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‘NAG5’ Safety Update
Action Fraud Is the UK’s national reporting centre for

fraud and financially motivated cyber-crime. Run by the City of
London Police, working alongside the National Fraud
Intelligence Bureau, this specialist team uses information from
all reported fraud and cyber-crime cases to create alerts about
new types of crime, or those which are increasing in severity.

 Action Fraud is now working with the Neighbourhood and
Home Watch Network’s Neighbourhood Alerts team in order to
increase the distribution of fraud prevention alerts.  Over the
next few months these alerts will include information about the
following common fraud and cyber-crimes:

a) People calling to tell you there is an issue with your bank
card, which they need to collect from you to fix the problem.

b)  People selling event and entertainment tickets, weight-loss
and teeth whitening drugs and selling vehicles online.

c)  Or those selling a bogus investment in shares or precious
metals, or wanting people to invest their pensions.

d)  People posing as someone else to persuade your business
to send money to a new bank account to pay for an invoice.

e) Cyber-criminals, who want to infect your computer or
smartphone in order to steal your banking details or to ‘lock’
important files to prevent you from using or viewing them.

f)  Fraudsters who persuade people to pay a fee in advance of
receiving a loan, which never materialises.

You can help to protect yourself by following the simple
prevention advice provided in every Action Fraud alert sent by
Neighbourhood Alert.   To receive these alerts by telephone or
by text message please call Neighbourhood Alert on 0115
9245517.  For e-mailed alerts please visit the Alert website at
https://www.member-
registration.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/20/join.

If you believe you have been a victim or fraud or cyber-
crime please report it to Action Fraud by calling 0300 123
2040 or via the website:- http://www.actionfraud.police.uk.

NAG5 can be contacted by calling 01235 848694, or please
email neighbourhoodactiongroup5@hotmail.com

In This Issue :- P12 Neighbourhood News (farewell
Sandra);  P8  A house that didn’t need planning permission?!;
P3 New Players please;  P15 Clever Dogs – but we need your
help;   P7 Mary Lyon – an almost unknown star in our midst;
P2  Are you a lucky winner?    P4  Things to consider for Lent?
P9  Pansy – In Memoriam;   P5 Give us a try?    P15  Hall News.
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COMING CHRONICLES
 The APRIL Chronicle will be available for distribution to Area
Agents on Friday March 27th.

The Editor will be David Lee (202699). Contributions may be
e-mailed (see below, safest is to ‘editor@’), or placed in the Chronicle
letter box, outside Vickery’s store on Drayton Green,

NO  LATER   than 5.15 pm on Monday, March 16th  2015.

After this deadline, items are given less precedence for inclusion
(No guarantees!), and certainly need to reach us by the  Wednesday.

STOP PRESS - ADVERTISERS should note that the deadline
for ads is EARLIER, Friday March 13th, due to their preparation time.

NB :- Can we politely remind Contributors that the above
deadlines are exactly that;   there seems to be a trend (with increasing
use of e-mail) of sending items later.    It should perhaps be realised
that the later an item is received, the less precedence it gets.

The box is checked a little before the deadline. It is a great help if
items can be left a few days before the closing date. Thank you.

NOTES for CONTRIBUTORS
All contributions to the Chronicle are most welcome. Be sure to
include the name, address and (in case clarification is necessary)
telephone number of the author.  Contributions can be made :-

1. If you’ve Internet access, by email to the relevant editor (and
please use a meaningful title, we get a lot called Chronicle!)

to reach the next editor ==> editor@draytonchronicle.net
Derek Pooley  >>> derek_pooley@talk21.com
David Lee       >>> david_r.lee@ntlworld.com
Tony Holmes  >>> tony-holmes@ntlworld.com

Please remember to check that you soon get a confirmation reply.
We do occasionally have emails sent that just don’t arrive!

2. An email attachment, in WORD please.
3. A good, black typescript on white A4 paper or smaller. Or

perhaps hand-written, either way, NAMES in CAPITALS please!
4. IF in any doubt, ASK the EDITOR!

THE  FOLLOWING  TWO  MONTHS

Issue for
Copy for publication by
Mondays (nb  Agents

Lottery Packs Fri before)

Chronicle published and
available for distribution

on Fridays:-

May 13 April 24 April
June 11 May 22 May

NB Please note that Ad rates have been increased in 2014 –
they’d been held since 2006, but sadly costs keep rising.

ADVERTISING RATES
For Block Advert (about 1/12th page)

- - - Number of Monthly Inserts - -
Advertiser Category  1 3 6 12
Drayton Resident £6.00 £16.00 £31.00 £60.00
Non-Drayton Resident £7.00 £19.00 £37.00 £72.00
Half-size block adverts, normally for one or two inserts, are
charged at half the above rates.
All requests must be accompanied by cash or a cheque

 made payable to ‘Drayton Chronicle’.
They may be placed in the Chronicle Letter Box, outside Vickery’s

Hardware Store, Drayton Green, in shopping hours,   OR
send your requirements :- advertising@draytonchronicle.net

Letters to the Editor You may request that your name & address
are not shown;  but we MUST have those details, & phone number.

CHRONICLE LOTTERY

Carol Arnold,  Hon. Promoter

RESULTS OF THE - FEBRUARY -  LOTTERY
Prize Winner Agent
£25 Mrs A Durkin 25 Whitehorns Way Trudi Buckner
£20 Mr Johnston 49 Abingdon Road Jayne Henderson
£15 Mrs Taylor 25 Lockway Christine Sadler
£10 Phyllis Thomas 37 Lyford Close Teresa Burnage
£10 Mrs H Sainsbury 41 Steventon Road Janet Dale
£10 Cliff & Victoria Hartley High Street Doreen Mason
£10 Martin Trendall  3 Eastway Teresa Burnage
£10 Mr Johnston 49 Abingdon Road Jayne Henderson
£10 S Woodley 25 Binning Close Cathy Norris
£10 Elizabeth Morgan 6 Eastway Teresa Burnage

Winning tickets, from 1748 sold, were randomly drawn via computer
(similar to Premium Bonds). Eastway did well, as did Mr Johnston

(benefits of buying more than one ticket!); Could YOU be an agent? -
even if you just deliver some Chronicles, that would help.

M. S. Lally
Gas Boiler Service

01235 848592     0796 7015 065
Servicing and Repairs
Systems Installed
Boiler changes
Systems Power Flushed

85 Milton Road, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4BX

HAVE YOU TRIED OUR FREE RANGE EGGS?
SUTTON COURTEN AY

MIL TON

DRAYTON

STEVENTON

BROOK FARM

Brook Farm, Milton Road

OPENING HOURS
Mon to Sat - 9.00am to 1.00pm   Except Friday 9.00am to 6.00pm

FREE RANGE EGGS,  & POTATOES (if available)

EVERLAST
Roofing & Building Services

New Roofs • All Flat Roofs • Tiling & Slating • Demossing Chimney
Repairs & Pointing • Facias & Guttering • All Repairs • 24/7 Call Out

No job too small
Drayton Based Company

01235 532273 • 07553 911258

Manor Close, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JD

DISCLAIMER This Journal is published in all good faith and
every care is taken in its compilation. The organisers of the
DRAYTON CHRONICLE, and its Agents, therefore accept no
responsibility for OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for the validity of
any ADVERTISEMENT, nor for any EFFECTS ARISING
WHATSOEVER from the publication.
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ALL AROUND
Drayton Players Jean Hager

Good news at last, Drayton Players are back in business again.
Happily we are able to give some positive news of the Players
being back and ready to roll. We have a nucleus of enthusiastic
members, eager to take part, an experienced Director, who is new
to us, waiting in the wings and others waiting to tread the boards.

We are now looking for a suitable comedy which would most
appeal to our audiences. We would also welcome some new talent
in the Group to help us get off the ground. During the past few
years many new families have settled in the village and we would
very much like to hear from anyone (all ages welcome) who would
consider joining us in what is a really interesting and fun-filled
leisure pastime.

You may feel that being on stage is not your favourite place, but
that is just the tip of the ice-berg, with all manner of backstage
support which is equally important, eg lighting, set-building,
sound, wardrobe, front and back of house.

The list is very long and, if you would like to fit into our team
somewhere, please do contact Mike Davies, our Chairman, on
(01235) 821351 or email info@DraytonPlayers.org.uk for further
information.  And look at the website www.DraytonPlayers.org.uk

There will be further details shortly so Watch This Space.

THE WHEATSHEAF

Austin & Geraldine
welcome you: to enjoy

Traditional Home Cooked Food,
Fine Wines and  Beers

In Friendly Comfortable Surroundings.
Take away Fish & Chips:

served Mon - Sat until 8pm

Delicious Home Cooked Roast Lunch:
Sunday 12- 3.30 pm

Senior Citizens Lunchtime Menu
and 6.00 to 7.00 evenings

Tuesday to Friday £6.95 including sweet

Bookings :- call Gel or Austin (01235 531485)
Drayton (on the village green)

W.  J.  TAYLOR &  SONS
FORGE GARAGE

HIGH STREET, DRAYTON
Nr. ABINGDON, OXON OX14 4JW

Car,  M/C  &  3-Wheeler
M.O.T.  WHILE  YOU  WAIT

CAR -  Service and Repairs

VINTAGE WEDDING CAR  HIRE
Telephone   ABINGDON 531350

JANET LYNN FOOTCARE
Mobile Footcare services including nail trimming, treatment of

corns, calluses, fungal nails & more in the comfort of your own home.

Also available:- Paraffin Wax treatment, and Pedicures & Manicures

Day, Evening and Weekend appointments available
Janet Lynn   MCFHP  MAFHP

Tel : 07714 568115 www.janetlynnfootcare.com
Fully Insured, and with a clear CRB check

DRAYTON WIVES             Gwen Price
At our January meeting we were entertained by Mary Greenham

who was a teacher for many years. She obviously loved her work.
Christmas nativity plays were a favourite time of year for her. She

recounted all the funny episodes that occurred in nativity plays. We
all enjoyed her stories.

DATES for March:-

Mon   9th Coffee: Daphne S, Margaret L
   Fri    13th Thame walk
   Mon 16th Crafts
   Mon 16th Whist: Pat P
   Weds 25th Meeting, given by Hugh Warwick

:- The life of hedgehogs       (tea Ellen, Pat H)

ST PETER'S CHURCH HOME-VISITING GROUP
will visit anyone who is, or has been, ill or is recently home from

hospital, or unable to get out because of a disability, or is in any other
circumstances where support would be welcomed.

Please contact:-    Jean Hager (531558),  Sally Dixon (531547),
Ros Blogg (535589)  or  Margaret Watts (527145).

NB   PLEASE DO SEE pages 11 & 13 for further references to
the Drayton 2020 project, and more on the upcoming referendum.

THE WHEATSHEAF

Drop-in Event
Land West of Abingdon Rd / North of Barrow Rd

Residential & Recreational Development Proposals

Miller Homes, Mr Paul Caudwell and WYG Planning
and Environment invite you to a drop-in event at
Drayton Village Hall, Lockway on Tuesday 17th March.
Copies of the current planning application plans will be on
display and the project team will be available to answer any
questions you may have regarding the application.  You are
welcome to attend any time between 3:30 and 7:00pm.

For more information, please contact Trevor Moody or
Martin Hawthorne.

Tel. 02382 022800
planning.southampton@wyg.com



March 2015  Page 4

ST PETER'S  CHURCH
Priest in Charge Revd Rebecca Peters 531374
Associate Priest Revd Rosie Bruce 525284
Churchwardens Mrs Alison Bone 202188

Mrs Linda Johnson 527521
Organist Vacancy

CHURCH NOTICES
REGULAR SERVICES
Sunday 8.00 am Holy Communion (CW - Traditional).

10.00 am Sung Eucharist (CW)  except 3rd Sunday, when
a non-Eucharistic All-age Service is held

Thursday 9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) in Lady Chapel

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Monday 7.45 pm Bellringing Practice Bell Tower
Weds 10.00 am Pebbles (term time only) Church Room

CALENDAR  for MARCH
Tues 3rd 3.00 pm 1st Tuesday Connections Church Room

DO please see the separate notice in this issue for the list of Easter
services, and ‘Messy Church’.

PARISH REGISTER
Baptism Nov 30th Maia Rose Allinson

(NB This is a correction from the last issue, when
Maia’s name was inadvertently given as ‘Marie’ –
not sure where the glitch crept in, but apologies to
the family).

YOU  STAY – WE PRAY (March)
1st to 7th Hilliat Fields; Lyford Close; Manor Close; The Green
8th to 14th High Street;  Chiers Drive;  Cheers Farm;  Halls Close
15th to 28th Lockway;  Whitehorns Way
29th to 31st Corneville Road;  Crabtree Lane;  Lesparre Close

Hamel’s Memorials
Memorial Masons / Stone Masons

* Free Inscriptions on all New Memorials purchased.*
Cleaning, Renovation, Re-fixing & Re-levelling,

Additional Inscriptions, Free Brochure.
Visit us at Richs Sidings, Didcot,

Tel  01235 812222

BITS& BYTES Andrew
Computer Consultant 07969 694 238

Data Recovery
Software/Hardware Upgrades and Installations
Malware and Virus Removal
Home Networking
Remote Customer Support
Pickup and Delivery free
Pickup and Delivery free
Home visits - travelling expenses + time

KOGELS of Abingdon Limited
HOME EXTENSION SPECIALISTS
AND GENERAL BUILDERS

72 Steventon Road
Drayton

Tel:   Abingdon (01235) 531200 Abingdon
Email: kogelsofabingdon@btconnect.com Oxon
www.kogelsofabingdon.co.uk OX14 4LD

Letter from  St Peter’s – Thoughts for Lent
Dear Friends,
What a joy to have the days gradually lengthening!  We are now

in the season of Lent, traditionally a time of reflection and penance
in preparation for Holy Week and Easter, many people these days
struggle to know what to do with this ‘season’.

May I suggest the following:-
a. Take time out to reassess things in your life: priorities,

pressures, commitments, and the place of God and faith in the mix
of life for you.

b. Each day to find time to be quiet, even if it’s for only a few
minutes. Calm your thoughts, breathe deeply, and ask God to meet
you in the stillness. Try reading a Psalm, or part of a Psalm, from
the Bible (e.g. Psalms 19 and 23). Pray.

c. Try to make time to do something special for someone else
each week – A meal? Visiting? An act of kindness?

d. Try going without something you really like for Lent – and
giving the money saved to charity. There are lots of possibilities.

Most importantly it is a time to reflect upon our relationship
with God. How would you describe your relationship with Him?
With Jesus Christ? Distant? He invites you to draw near.

Occasional? He invites you to know His presence everyday.
Close? He invites you to come even closer.
If you would like help with the adventure of faith, then please

ask and don’t let the opportunity slip by. May Lent this year be a
special ‘season’ for you, and may there be great fun on the
adventure, even joy! Happy exploration!

God Bless Rebecca

Town Furlong
Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864

www.townfurlong.co.uk
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(MORE) ALL AROUND

Drayton MILLENNIUM GREEN Jane McWhirter

A new team of volunteers have met and set up to take over and
take forward the upkeep and maintenance of our Millennium
Green. A very big thank you to the previous committee headed by
Nick Hamilton for all their hard work since the very start, and from
seeing this project from its beginning to the wonderful space we all
have to enjoy in the heart of Drayton.

As a group we are initially looking to ensure that we can arrange
regular grass cutting, maintenance on the existing trees and also
look to get the existing path back to its original state and perhaps
extend this path around the perimeter of the meadow. We will be
working closely with, and look forward to input from the Parish
Council, Drayton 2020, the Church and School.

If you are interested in helping there are two ways to consider.
Come and join us on the committee, I am a great believer in “many
hands make light work!”, please contact me if you would like
more information.

Secondly, you could become a Friend of the Green, by making a
small contribution on either a monthly or annual basis to help with
the upkeep and future improvement of the Green.

If this interests you, then please do contact Victoria Griffiths
(victoria@griffinpc.co.uk). The Green is a registered charity so any
payments could also benefit from Gift Aid. Jane McWhirter

(Drayton Millennium Green Committee; to contact, email to :-
chair.millenniumgreen@gmail.com)

All rooms are en
suite

For more information
Ring Glenn or Janet on
01235 531457 or visit

www.theredliondrayton.co.uk

ARE YOU IN THE DARK ? If your streetlight isn’t
working, or wastes resources by being on in the daytime, then
PLEASE report it on the County Council hotline (free) 0800
317802 -  help them by giving the town, road, and if possible
the number on the post, or failing that the nearest house.

Suzy Willis & Associates
MCSP HCPC  AACP

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPISTS
Old Lodge, Henleys Lane

Drayton, OX14 4HU
Tel   01235 531269

Please ring for an appointment

Drayton TABLE-TENNIS Club John Gould
As reported in a previous issue, 4 of our 7 teams entered this

season’s Handicap Shield competition. This is for all teams
throughout the Didcot League, offering the chance to play teams
from divisions other than their own. It’s a challenge for the top
players to recover from substantial points deficits and lesser players
to test themselves against the more competent.

I am able to report that 3 of our teams have reached the last 8,
these being the C, E & G teams. We hope they can go all the way
as did last season’s C team (different players from this season’s
team), who won the event.

The Bidmead Cup is also a handicapped tournament for the
clubs. Each team is made up of players from different teams and in
different divisions. This is a good mix of abilities and Drayton is in
a group with RAL and Moreton Clubs. Again Drayton was last
season’s winners so we hope we’ll emulate the victory again.

Monday night practice continues from 6.30pm each week. We
have a number of ‘non league playing’ social members who enjoy
their weekly ping pong. Anyone over 9 is welcome to join in and
play. It’s £2.50p per session – good value as you can stay up to 10
pm.   There is no upper age limit and our adults and children all
mix well. There will be regular coaching sessions throughout the
season. So if you wish to find out more, please ring 01235
531328.

K Boswell Building Services
Bricklayer and general builder.
23 years’ experience. Fully insured.
New builds, extensions, stonework,
repointing, home improvements,
patios, fencing.
All jobs considered. Testimonials available. For your
free, no obligation quote contact Kevin Boswell

Tel: 07867785151 or email: kjboswell@sky.com

St Peter's Church Youth Group
QUIZ EVENING WITH PLOUGHMAN'S

At DRAYTON SCHOOL
WITH RAFFLE AND DONATION BAR

On Friday 10th April - 7 for 7.30pm start
Proceeds to 'Leah's Wish' & 'Blue Skye Thinking'

Tickets £6 each or £20 for a family (max 6 people)
Tickets from A. L. Vickery and Son or contact
Gemma: 07894 637020 Georgina: 01235 531923
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BAPTIST CHURCH
Church Secretary:-   Mrs Jayne Henderson ............... 522161

REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICES
11.15 am Presently only one morning service per month;

 this is the Family Service, and is on
the first Sunday of each month.

6.00 pm Evening  Service.     A traditional form of service,
frequently with guest speakers.
(Communion every second Sunday)

Come and join us every Sunday – we look forward to seeing
you. EVERYONE IS MOST WELCOME

Caring for Pets, Horses & Farm Animals
throughout South Oxon

Didcot & Sutton Courtenay 01235 814991
Cholsey & Benson 01491 651379
Horses & Farm Animals 01491 651479

www.larkmead.co.uk

Drayton Window Cleaning Service
Est. 1990 - we provide a friendly reliable service

Every 4-5 weeks - Free quote - no obligation
Craig Taylor  Tel: 01235 512881 Mob: 07778 661548

www.elitewindowcleaningservice.com
A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home.

Online payment is also welcome.
Other services include: Conservatory roof cleaning;
Fascias cleaning; Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out

Hazel Lee
Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior

Free quotes
07866 509683

hazel.lee78@hotmail.co.uk

WESTMINSTER VIEW
Ed Vaizey’s column (Wantage & Didcot MP, also he’s

Minister of State for Culture, & the Digital Economy)
A subject which I know is close to the hearts of many of my

constituents is Community Pubs.  Since the Localism act brought
in the right to bid, people across the country have nominated
around 600 pubs which have then been listed as Assets of
Community Value. These are assets – land and buildings –that are
important to the community and have traditionally been so used.

Once submitted if the asset comes up for sale a special window
is opened to give the community the chance to buy the asset before
it goes on the open market.  Pubs have proved to be the most listed
type of asset!  By the end of March the Government is planning to
bring forward more legislation so that in future when a pub is
listed as such an Asset, a planning application will be needed for a
change of use or demolition. Hopefully this will lead to 1000’s
more of our most valuable pubs becoming Assets of Community
Value and retain them at the heart of our communities.

Screening films is another fantastic way to get communities and
people from all walks of life together. A new project has been
designed by the British Film Institute (National Lottery funded) to
support groups launching and running their own Community
Cinema.  It aims to bring the cinema experience to more people
across the UK. This project includes advice on how to actually
start up a cinema, funding, licencing, etc, details can be found at
www.neighbourhoodcinema.org.uk it is well worth checking if
this is an idea which interests you, your friends and neighbours.

My mailbag this month has been dominated by the issue of
mitochondrial donation, widely reported in the press under the
headline “three-parent babies”. As you may know, the House of
Commons voted to approve a new scientific technique that will
help prevent mothers from passing on serious mitochondrial
diseases to their children. Whilst I am very aware of the concerns
that a number of constituents have raised with me, I think it is very
important to note that thorough, scientific reviews have found no
evidence that these techniques are at all unsafe.

The scientific community has been clear in its support for the
introduction of these regulations. Estimates show that 1 in 6,500
children born in the UK each year suffer from a serious
mitochondrial DNA disorder. Parliament’s intention in approving
these regulations is to ensure that mothers who carry damaged
mitochondria can have children with the confidence that they will
be born without the devastating and often deadly conditions that
can be caused by serious mitochondrial disease. The approval of
these regulations will be life-changing for those families who are
affected by mitochondrial disease.

If you need to get in touch with me,  telephone 020 7219
6350, write, c/o House of Commons, London SW1A OAA, or you
can e-mail me (quickest) on vaizeye@parliament.uk ;  the Website
is www.vaizey.com with up to date news and surgery details (these
are on Fridays, 5.30pm to 7pm, & need no appt).

(Editor’s note – the submitted text states that “Email is the
quickest and most reliable way to get in touch, as I keep a very
close eye on my emails and can reply very quickly”.  Odd then that
my comment on the previous issue’s epistle – it urged people to
vote in the May election, as their opinion is vital – has been
ignored after several weeks. I’d merely observed that the public’s
widely reported apathy with MPs wouldn’t have been helped
locally by the granting on appeal of the proposed South Abingdon
development, overturning all local planning decisions. Somewhat
against the ‘Big Society’ concept, and our Prime Minister’s
promise of “local decisions by local people”?   I should add that I
am not for or against any particular party, after many years of
evidence I have a basic distrust of the motives of most politicians).

Need help with your computer?
Are you terrified of your computer?
Need help setting up or fixing your PC or iPad?
Or do you want to learn new skills?
I can help! At your home, at your pace.

Call Meryl on 07794 656607
info@computertutorabingdon.co.uk
www.computertutorabingdon.co.uk

Your Computer Tutor
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MARY LYON
On Christmas Day, Mary Lyon enjoyed a glass of sherry

followed by the traditional lunch. Afterwards she and her great
friend and carer, Miriam, watched the Queen on television and
then Mary settled herself into her reclining armchair for a nap. She
didn't wake up.

  Such a quiet passing is typical of someone whose long life in
Drayton was so quiet that few other residents, apart from her
neighbours in Crabtree Lane, knew her. But to the rest of the
world she was a famous geneticist. The Mary Lyon Centre in
Harwell is named after her and a theory she developed which
provides insights into the genetic bases of disease is often referred
to as ‘Lyonisation’; last year the UK Genetics Society created the
Mary Lyon medal in her honour.

  Mary Lyon was born on 15 May 1925 in Norwich. In 1943 she
became an undergraduate at Girton College, Cambridge but, at the
time, women were still not official members of the university so
she was granted a 'titular' degree.

On completing a PhD in genetics she joined a research group
studying the genetic hazards of radiation. In 1954 she moved to
the Medical Research Council Radiobiological Research Unit at
Harwell and became its director in 1962. Her work in biomedical
science won her many international awards, including membership
of the Royal Society and of the US National Academy of Sciences.

 Although she officially retired in 1990, she continued to do
academic work at the Unit and was attending scientific lectures
there right up to 2012. Those who worked with her at Harwell
described her as “a fantastic mentor and friend” and “one of the
great scientists of the 20th century”.

 During her last few years she suffered from Parkinson's Disease
and very poor eyesight. She was, however, always grateful for the
tranquillity of her garden and the friendly, helpful attention of her
neighbours.

(grateful thanks to Andrew Bax, who collated the above)

Bee Byes Guest House
Your Comfort Assured

Sue Birchenough Proprietor
                                Guest House for the discerning visitor.
1 Haywards Road Drayton, Oxon, OX14 4LB
Tel: 01235 553775 Mobile: 07809 345576

E-Mail: susanbirchenough@gmail.com
Web: http://www.beebyesguesthouse.co.uk/

Just  Grass
Weekly / Fortnightly

Lawn  Mowing  Service
Tel:  01235  553468 Mob:   07921 102100

General Garden Maintenance
Hedge Cutting -   Tree Work

Julian Cook. 43 Sutton Wick Lane, Drayton

DRAYTON PARISH COUNCIL
Is in Urgent Need of New Councillors

Are you interested
 in serving

your Community
in Drayton

by becoming a
Parish Councillor?

Drayton Parish Council elections will be held on Thursday 7th May
Would you be willing to stand for election as a Parish Councillor?

Details from: David Perrow, Parish Clerk tel. 07909
176061 or email: draytonclerk@yahoo.co.uk
Further information from VWHDC Website:
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-
advice/local-democracy/elections/elections-2015

Gym And Fitness Studio
10 Personal Training sessions

For just £150
Weekdays before 5pm only

We are a small, friendly team with high standards
Committed to treating YOU as an Individual
Tailoring a programme for YOUR NEEDS

Well-equipped gym • Vibration training • Pilates
• Yoga • Personal training •

Millbrook House, High Street, Milton, Abingdon OX14 4EL

01235 863440

www.totalbodyconditioning.co.uk
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YOUR LETTERS

Warming? -  Not So Hot!

Dear Sir, 70 Steventon Road
     I should like to offer some balance to a recent spate of

articles and letters that support, and therefore sustain, the current
hysteria around so called “man made global warming”. The whole
concept, propagandised by a vocal minority, is without scientific
basis but, by working on the well tried principle that if something
is repeated loudly and often enough it will come to be accepted as
true, this group has won the ear of millions and almost every
government body worldwide.

When I was very young, perhaps six years old, I remember that I
thought that the wind was caused by the waving about of the trees.

 A fact, proved by many sets of data though little publicised, is
that the level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere (that hated
“greenhouse” gas that is the essential to our life on earth!) goes up
when the temperature goes up. This is exactly as one would expect
due to the operation of established laws of physics (Henry’s Law)
and the vast amount of carbon dioxide dissolved in the oceans.
However, the “experts” constantly tell us, although they must
know it isn’t true, that it is the increased level of carbon dioxide
that causes global warming.

 Just like my trees and the wind it is exactly the other way round!
My idea was down to infant ignorance – what is their excuse?

I would not be allowed enough space in this magazine to
document the cases of reckless speculation, error, mis-information
and downright fraud which have been used to get us to where we
are, this by people and institutions we should be able to trust,
some respected seats of learning and august scientific bodies.

All I can do is wonder that when our country is supposedly deep
in debt we are wasting millions, (billions?), on this dreadful
rubbish and a futile attempt to reverse the progress of 150 years
and recreate the medieval world “for the sake of our
grandchildren”!

In Drayton we have personally witnessed the destruction of a
perfectly functional and efficient power station. Green dogma,
subsidies and taxes have greatly contributed to the increased cost
of fuel and food, thus adding to the poverty of people both in this
country and the developing world.

I have tried in face-to-face and written argument to engage with
the local “warmists”, including our newly local eco-activist with
his “educational”(?) charity but with little success.

To be honestly and accurately informed, I suggest reading some
good “climate change denying” literature, I can recommend a
couple of books; “Watermelons” by James Delingpole and “The
Mad, Mad, Mad World of Climatism” by Steve Goreham.

No doubt if this letter is published (complete and unedited) there
will be a response of the usual Ad Hominem kind. Don’t let that
dissuade you. The truth is almost invariably with the minority.

Yours Faithfully, Alan Bourne

Coffee Morning
St Peter’s Church
Saturday 7th March

10 am to 12 noon
Cards and cakes for sale

 And a raffle - proceeds to Children’s Society
(If you have a Children’s Society box

please return it on that Saturday)

St Peter’s Drayton
Easter 2015

PALM SUNDAY - Sunday 29 March
8am Holy Communion
10am Dramatic Reading of the Passion Story

Messy Church Sunday 29 March 3pm – 4:30pm
at Drayton School

MAUNDY THURSDAY - Thursday 2 April
9:30 am Holy Communion
7:30 pm Foot/hand washing and Holy Communion

GOOD FRIDAY - Friday 3 April
10am Ecumenical Service: Donkey procession from the

Baptist church, round the village, to St Peter’s church.
Followed by hot cross buns in Church room.

2 pm - 3pm Meditation on the Cross, Church room.

EASTER DAY – Sunday 5 April
8 am Holy Communion

10 am Family Communion followed by :-
Easter Egg Hunt !!

       

QUACK!
Dear Editor, Sutton Wick
The popular Duck House on the Sutton Wick pond has had a

makeover thanks to the skills of Martin Brandon of Whitehorns
Way. The House was originally installed in 2009 to mark the
expenses scandal in which Tory MP Sir Peter Viggers claimed
£1,654 to cover the costs of the 'essential' item.

In his day job Martin heads the Wood and Timber team at Fred
Knight's famed Builders Merchants in Abingdon.

Tom Shebbeare

Letters to the Editor
We welcome articles and letters on a variety of subjects. However,
the Editors reserve the right to shorten, clarify or reject any letter or
text.  If something is rejected, or held over to the next issue (this for
space reasons) then the sender will usually be suitably advised.
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MORE LETTERS

DRAYTON YOUTH CENTRE CHARITY
Dear Sir, (via email)

Applications are invited from any Youth Organisation in
Drayton wishing to apply for financial assistance from the above
charity.   To request an application form please send an email to
karen.tinson1@ntlworld.com  or  telephone 01235 531596.

Applications must be received by 31st March, all applications
will be considered at the Charity’s meeting to be held in April
(precise date to be confirmed).

Kind Regards, Karen Tinson

       

THE DOG SHED
FOR ALL YOUR GROOMING NEEDS

Please contact Kelly on: 07909 090242

Email: kellyshippy02@googlemail.com

Based in Drayton, Abingdon
 Clipping/Scissoring  Hand stripping Nail clipping

THANK YOU!

Dear Friends, The Green
I’d like to thank everyone for my beautiful BIRTHDAY cards,

which were MUCH APPRECIATED!
Bless you ALL.

Doris Vickery

Housekeeping & Ironing Services
Sue Oliver

Fully Insured & all Staff are DBS checked.
All equipment & cleaning products supplied.

Call now or email for a quotation
East Way, Drayton, Abingdon - Tel: (01235) 468402

Email: sue@hsoliver.co.uk

PANSY SMITH

We are sorry to report that Pansy Roberta Smith (nee Carter)
died on 7th January 2015, just 5 days short of her 100th birthday.
Pansy was born in Steventon where she lived until July 1932 when
she married Henry Smith, a local builder. They lived for a while in
Harwell before eventually moving to a bungalow in Steventon
Road, Drayton, built by Henry.

Pansy and Henry had 5 children namely Iris, Avril, Douglas,
Mavis and Anthony (Keith). In addition, Pansy's family grew to 13
grandchildren, 26 great grandchildren, and 13 great great
grandchildren.

In addition to raising a large family, Pansy was very active in
Church matters having served on the Parochial Church Council
and also worked as a housekeeper for 6 different vicars over 40
years, after initially just filling in for a friend who had been ill !

At the age of 95 Pansy moved to St Katharine's Nursing Home in
Wantage, where she continued to take part in activities that were
suitable for her, especially any singing or musical entertainment.

Pansy's funeral and Thanksgiving Service for Pansy's full life
was taken by the Reverends Rebecca Peters, Josie Midwinter and
Dorothy Derrick at Drayton Church on January 20th; it was very
well attended by many relations, friends and representatives from
St Katharine’s.

(Grateful thanks to one of Pansy’s grandsons, Adrian Smith, of
Gloucester, who supplied the above text.  We can supply his
contact details, if anyone perhaps wishes to contact him with any
further recollections of Pansy’s life)

Messy Church
Drayton Community
Primary School, Easter theme

  Sunday 29th March
3-4:30pm crafts start at 3pm
Fun for all the family. Craft and building activities,
games, stories, informal worship and refreshments.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.



March 2015   Page 10

Richard Webber
Drayton District & County Council Report
A friend who has friends, who are some of the most highly

qualified ‘Planning’ academics in the country, suggested that I
really should do some more reading on the subject. In an effort to
show willing, I have been burying my head in books on the
‘Utopian Movement’ (from the turn of the 20th Century begun by
Cadbury and others in an effort to plan for the future). New Cities
(eg Welwyn and Letchworth Garden Cities) where people could
live and work in pleasant, healthy environments in well built
homes, in easy reach of shops, services and open countryside.

Arguably, but for WW1 – Britain would now have many more of
them. The economic downturn of the twenties and ever since, the
increasing focus on economic growth as the driving force behind
planning has allowed Britain to slip well behind much of Europe
in developing those ideas. The experts argue that this explains
much of why we are where we are today:- speculative planning,
over-rapid development, an over-dominant South East, climate
change and growing divisions in society. What I have learned so
far is:-  Britain lacks a GRAND PLAN.  How we’d like the whole
country to look and function at the end of the century, with
guidelines on size, on population distribution, on how the country
is to be connected, of a better sharing of resources and so on.

As part of the Grand Plan, a number of Regional Plans taking
into account and protecting the enormous variety of landscape in
the British Isles. The Regional plans would set the framework for
the Local Plans (which at present play far too little heed to one
another) and the Local Plans would set the framework for >>>

Neighbourhood Plans, where people are directly involved in the
planning process, & where local knowledge from people who live
and work there is used to ensure that Neighbourhoods function
properly as they develop.

There should be nothing threatening about Planning. It should be
seen as an opportunity to make things better for the future, should
involve all of us and be filled full of ambition.

The Drayton Neighbourhood Plan is certainly not the whole
answer. We need the help of optimistic, courageous, far-sighted
national politicians to give us that (Ed’s Note :- Jolly good luck
with THAT!).  But the Drayton Neighbourhood Plan is surely a
small and maybe significant step in the right direction.

Sharman Roofing
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist

tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,
 new builds, re-roofs, extensions and sheds

all work considered, call Mark on

07979 791075
www.sharmanroofing.co.uk

msharmanroofing@gmail.com

Creative Catering
Westbrook Street, Blewbury

Flexible and affordable catering for all your catering
needs, including Weddings, Parties, Pig Roasts, Buffets,

Funerals, Canapé Receptions and Business Lunches.
SHORT NOTICE BOOKINGS WELCOME

15 Years Experience
For more information or menus please phone

01235 850342 or 07743368373
http://www.creative-caterer.co.uk

A.L.VICKERY & SON
5, THE GREEN, DRAYTON,  OX14 4JA

01235  531497
COOKSHOP – HOUSEWARES – DIY
ELECTRICAL TOOLS – GARDENING

LOCKSMITHS – KEYS CUT WHILE YOU WAIT
OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY,  9 to 5.30

CREDIT CARDS TAKEN
Park your car outside the Store

NOW STOCKING HOOVER BAGS AND PRE-PACKED COAL

County Report (cost savings)

Two ideas are being seriously considered in an effort to wrestle
the County’s finances back into the black. The first is the
suggestion that an Oxfordshire Unitary Council (one Council
responsible for everything) would certainly save some money.
How much money is arguable. There is evidence that Oxfordshire
is probably too big to deliver all services. There is also the issue
that the commissioned report into just how much money might be
saved, itself cost the hard-up county some £40K. The idea has
gone down like a lead balloon with all the District Councils who
argue that their own, relatively healthy financial positions, would
be jeopardized by such a move. It would surely have been more
sensible to consult the Districts before commissioning the report.

The second idea is to remove the post of Chief Executive from
the County Payroll. It seems it is more than an idea as the CEO has
already announced that she will be going in May. The Council is
being told that her role will be taken over by the Leader of the
Council – this has not been agreed by the Council as yet and will
be the background to a very stormy Council Budget meeting. The
potential savings are considerable. The issue is whether it is right,
appropriate or sensible to hand over the running of a near
£1billion turnover organization to a politician.

Richard Webber (OCC & VWHDC)

If you have feelings on this, or any other County or District issue
you would like me to hear, please contact me on 01235 534001
or Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com

Tonks Brothers
Funeral Directors

158 Ock Street, Abingdon OX14 5DT
Tel 01235 539444

166 Kennington Rd, Kennington OX1 5PG
Tel 01865 736144

Day or Night

www.tonksbrothers.com

‘Proud to be a family business’
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Drayton 2020 – Latest Update
As most readers will know by now, the referendum for

Drayton’s Neighbourhood Plan is to be held on Thurs 12th March.
Although the subject was covered in great detail in last month’s
‘Referendum Special’, I make no apology for one more reminder,
taking advantage of the fact that this March issue of the Chronicle
should be delivered in the days immediately leading up to the
event! Poll Cards have already been sent out, if you have not yet
received yours, you should contact the Vale as soon as possible.

The polling station is Drayton Village Hall, and the hours of
polling are 7am to 10pm, so that everyone, whatever their work
pattern, should have plenty of opportunity to cast their vote. The
question on the ballot paper will be "Do you want the Vale of
the White Horse District Council to use the neighbourhood
plan for Drayton to help it decide planning applications in
the neighbourhood area?" A straightforward ‘Yes’ or ‘No’
answer is required.

I feel it is important to restate a number of key points and to
explain both what our Neighbourhood Development Plan has
achieved so far, and the huge amount of work still to be done.
Thanks to it, Drayton residents have had a serious input into
planning the village development that will take place over the
next 16 years (up to 2031). During the many discussions we
have had with developers and the Vale planners in the last two
and a half years, the greatest time has, understandably, been
spent on the subject of housing. However, we have also secured
for the village play and recreational facilities that Drayton has
lacked for decades, and would not have been able to obtain
without some development taking place.

On the three main sites identified as suitable for housing in the
Plan, Manor Farm offers the prospect of a new village green which
will ‘open up’ in every sense a new centre for Drayton. The South
of High Street site offers cycle path and footpath connections
between the High Street and Eastway, and a circular ‘green’ walk
with several play areas around the perimeter of the new housing.
Barrow Road offers two, perhaps three football pitches, a possible
cricket pitch and a children’s play area. While all new housing
developments are required to provide some play facilities,
proportionate to the increased demand they generate, there is no
doubt that through negotiation, we have obtained more land and a
much better deal, more closely tailored to the aspirations of the
community, than we ever would have achieved without working
together to realise our Plan. There is also no question that the
developers’ original plans and layouts have undergone significant
modification and improvement, thanks to the input of Drayton
2020’s various working groups and the comments of residents.

The Drayton 2020 Steering Group obviously hopes that the
referendum will prove to be a ringing endorsement of the Plan
(more of which later), but if it is, we do not simply declare the
project a success and sit back to enjoy the achievement. Nothing
could be further from the truth. Our next move is into new
territory – what might be called the ‘implementation’ phase of the
Plan. If the initial ‘Plan-building’ phase was hard work, this next
phase promises to be every bit as tough, and no one should
underestimate the challenges that lie ahead. We do believe that our
developers will deliver the benefits promised in the Plan - for the
very good reason that there is a Plan and this is what they have
signed up to. But the devil is in the detail, e.g. we will get the land
for our football pitches, but they will require laying out and proper
preparation, suitable drainage arrangements, ongoing maintenance,
decent changing facilities and so on.

Developers have many monetary obligations to meet– they will
have to make substantial ‘Section 106’ contributions to the Vale
and OCC towards the costs of education, public transport, and a
host of other areas.  The cake has to be split many ways.

We will get some developer money towards the cost of
Drayton’s new facilities, but some will have to be sought through
grants, and we will have to do some fund-raising. There is nothing
new in this. The present Drayton Village Hall was built in the mid
1970s, largely funded by monies raised locally by the village. We
are going to have to put in similar efforts. The completed Plan is
thus a marker along the route: it is by no means the end point.

I should conclude by repeating (acknowledged in the last issue)
that the Plan will not please everyone; probably no Plan could. If
you are a householder whose view will be directly affected by the
building of new houses, you will probably have a different
response to the Plan from that of the householder who isn’t so
affected, although of course all residents will be affected in some
way by new homes, if only by increased traffic. BUT, please
note:- No Neighbourhood Development Plan can be used as a
means to block housing development. The Localism Act of 2011,
which introduced NDPs, specifically forbids this.

Development was therefore heading Drayton’s way no
matter what. At the very heart of the NPPF (the National
Planning Policy Framework) there is a presumption in favour of
‘sustainable development’. We can debate the definition of
‘sustainable’, but as the South Abingdon site shows, if the District
lacks a 5-year land supply, the debate is frankly academic:  the
development is likely to be approved regardless. The pressure to
build more housing in the area will not diminish, regardless of
who is in power after the May general election

Drayton 2020 has tried to ensure that the sites identified for
housing in our Plan are the ‘best’ both for existing residents and
for the new residents moving in. Unavoidably, there is some
conflict between these objectives. But Drayton 2020 felt that, for
example, the noisiest sites closest to the A34 might be suitable for
other types of development, but not for housing.

Through extensive public consultation, the holding of many
public meetings, and by offering the opportunity to participate in
its various working groups, Drayton 2020 has attempted to
facilitate a democratic process. However, ‘democracy’ does not
mean that everyone gets exactly what they want. Nor can it mean
that exactly the same weight is assigned to every opinion.
Therefore, many, if not most, of the policies in the Plan represent a
compromise between what is desirable and what is achievable.

Finally, it was explained last month that the referendum will be
won if the Plan is supported by 50% + 1 of the votes cast, i.e. if
only 3 votes are received and 2 of these are ‘Yes’, the Plan passes.
Clearly, if this really was the full extent of the vote, it might be a
technical ‘win’, but it would carry no moral weight whatever. It
would also be subject to immediate challenge. Developers would
simply argue - the turnout is so low, the vote has no validity at all.
In such circumstances, who could say they were wrong?

I predict with reasonable confidence we will get more than 3
votes on 12th March, but the point still applies! The higher the
turnout, the greater the credibility of the result, positive or
negative.  Drayton’s questionnaire in the summer of 2013
achieved a nearly unprecedented 64% return, greatly boosted by
the tenacity of the distributors getting householders to fill in the
forms. We do not expect to get a 64% turnout on 12th March, but
let’s show the Vale that Drayton residents care about their village,
and aim for the highest turnout in any Neighbourhood Plan
referendum so far. So please, please: Vote in Drayton’s
referendum on 12th March. Vote ‘Yes’ or vote ‘No’. But
VOTE!!

No dates have yet been decided for Steering Group meetings in
March. If held, the meetings will be open to any Drayton residents,
and they normally take place on Friday evenings in the Caudwell
Centre in Gravel Lane at 7pm. If you wish to receive information
about these and other Drayton 2020 meetings and events, please
contact the Parish Clerk, David Perrow, see page 13 for details.

Richard Williams



March 2015  Page 12

DANES/MACE STORE
Mon-Sat 5am-8pm -  Sun 6am-6pm

FOR ALL YOUR PAPERS, MAGAZINES,
GROCERIES, FROZEN FOODS,

CARDS, OFF LICENCE  and
SAVOURY  SNACKS.

LINK CASHMACHINE AVAILABLE
LOTTERY TICKETS

In Store Bakery and
Freshly cut sandwiches

MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN

NOW WITH PAYPOINT

TEL: 01235 554813
Fax No:  01235 531217

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES
Stephen R. Matthews
16 Frilsham Street,Sutton Courtenay
Oxfordshire OX14 4AZ
Tel: 01235 848163
Mobile: 07796 532356
All kinds of work undertaken, including:
 garden clearance and restoration
 fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning
 hedge cutting, rockeries, turfing
 fencing and landscaping.

Electrical Problems?   Call

 Roberts
  ELECTRICAL

Domestic ●  Commercial ● Industrial
 Electrical Hard Wire Testing
 Domestic Electrical Reports
 Landlords Certificates
 Portable Appliance Testing
 Re-wires Full or Part
 Extra Power or Lighting Points
 Electrical Showers Complete
 Security Lighting, Fire & Intruder Alarms
 Low Energy Lighting Installations
 Data & Telephone Wiring
 TV & Home Entertainment Installations
 Heating Controls and Wiring

We are able to Part P/Building Control our electrical works
Office: 01235 528800    Mobile: 07786 930463

Windy Ridge Court, Milton Road, Drayton, Abingdon OX14 4EZ

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS

THAMES VALLEY FARMERS’ MARKETS (8.30 to 1.30)
Fresh, Quality produce, Locally produced, at a Competitive price

MARCH  Dates Ab’don (3rd Fri) 20th Didcot (2nd Sat) 14th
TVFM news - ring 01235 227266     see website - Tvfm.org.uk

A. GIBBARD
HIGH QUALITY INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

PAINTING AND DECORATING

TEL: 01235 528342 MOBILE 07759 842388
78 STEVENTON ROAD, DRAYTON

NEIGHBOURHOOD NEWS
A very warm welcome to Mr & Mrs Turgay & Pelin Ozan,

their sons Cankut (Jonny) 11, toddler Atlas (19 months) and
Grandma Gonul Soygurbuz. They have moved to Church Lane
from North Carolina, USA but are originally from Turkey.

Also a belated welcome to Kyle & Denise Coble and their
young son Theo who moved into Sutton Wick Lane at the end of
November (together with Coco their cat). They have come from
Littlemore, and we hope that they will all enjoy their new life in
the village.

And sadly news of a forthcoming departure this came in as
the issue was about to be sent to the printer, but we’ve heard that
PCSO Sandra Syphas is soon to transfer to the Eynsham area
(where she actually lives). Sandra will be GREATLY MISSED
– she’s won 2 awards for her services in Drayton – and we wish
her all the very best in helping Eynsham’s residents as much as
she has done for people in this village.

CPPM ELECTRICAL
TEL 01235554655   mobile 07756353433

Re wires New Sockets Outside Lights
Fuse Boxes Re-Wires Extra Power Point
Security Lights Inspection and Testing

WWW.CPPMABINGDONELECTRICAL.CO.UK

We support unpaid carers in your local community
Registered charity no.1042708

Carers – we’re here to help
Expert face-to-face support Support for parent carers
Information & Advice Young Carer’s Project
Help with Benefit Appeals Help with complex form-
& Tribunals                                                     filling

Call 01235 510 212 email carers@svcarers.org.uk
Opening hours Tuesday-Thursday 10am – 4pm,
South & Vale Carers  Cent re  5  Lydal l s  Road ,

Didco t    OX11 7HX
www.svcarers.org.uk
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PARISH  COUNCIL
This report covers the most recent meeting on Mon Feb 2nd, &

brief accounts of the Dec & Jan meetings.
At the December meeting, David Russell from Gilbourne’s

Farm expressed his concern about the planning application to
construct a new farmyard complex (grain storage barns) on land
opposite his property. Mr Russell’s and other residents’ comments
on this application, may be found on the Vale of the White Horse
website, along with those of the Parish Council’s Planning
Committee. See application No. P14/V2540/FUL.

Paul Manthorpe spoke regarding a planning application to
convert a maintenance building to a dwelling at his business
premises in Milton Road. It was explained that the building
currently in use as family accommodation was only a temporary
structure. Two councillors visited the premises, and at the Feb
meeting, Paul confirmed that the temporary accommodation would
be removed once the new house was in place.

Roxy Elford reported on the successful work being undertaken
by the DAMASCUS Project with local youth, and Richard
Seamark informed the meeting of plans for a community garden at
Stonehill House and a possible open day and launch exhibition.

In January, Daniel Scharf queried whether the proposed housing
at Barrow Road met the sustainability criteria laid down in
national planning guidelines. He noted that the developers had
‘jumped the gun’ in submitting a planning application before the
Neighbourhood Plan referendum had been held. It was explained
that the Vale Planning Dept has been requested to defer
consideration of this application until after the referendum, and
the Vale have extended the comment deadline to March 25th.

As we go to press, it’s been decided that the Planning
Committee of the Parish Council will meet specifically to discuss
this application (Mon March 16th, 7.30, Caudwell DC), and any
Drayton resident may attend the meeting. Sustainability will be
one of the issues under consideration, although it should be noted
that in the documentation accompanying the Plan, particularly in
the 100 page Sustainability Appraisal, all of the potential housing
sites in Drayton were assessed for access to local amenities,
distance to bus stops, Drayton School, and the like. >>

Complementary therapy to help
alleviate your dog’s pain

Osteoarthritis
Joint pain

Spinal pain
Muscle spasm
Muscle strain

Oral pain
Inflammatory bowel disease

Megacolon (cats)
Non-healing wounds

Lick granuloma

Effective in all pets: dogs, cats and rabbits.
Most insurance companies cover

the cost of veterinary acupuncture
Based in Milton, Oxfordshire. Home visits catered for.
Please contact Laura Taylor for further information

M:07974 381 844 pinsandpawsuk@gmail.com
www.pinsandpaws.co.uk

ABINGDON VEHICLE SERVICES LTD
 MOTs  Diagnostics
 Servicing  Welding
 Repairs  Late night MOTs

 £15 OFF your next MOT

 15% OFF your next FULL SERVICE

Please mention when booking

 01235 528257

Unit 2, Radley Road Ind Estate,
Abingdon, OX14 3RY

>> The Barrow Road developers have kindly agreed to
display the present planning application plans in Drayton Hall
on Tuesday 17th March, 3.30 to 7pm. It’s a ‘drop-in’ meeting (see
the advert on page 3) and ANYONE can visit to see plans, ask
questions etc.

It is acknowledged that any new homes are likely to increase the
number of cars on local roads. The December meeting featured a
report back on the Traffic Calming workshop held in Drayton Hall
in November. The presentation given by traffic expert Nigel
Millington is still available on the village website (see below for
details), click on the ‘Drayton 2020’ tab. Two councillors will
have attended a cycle paths focus group/workshop on 24th Feb and
it is hoped that future plans for Drayton will include not just ways
to ‘calm’ the flow of road traffic through the village, but offer
practical alternatives to the car for short and medium length
journeys.

On a related subject, and following several representations from
residents, the problem of parking causing obstruction in Henleys
Lane/Church Lane was discussed. The narrowness of the road
was reckoned to make many of the suggested solutions, such as a
one way system, road barriers, yellow lines or other road
markings, impractical. It was felt that the most effective way of
making the route safer for pedestrians might be to extend the road
humps, which appear to work in Henleys Lane, into Church Lane.
This would slow down traffic along the narrowest stretch. The PC
will continue to investigate the possibilities with the Police and the
Highways Dept of OCC.

To contact any members of the PC, all enquiries should be
directed to the Parish Clerk, David Perrow. David may be
contacted via email at draytonclerk@yahoo.co.uk, or by phone
on 07909 176061,  and he will ensure that any messages are
passed on. Any Drayton resident may also ask to be added to the
emailing list, to receive prior notice of meetings and any relevant
documents. In addition, all PC minutes are now archived on the
village website: www.drayton-near-abingdon.org  which also
carries back copies of the Drayton Chronicle, Drayton 2020 info,
and details of other events in the village.

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday
March 2nd, at 7.30pm, in the Caudwell Day Centre in Gravel
Lane.  As ever, all are welcome to attend. Richard Williams
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BENTON & BRYAN BUILDERS

For all types of building work
from a  reliable local company

Kitchens & Bathroom Extensions
Carpentry Alterations
Decorating Roofing
Plastering Brickwork

Tel: 01235 832513  Mobile: 07905 386150
Email: bentonandbryan@hotmail.co.uk

The Sitting Room
Quality British Made:

Sofas & Chairs, Recliners, sofa-beds, Lamps, Mirrors,
Gifts for the home, Occasional furniture,

Custom made Curtains, Full Re-Upholstery Service
Peter & Amanda     Welcome you to our showroom at

22 High Street, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JL
01235 531738 -  www.thesittingroom.co.uk

Open 10-5 Mon-Sat

SP COURIER SERVICES

‘MOVING ASSISTANCE’
House – Flat – Apartments – Office

FURNITURE MOVED / TRANSPORTED
Ebay COLLECTIONS - DELIVERIES
Tel 07721 679487 & 01235 524589

JEFF’S DRIVING SCHOOL
COMPETITIVE RATES
CONTACT : JEFF COX

01235 – 203038
07866 – 903400

JC_OX14@YAHOO.CO.UK

Live in 24 hour care Support with daily living

Day and night sitting Garden maintenance
Social visits and Palliative care Light domestic help
Hairdressing & Massage Therapy Respite care
   To find out more about how we can support you or a
member of your family please contact our care team at:

01235 848822/848877     07557 956397
enquiries@homehelperscare.co.uk www.homehelperscare.co.uk

Alice’s Nails and Beauty
86c Abingdon Road, Drayton

01235 523773
Treatments include Acrylic nails, Spray tanning, Facials,

Gelish, Manicures and Pedicures, waxing and more.
½ price WAXING WEDNESDAY and £16 Tans on a Thursday.

Contact Alice at the salon for more information
For full details including opening hours please visit website

www.alicenailsandbeauty.co.uk

CPPM LOCKSMITHS
TEL 01235554655   mobile 07760537147

Locked out New Locks Keys lost
Faulty Locks Lock upgrades Upvc Locks
Emergency Locksmith Key Snapped Advice

WWW.CPPM.ORG.UK   EMAIL:INFO@CPPM.ORG.UK

THOMAS & JARVIS
BUILDERS

EST 1962
01235 531334
07885 308334

email: thomasandjarvis@hotmail.co.uk
EXTENSIONS RENOVATIONS MAINTENANCE

DRIVEWAYS PATIOS FENCING
THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE

THE RED LION
DRAYTON

Now open under new management

Monday – Thursday 12 noon – 11 pm
Friday 12 noon – midnight

Saturday & Sunday 11 am – midnight

Food served Tuesday – Sunday
12 noon – 2 pm and 6 pm to 8 pm

Sunday quiz evening
Sunday 2:30 pm meat draw.

To Book, please call 01235 798236
LIVE SPORTS

MOBILE LIBRARY LOCATION & TIMES
Drayton (Wednesdays, see below):- Haywards Road 11:00 to

11:15, The Green 11:20 to 11:40, & Lyford Close 11:45 to 12:00.
Upcoming dates:- March 4/18, April 1/15/29, then alternate Weds.
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NOTICE  BOARD
FIRST TUESDAY CONNECTIONS

Are you feeling lonely, isolated or in need of some friendly
company?  Why  not come along to our monthly tea and chat
afternoons.  They are held on the first Tuesday of the month in
St Peter's Church Room from 3.00 pm to 4:30 pm and you are
invited to drop in during these times.

The teapot is always at the ready and you can be sure of a
warm welcome. Our next dates are March 3rd & April 7th.

If you need transport or further information  please give me
(Jean Hager) a call on 531558.

YOUR LOCAL COUNCIL CONTACTS :-
Parish (Clerk) David Perrow  (draytonclerk@yahoo.co.uk

OR phone 07909 176 061);
District    (VofWH) Richard Webber (534001) or
& Oxfordshire County richard.webber77@ntlworld.com

DRAYTON HALL NEWS
At last, the kitchen work, which seems to have been going on

forever  (!) is just about complete, the tiling was finished the other
day. Several appliances remain to be wired in, should be all
finished by the start of March.   They include a second (smaller)
cooker, as no need to fire up the main one for just a few items.

The Bowls club tell me they’ve space for a few new members,
a friendly bunch and it’s an easy game to get the hang of;  the
Sequence Dance group (Thurs eves) are also on the lookout for a
little new blood, so do consider that for a spot of gentle exercise
and a good social evening (a number of their group travel a fair
distance, so it must be good!).

The Zumba sessions are going well (Sundays & Tuesdays), but
our Pilates instructor (also Tuesday evenings) has a few spaces
left to fill. She does several other sessions at local halls, and has
an arrangement whereby attendees can mix & match at any of
her locations to suit (good for shiftworkers, perhaps).

Would our regular groups PLEASE NOTE that we have new
insurance cover, and they request that any accident be recorded
in the accident book (kept in the kitchen, as is the first-aid kit).

It’s been mentioned that the defibrillator unit (on the outside
wall) is an excellent idea (though hopefully it won’t need to be
used!).  However, it’s a while since it was installed, so possibly
residents may like a refresher course on how it works (or perhaps
they missed the original sessions).  We’ll be trying to fix
something up, details probably in the April issue.

We have a new group, once a month on the morning of the 2nd
Tuesday; they’re a social group, meet in the Small Hall to do a
wide variety of crafts, and may have a couple of spaces for extra
members.   If you’d be interested in joining in, let me know (see
back page for contact details) and I’ll put you in touch.

Oh, ladies, one more thing, our Bra Bank (you remember, for 2
excellent charities), just needs a little more support.

Drayton Post Office
         Mon - Fri 9 - 5.30    Sat 9 – 12.30

& CONVENIENCE STORE
Open All Week 8 am – 10 pm

9, The Green, Drayton, OX14 4JA
01235 531359

A J Taylor
General Services

Removals / Storage
Gardening Cleaning
Painting Decorating

07906 849524
adriantaylor6099@sky.com
Working with Age Concern

FOSTER CARERS NEEDED

Foster carers combine a love and desire to help children with a
passion and dedication to providing the best possible care.

Could you foster? We need short term and long term foster
carers as well as carers who can just help out for weekends and
school holidays for children of all ages from babies to teenagers.

Foster carers receive a comprehensive training and support
package along with financial support.  We need a diverse range of
people with different skills and qualities to come forward so that
more children are placed in the right home, first time.

Log on to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/fostering
to find out more details or call 0800 7835724.     They have an
upcoming information evening, Weds March 18th, 6.30pm to 8,
at County Hall, Oxford to chat to the fostering team personally.

Can YOU help Medical Detection Dogs save lives? The
charity Medical Detection Dogs is training dogs in the detection
by scent of human diseases and life-threatening health conditions.

The Medical Alert assistance dogs partner clients with life-
threatening conditions, as ‘early warning systems’; eg alerting
before a hypoglycaemic attack causes collapse in a brittle Type 1
Diabetic person.  Also our dogs are over 90% accurate in the early
detection of  prostate cancer.

We are a small group of volunteers, giving talks and running
local fundraising events and street collections, & need :-
Volunteers to help with street collections and events, Offers to run
an event, eg coffee morning or sale, Good quality second-hand
clothes, Good quality bric-a-brac, Old jewellery, used stamps,
used printer cartridges, oh, and new ideas for fundraising!

If you would like to join our group (mainly based in West
Oxon), or volunteer for even one event a year, please contact:
Heather Shute at oxon.supportgrp@medicaldetectiondogs.org.uk
or on 01993 831909. Also, if you would like a speaker to come
to your local group, please contact us.

The charity’s website is: www.medicaldetectiondogs.org.uk

Serving Drayton and nearby villages and towns for the
past 24 years
Professional yet personal care for your pets and home
when you’re away

01235 520290   info@keyminders.co.uk
www.keyminders.co.uk
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DIARY FOR MARCH
All events held in Drayton Hall unless otherwise stated

NB To book Drayton Hall call Tony Holmes on  (01235)  531180
or visit the (improved) website :-  www.draytonvh.co.uk

Sun 1      noon Private Function (child’s party)
Mon 2 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting (p13) Caudwell DC
Weds 4 2.00pm Private meeting (Small Hall)
Sat 7 9.00am Private Function (all day)
Thur  12 7.00am REFERENDUM (page 11) to 10pm
Sat 14 8.00am Private Function
Mon 16 5.00pm Chronicle Deadline (p2) – Ads 13th
Tues 17 3.30pm DROP-IN exhibition (see p3)
Sat 21 1.00pm Private Function (child’s party)
Sun 22 9.00am Bowls Club (to 5pm)
Fri 27 2.00pm Private Function (weekend)

K. L. YATES BUILDERS
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING SERVICES

Extensions and Alterations
Property Maintenance

Kitchens and Bathrooms
Carpentry and Tiling

Call RICHARD for an estimate on
01235 531275 or mobile 07788 738248

The Beauty Spot
12 High Street Steventon

OX13 6RS
01235 833277

Email: gemma@thebeautyspot.info
www.thebeautyspot.info

OPI Manicures & Pedicures…Massage…
Lava Shell Massage…Bio Detox…Waxing…

Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting…
Dermalogica Facial & Body Treatments

Sienna X Spray Tan

*Monthly Special Offers…Evening appointments*
Gift Vouchers available.

REGULARLY OCCURRING EVENTS
Weekly in Drayton Hall unless stated otherwise

NB PLEASE – if an entry is wrong – tell one of the editors (page 2)
MONDAYS

8.45 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term) School Ground Bldg
 10.30 am Pilates (1 hr - call 01235 814299)

1.15 pm Baby sign-language classes (1 hr – 07927 339102)
2.00 pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours)

   6.30 pm Table Tennis (New Players) School
7.15 pm Drayton Wives Whist (3rd Monday) Caudwell DC
7.30 pm Table Tennis (Senior practice + playing 2 hrs) School
7.45 pm Bell-ringing (for 1½ hours) St Peter’s
8.30 pm Badminton (Private Group)

TUESDAYS
8.45 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term) School Ground Bldg
9.45 am ‘Boogie Beat’ (Pre-school music & movement)
1.45 pm Drayton Art Group (until 4 pm) Caudwell Day Centre
3.00 pm First Tuesday Connections (1st Tuesday) Church Room
5.45 pm Zumba Fitness
7.00 pm Pilates (1 hr - call 01235 814299)
7.30 pm League Table Tennis (now every night to Fri) School

WEDNESDAYS
8.45 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term) School Ground Bldg

10.00 am Pebbles (Baby, Toddler, Carer gp – p4) Church Room
11.00 am Mobile Library (Fortnightly, for 20 min) Haywards Rd
11.20  am Mobile Library  (Fortnightly, for 20 min) The Green
11.45 am Mobile Library  (Fortnightly, for 20 min) Lyford Close
  1.15 pm More-Life (Lifestyle, check dts/times 01865 487216)

1.45 pm Whist – now each week Caudwell Day Centre
2.00 pm Drayton Wives (Last Wednesday in the month)
2.15 pm Badminton
6.15 pm Brownies
7.00 pm Junior Table Tennis, Age 9+  (for 1 hour) School
7.00 pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours)
7.30 pm Bingo Session Caudwell Day Centre

THURSDAYS
8.45 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term) School Ground Bldg
9.00 am Foot Clinic (1st Thurs) Caudwell Day Centre
9.30 am Holy Communion St Peter’s Lady Chapel
9.30 am Parent & Toddler Group (NB  Term-time ONLY)
2.00 pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours)
7.30 pm Women’s Institute Meeting (2nd Thurs) Caudwell DC
7.30 pm Sequence Dancing (01235 531701)

FRIDAYS
8.45 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term) Sch’l Ground Bldg

11.00 am The Friday Club (fortnightly) 202466 CaudwellDay Centre
7.00 pm Whist Drive (ACHLoFriends) Caudwell Day Centre

SUNDAYS
8.00 am Holy Communion  St Peter’s

10.00 am Sung Eucharist (Family Service 2nd Sunday) St Peter’s
11.15 am Family Time (1st Sun) Baptist Church

6.00 pm Evening Service Baptist Church
7.00 pm Zumba Fitness

Printed by MAYFIELD PRESS, Oxford (01865  714715)

DRAYTON TELEVISION
SERVICES

Digital TV aerials installed Extra aerial points
Satellite Sky or Freesat Repairs
TV tuning and programming New TV Sales
Television Wall mounting FREE ESTIMATES

Telephone: 01235 531451

Learn to Drive with your Local Instructor

Fast friendly patient tuition
Door to door home or work

Evening and weekend appointments available
Discount on pre paid block booking

PHILIP PULLEN 07733 360230

email: phil.pullen@btinternet.com
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