds, re-roofs, extensions and sheds

all work considered, call Mark on

07979 791075
www.sharmanroofing.co.uk

msharmanroofing@gmail.com

4 A. GIBBARD

HIGH QUALITY INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
PAINTING AND DECORATING

TeL: 01235 528342 MosBILE 07759 842388
78 STEVENTON ROAD, DRAYTON

Hazel Lee

Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior
Free quotes
07866 509683

hazel.lee78@hotmail.co.uk

Drayton Window Cleaning Service
Est 1990 - we provide a friendly reliable service

Every 4-5 weeks - Free quote - no obligation

Craig Taylor Tel: 01235 512881 Mob:07778661548
www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com
A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home.
Online payment is also welcome.

Other services include: Conservatory roof cleaning;
Fascias cleaning; Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out

SUPPORT DRAYTON 2020!
Richard Williams

This is a long Drayton 2020 report,
needed because of the Vale’s recent
announcement of huge projected
increases in new house numbers for
the Vale of White Horse over its
Local Plan period up to 2031.

But first, our own plan! As reported
last month, the closing date for
responses to the ‘Pre-Submission
Consultation Copy’ of the Drayton
Neighbourhood Development Plan
was Friday 21st February.  The
Drayton 2020 team would like to
thank everyone who took the time to send in their comments. We
will carefully consider them all, and while it may not be possible
to take everyone’s ideas on board, they will definitely help to
inform the next version. The one thing that can be said with
certainty is that the task of refining our Plan just got a lot harder.

Vale of White Horse DC’s Housing Delivery Update

On the same day that consultation closed on our Plan, the Vale
of the White Horse published revisions to its own draft Local Plan,
including a ‘Housing Delivery Update’. To say that these represent
a radical change from the proposals the Vale put forward only last
year would be a dramatic understatement.

Planning authorities’ housing targets must take account of the
level of local housing need identified by an exercise known as the
Strategic Housing Market Assessment (or SHMA), and the Vale
have just completed such an assessment. The SHMA takes into
account not just present housing need; it also has to compensate
for past housing undersupply, and, more controversially, it must
plan for future housing needs based on predictions of economic
and employment growth. The Science Vale Oxford area, which
includes the sites at Harwell, Culham, Milton Park, and Didcot A
Power Station, is regarded as an internationally significant location
for research and innovation, with great potential for future
economic development. Based on the findings of the SHMA, the
authority has determined that up to 20,560 new homes will be
required across the Vale of White Horse by the year 2031. This is
an increase of 7430 homes on the Vale’s previous estimate of
housing need, proposed only a year ago in 2013. What is more, of
these 7430 extra homes, it is reckoned that 4000 will need to be
delivered in the first 5 years after the plan is adopted, i.e. by 2019.

Local authorities all over the UK are under enormous pressure
from central government to build more houses and build them
quickly. Most people would agree there is a need to address the
current housing shortage, but many are concerned about the
consequences of housing policies that prioritise delivery above all
else. Many district councils, including the Vale, have failed to
meet past housing targets, in part for reasons beyond their control.
Granting planning permission for a site does not guarantee that
houses will be built on it. Developers will build the houses only if
and when they are reasonably sure of selling them, and in recent
years, the banks have been reluctant to lend, and people have
struggled to obtain mortgages. There is even a suspicion that some
developers want to restrict the number of houses they build as this
keeps the prices high. Whatever the reasons, the large strategic
housing sites in the Vale, such as Didcot’s Great Western Park,
have not produced the number of homes expected of them,
creating a local housing deficit. This has left the Vale vulnerable
to speculative housing proposals on sites which probably would
not otherwise be considered suitable for large-scale development.
The site in South Abingdon/Drayton Road is a case in point.

In order to ‘take back control’ of planning, the Vale have
decided to identify additional so-called strategic sites across the
region. These are smaller... =
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=  These are smaller than the mega-sites like Great Western
Park, which tend to be built in several phases, and the hope is that
they may be easier to deliver within the critical 5 year period.
However, they are big enough (minimum size 200 new homes) for
a manageable number of sites to be able to deliver the target figure
of 4000 houses by 2019. Thus the just-published update to the
Vale’s Local Plan announces 21 new ‘strategic’ development sites
across the district.

The Vale argues that this move has been forced on them by
circumstances, and that it is better to have controlled growth,
determined by planners, rather than uncontrolled expansion, led by
developers. The problem is that the Vale’s solution bears all the
marks of having been put together in haste, and it is not clear that
the end result can be much of an improvement on the outcome of a
planning free-for-all. Many people would question whether the
goal of building 4000 houses in the Vale in the next 5 years is
sensible anyway, not because they are necessarily opposed to
house-building as such, but because they wonder how the
infrastructure will cope with such rapid growth.

Threat to Drayton’s Neighbourhood Plan

Coming closer to home, it is a matter of real concern that one of
the Vale’s 21 new strategic sites is in Drayton, south of the High
Street. The declaration that this site must now accommodate 200
houses essentially ignores the existence of Drayton’s own
Neighbourhood Development Plan.  Drayton 2020 had already
earmarked this site for housing and is in negotiations with
developers to move forward there. But we had envisaged around
80-90 houses, with extensive landscaping, children’s play areas,
and buffer zones between the new housing and the existing
Conservation Area. The entirely predictable result of the Vale’s
announcement is that the developers have immediately adjusted
their site plans to take the higher figure. To say the least, this has
not been helpful.

The Vale is well aware that we have been negotiating not on one
but on three separate sites across the village — south of the High
Street, plus Manor Farm and Barrow Road. They know this
because they have been working alongside us in meetings with all
three sets of developers. We have pointed out to the Vale that,
across the three sites, we will probably be looking at a total of
170-180 new homes in Drayton anyway, not far off their figure of
200 - but that we do not want 200 on a single site. We believe that
to cram in 200 houses south of the High Street would make the
village and the development less attractive and the houses more
difficult to sell, and that 200 houses would be more deliverable if
spread over three sites than concentrated in one.

Future Traffic Problems:

Many Drayton residents will consider that an extra 200 houses
(or roughly 22% growth) in a village of 900 houses is already
‘pushing the envelope’ beyond its limits. There are modest plans
to upgrade parts of the road network, but they do not seem
adequate to address the scale of the proposed population increase.
It’s worth remembering that, as little as 18 months ago, the
Highways Dept of OCC expressed doubts as to whether more than
20 new houses in Drayton would be sustainable, given the increase
in traffic they would generate when combined with the effect of
new housing development in the surrounding villages.

We have clearly moved into a very different world! It is as yet
unclear whether the Vale expects us not only to provide 200
houses south of the High Street, but also to develop our other two
sites as well. As potentially this could equate to a figure
approaching 300 houses, the implications of it would be very
serious and are regarded by Drayton 2020 as being completely
unacceptable. Routinely, in peak hours, the road between Drayton
and Abingdon is already heavily congested. When the A34 is
blocked by an accident and the B4017 is made the diversion route,
all roads to north and south of the village are grid-locked. If, onto
this already highly stressed road network, we add the additional
traffic produced by 200 (or more) houses in Drayton, 160 in South
Abingdon, possibly 50 in Steventon — not to mention the new
developments in Sutton Courtenay/Milton, we are looking at an

impossible traffic situation. It cannot and will not be alleviated by
a better bus service because no bus company will be able to run a
reliable service in these traffic conditions (Editor’s note: see Tony
Croucher’s letter on page 3).

What can be done?

Drayton 2020 hopes to reach a compromise with the Vale over
their classification of South Drayton as a strategic site. It is not
good enough for them to say simply that our NDP must be in
general conformity with the Vale’s Local Plan. We know that, but
the latter did not exist when we embarked on our NDP. It is
unreasonable for them, in this era of ‘localism’, to produce a new
Vale Local Plan which does not attempt consistency with our
existing neighbourhood plan. The only way we could have ensured
that our Plan conformed with a continually and dramatically
changing Vale Plan would be to have waited until such time
(December 20147?) as the Vale’s Plan is finally complete. If we
had done this, Drayton would have been swamped in the meantime
by speculative planning applications just like all the surrounding
villages, and so any Neighbourhood Development Plan would
have been too late to have any effect.

A meeting with the Vale planners on 21st March indicated that
there may be room for flexibility on numbers, and we will
continue to press for more balanced development across more than
one site in Drayton. Negotiations are also in progress with OCC
Highways Dept and traffic consultants and it is hoped to come up
with an integrated scheme for the High Street and Abingdon Road
which both improves traffic flow and creates a safer environment
for pedestrians, with more and better crossing points.

If you wish to know more about the Vale’s plans, they can be
found on the VOWH website — just ‘Google ‘Local Plan’ for to
extensive documentation. A handy summary will be found at:
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2014%20Local%20P
lan%20leaflet.pdf

What can you personally do?

The public are invited to respond to the Vale’s consultation
process by Friday 4th April, but it may be that this edition of the
Chronicle does not get to you in time for you to meet that
deadline. Do respond anyway, by the deadline if you possibly
can! The Parish Council will send a formal response of course.

In the meantime, it is business as usual for the Drayton 2020
Steering Group, which continues to meet on alternate Friday
evenings in the Caudwell Centre in Gravel Lane at 7pm. All
meetings are open to the public and the next scheduled meetings
are on the 4th and 18th April 2014. It would be great to see you
there.

If you wish to receive reminders of other Drayton 2020
meetings and events, please ask the Parish Clerk, David Perrow,
via an email to draytontwentytwenty@gmail.com. Alternatively,
David can be contacted by email at draytonclerk@yahoo.co.uk or
by telephone on 07909 176061. In addition, the agendas and
minutes of all Steering Group and working sub-group meetings
and many other documents relating to Drayton 2020, including
maps, are now available on the village website: www.drayton-
near-abingdon.org

plus

Specialist employment law services
for businesses and individuals
Contracts, Settlement agreements, Dismissals,
Discrimination, Employment Tribunals, Redundancy
Solicitors recommended
by The Legal 500 and Chambers
Tel: 01235 861919
Email: jkelly@employmentlawplus.com

www.employmentlawplus.com
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
Richard Williams

Report of the Meeting held on Mon 3rd March 2014

This month’s meeting was dominated by discussion of the
Vale’s updated Local Plan, and its implications for Drayton’s
Neighbourhood Development Plan. As this subject is covered at
some length in this month’s Drayton 2020 article on pages 10 and
11, it has been decided to hold over the March Parish Council
report until next month.

Please see the advert on the front page for details of the Annual
Drayton Parish Assembly on 07 April and the end of the 2020
article for meetings of the Drayton 2020 Steering Group.

—

/7 DRAYTON TELEVISION )
SERVICES

Digital TV aerials installed Extra aerial points

Satellite Sky or Freesat Repairs
TV tuning and programming New TV Sales

Television Wall mounting FREE ESTIMATES

BOOK-KEEPING / ACCOUNTING
SERVICES
by semi-retired qualified accountant
Very reasonable rates
Call Chris on 01235 820430

\ : )
& Telephone: 01235 531451 j

Learn to Drive with your Local Instructor

Fast friendly patient tuition
Door to door home or work
Evening and weekend appointments available

Discount on pre-paid block booking

PHILIP PULLEN 07733 360230
email:phil.pullen@btinternet.com

JEFF’S DRIVING SCHOOL
COMPETITIVE RATES
CONTACT: JEFF COX

—

@ -===f.

01235 -203038
07866 — 903400
JC_OX14@YAHOO.CO.UK

¥ 1

W J. TAYLOR & SONS

X FORGE GARAGE
3‘._, HIGH STREET, DRAYTON
¥ Nr. ABINGDON, OXON OX14 4JW ¥

Car, M/C & 3-Wheeler

I: M.O.T. WHILE YOU WAIT :I

CAR - Service and Repairs
VINTAGE WEDDING CAR HIRE
Telephone ABINGDON 531350

leards

’Wc, clean your oven...so0 you don't have to
We clean your oven... so you don’t have to.

Do you wish that your oven looked as good as new?
Does the thought of cleaning your oven fill you with dread?
Have you been putting it off for a rainy day?

Do you hate the thought of scrubbing for hours
and still not being happy with the results?

Then call today to have your oven, aga, hob,
extractor or microwave professionally cleaned.

Call now to book your oven valet.

01865 326130 07711 445190

E: tyronesmith@ovenwizards.com
W: www.ovenwizards.com

OXFORDSHIRE TILING SUPPLIES
NOW OPEN FOR ALL TRADES PEOPLE
AND PUBLIC

OFFERING A RANGE OF ADHESIVES, GROUT, LATEX, TOOLS,
MATTING, WATERPROOFING KITS, UNDERFLOOR HEATING
AND A RANGE OF TILES ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
YOU CAN FIND US AT 4-5 THE QUADRANGLE,
GROVE TECHNOLOGY PARK,
WANTAGE, 0OX12 9FF

OR CALL DAMIAN ON - 01235 364920 / 07842024765

OPENING HOURS
\MON —FRI18.00-17.30 SAT-8.30- 12.30/

Q@ cgb MINDER 5

Serving Drayton and nearby villages
and towns for the past 22 years
Professional yet personal care for your
pets and home when you’re away
01235 520290 info@keyminders.co.uk

www.keyminders.co.uk
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NEED HELP WITH YOUR BUSINESS
OR GARDEN?

Responsible person available with 20yrs experience

@ Q Book-Keeping, 60wpm Typing, )
== Microsoft Word, Excel and Outlook \\
Gardening, Grass Cutting, Weeding \1

Give me a call: Linda 01235 531212
email: linda.businesshome@gmail.com

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES
Stephen R. Matthews i

“ "
16 Frilsham Street,Sutton Courtenay e S,
Oxfordshire OX14 4AZ y

Tel: 01235 848163 o S
Mobile: 07796 532356 iy L R
All kinds of work undertaken, including:

e garden clearance and restoration e o

o fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning il ! p

e hedge cutting, rockeries, turfing "

e fencing and landscaping.

P Southcg Garclen Solutions AL
3 Everyone can have a beautiful garderx.
T:rustratecl with yourgarclcn?
‘ Need it to be something it's current]y not?
Want to do it 9ourse]{j but not sure where to start?
Gardcn Design and Consu]tancg Scwiccs
Find out more with no commitment.
Sara Southey 07860454514

www.southey—garden—so[utions.co.uk

Just Grass

Weekly / Fortnightly
Lawn Mowing Service

Tel: 01235 553468 Mob: 07921102100

General Garden Maintenance
Hedge Cutting - Tree Work
Julian Cook. 43 Sutton Wick Lane, Drayton

MISSING YOUR CHRONICLE Derek Pooley

Are you someone who lives in the village but doesn’t get a
paper Chronicle delivered to your house? If so, this is probably
because our Chronicle Team leader (Gareth Davies on 01235
529510) cannot find a volunteer (all the Chronicle production and
delivery team are volunteers) to deliver Chronicles (and hopefully
sell lottery tickets as well) in your road.

There are three things you can do:

1. Call Gareth and volunteer to be the agent for your road

2. Go to Vickery’s hardware store and collect a paper copy
from Lawrence, who kindly keeps some for us

3. Visit the village website (drayton-near-abingdon.org) and
download the pdf version. The latest Chronicle is always
there by the beginning of the month and the website also
has pdf versions of all issues back as far as 2004

DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT
Richard Webber

Houses, houses, houses:

Assuming the figures are correct, and |
very much hope that the many high-
powered number crunchers in this area
will get involved in ensuring that they
are, we look like having to take 21000
more houses between now and 2031.
When I asked which sites had been
rejected, I was told “none”. In other
words every possible site has been looked
at and they cannot find any more. If
anyone knows any better and there is some secret location, ripe for
development, please let the planners know. There is hardly any
room for manoeuvre; it looks like a fait accompli.

The real nonsense is that granting planning permission for lots
of houses does not, in itself, solve anything. It simply hands all
power to landowners and developers. What matters is “rate of
housing delivery” and that depends on the ability of developers to
build and sell their houses. At present, we are delivering around
500 houses a year in the Vale. We are hopeful that we can get that
up to 700 next year. It is very doubtful that we could ever exceed
800 a year. We have never managed that before, why should we
manage it now? To achieve the target being set in the latest Local
Plan for consultation, we would need to achieve a build rate of
1200 a year every year until 2031. The potential backlog by 2031
is almost incomprehensible.

Drayton2020 — a calm sea in an ocean of angst:

Everyone outside Drayton is angry/worried about planning. I am
well aware that some of what is proposed in our Neighbourhood
Plan for consultation is not pleasing everyone, however, in
Drayton there is more calm, more agreement and more clear
thinking than almost anywhere else. I want to assure those that are
not happy with current proposals that we are still some way from a
final Plan. There is still much consultation and modification to be
done. There remains plenty of opportunity to negotiate maximum
benefit/compensation where the impact of housing is considered to
cause harm. Everything, every piece of evidence, every conclusion
and every statement will be crawled over by a Planning Inspector
before it goes to referendum. If he doesn’t like it, he will throw it
out. If he passes it, but people are still not happy, they can vote the
plan down at referendum.

Like all those who have put hours and hours of their time into
our Neighbourhood Plan, I hope and believe that this village can
produce something really very special for the future, something
that the overwhelming majority believe is better than what has
gone before - and do it whilst the rest of the world has gone mad.

New Police Initiatives:

Neighbourhood Return. Relatives, Friends and Neighbours of
dementia sufferers who ‘wander off” can now ring or email an
organisation which passes details to volunteer searchers in the
right area. This has led to the speedy homecoming of many
sufferers. www.ourturn.org.uk tel: 0116229311 prospective
volunteer searchers can find further details on the website.

SmartWater. Don’t be surprised if you find a police
representative on your doorstep in the next few weeks offering you
SmartWater, a brand of forensic marking fluid containing millions
of microscopic particles that constitute an individual property
identification code. The liquid is invisible to the naked eye, but
glows green under UV light. It can be painted onto valuable items
(e.g. laptops, MP3 players, televisions, mobile phones, cameras,
antiques, jewellery, bicycles, motor bikes). Thames Valley Police
have SmartWater marking kits which are suitable for homes. Each
kit can mark up to 50 items and is available at a heavily discounted
rate of £15 per kit (normal price £60).

Contact me on 534001or at richard.webber@ntlworld.com
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K. L. YATES BUILDERS

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING SERVICES

Extensions and Alterations
Property Maintenance o
Kitchens and Bathrooms IFMB
Carpentry and Tiling bt ey |

Call RICHARD for an estimate on
01235 531275 or mobile 07788 738248

K Boswell Building Services

Brlcklayer and general builder.
23 years experience. Fully insured.

New builds, extensions, stonework,
repointing, home improvements,
patios, fencing.

All jobs considered. Testimonials available. For a
free, no obligation, quote contact Kevin Boswell
Tel: 07867785151 or email: kjboswell@sky.com

THOMAS & JARVIS
BUILDERS
EST 1962
01235 531334
07885 308334

email: thomasandjarvis@hotmail.co.uk
EXTENSIONS RENOVATIONS MAINTENANCE
DECORATING DRIVEWAYS PATIOS FENCING
THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE

BENTON & BRYAN BUILDERS

For all types of building work from a
reliable local company

Extensions, Alterations, Kitchens & Bathrooms,

Carpentry, Decorating, Patios, Plastering,
Roofing, Brickwork and Plumbing

MOB: 07905386150
TEL: 01235 832513

M. S. Lally

Gas Boiler Service
01235 848592 0796 7015 065

Servicing and Repairs
Systems Installed o
Boiler changes safe

Systems Power Flushed B
85 Milton Road, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4BX

COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT
Richard Webber

X1 Bus Service

The local manager for Thames Travel
very kindly (and bravely) attended the
last meeting of SC Parish Council. The
new timetable we are assured will be up
and running “very soon”, and they are
very hopeful that the glitches, which
beset the last timetable, will have been
ironed out. We were told that the section
of the X1 route, which continues through
Abingdon to Oxford City Centre, was
programmed to satisfy a perceived need by Sutton Courtenay
Residents to be able to get directly to Oxford. It was pointed out
that, if the X1 service terminated at Abingdon, anyone could easily
change to any of the many Oxford fast service buses. Indeed,
given that all the buses concerned were run by Thames Travel, no
business would be lost. We all understand that bus services need to
make financial sense as far as possible, but terminating the X1
service at Abingdon would surely allow an extra service (perhaps
Didcot to Abingdon via Appleford / SC East / Culham). This
would please all those who feel stranded in SC East, Appleford
(and Culham) by the abandonment of the old 32 Service. If you
agree, please contact Thames Travel and let them know.

Grants

Good news in that the hard-pressed County Budget has managed
to find some money to continue the Community Grants for next
year. The sum is halved from last year, but at least organisations
such as SC Primary School, transport for the elderly and the
Damascus Youth Project (all of which benefitted this year) will
still have somewhere to go for something next year!

Flooding

At a very useful meeting I attended last week, a representative
of Thames Water suggested that the reason that many people in
South Abingdon were having problems with their drainage in the
recent heavy rainfall was because they were not using their WCs
correctly. This took me right back to 2007, when the councils, the
various agencies and the residents all became involved in a blame
game as many people’s homes were in the process of being
flooded. Thankfully, although there is still plenty of room for
further progress, the authorities are now much better at working
together. The causes of flooding are rarely simple. Our ability to
predict who will flood and when is still far short of perfect. When
it happens, rapid, co-ordinated responses are what is needed, not
blame. We can sort out who was to blame later. Telling people
whose houses are about to flood that they are not using their
cisterns properly is not likely to be very productive.

Editor’s Note: If you are someone who is frustrated by the
lateness and unreliability of buses serving Drayton you should
read Tony Croucher’s letter on page 3, defending the drivers and
the bus company.

N. HAYCROFT PLUMBING

A complete Plumbing Service

Taps, Tanks, Ball Valves, Leaks,

Stopcocks, Burst Pipes, Pumps, Cylinders,
Immersions, Radiators, Basins, Sinks.
Installation of Washing Machines, Dishwashers,
Showers & Bathrooms

Over 30 years experience

All work fully guaranteed and fully insured

Tel: 01235 814739
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WESTMINSTER LETTER
Ed Vaizey

As your MP, I am often asked to help
communities with challenges they face.
Usually, these will just affect one town or
village, but there is now one issue which
will affect most of the Didcot and
Wantage Constituency: the electrification
of the railway in Oxfordshire, and the
resulting plans to close 18 railway bridges
across the area. Even if you don’t live
near a bridge which may be closed for, we
hear, up to 6 months, the chances are you
will travel through an area which will be affected.

I am very much aware of the problems that the temporary
closure of railway bridges and subsequent traffic diversions would
cause and share the concerns of so many Constituents on that
score. [ have been directly in touch with Network Rail about the
issue for some weeks and a member of my staff attended a briefing
about the matter at County Hall. T have also visited a business
owner to hear about the impact on his and other local businesses,
which will be dreadful. To begin to try to sort things out, I have
called a meeting with Network Rail senior executives specifically
about this matter. I believe Network Rail have proved to be both
insensitive and incompetent so far, as sadly has been demonstrated
in the very, very poor process and communications about Fulscot
Bridge which is to remain closed for months to come even though
it should, by now, have reopened.

I am also arranging the meet the Minister responsible, Stephen
Hammond MP, to make it clear that while I support the
electrification of the railway line, which will lead to cleaner, more
efficient railway services, it cannot be introduced at the expense of
grotesque inconvenience to my Constituents.

I have quite a large list of Constituents to whom I send
occasional updates on progress in dealing with Network Rail on
the general issues about electrification and particularly the impact
on bridges and road closures. If you would like to be added to that
list, please email me at vaizeye@parliament.uk and I will ensure
you are kept up to date — but will try not to swamp you with
communications.

Another issue, of course, that has affected many people across
the Constituency is the recent flooding. 1 was very pleased that
work done by communities since our last major floods in 2007
meant that things never got quite as bad as they did then. =

AJTaylor ‘e

General Services \

07906 849524
adrian.taylor6099@sky.com

e All aspects of removals and storage,
plus house clearance welcome

o All gardening jobs such as weeding,
mowing, hedge trimming, removal of
garden waste etc

e Painting and decorating inside and out,
including woodwork, fences and sheds.

+.. ROBERTS

DOMESTIC | PPROVED

®ES ELECTRICAL =

Domestic | Commercial | Industrial

Electrical Hard Wire Testing

Domestic Electrical Reports

Landlords Certificates

Portable Appliance Testing

Re-wires Full or Part

Extra Power or Lighting Points
Electrical Showers Complete

Security Lighting, Fire & Intruder Alarms
Low Energy Lighting Installations

Data & Telephone Wiring

TV & Home Entertainment Installations
Heating Controls and Wiring

Office: 01235 528800 Mobile: 07786 930463

Windy Ridge Court, Milton Road, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4EZ
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS

CPPM ELECTRICAL

All Electrical work undertaken
24 Hour Service

Complete rewiring

Complete Shower Installations
New wall sockets

Lighting installations

Fuse boards consumer units
Repairs

Outside lights

Appliance connections

Pat Testing

Landlord Certificates
Part P Approved
Switches

Fault Finding

Extra Telephone Points
Security Lights
Extractor fans & hoods

www.cppmabingdonelectrical.co.uk
s Tel 01235 554655
M| 2z =nn= Mob 07756 353433 . 7

At

DOMESTIC [
INSTALLER [' -

= As the waters subside, I have been working with others both
locally and nationally to try to help with the immediate recovery,
but also to look to the longer term and to make sure that we take
the most effective possible measures to protect against such
extreme weather in the future.

My mailbag this month continues to include a diverse mix of
issues, ranging from pupils taking holidays during school term
time to the use of wild animals in circuses. With the Chancellor of
the Exchequer set to deliver his Budget in March, I have received
a particularly high number of letters and emails calling for beer
duty to be frozen for this year. I am pleased that the Government
decided to make a targeted reduction in beer duty and abolished
the beer duty escalator at Budget 2013. I'm assured that the
Chancellor is fully aware of many of the arguments made in
favour of a freeze in beer duty for 2014, and is also sympathetic to
the case of responsible drinkers.

As ever, please feel free to contact me on any matter either at
the House of Commons, SW1A 0AA, or at 020 7219 6350 or by
email to vaizeye@parliament.uk. Email is the quickest and most
reliable way to get in touch, as I keep a very close eye on my
emails and can reply very quickly. Surgery details can be found at
WWW.vaizey.com.
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REGULARLY OCCURRING EVENTS

D RAYTO N D IA RY Weekly in Drayton Hall unless stated otherwise

MONDAYS
FOR APRIL 8.45am  Pre-School Playgroup (in Term) School Ground Bldg
Regular Events are listed opposite 10.30 am Pilates Class. Tel: 814299
All events are at Drayton Hall unless stated otherwise 1.15pm Baby Sign Language Classes (in Term)
To book Drayton Hall call Tony Holmes on 531180 2.00 pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours)
or visit www.draytonvh.co.uk 5.45 pm Beavers (Boys/gitls, 6-8 yrs, Tel. 512834)  Steventon Hall
Sun 06 allday Bowls Competitions 6.30 pm  Novice Table Tennis Coaching School
Mon 07 7.00 pm Parish Council Annual General Meeting 7.00 pm  Scouts (Boys/girls, 8-10 yrs, Tel. 512834)  Steventon Hall
Tues 08 10.00 am Family Zumba 7.15pm Drayton Wives Whist (3rd Monday) Caudwell DC
Fri 11 6.00 pm Oxford Drama Network AGM 7.30 pm  Junior and Adult Table Tennis School
Sun 13 9.00am Dog Show - Griffon Bruxellois 7.45 pm  Bell-ringing St Peter’s
Mon 14 9.15am Chronicle Lottery deadline Vickery’s 8.00 pm Ladies Badminton (call 01865 340462 to join)
5.00 pm Chronicle copy deadline Vickery’s box TUESDAYS
Mon 21 9.00 am Dog Show - Elkhounds 8.45am  Pre-School Playgroup (in Term) School Ground Bldg
Sun 27 9.30am Stage Combat Workshop - to 4.00 pm 1.45 pm Drayton Art Group (until 4 pm) Caudwell Day Centre
3.00 pm First Tuesday Connections (1st Tuesday) Church Room
3.00 pm  Junior Netball (for 1 hour) School
3 6.00 pm Ladies’ Netball (for 1 hour) School
St Pete' S ChuICh 7.00 pm Pilates Class — also at 8.00 pm - call 814299
Easter Services 7.30 pm League Table Tennis School
WEDNESDAYS
MAUNDY THURSDAY- 8.45am  Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)  School Ground Bldg

10.30 am  Pebbles (Babies & Toddlers — in Term) Church Room
11.00 am  Mobile Library (Fortnightly, for 15 min) Haywards Rd

17th April at 7:30 pm

Holy Communion with washing of hands 1120am  Mobile Library (Fortnightly, for 20 min) The Cross
_ 11.45am Mobile Library (Fortnightly, for 15 min) LyfordClose

GOOD_FRIDAY 1.15pm More Life: call 01865 487216
18th April at 10.00 am 1.45pm  Whist — now each week Caudwell Day Centre

2.00 pm Drayton Wives (last Wednesday)
2.15pm Badminton
6.15pm Brownies

Joint Baptist and St Peter’s service
commencing at the Baptist church and ending at St Peter’s
with hot cross buns after the service

6.15pm  Cubs (Boys/ girls, 8-9 yrs, Tel. 512834) Steventon Hall

EASTER SUNDAY — 7.00 pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours)
. 7.30 pm  Junior Table Tennis, age 9+ School
20th Apl‘ll 7.30 pm Bingo Session Caudwell Day Centre

Holy Communion at 8.00 am THURSDAYS

(said service, book of common prayer) 8.45am  Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)  School Ground Bldg
Sung Eucharist at 10.00 am 9.00 am  Foot Clinic (First Thursday) Caudwell Day Centre
with an easter-egg hunt after the service 9.30 am Holy Communion St Peter’s Lady Chapel

9.30 am Parent & Toddler Group (in Term)

2.00 pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours)

* ~+ * ~* 7.30 pm  W.I. (2nd Thursday) Caudwell Day Centre
. \@ (ﬁ’ R . \@ @’ Y 7.30 pm  Sequence Dancing. Tel: 531701

) , « FRIDAYS

A A A A

8.45am  Pre-School Playgroup (in Term) School Ground Bldg

. 11.00 am  Friday Club (fortnightly) - 202466 Caudwell Day Centre
The Annual Air & COU“"'Y Show 7.00 pm  Whist Drive (ACHLoFriends)  Caudwell Day Centre
at Abingdon Airfield (Dalton Barracks) SUNDAYS

j on Sunday 4th May. 8.00 am Holy Commqnion . St Peter’s

'@Q o 7 . . . . . 10.00 am  Sung Eucharist (All Age Service 3rd Sunday) St Peter’s

= j”\ﬁ Once again the Flying Display will contain 1115 Family Ti Baptist Church
R highlights of both modern and vintage 0 am. ramly tme aptist Chure

i 6.00 pm Evening Worship Baptist Church

types, as well as a Static display of
aircraft.

7.30 pm  Zumba fitness class

Ground attractions include Tank Rides, Crafts, Williams

F1 Car, Amusements, Falconry, Arena Demo, Vintage & DRAYTON VILLAGE WEB-SITE
Classic vehicles, Doctor Who Daleks and much more.
[ o

The gates open at 10am on Barrow Road, Admission on
the gate is Adult £15, OAP £10, 5-15yr olds £5, under 5s )

Free, Advance rate are Adult £12, OAP £8, 5-15yr olds Don’t forget that you can find the latest Chronicle, and past
£4, under 5s free, free car parking. issues back to 2004 , by visiting www.drayton-near-abingdon.org,

. . . the village web-site,. You can also use the site to look up Parish
Advance tickets are available at selected local Tourist / Council minutes, contact the Parish Clerk and see details of the

Visitor Information Centres, or online via our website. Drayton 2020 Neighbourhood Plan project.

.abingdonairand try.co.uk
www.abingdonairandcountry.co.u Printed by Mayfield Press,

e are agaih supporting the: Ashville Way, Oxford.
Thames Valley & Chiltern Air Ambulance Trust. Telephone 01865 714715
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