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CONGRATULATIONS!!

60th Wedding  Anniversary
Many, many congratulations to Sylvia and Brian Stimpson

of Whitehorns Way, Drayton (pictured right ) who
celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary on 28th May
(though if your agent delivers your Chronicle swiftly, it may yet
be a day or two away, as we’ve gone to print early this time).

Their marriage certificate is actually dated 25th May 1955,
which always raises the question how much of the communion
wine had the vicar consumed that day!

The couple – Brian from Culham and Sylvia from Marcham -
first met at a dance in Marcham village in 1950 when they were
both still only 15 years old.  Their love of dancing has
continued throughout their lives and they have been involved in
the Drayton Sequence Dance Club for many years.

They became engaged in 1952 when Brian proposed on the
bus back home following a trip to Reading.  Their engagement
lasted over three years as Brian was conscripted into the Army
for two year’s National Service and then opted to stay on to
play football in the Joint Services tournament in Germany –
much to Sylvia’s dismay.

Brian eventually returned and they were married at All Saints’
Church in Marcham where Sylvia was escorted down the aisle
by her beloved eldest brother, Norman, and was attended by
five bridesmaids and a pageboy.

Having spent the first few years of their married lives in
Abingdon and then Appleford, the couple moved to Drayton in
1962 bringing with them their 18 month old daughter, Lorraine.
Two years later they were blessed with a son, Duncan
(reputedly named after Duncan Edwards the Manchester United
footballer!).  Both children grew up in Drayton and attended
primary school here.

Sylvia and Brian are proud grandparents to three grand-
daughters (Stephanie, Rhianna and Laura), and a grandson –
Daniel – but have no great-grandchildren yet.

Their children and grandchildren are grateful for the example
set by them in their love, support and guidance.

We wish them many more years to make wonderful
memories, from :- Lorraine, Duncan, Mark, Sharon, Stephanie,
Rhianna, Daniel and  Laura.

CHRONICLE NEWS
We are very grateful to Tamsin Meredith, who has gamely

volunteered to become an agent for part of Steventon Road.
Can anyone else spare a little time each month, even just
delivering some Chronicles (a ‘round’ is about 20 houses on
average) would be a big help.

And COUNCIL NEWS
I used the term ‘gamely’ in the above para re Tamsin; that’s

because she’s one of the new intake on the Parish Council that
we elected on May 7th along with a District Councillor - and
that rather tiresome national thing that dragged on for months!

For the first time in many years there had to be an election for
the Parish Council, as there were twelve candidates, and just
eleven places.  Congratulations too for the other 10 that were
elected :- Richard Webber, Laura Billington, Richard Wade, Colin
Arnold, Christine West, Graham Webb, Richard Williams, Patricia
Athawes, Colin West, & Matthew Lowy, but commiserations to
Pervin Shahin.  Finding out what had happened was made more
difficult as the Vale initially put up the wrong results on their
website!

For the first time that I can recall there was an evening queue to
vote at Drayton Hall, apparently caused by the Vale’s decision to
only have one reception desk for people to get their voting papers
– rather odd as for many years there were two desks operating,
with obviously more speed in dealing with voters.

Re the District Council, long-standing councillor Richard
Webber apparently suffered from the national backlash against the
LibDems, incoming Stuart Davenport writes his first column
inside this isue.
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COMING CHRONICLES
 The JULY Chronicle will be available for distribution to Area
Agents on Friday June 26th.

The Editor will be David Lee (202699). Contributions may be
e-mailed (see below, safest is to ‘editor@’), or placed in the Chronicle
letter box, outside Vickery’s store on Drayton Green,

NO  LATER   than 5.15 pm on Monday, June 15th  2015.

After this deadline, items are given less precedence for inclusion
(No guarantees!), and certainly need to reach us by the  Wednesday.

STOP PRESS - ADVERTISERS should note that the deadline
for ads is EARLIER, Friday June 12th, due to their preparation time.

NB :- Can we politely remind Contributors that the above
deadlines are exactly that;   there seems to be a trend (with increasing
use of e-mail) of sending items later.    It should perhaps be realised
that the later an item is received, the less precedence it gets.

The box is checked a little before the deadline. It is a great help if
items can be left a few days before the closing date. Thank you.

NOTES for CONTRIBUTORS
All contributions to the Chronicle are most welcome. Be sure to
include the name, address and (in case clarification is necessary)
telephone number of the author.  Contributions can be made :-

1. If you’ve Internet access, by email to the relevant editor (and
please use a meaningful title, we get a lot called Chronicle!)

to reach the next editor ==> editor@draytonchronicle.net
Derek Pooley  >>> derek_pooley@talk21.com
David Lee       >>> david_r.lee@ntlworld.com
Tony Holmes  >>> tony-holmes@ntlworld.com

Please remember to check that you soon get a confirmation reply.
We do occasionally have emails sent that just don’t arrive!

2. An email attachment, in WORD please (NOT a PDF file!).
3. A good, black typescript on white A4 paper or smaller. Or

perhaps hand-written, either way, NAMES in CAPITALS please!
4. IF in any doubt, ASK the EDITOR!

THE  FOLLOWING  TWO  MONTHS

Issue for
Copy for publication by
Mondays (nb  Agents

Lottery Packs Fri before)

Chronicle published and
available for distribution

on Fridays:-

Aug 20 July 31 July
Sept 17 Aug 28 Aug

NB Please note that Ad rates have been increased in 2014 –
they’d been held since 2006, but sadly costs keep rising.

ADVERTISING RATES
For Block Advert (about 1/12th page)

- - - Number of Monthly Inserts - -
Advertiser Category  1 3 6 12
Drayton Resident £6.00 £16.00 £31.00 £60.00
Non-Drayton Resident £7.00 £19.00 £37.00 £72.00
Half-size block adverts, normally for one or two inserts, are
charged at half the above rates.
All requests must be accompanied by cash or a cheque

 made payable to ‘Drayton Chronicle’.
They may be placed in the Chronicle Letter Box, outside Vickery’s

Hardware Store, Drayton Green, in shopping hours,   OR
send your requirements :- advertising@draytonchronicle.net

Letters to the Editor You may request that your name & address
are not shown;  but we MUST have those details, & phone number.

CHRONICLE LOTTERY

Carol Arnold,  Hon. Promoter

RESULTS OF THE - MAY -  LOTTERY
Prize Winner Agent
£25 J Madley  Mostyn, Milton Road Claire Soper
£20 S Cox  93 Drayton Road Claire Soper
£15 Mrs Hamilton  Sutton Wick Barn Keith Clough
£10 Mr Kevin Arrowood   32a High Sreet Ali Bone
£10 Mr Drew  33 Sutton Wick Lane Keith Clough
£10 Janet White  2 Eastway Teresa Burnage
£10 A Webb Windyridge, Milton Road Claire Soper
£10 R Webber  Orchard Barn, S’n Wick Keith Clough
£10 Mrs Haynes   21 Lockway Christine Sadler
£10 Mr St John   32 Sutton Wick Lane Keith Clough

Winning tickets, from 1877 sold, were randomly drawn via computer
(similar to Premium Bonds).  Keith & Claire’s customers did very

well, but IT IS a random draw! Could YOU be an agent? - even if
you just deliver some Chronicles, that would help.

M. S. Lally
Gas Boiler Service

01235 848592     0796 7015 065
Servicing and Repairs
Systems Installed
Boiler changes
Systems Power Flushed

85 Milton Road, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4BX

HAVE YOU TRIED OUR FREE RANGE EGGS?
SUTTON COURTEN AY

MIL TON

DRAYTON

STEVENTON

BROOK FARM

Brook Farm, Milton Road

OPENING HOURS
Mon to Sat - 9.00am to 1.00pm   Except Friday 9.00am to 6.00pm

FREE RANGE EGGS,  & POTATOES (if available)

EVERLAST
Roofing & Building Services

New Roofs • All Flat Roofs • Tiling & Slating • Demossing Chimney
Repairs & Pointing • Facias & Guttering • All Repairs • 24/7 Call Out

No job too small
Drayton Based Company

01235 532273 • 07553 911258

Manor Close, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JD

DISCLAIMER This Journal is published in all good faith and
every care is taken in its compilation. The organisers of the
DRAYTON CHRONICLE, and its Agents, therefore accept no
responsibility for OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for the validity of
any ADVERTISEMENT, nor for any EFFECTS ARISING
WHATSOEVER from the publication.
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ALL AROUND
Drayton Players Jean Hager

Good news at last, Drayton Players are back in business again.
We shall be performing a hilarious Comedy-Who-Dunnit play in
October called Busybody.

READ THROUGH :- Tuesday 2nd June, in the Lounge at
Drayton Village Hall, at 7.30pm.  Anyone interested may attend.

AUDITIONS :- Thurs 18th June, in the Lounge at Drayton
Village Hall, from 7.30pm.  Rehearsals will start the week after
that. Cast needed are 4 men & 4 women of office working age (in
theory)!

During the past few years many new families have settled in the
village and we would very much like to hear from anyone (all ages
welcome) who would consider joining us in what is a really
interesting and fun-filled leisure pastime.

You may feel that being on stage is not your favourite place, but
that is just the tip of the iceberg, with all manner of backstage
support which is equally important, eg lighting, set-building,
sound, wardrobe, front and back of house.

For more details please contact our Chairman Mike Davies on
01235 821351 or 07836 776 220, you can also email us via
info@DraytonPlayers.org.uk  or please check out our website
www.DraytonPlayers.org.uk

THE WHEATSHEAF

Austin & Geraldine
welcome you: to enjoy

Traditional Home Cooked Food,
Fine Wines and  Beers

In Friendly Comfortable Surroundings.
Take away Fish & Chips:

served Mon - Sat until 8pm

Delicious Home Cooked Roast Lunch:
Sunday 12- 3.30 pm

Senior Citizens Lunchtime Menu
and 6.00 to 7.00 evenings

Tuesday to Friday £6.95 including sweet

Bookings :- call Gel or Austin (01235 531485)
Drayton (on the village green)

Creative Catering
Westbrook Street, Blewbury

Flexible and affordable catering for all your catering needs,
including Weddings, Parties, Pig Roasts, Buffets, Funerals,

Canapé Receptions and Business Lunches.
SHORT NOTICE BOOKINGS WELCOME

15 Years Experience
For more information or menus please phone

01235 850342 or 07743368373
sheilaaustin@btinternet.com

W.  J.  TAYLOR  &  SONS
FORGE GARAGE

HIGH STREET, DRAYTON
Nr. ABINGDON, OXON OX14 4JW

EST: 1964
Car,  M/C  &  3-Wheeler

M.O.T.  WHILE  YOU  WAIT
CAR -  Service and Repairs

VINTAGE WEDDING CAR  HIRE
Telephone   ABINGDON 531350

DRAYTON WIVES             Gwen Price
Our April meeting was the AGM. We have a group of nearly 60

members and a strong committee ably run by our chairman Josie
Midwinter. After the business side of the meeting, we then had the
chance to admire the many different kinds of craft that the craft
group had produced. Photo albums and accounts of happenings we
have enjoyed over the years were on show to take us down Memory
Lane.

On 22nd April, a group of us visited the museum (Abingdon
County Hall – now the museum - has dominated the Market Place,
in the heart of Abingdon, since the late 17th century).

Our talk was in the ‘Mousehole’ which many of us remembered
from a long time ago, and it has now been very well restored. The
informative talk was given by the curator. We then had the chance
to go into the rest of the museum to see some of the the artefacts
and displays she had told us about. We are very lucky to have such
a wonderful building which has activities to suit all ages, with
different themes and topics which are regularly changed. Not many
places are free these days but this jewel in the crown is.

For your External Maintenance & Cleaning. Save £££s
Driveways, Patios, Walls, Conservatories, Guttering

We can Treat, Clean and Restore:
Block Paving, Tarmac, Paving Slabs and
Decking
We lift, repair, relay, treat, clean, re-sand & re-seal paving blocks
to look like new.
We cut out and repair sunken and cracked areas in tarmac, then
treat and re-colour it.
Paving slabs re-bedded, cleaned and sealed.
Decking cleaned and re-sealed & anti-slip available
Fully insured. All work guaranteed.
For a no obligation quote call Pat Ingram on:

Tel: 01865 321013      Mob: 07745 201094

ST PETER'S CHURCH HOME-VISITING GROUP
will visit anyone who is, or has been, ill or is recently home from

hospital, or unable to get out because of a disability, or is in any other
circumstances where support would be welcomed.

Please contact:-    Jean Hager (531558),  Sally Dixon (531547),
Ros Blogg (535589)  or  Margaret Watts (527145).

THE WHEATSHEAF
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ST PETER'S  CHURCH
Priest in Charge Revd Rebecca Peters 531374
Associate Priest Revd Rosie Bruce 525284
Churchwardens Mrs Alison Bone 202188

Mrs Linda Johnson 527521
Organist Vacancy

CHURCH NOTICES
REGULAR SERVICES
Sunday 8.00 am Holy Communion (CW - Traditional).

10.00 am Sung Eucharist (CW)  except 3rd Sunday, when
a non-Eucharistic All-age Service is held

Thursday 9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) in Lady Chapel

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Monday 7.45 pm Bellringing Practice Bell Tower
Weds 10.00 am Pebbles (term time only) Church Room

CALENDAR  for JUNE
Tues 2nd 3.00 pm 1st Tuesday Connections Church Room
Sun     7th 3.00 pm Celebration Service
Sun   14th   Noon Bring & Share Lunch Church Room

NB  Do please see the ‘Summer Holiday Club’ notice (for primary
school age children) in Rebecca’s text in the next column>

PARISH REGISTER
Funeral April 20th Vaughan Maurice Bartlett

YOU  STAY – WE PRAY (June)
1st to 6th Hilliat Fields; Lyford Close; Manor Close; The Green
7th to 13th High Street;  Chiers Drive;  Cheers Farm;  Halls Close
14th to 27th Lockway;  Whitehorns Way
28th to 30th Corneville Road;  Crabtree Lane;  Lesparre Close

Hamel’s Memorials
Memorial Masons / Stone Masons

* Free Inscriptions on all New Memorials purchased.*
Cleaning, Renovation, Re-fixing & Re-levelling,

Additional Inscriptions, Free Brochure.
Visit us at Richs Sidings, Didcot,

Tel  01235 812222

Suzy Willis & Associates
MCSP HCPC  AACP

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPISTS
Old Lodge, Henleys Lane

Drayton, OX14 4HU
Tel   01235 531269

Please ring for an appointment

KOGELS of Abingdon Limited
HOME EXTENSION SPECIALISTS
AND GENERAL BUILDERS

72 Steventon Road
Drayton

Tel:   Abingdon (01235) 531200 Abingdon
Email: kogelsofabingdon@btconnect.com Oxon
www.kogelsofabingdon.co.uk OX14 4LD

Letter from  St Peter’s
Dear Friends,
We live through seasons of change, when you read this there

will be a new government, a new district council and parish
council. Each political person will champion new policies and
promise change for the better. Sometimes change is also a time of
consolidation and moving on.

 The church is also changing, old ways of doing services are no
longer wanted or understood, but new ways of exploring faith,
enjoying God and discovering him are flourishing.  So the church
is consolidating and changing the structure of parishes.  The
churches of the DAMASCUS Group, Drayton, Appleford, Milton
And Sutton Courtenay United with Steventon, are going to be
working even closer together, as Reverend Colin Patching (vicar
of Steventon, St Michaels and All Angels church), will be retiring
and it is unlikely that he will be replaced.

Many of you will know Father Colin, as he is a wonderful
character and will be greatly missed by those who know him.
Everyone is welcome to attend his farewell leaving service on
Sunday 12th July 10:30am at St Michaels and All Angels church,
Steventon. It will be a chance to celebrate all the good things that
have happened during Colin’s time with us.

On the theme of giving thanks and celebrating, The Celebration
service will be Sunday 7th June 3pm at Drayton Primary School
and Summer Messy Church on Sunday 5th July 3pm onwards.
There is also a Summer Holiday Club for primary school age
children, on Tues 21st and Wed 22nd July at Sutton Courtenay
Primary School, applications will be available soon from school
office and myself.

All welcome, God Bless Rebecca

Town Furlong
Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864

www.townfurlong.co.uk
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(MORE) ALL AROUND
Drayton MILLENNIUM GREEN Jane McWhirter

Our ‘Clear up Day’ on May 4th was a huge success. At least 35
people came to help, ranging in ages from under 10s to over 80s!

The weather was kind and we managed to create a new path by
the pond, clear the sundial area, hundreds of Snowdrop bulbs were
kindly donated and planted and we have widened about 1/3 of the
existing path. It was a really enjoyable morning with all mucking in
with a well earned break for a drink and cake to keep everyone
going.

A really big thank you to all who came, your efforts were
greatly appreciated and it was a great show of community spirit.

The path has proved to be slow but rewarding work, so we are
looking to continue on Saturday 13th June from 10.00 am to
around 12.30.

Please come and join us, if this sounds a little strenuous, there
will be other jobs we can find. Please bring along edgers, spades,
rakes and the odd wheelbarrow along with a cup most importantly!

Thank you once again Jane McWhirter
(Drayton Millennium Green Committee; to contact, email to :-

chair.millenniumgreen@gmail.com or tel 01235 531536 )

{NB  Editor’s note :-  several people kindly sent snaps of the
workforce beavering away, see below and later on page 13!}

(We are assured no workers were harmed – see the shears! - in
the making of this picture! >>>)

All rooms are en
suite

For more information
Ring Glenn or Janet on
01235 531457 or visit

www.theredliondrayton.co.uk

K Boswell Building Services
Bricklayer and general builder.
23 years’ experience. Fully insured.
New builds, extensions, stonework,
repointing, home improvements,
patios, fencing.
All jobs considered. Testimonials available. For your
free, no obligation quote contact Kevin Boswell

Tel: 07867785151 or email: kjboswell@sky.com

Drayton TABLE-TENNIS Club John Gould
Well the ping pong season is over for another year! I’m pleased

to report that Drayton’s Bidmead Cup team successfully negotiated
the semi-final and met Abingdon Club in the Final. Great news that
our team of Matthew Davies, Lewis Waddup & Scott Muil won the
tie by a large margin and so for the 4th year running we are DDTTA
Bidmead Cup Winners.

Other good news is that our C team in Division 3 finished
Runners up! In addition none of our other 6 teams finished at the
bottom of their leagues so all in it has been a good season.

Our Cadet and Junior Championships have also taken place.
Lewis Waddup is our Cadet Champion beating Cameron Fishburn
in the final. For the juniors, the doubles pairing of Thomas Smith
& Lewis Waddup defeated Bradley Cox & Finlay Greenfield in a
close final that went to 5 games.

The club Junior Champion is Peter Weir. Peter has retained the
trophy he won last year. Peter defeated Will Stephenson in another
close fought final.

Well done to all the youngsters that entered the tournament. The
junior and cadets section continues to thrive. This will be enhanced
next season as Janet Quarry has qualified as a UK Level 1 Coach
and will be coaching regularly at the club.

The AGM is on Tuesday 9th June at the School. All members
are encouraged to attend.
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BAPTIST CHURCH
Church Secretary:-   Mrs Jayne Henderson ............... 522161

REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICES
Please note:- there is no longer an 11.15am Service.

Family worship can now be enjoyed at Drayton
School (first Sunday of the month, 3 to 4.30pm)

6.00 pm Evening  Service.     A traditional form of service,
frequently with guest speakers.
(Communion every second Sunday)

Come and join us every Sunday – we look forward to seeing
you. EVERYONE IS MOST WELCOME

Caring for Pets, Horses & Farm Animals
throughout South Oxon

Didcot & Sutton Courtenay 01235 814991
Cholsey & Benson 01491 651379
Horses & Farm Animals 01491 651479

www.larkmead.co.uk

Drayton Window Cleaning Service
Est. 1990 - we provide a friendly reliable service

Every 4-5 weeks - Free quote - no obligation
Craig Taylor  Tel: 01235 512881 Mob: 07778 661548

www.elitewindowcleaningservice.com
A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home.

Online payment is also welcome.
Other services include: Conservatory roof cleaning;
Fascias cleaning; Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out

Hazel Lee
Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior

Free quotes
07866 509683

hazel.lee78@hotmail.co.uk

WESTMINSTER VIEW
Ed Vaizey’s column (Wantage & Didcot MP, also he’s

Minister of State for Culture, & the Digital Economy)
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who

voted to re-elect me MP for the Wantage and Didcot constituency
in the recent General Election.  I cannot tell you how thrilled and
honoured I feel to have been returned with an increased majority,
and I will do everything in my power to repay the faith you have
shown in me.  It goes without saying that I will work for everyone
who lives in the constituency regardless of how they voted.

The main issues I came across while out canvassing and at the
many hustings I attended relate to concerns over housing
developments.  It is inevitable that we will get additional houses, I
have always been very honest about this, but it is crucial that we
get the relevant infrastructure to support development.  I will try to
ensure that this is delivered in full and on schedule by the council
and developers.  Other related issues that I shall be looking into
are the provision of local Primary School places and concerns over
GP services.

I am also delighted to have been given the opportunity to resume
my Ministerial roles at the Department of Culture, Media and
Sport, and at the Department of Business Innovation and Skills.
These are portfolios I particularly enjoy and aspects such as the
roll out of broadband expansion are extremely important to many
of my constituents, particularly those who live in the villages.

Congratulations are also due to all the newly elected District,
Town and Parish Councillors – I look forward to working with
those in the Wantage and Didcot constituency.  My thanks also to
all the Councillors who either chose not to stand again or were
unsuccessful at these elections, for the work they have done for
their communities over the past years.  It is much appreciated.

Please do contact me if you have any pressing issues that you’d
like help with.  Either myself or one of my fantastic team will get
back to you as soon as possible and do what we can to assist.

If you need to get in touch with me,  telephone 020 7219
6350, write, c/o House of Commons, London SW1A OAA, or you
can e-mail me (quickest) on vaizeye@parliament.uk ;  the Website
is www.vaizey.com with up to date news and surgery details (these
are on Fridays, 5.30pm to 7pm, & need no appt).

I also send out occasional general interest emails about
developments in the constituency. If you would like to be added to
the distribution list, please sign up at www.vaizey.com or email
me at badyaljb@parliament.uk .

============================================
Hopefully some villagers have already spotted our new PCSO

SUE HAYNES out & about, if not, here she is!

Need help with your computer?
Are you terrified of your computer?
Need help setting up or fixing your PC or iPad?
Or do you want to learn new skills?
I can help! At your home, at your pace.

Call Meryl on 07794 656607
info@computertutorabingdon.co.uk
www.computertutorabingdon.co.uk

Your Computer Tutor
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(Even More) ALL AROUND

Drayton Pre-School Laura Hughes
It has been a busy month for the preschool committee! Our Quiz

Night at the village hall saw 77 minds boggling (** see pic below)
over a fine selection of questions and a very special round where
the children described things in their own unique style.

Our thanks to quizmaster Andrew Gould, all those who
donated items for the magnificent cheeseboards and everyone who
dug deep on the night to raise over £700 for preschool.

Also many thanks to the Drayton Youth Centre Charity for a
grant towards a new storytime floor rug. It is much appreciated.

With June just around the corner, our thoughts at preschool have
turned to Fathers Day and we will be holding a celebration and
making things for all the men in the children’s lives. It also signals
the start of our older children visiting their new schools for
September and looking to the future for our own new intake! We
take children from the age of two-and-a-half (two if eligible for
NEF funding) and places for September are filling up fast.

If you would like to visit preschool please contact us on 536094
or email draytonpreschool@btconnect.com. Application forms and
more details are available at http://www.draytonpreschool.co.uk/.
Younger children can be placed on our waiting list.

We have a Facebook group called Family and Friends of Drayton
Preschool – please join for updates on our events and activities.
Up next will be a stall at Abingdon’s Fun in the Park (NB  it’s
in Abbey Meadows) on June 6th – come and say hello!

(And here are some of the boggled minds at the Hall – not a
furrowed brow in sight!)

OTHER LOCAL PLACES OF WORSHIP
Methodist Chapel High Street, Milton,

Sunday Service: 10.30 am
Local contacts: Geoff or Jean Caudle, 531409

Bee Byes Guest House
Your Comfort Assured

Sue Birchenough Proprietor
                                Guest House for the discerning visitor.
1 Haywards Road Drayton, Oxon, OX14 4LB
Tel: 01235 553775 Mobile: 07809 345576

E-Mail: susanbirchenough@gmail.com
Web: http://www.beebyesguesthouse.co.uk/

Just  Grass
Weekly / Fortnightly

Lawn  Mowing  Service
Tel:  01235  553468 Mob:   07921 102100

General Garden Maintenance
Hedge Cutting -   Tree Work

Julian Cook. 43 Sutton Wick Lane, Drayton

Drayton Baby & Toddlers Laura Hughes
Toddlers runs from 9.30am – 11.30am every Thursday and we

welcome all parents and carers with children under 5. Sessions
cost just £2, plus 20p for any additional children, payable on the
day.

We have a wide range of toys for the children to enjoy, from a
dedicated padded baby area to larger ride-ons, trains, cars, dolls,
lego, puzzles, books, kitchen… more than we can get out every
week! In addition we have a craft activity most weeks and
celebrate special events, and include a drink and snack for the
adults and children.

We are thrilled to have received a grant from the Drayton
Youth Centre Charity, to be used towards the purchase of a
wheeled trolley for our floor mats and equipment. This will not
only make setting up and tidying away much easier, it will prolong
the life of the mats and allow us to spend more on snack and craft
items for the children. Many, many thanks to all at DYCC!

Please note we will be OPEN during the school half term
holiday, Thursday 28th May, older siblings are welcome too. We
keep our Facebook page updated with the most current news, it is
called Drayton Baby and Toddler Group, Abingdon 2014. It’s a
great place to meet other local parents and make friends. Or if you
prefer, contact Laura on 07916 459435.

MISSED OUT ON YOUR CHRONICLE?
If by any chance your Area Agent is unable to deliver your

Chronicle one month you can collect a copy from Vickery's shop in
the week after normal delivery time.  Lawrence has very kindly
agreed to keep a small stock for us each month.

JUNE EVENTS at the Earth Trust
Summer Birds at Thrupp Lake;  Sun 7th June, 10am-12pm
Join the Earth Trust and local expert Ben Carpenter for a

morning stroll around beautiful Thrupp Lake, near Abingdon.
Learn all about the summer migrating birds and their habitats. £5
adult, £2 child; booking essential: admin@earthtrust.org.uk or
01865 407792.

Heritage Skills Taster Session: Grassland Plants, Tues 30th
June, 7pm-9pm (Earth Trust, Little Wittenham, OX14 4QZ)

A guided walk to discover the traditional uses of the wild plants
growing in the Earth Trust's meadows and hedgerows. No need to
book but please arrive at the stated start time. This is a free taster
session as part of our Stepping into our Natural Heritage. More
info: volunteering@earthtrust.org.uk or 01865 409413.
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YOUR LETTERS

Children’s Society – Grateful Thanks

Dear Sir, 70 Steventon Road
The April collection for the Children's Society raised £167.94;

many thanks to the people of Binning Close, Haywards Road,
Lockway, Steventon Road and Whitehorns Way, who very kindly
contributed.

Yours Faithfully, Doreen Bourne

DRAYTON ART GROUP
EXHIBITION

SATURDAY JUNE 13th
2pm – 4pm

@ THE CAUDWELL DAY CENTRE
(FREE ENTRY)

SALE OF:-  PLANTS/CAKES/BRIC-A-BRAC
RAFFLE

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE

Cricket lovely Cricket

Dear Sir, via email
The sun is out and those of us with a love of sport start thinking

about warm summer days and the sound of willow on leather, the
hallowed game of cricket is back with us.  Although Drayton does
not have a Cricket Club we do have a successful team just up the
road at Steventon.

We play on the Steventon village green and are lucky to have the
great facilities of the Sports and Social Club. This enables us to
have a great place for friends and family and members of the
community to come and watch and have a drink (or two) while the
players run around after a small ball under the baking sun!

Steventon CC have been very successful in recent years gaining
promotion in the league in both of the last two seasons. We want
to continue this success and welcome new players of all abilities
if you are interested please phone Mike Day on 07929 043733 or
email: mike@diemgrowth.com

Regards, Mike Day

The Celebration Sunday 7th June
  Messy Church Sunday 5th July

    Drayton Primary School
3-4:30pm Games, crafts, worship,
drama & story. Followed by cake &
refreshments. For more info contact
Rebecca 531374

Letters to the Editor
We welcome articles and letters on a variety of subjects. However,
the Editors reserve the right to shorten, clarify or reject any letter or
text.  If something is rejected, or held over to the next issue (this for
space reasons) then the sender will usually be suitably advised.

Boulevard Swing
A date for your diary!

“Boulevard Swing” present a
musical evening of standards

from a gentler era in a jazz swing
style.

 To Support the British Red Cross:
To take place on the 26th of June at the Drayton

Village Hall,
Playing from 19:30 until 21:45

Tickets on sale from early May at A.L.Vickery &
Son, Hardware Store on the Green, Drayton or
can be reserved by contacting the British Red

Cross – email, kburrows@redcross.org.uk

David  Painton

Dear Editor, High Street
Mrs Angela Painton, Paul and Rachel would like to thank all

David’s family members and friends who sent cards and attended
his funeral. Their kind words meant a lot to us.

The collection held in his memory totalled £504.48p and will be
sent to Dementia U.K.

Thanking you,                       Mrs A Painton, Paul and Rachel.

(David was formerly of Henleys Lane, and recently moved to the
High Street)

       

Lyra Choral Ensemble
of St Petersburg (Russia)

in concert at All Saints’ Church,
Sutton Courtenay OX14 4AE

Saturday 6 June 2015 at 7.30pm

Tickets £15 to include a Russian-themed Supper
on sale at A.L. Vickery & Son (Drayton)
or Burgrey Stores (Sutton Courtenay)
or fred.cubbage@btinternet.com tel: 848768

or tim.budd23@gmail.com  tel: 820942

(Russian-style costumes welcome, but optional!)
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MORE LETTERS

DRAYTON DINERS
Dear Sir, (via email)

Did you know that ‘companionship’ means ‘sharing food’?   We
are proposing a new village society to meet at the Wheatsheaf on
the Third Thursday of every month at 7.00pm.

Our hosts have agreed, on condition that we pre-order (ie at least
48hrs notice), that we may have a starter and main course (desserts
and drinks to be ordered and paid for separately) for £12.50. We
may move places between courses.

We hope to occupy the twenty places available and membership
might have to be limited accordingly. Members have to be Drayton
residents (or former residents) with an email contact.  Guests
would be welcome, subject to space being available.

I hope that this will be an attractive way to meet other people in
the village and keep up with friends in a companionable way.

First dinner/supper will be on Thursday June 18th.  If you are
interested (first come, first served) please send your email details
to rippington@waitrose.com

Kind Regards, Daniel Scharf

       

It’s a team-cheering,
socialising, few hours

a week kind of job
Relief Workers

If you can spare a few hours a week or more, this
could be your ideal casual job. You’ll be supporting
people who have learning disabilities in your local
community with a huge range of everyday tasks

and activities like seeing films, swimming, cycling,
shopping, meeting friends, and taking day trips.
£8.55 ph (inclusive of payment in lieu of holiday)
For more details, please contact Tina Watkins on

07767 298571 or for an application pack,
call 01235 827605 (9am - 3pm, Mon-Fri) or

apply online at www.hft.org.uk
and go to the ‘jobs’ section.

GARDEN PARTY AT STONEHILL
2 - 5pm Saturday 27th June

Middle Eastern themed food, dancing and music
Plus: Tea & Cakes in traditional English garden

Radcliffe Chamber Group performing ‘Brahms Clarinet
Quintet’ and the ‘Singing for Pleasure’ Group.

Fun Activities for children. £4 Entrance (children free) from
A.L. Vickery & Son (Drayton). All ages welcome!

All proceeds to Medical Aid for Palestinians (1045315)
and Abingdon Passion Play 2016

(Stonehill Lane is the turning before the Preston Road lights)

Housekeeping & Ironing Services
Sue Oliver

Fully Insured & all Staff are DBS checked.
All equipment & cleaning products supplied.

Call now or email for a quotation
East Way, Drayton, Abingdon - Tel: (01235) 468402

Email: sue@hsoliver.co.uk

St Peters Church Youth Group
On Friday 10th April St Peters Church youth group held a charity

quiz night at the school. The event was funded by the grant which
the group received from Drayton Youth Charities last year.

The challenge was to double the initial money.  They did this
easily by making a profit of £316.00 which was divided equally
between two local charities, Leah’s Wish & Blue Skye Thinking.

The Youth Group would like to thank all those who came to
the event and also those who donated raffle prizes.

From left to right :- Hannah Deabill, Patrick Johnson, Andrew
Hall, Georgina Arnold and Caroline Hudson.
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Richard Webber
Oxon County Council Report
After a hectic 2 months with Elections, things are now getting

back to normal with Annual Meetings and briefings. Please
forgive a brief report this month.

I am pleased to announce that I have been elected Leader of the
Liberal Democrat Group on the County Council. This will give
me better access to all that the Council does, which I hope will be
to the benefit of everyone.

If you have feelings on any County or Parish issues you would
like me to hear, please contact me on 01235 534001 or
Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com

Richard Webber (Cllr OCC)

Sharman Roofing
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist

tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,
 new builds, re-roofs, extensions and sheds

all work considered, call Mark on

07979 791075
www.sharmanroofing.co.uk

msharmanroofing@gmail.com

A.L.VICKERY & SON
5, THE GREEN, DRAYTON,  OX14 4JA

01235  531497
COOKSHOP – HOUSEWARES – DIY
ELECTRICAL TOOLS – GARDENING

LOCKSMITHS – KEYS CUT WHILE YOU WAIT
OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY,  9 to 5.30

CREDIT CARDS TAKEN
Park your car outside the Store

NOW STOCKING HOOVER BAGS AND PRE-PACKED COAL

Tonks Brothers
Funeral Directors

158 Ock Street, Abingdon OX14 5DT
Tel 01235 539444

166 Kennington Rd, Kennington OX1 5PG
Tel 01865 736144

Day or Night

www.tonksbrothers.com

‘Proud to be a family business’

Stuart Davenport
District Council Report

As the new District Councillor for the village, I would like to
thank everyone who voted in the recent election, whether for me
or any of my opponents. I am here to represent all residents of the
village, regardless of their political leanings, and I promise to
work hard as I fulfil my duties.

The landscape of local government is constantly changing and so
it is difficult to predict what challenges will confront us over the
next few years. However, we do know that housing development
and local government finances are likely to be areas of lively
debate.

As a planning authority the Vale of the White Horse has a great
deal of influence on the future of our historic village. Although
planning policy can often seem to be an impenetrable tangle of
jargon and acronyms, in Drayton we have a more straightforward
sense of where we going.  The Neighbourhood Plan, developed by
Drayton2020, has given the village a very clear and realistic vision
for the change the village can expect over the next few years. I will
diligently champion this document’s importance when planning
applications are considered by the planning department.

The avenues that local councils will receive funding are
changing. Rather than block grants from the centre, local
authorities are now receiving a greater proportion of their income
from business rates and payments based on new home building.
Regardless of the source of funding it would seem to be a moral
duty for those spending public money to always be mindful to
make sure it is not wasted. Over the coming years it will be vital
for elected members to ensure that the council constantly looks for
efficiencies so that services can be delivered effectively and
affordably.

I hope to provide the village with a proactive, visible and
accessible service. If you would like to contact me then please do
not hesitate to do so. My telephone number is 01235521078 and
my  e-mail is Stuart.Davenport@whitehorsedc.gov.uk

(<  Editor’s note:- and that’s Stuart in the left-hand column)
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BENTON & BRYAN BUILDERS

For all types of building work
from a  reliable local company

Kitchens & Bathroom Extensions
Carpentry Alterations
Decorating Roofing
Plastering Brickwork

Tel: 01235 832513  Mobile: 07905 386150
Email: bentonandbryan@hotmail.co.uk

SP COURIER SERVICES

‘MOVING ASSISTANCE’
House – Flat – Apartments – Office

FURNITURE MOVED / TRANSPORTED
Ebay COLLECTIONS - DELIVERIES
Tel 07721 679487 & 01235 524589

JEFF’S DRIVING SCHOOL
COMPETITIVE RATES
CONTACT : JEFF COX

01235 – 203038
07866 – 903400

JC_OX14@YAHOO.CO.UK

Alice’s Nails and Beauty
86c Abingdon Road, Drayton

01235 523773
Treatments include Acrylic nails, Spray tanning, Facials,

Gelish, Manicures and Pedicures, waxing and more.
½ price WAXING WEDNESDAY and £16 Tans on a Thursday.

Contact Alice at the salon for more information
For full details including opening hours please visit website

www.alicenailsandbeauty.co.uk

CPPM LOCKSMITHS
TEL 01235554655   mobile 07760537147

Locked out New Locks Keys lost
Faulty Locks Lock upgrades Upvc Locks
Emergency Locksmith Key Snapped Advice

WWW.CPPM.ORG.UK   EMAIL:INFO@CPPM.ORG.UK

THOMAS & JARVIS
BUILDERS

EST 1962
01235 531334
07885 308334

email: thomasandjarvis@hotmail.co.uk
EXTENSIONS RENOVATIONS MAINTENANCE

DRIVEWAYS PATIOS FENCING
THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE

Live in 24 hour care Support with daily living
Day and night sitting Garden maintenance
Social visits and Palliative care Light domestic help
Hairdressing & Massage Therapy Respite care

To find out more about how we can support you or a
member of your family please contact our care team at:

01235  848822 / 848877
enquiries@homehelperscare.co.uk

www.homehelperscare.co.uk

• MOTs • DIAGNOSTICS
• SERVICING • WELDING
• REPAIRS • AIR CONDITIONING

Unit2, Area D, Radley Road Ind.Estate.
Abingdon OX14 3RY

01235 528257
*Price can be withdrawn at any time

www.abingdonvehicleservices.co.uk

Serving Drayton and nearby villages and towns
for the past 24 years

Professional yet personal care for your pets and
home when you’re away

01235 520290   info@keyminders.co.uk
www.keyminders.co.uk

MOBILE LIBRARY LOCATION & TIMES
Drayton (Wednesdays, see below):- Haywards Road 11:00 to

11:15, The Green 11:20 to 11:40, & Lyford Close 11:45 to 12:00.
Upcoming dates:- June 10/24, July 8/22, then alternate Weds.
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DANES/MACE STORE
Mon-Sat 5am-8pm -  Sun 6am-6pm

FOR ALL YOUR PAPERS, MAGAZINES,
GROCERIES, FROZEN FOODS,

CARDS, OFF LICENCE  and
SAVOURY  SNACKS.

LINK CASHMACHINE AVAILABLE
LOTTERY TICKETS

In Store Bakery and
Freshly cut sandwiches

MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN

NOW WITH PAYPOINT

TEL: 01235 554813
Fax No:  01235 531217

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES
Stephen R. Matthews
16 Frilsham Street,Sutton Courtenay
Oxfordshire OX14 4AZ
Tel: 01235 848163
Mobile: 07796 532356
All kinds of work undertaken, including:
 garden clearance and restoration
 fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning
 hedge cutting, rockeries, turfing
 fencing and landscaping.

Electrical Problems?   Call

 Roberts
ELECTRICAL

Domestic ●  Commercial ●  Industrial
 Electrical Hard Wire Testing
 Domestic Electrical Reports
 Landlords Certificates
 Portable Appliance Testing
 Re-wires Full or Part
 Extra Power or Lighting Points
 Electrical Showers Complete
 Security Lighting, Fire & Intruder Alarms
 Low Energy Lighting Installations
 Data & Telephone Wiring
 TV & Home Entertainment Installations
 Heating Controls and Wiring

We are able to Part P/Building Control our electrical works
Office: 01235 528800    Mobile: 07786 930463

Windy Ridge Court, Milton Road, Drayton, Abingdon OX14 4EZ

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS

THAMES VALLEY FARMERS’ MARKETS (8.30 to 1.30)
Fresh, Quality produce, Locally produced, at a Competitive price

JUNE  Dates Ab’don (3rd Fri) 19th Didcot (2nd Sat) 13th
TVFM news - ring 01235 227266     see website - Tvfm.org.uk

A. GIBBARD
HIGH QUALITY INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

PAINTING AND DECORATING

TEL: 01235 528342 MOBILE 07759 842388
78 STEVENTON ROAD, DRAYTON

CPPM ELECTRICAL
TEL 01235554655   mobile 07756353433

Re wires New Sockets Outside Lights
Fuse Boxes Re-Wires Extra Power Point
Security Lights Inspection and Testing

WWW.CPPMABINGDONELECTRICAL.CO.UK

We support unpaid carers in your local community
Registered charity no.1042708

Carers – we’re here to help
Expert face-to-face support Support for carers of all ages
Information & Advice Young Carer’s Project
Help with Benefit Appeals Help with complex form-
& Tribunals                                                     filling

Call 01235 510 212 email carers@svcarers.org.uk
Opening hours Tuesday-Thursday 10am – 4pm,
South & Vale Carers  Cent re  5  Lydal l s  Road ,

Didco t    OX11 7HX
www.svcarers.org.uk

The Sitting Room
Quality British Made:

Sofas & Chairs, Recliners, sofa-beds, Lamps, Mirrors,
Gifts for the home, Occasional furniture,

Custom made Curtains, Full Re-Upholstery Service
Peter & Amanda Welcome you to our showroom at

22 High Street, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JL
01235 531738 -  www.thesittingroom.co.uk

Open 10-5 Mon-Sat
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Neighbourhood Action Group
(NAG5 Safety Corner)

New PCSO
Appleford, Drayton and Sutton Courtenay residents may well

have spotted our new PCSO, Sue Haynes, who has now taken over
from PCSO Sandra Syphas.  Please do say hello if you see her out
and about.  She can be contacted by calling non-emergency police
number 101.

Cyclists
NAG5 and the police have been contacted again about cyclists

who continue to cross Sutton (usually known as Culham) Bridge
at speed on the footpath.  It is an offence to cycle on a footpath.  If
cyclists do not wish to cycle across the bridge on the road, or are
concerned about getting across before the lights change, they
should dismount and walk on the footpath with their bicycle.  The
following extracts are taken from the Highway Code, Rules for
Cyclists (59 to 82).  Full details can be found in printed copies of
the Highway Code or online at  https://www.gov.uk/rules-for-
cyclists-59-to-82.

You MUST NOT cycle on a pavement.
{Laws HA 1835 sect 72 & R(S)A 1984, sect 129}

You MUST obey all traffic signs and traffic light signals.
{Laws RTA 1988 sect 36 & TSRGD reg 10(1)}

You MUST NOT cross the stop line when the lights are red.
Some junctions have an advanced stop line to enable you to wait
and position yourself ahead of other traffic {see Rule 178).
{Laws RTA 1988 sect 36 & TSRGD regs 10 & 36(1)}

At night your cycle MUST have white front and red rear lights
lit. It MUST also be fitted with a red rear reflector (and amber
pedal reflectors, if manufactured after 1/10/85). White front
reflectors and spoke reflectors will also help you to be seen.
Flashing lights are permitted but it is recommended that cyclists
who are riding in areas without street lighting use a steady front
lamp. {Law RVLR regs 13, 18 & 24}

The neighbourhood police team will be carrying out random
checks on cyclists at Culham Bridge over the next few weeks.

____________________________________________

HERE’S another shot of the volunteers working on the
Millennium Green (page 5) and remember their June 13th date
for a further bash at the pathways (it’s a Sat morning)>

Fraudulent online car sales
Action Fraud and the National Fraud Intelligence Bureau

(NFIB) have been made aware that online auction websites are
being used by fraudsters to advertise vehicles for sale which do
not exist.

The fraudster advertises on an auction website and gets their
victim to agree to purchase a vehicle, making sure that all
correspondence is via e-mail.  The victim then receives e-mails
which claim to be from genuine payment merchants or auction
websites, which state that the money they have paid for the vehicle
will be held in an ‘escrow account’.

The e-mail indicates the money will be released to the seller
once the person has confirmed that they’re happy with the
purchase.  The e-mail says that this will provide the person with
‘buyer protection’.  In reality these e-mails are fraudulent.

They don’t come from the named companies, and the bank
accounts are controlled by fraudsters.

Protect yourself:- Always stay within the terms and conditions
of the auction website.

Remember that PayPal do not include vehicles under their buyer
protection.

Meet the seller ‘face-to-face’ and view the vehicle before
parting with any money.

Be wary of e-mails that purport to be from genuine companies,
and check the ‘domain’ name of the e-mail address for any
inconsistencies.

Check feedback online by searching any associated phone
numbers or e-mail addresses of the seller.

Contact NAG5 by calling 01235 848694 or e-mail
neighbourhoodactiongroup5@hotmail.com

____________________________________________

And this one has another volunteer plainly overjoyed to have a
proper expanse of overgrown grass to attack!
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Harwell Campus Open Days - July
SCIENCE UP CLOSE

This July, the Harwell campus, including STFC’s Rutherford
Appleton Laboratory and partners, will be opening its doors to the
public and schools.

This unique event will enable visitors to access all areas and
learn about the UK’s involvement in space explorations, exciting
experiments with powerful X-rays and neutrons, supercomputing
and much more.

We’ll be running live link-ups with our partners at the Large
Hadron Collider at CERN, Geneva, exploring the Vulcan laser – a
laser so intense that it is similar to taking all of the sunlight
shining on the Earth and focussing it onto a pin head, seeing the
world in infra-red and lots more.

Organisations across the campus are taking part in the open
days, which will see 1,500 schoolchildren and 10,000 members of
the public visit the site in Oxfordshire, which contains some of the
UK’s largest and most advanced scientific facilities.

This is an unprecedented opportunity to see behind the scenes of
cutting-edge science and discovery at the UK’s largest science
campus. A diverse range of facilities will be open, allowing you to
plan your own visit and really explore the site. Whether you’re
fascinated by lasers, space, medical research, or particle physics,
there’s something for all the family.

More detailed programmes of events can be found on the For
Schools and For Public pages linked-to via the website.

For Schools
On Wednesday 8 July 2015, the Harwell Campus will be

welcoming schools to the site, allowing unprecedented access
to some of the UK’s largest science and engineering facilities.
This is a unique opportunity to expose students to the
excitement of cutting-edge science, inspiring them to pursue
STEM subjects. Events start at 9.30 and throughout the day.

For Public
On Saturday 11 July 2015, the Harwell campus, including

STFC’s Rutherford Appleton Laboratory and partners, will be
inviting the public to visit and explore our amazing science and
technology. This unique event will enable visitors to access all
areas and learn about the UK’s involvement in space
explorations, exciting experiments with powerful X-rays and
neutrons, supercomputing and much more.

Did you know that some of the world’s best scientists and
engineers work right on your doorstep? And for the first time in a
decade they will be opening their doors for the Harwell Open
Day, Oxfordshire’s most exciting family science event, on
Saturday 11th July.  Visitors will be welcomed to the Harwell
campus, where scientists and engineers work around the clock on
cutting-edge research projects that are changing life in the 21st
century. Don’t miss this unique opportunity to get inside the
laboratories and experimental areas to see the science up close.

Entry to the campus, the research facilities and all activities are
completely free of charge, for more details please do see the
website:- http://harwellcampus.com/open-days/

There will also be many activities on offer for children and
adults alike, including:- Extracting DNA from strawberries,
Rocket building and launching, Finding out how X-rays help us
learn about dinosaurs, Witnessing an exploding mini volcano,
Programming mini robots to navigate around a map.

Information for Visitors
There is no cost for the Open Days – all talks, activities and

tours are free, but to help us with planning we do ask that you
register. More detailed information about Harwell open day
events will be published on the website as it becomes available.

If you have any questions, please email visitral@stfc.ac.uk or
phone 01235 445959 (24 hour answerphone) and leave a message.

ARE YOU IN THE DARK ? If your streetlight isn’t
working, or wastes resources by being on in the daytime, then
PLEASE report it on the County Council hotline (free) 0800
317802 -  help them by giving the town, road, and if possible
the number on the post, or failing that the nearest house.

NATIONAL VOLUNTEERS WEEK
In celebration of the fantastic contribution volunteers make and

as part of National Volunteers' Week you are invited to the South
and Vale Volunteer Recruitment Fair.

South Oxon & Vale District Councils, Oxfordshire County
Council and Oxfordshire Voluntary and Community Action
(OCVA) are inviting people who want to volunteer to meet the
organisations that are looking for volunteers. Tues June 2nd,
Orchard Centre, Didcot, OX11 7LL, from 10am to 4pm.

Can YOU help Medical Detection Dogs save lives? The
charity Medical Detection Dogs is training dogs in the detection
by scent of human diseases and life-threatening health conditions.

The Medical Alert assistance dogs partner clients with life-
threatening conditions, as ‘early warning systems’; eg alerting
before a hypoglycaemic attack causes collapse in a brittle Type 1
Diabetic person.  Also our dogs are over 90% accurate in the early
detection of  prostate cancer.

We are a small group of volunteers, giving talks and running
local fundraising events and street collections, & need :-
Volunteers to help with street collections and events, Offers to run
an event, eg coffee morning or sale, Good quality second-hand
clothes, Good quality bric-a-brac, Old jewellery, used stamps,
used printer cartridges, oh, and new ideas for fundraising!

If you would like to join our group (mainly based in West
Oxon), or volunteer for even one event a year, please contact:
Heather Shute at oxon.supportgrp@medicaldetectiondogs.org.uk
or on 01993 831909. Also, if you would like a speaker to come
to your local group, please contact us.

The charity’s website is: www.medicaldetectiondogs.org.uk
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NOTICE  BOARD
FIRST TUESDAY CONNECTIONS

Are you feeling lonely, isolated or in need of some friendly
company?  Why  not come along to our monthly tea and chat
afternoons.  They are held on the first Tuesday of the month in
St Peter's Church Room from 3.00 pm to 4:30 pm and you are
invited to drop in during these times.

The teapot is always at the ready and you can be sure of a
warm welcome. Our next dates are June 2nd & July 7th.

If you need transport or further information  please give me
(Jean Hager) a call on 531558.

DRAYTON HALL NEWS
Bookings seem to be hotting up for summer weekends, so don’t

leave it too late for your child’s party. We should again have the
Briard (dog) club camping for a weekend in July, but before that
devotees of the very popular BOULEVARD SWING should note,
if they missed the earlier ad (p8), that tickets are at Vickery’s for
their June date in aid of the Red Cross.

Would our regular groups PLEASE NOTE that we have new
insurance cover, and they request that any accident be recorded
in the accident book (kept in the kitchen, as is the first-aid kit).

The Bowls club tell me they’ve space for a few new members,
a friendly bunch and it’s an easy game to get the hang of;  the
Sequence Dance group (Thurs eves) are also on the lookout for a
little new blood, so do consider that for a spot of gentle exercise
and a good social evening (a number of their group travel a fair
distance, so it must be good!).

Our Pilates instructor (Tuesday evenings) has a few spaces left
to fill (any aches & pains need sorting?). She does several other
sessions at local halls, and attendees can mix & match at any of
her locations to suit (good for shift-workers, perhaps?).

We have a new group, once a month on the morning of the 2nd
Tuesday; they’re a social group, meet in the Small Hall to do a
wide variety of crafts (sewing, quilting etc?), and may have a
couple of spaces for extra members.   If you’d be interested in
joining in, let me know (see back page for contact details) and I’ll
put you in touch.

Oh, and any budding actors (Helen Mirren & Timothy Spall
both started somewhere!) DO SEE that the Players are looking for
new talent, auditions in June (see page 3).

The kitchen revamp has generally been very well received,
especially by caterers at a couple of functions.  We hope in the
near future to move onto the second phase of improvements, new
fire doors and replacement windows.

It’s also been suggested that the hall’s audio-visual aids could
do with an upgrade, and we’ve had both an initial quote, and a
kind offer of advice which we hope to shortly take advantage of.

Parents, please note that a new group has started at the hall,
‘RAINBOWS’ (essentially junior Brownies); they’ve already
had a couple of sessions (Thursdays, 5pm to 6.15) so anyone with
girls aged 5 to 7 who may be interested, please contact Mary
Thompson (832077).  They’ve had sessions in Steventon for a
while, but there’s great demand in Drayton hence a new group.

And, parents, ON A MORE SERIOUS NOTE, we’ve just had 2
instances of youngsters on the hall roof.  This may seem to be
youthful exuberance, and not that serious, BUT the roof is 40
years old, and could be less secure than it appears.

We don’t want to find someone lying in a pool of blood just
outside the hall – or possibly inside, if the roof gives way – so
do check if those involved are yours and try to warn them of the
dangers?

Oh, ladies, one more thing, our Bra Bank (you remember, for 2
excellent charities), just needs a little more support.

YOUR LOCAL COUNCIL CONTACTS :-
Parish (Clerk) David Perrow  (draytonclerk@yahoo.co.uk

OR phone 07909 176 061);
District    (VofWH) Stuart Davenport (01235 521078)
& Oxfordshire County richard.webber77@ntlworld.com

Drayton Post Office
         Mon - Fri 9 - 5.30    Sat 9 – 12.30

& CONVENIENCE STORE
Open All Week 8 am – 10 pm

9, The Green, Drayton, OX14 4JA
01235 531359

FOSTER CARERS NEEDED

Could you foster? We need short term and long term foster
carers as well as carers who can just help out for weekends and
school holidays for children of all ages from babies to teenagers.

Foster carers receive a comprehensive training and support
package along with financial support.  We need a diverse range of
people with different skills and qualities to come forward so that
more children are placed in the right home, first time.

Log on to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/fostering
to find out more details or call 0800 7835724.     They have two
upcoming information evenings, Thurs June 4th, 6.30pm to 8,
at Abingdon Health & Wellbeing Centre, Audlett Drive OX14
3GD, & Weds June 10th at County Hall, Oxford (same times) for
a chance to chat to the fostering team personally.

LISTINGS
Old-time Music Hall  Yes, a chance to dress up, cowboys &

girls, or Edwardian ladies & gentry, (so American & British style
old-time), the show is by Kennington Amateur Dramatics, at the
village centre, June 26th/27th (Friday & Sat) evenings, with Sat &
Sun (27/28th) matinees too.  Call Box-office on 01865 739025.

Auto-Immunity (when our bodies turn on us) A FREE
talk, helping people understand how many illnesses such as
Rheumatoid Arthritis, Lupus and autoimmune Thyroid disease
develop, and possible treatments in the future. Thurs 11th June,
Refreshments from 6pm for 6:30 start; at Nuffield Orthopaedic
Centre, Lecture Theatre Level 1, Windmill Rd, Oxford OX3 7LD
more details:- www.oxfordbrc.nihr.ac.uk

=============================================
< The Hall recently hosted an inter-county Chess match,

Warwickshire v Surrey (needed a neutral venue, it was like an FA
Cup semi-final) here’s a shot of some of the combatants agonising
over their next move:-
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DIARY FOR JUNE
All events held in Drayton Hall unless otherwise stated

NB To book Drayton Hall call Tony Holmes on  (01235)  531180
or visit the (improved) website :-  www.draytonvh.co.uk

MAY 30 9.30am Private Function (all day)
MAY 31     noon Private Function (to 4pm)
Mon 1 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting Caudwell DC
Tues 2   7.30pm Players’ Reading (Lounge – p3)
Sat 6 11.45am Private Function (to 5pm)
Mon 15 5.00pm Chronicle Deadline (p2) – Ads 12th
Thur 18   7.30pm Players’ Auditions (Lounge – p3)
Sat 20 12.30pm Private Function (to 5pm)
Sun 21 9.00am Bowls Club (to 5pm)
Fri 26 10.00am Private Function (company fun-day)
Fri 26 7.30pm Boulevard Swing (charity gig, ad p8)
Sat 27 10.00am Private Function (all day)

K. L. YATES BUILDERS
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING SERVICES

Extensions and Alterations
Property Maintenance

Kitchens and Bathrooms
Carpentry and Tiling

Call RICHARD for an estimate on
01235 531275 or mobile 07788 738248

The Beauty Spot
12 High Street Steventon

OX13 6RS
01235 833277

Email: gemma@thebeautyspot.info
www.thebeautyspot.info

OPI Manicures & Pedicures…Massage…
Lava Shell Massage…Bio Detox…Waxing…

Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting…
Dermalogica Facial & Body Treatments

Sienna X Spray Tan

*Monthly Special Offers…Evening appointments*
Gift Vouchers available.

REGULARLY OCCURRING EVENTS
Weekly in Drayton Hall unless stated otherwise

NB PLEASE – if an entry is wrong – tell one of the editors (page 2)
MONDAYS

8.45 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term) School Ground Bldg
 10.30 am Pilates (depends on numbers - call 01235 814299)

1.15 pm Baby sign-language classes (1 hr – 07927 339102)
2.00 pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours)

   6.30 pm Table Tennis (New Players – returns Sept) School
7.15 pm Drayton Wives Whist (3rd Monday) Caudwell DC
7.30 pm Table Tennis (Senior practice, returns Sept) School
7.45 pm Bell-ringing (for 1½ hours) St Peter’s
8.30 pm Badminton (Private Group)

TUESDAYS
8.45 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term) School Ground Bldg
9.45 am ‘Boogie Beat’ (Pre-school music & movement)
1.45 pm Drayton Art Group (until 4 pm) Caudwell Day Centre
3.00 pm First Tuesday Connections (1st Tuesday) Church Room
5.45 pm Zumba Fitness
7.00 pm Pilates (1 hr - call 01235 814299)
7.30 pm League Table Tennis (returns Sept) School

WEDNESDAYS
8.45 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term) School Ground Bldg

10.00 am Pebbles (Baby, Toddler, Carer gp – p4) Church Room
11.00 am Mobile Library (Fortnightly, for 20 min) Haywards Rd
11.20  am Mobile Library  (Fortnightly, for 20 min) The Green
11.45 am Mobile Library  (Fortnightly, for 20 min) Lyford Close

1.45 pm Whist – now each week Caudwell Day Centre
2.00 pm Drayton Wives (Last Wednesday in the month)
2.15 pm Badminton
6.15 pm Brownies
7.00 pm Junior Table Tennis, Age 9+  (returns Sept) School
7.00 pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours)
7.30 pm Bingo Session Caudwell Day Centre

THURSDAYS
8.45 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term) School Ground Bldg
9.00 am Foot Clinic (1st Thurs) Caudwell Day Centre
9.30 am Holy Communion St Peter’s Lady Chapel
9.30 am Parent & Toddler Group (NB  Term-time ONLY)
2.00 pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours)
5.00 pm Rainbows (girls 5 to 7 years, call Mary 832077)
7.30 pm Women’s Institute Meeting (2nd Thurs) Caudwell DC
7.30 pm Sequence Dancing (01235 531701)

FRIDAYS
8.45 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term) Sch’l Ground Bldg

11.00 am The Friday Club (fortnightly) 202466 CaudwellDay Centre
7.00 pm Whist Drive (ACHLoFriends) Caudwell Day Centre

SUNDAYS
8.00 am Holy Communion  St Peter’s

10.00 am Sung Eucharist (Family Service 2nd Sunday) St Peter’s
11.15 am Family Time (1st Sun) Baptist Church

6.00 pm Evening Service Baptist Church
7.00 pm Zumba Fitness

Printed by MAYFIELD PRESS, Oxford (01865  714715)

DRAYTON TELEVISION
SERVICES

Digital TV aerials installed Extra aerial points
Satellite Sky or Freesat Repairs
TV tuning and programming New TV Sales
Television Wall mounting FREE ESTIMATES

Telephone: 01235 531451

Learn to Drive with your Local Instructor

Fast friendly patient tuition
Door to door home or work

Evening and weekend appointments available
Discount on pre paid block booking

PHILIP PULLEN 07733 360230

email: phil.pullen@btinternet.com
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