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REFURBISHED 
PLAYGROUND OPENED 

The refurbished playground in Whitehorns Way was officially 

opened on 27th June. 

The ceremony was attended by Mike Badcock, Chairman of the 

Vale of White Horse District Council.  Richard Williams, 

Chairman of The Parish Council, made the opening speech. 

The refurbishment was funded by the Parish Council and by 

grants from the Drayton Community Trust, VWHDC and from 

WREN (Landfill Trust). 

The parents at the school, pre-school and toddler group, and 

others, via the Families in Drayton Facebook page, were consulted 

on the design and choice of equipment by Laura Billington, 

Tamsin Meredith and Pat Athawes.  Laura and Tamsin are parents 

of young children and Pat is a school governor.  All three are 

Drayton Parish Councillors and along with Richard Williams form 

the Council’s Leisure and General Purposes Committee, chaired 

by Pat.  The L&GP consulted four playground suppliers before 

choosing the final design. 

 

Gethin Meredith, Tegan Meredith and Henry Billington cut the 

tape overseen by Mike Badcock 
 

Tamsin Meredith, Laura Billington and helpers set out the 

refreshments 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

A RIGHT ROYAL PICNIC 
Jane McWhirter 

The Millennium Green Trust invites you to join us for "a Right 

Royal Picnic" on Sunday 21st August from 3 - 6 pm. 

Come along for the afternoon, bring a picnic and a blanket or a 

chair and hopefully enjoy a sunny afternoon on the Millennium 

Green.  We will be selling a small selection of cold drinks, an ice 

cream van will be visiting and we will have some games, tombolas 

and a treasure hunt running throughout the afternoon. 

In addition (subject to minor changes!): 

At 3 pm - we would ask you to bring along a cake or individual 

cakes to be entered into The Great Drayton Bake Off.  They will 

be judged in a very light hearted way by our own Mary Berry and 

Paul Hollywood and then sold on the cake stall for people to enjoy 

with their picnic.  A small prize for best adult and under 12. No 

soggy bottoms please! 

3.30 - we would love children to wear a crown they had created 

at home to go along with the theme of the afternoon.  A Prince and 

Princess of Drayton will be chosen for the afternoon and will have 

a throne to sit on for the afternoon and a suitably regal prize. 

4.30 - old fashioned races, egg and spoon, dressing up race and 

could children bring along a hobby horse if you have one at home 

- Royal Ascot on the Green.  Medals for all! 

5.00 - talk at the pond by Rod D'Ayala, Rod helps look after the 

pond for us and will give a talk about what makes our pond great 

and what lives and grows there. 

Any profit from the event will be put towards additional seating 

on the Green. 

Please note parking is limited so if possible please walk or be 

dropped off.  Could dog owners please be extra vigilant on the run 

up to this event so we can avoid any messy problems! 

The morning before, Saturday 20th August, we are planning a 

clear up morning as there will be plenty to do to get ready for the 

picnic.  This will be at the usual time of 10.00 to 12.30.  Even if 

you can't make it on Sunday we would really appreciate some help 

to tidy up the morning before.  As usual please bring along a mug 

and some gardening tools. 

Please pass the word around and let people know about this 

event, let's make it a memorable one!  Any questions please 

contact me at chair.millenniumgreen@gmail.com or Janet 

Woolley at janetwoolley53@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 
 

VALE OF WHITE HORSE LOCAL PLAN 
The latest public consultation on the Vale of White Horse Local Plan will take place between the 20th July and 14th September 2016. 

All documents (including response forms) can be viewed on the Vale website at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/localplan. 

They are also available for inspection at the Vale office 135 Eastern Avenue, Milton Park, Milton, OX14 4SB (Monday to Friday 9am 

to 5pm), and at public libraries in Abingdon-on-Thames, Wantage, Faringdon, Grove, Botley, Kennington, and Didcot. 

If you have any questions please call us on 01235 422600, or e-mail planning.policy@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 

http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/localplan
mailto:planning.policy@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
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CHRONICLE INFORMATION 
The next Chronicle will be the September issue:  

Editor: Derek Pooley, 11 Hall's Close (559454) 

Deadline for advertisements: 17.00 on Friday, 12 August 2016 

Deadline for other contributions: 17.00 on Mon., 15 August 2016 

Printed copies available: Friday, 26 August 2016 

Key dates for the subsequent three Chronicles: 
 

Issue for Deadline for contributions: 

17.00 on Monday: 

Printed Chronicles 

available on: 

October 19 September 2016  30 September 2016  

November 17 October 2016 28 October 2016 

December 14 November 2016 25 November 2016  
 

Archive copies of the Chronicle are available on the Drayton 

website: www.draytonvillage.co.uk.  The current copy will be 

available on or near the same date that printed copies are distributed. 

NOTES for CONTRIBUTORS 
Contributions to and advertisements in the Chronicle are most 

welcome.  Please be sure always to include your name, address and 

(in case clarification is necessary) telephone number.  Without names 

we will usually not print an item at all. 

However, please also note that the editor has to ensure that each 

Chronicle fits exactly into an even number of printed pages.  The 

editor therefore reserves the right to place, edit, shorten or even reject 

contributions as required.   

A contribution or advertising request can be sent to us in one of 

three ways: 

1.  The best is by email to editor@draytonchronicle.net.  Your 

contributions should either be embedded in your email as plain text or 

attached as a rich-text or Microsoft Word document!   

Requests for advertisements should be emailed not to the editor but 

to advertising@draytonchronicle.net.  Please note that 

advertisements eventually need to be in Word format, 9cms wide and, 

for a single block advert, about 4.5cms high 

Please head your email and label any attachments with a name 

distinctive to you, not just ‘Chronicle’.  Also, make sure the editor or 

advertising manager acknowledges your email within 2 or 3 days.  

2.  If you cannot send your contribution by email, send us a good 

quality paper version, using fairly large, simple black typescript, 

without underlining on white paper, A4 or smaller.  

3.  Finally, we do accept hand–written items.  However, in this 

case please write the names of people and places in capital letters.  

This does save a lot of mistakes.  

Paper contributions should be either placed in the Chronicle letter 

box (outside Vickery’s shop on Drayton Green) or posted to Vickery’s 

at 5 The Green, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JA.  

After the deadlines listed at the top of this page, only urgent items 

will be considered for inclusion and then only if emailed or delivered 

directly to the Editor’s house by the Wednesday following the 

deadlines.  

ADVERTISING RATES 
Charge for a single Block Advert (about 9cms x 4.5cms) 

           - - - - Number of Inserts - - - - 

 Advertiser Category:  1 3 6 12 

 Drayton Resident £6.00 £16.00 £31.00 £60.00  

 Non-Drayton Resident £7.00 £19.00  £37.00 £72.00  

Double-size adverts are charged at twice the above rates. 

 All advertising MUST be paid for up-front, either in cash 

or via a cheque made payable to ‘The Drayton Chronicle’ 

and placed in the box at or sent to Vickery’s. 

  Requests for advertisements should (preferably) be emailed 

to Stephen Fearnley, the Chronicle’s Advertising Manager, at 

advertising@draytonchronicle.net or placed in the box at 

Vickery's.  If you wish to discuss your requirements please 

phone Stephen on 01235 531347 

 

CHRONICLE LOTTERY 

Carol Arnold, Hon Promoter 
 

 

CHRONICLE MATTERS 

For  anyone interested in becoming an area agent, please contact 

Gareth Davies on garethj.davies@virgin.net.  For any one who 

would like information regarding the lottery, contact Carol Arnold: 

Tel: 01235 531923,  e-mail, carolannarnold@sky.com 
 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD NEWS 
 

A warm welcome to Mr. David Burgin and Holly Smith who 

have moved into Church Lane from Abingdon. 

Sue Brooks (Area Agent 10) 
 

 

We welcome Jake, Kelly and Frankie to Lockway, they have 

moved from the High Street.  We hope that they will be happy in 

their new home. 

Carol Arnold 

 

Hazel Lee 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Free quotes 
07866 509683 

hazel.lee78@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
 

 

K. L. YATES BUILDERS 
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING SERVICES 

 Extensions and Alterations 

 Property Maintenance 

 Kitchens and Bathrooms 

 Carpentry and Tiling 
 

Call RICHARD for an estimate on 

01235 531275 or mobile 07788 738248 
 

RESULTS OF THE JULY LOTTERY 

Prize Winner Agent 

£25 1659 M. Woodley, 25, Binning Close Cathy Norris £25 Fraser and Jen Wood  14 High Street  Liz Branson 

£20 B Richards  2 Chiers Farm Doreen Mason 

£15 Mr and Mrs Clarke  11 Church Lane Susan Brooks 

£10 Vanessa Denton  9 Lesparre Close Amanda Drysdale 

£10 Mr T Peters  36 Whitehorns Way Pat Percival 

£10 Berry  77 Abingdon Road Jayne Henderson 

£10 Mrs M Neal  The Willows Binning Close Cathy Norris 

£10 Barry and Eve Sharp  25 Steventon Road Tamsin Meredith 

£10 Mr Laws   Sutton Wick Farmhouse Keith Clough  

£10 Mr Alan Woodley  24 High Street Ali Bone 

Winning tickets, from 1903 sold, were randomly drawn by a 

computer (similar to the Premium Bond Draw) 

mailto:garethj.davies@virgin.net
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DRAYTON REMEMBERS 
World War 1 Dead 

TheThe Chronicle commemorates the men of Drayton who died in 

the 1st World War by publishing their names in the month of the 

100th anniversary of their deaths.  These men were killed in the 

Battle of the Somme fought between July 1st and November 1st 

1916.  (Information supplied and reseached by John Roberts) 

Private Albert Charles Buck 

Border Regiment 

1st Battalion/2nd Battalion 

Service Number – 8132 

Killed in Action 1st July 1916 

Age 28 

Arthur lived in Steventon Road 

Husband of Martha Alice Buck 

Buried in Hawthorn Ridge Cemetry 

No.2, Auchonvillers 

 

Private Sam Danby 

Royal Berkshire Regiment 

6th Battalion 

Service Number – 16068 

Died of wounds 2nd July 1916 

Age 33 

Son of Samuel and Jane Danby of High 

Street 

Buried in Heilly Station Cemetry 1B 30 

 

 

Sergeant Frederick Didcock 

Royal Berkshire Regiment 

1/4th Battalion 

Service Number – 2327 

Killed in Action 23rd July 1916 

Age 34 

Son of William and Sara Didcock of 

Steventon Road 

Remembered with Honour on 

Thiepval Memorial Pier and Face 11D 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Unit 4, Area C Radley Road Industrial 

Estate, Abingdon OX14 3RY 

Monday - Friday 7.30 - 5.00 

Saturday 10.00 - 4.00 
Natural, Porcelain and Ceramic Tiles 

Adhesive Grout Tools 
Underfloor Heating and more…… 

01235 797373 
sales@oxtilingsupplies.co.uk 

Facebook/OxfordShireTilingSupplies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Care you need from  
professionals you can trust 

Offering a full range of services including: 
Live-in care – Elderly care – Domestic help – Supported Living 

Across Oxfordshire towns and villages 

T: 01235 848822 E: Katie@homehelperscare.co.uk 
www.homehelperscare.co.uk 

mailto:sales@oxtilingsupplies.co.uk
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ST PETER’S CHURCH 

Priest in Charge Rev’d Rebecca Peters 531374 

Associate Priest Rev’d Rosie Bruce 07766421773 

Churchwardens Mrs Alison Bone 202188 

 Mrs Linda Johnson 527521 

Organist Vacancy 
 

REGULAR SERVICES 

Sunday 8.00 am 

10.00 am 

 Holy Communion (CW Traditional) 

Sung Eucharist (CW), except 2nd Sunday 

when there is a non-Eucharistic All Age 

Service. 

Thurs 9.15 am  Holy Communion (CW) in Lady Chapel. 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

Wednesday  10.00 am  Pebbles (Term Time only) Church Room 

Monday  7.45 pm    Bell Ringing Practice Bell Tower 

CHURCH REGISTER 
Funeral 

Wednesday 13th July Keith Owen Harpwood 

Baptism 

Sunday 3rd July Reuben Andrew Adderley 

YOU STAY - WE PRAY, AUGUST 

1st to 13th  Abingdon Road; Oday Hill; Binning Close;  

 Haywards Road 

14th to 20th  Sutton Wick Lane; Greenacres; Newman Lane; 

Conifer Drive 

21st to 31st  Hilliat Fields; Lyford Close; Manor Close;The Green 

 

CARAVAN FOR SALE - 07887 715478 
LX2000-525 6 to 10 berth, Full awning, ground sheet 

TV, Music centre, recorders, Fridge & Freezer 
Sited in Sidford, Devon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DRAYTON TELEVISION SERVICES 
Digital TV aerials installed Extra aerial points 

Satellite Sky or Freesat Repairs 

TV tuning and programming New TV Sales  

Television Wall mounting FREE ESTIMATES 

Telephone: 01235 531451 
 

 

 

A. GIBBARD 
HIGH QUALITY INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

PAINTING AND DECORATING 

 

TEL: 01235 528342 MOBILE 07759 842388 

78 STEVENTON ROAD, DRAYTON 

 

ST PETER’S LETTER 
Dear Friends, 

Hopefully we will all be enjoying good warm holiday weather 

as you read this letter.  As you might know St Peters Church 

Drayton is part of a larger group of Churches called the 

DAMASCUS (Drayton, Appleford, Milton And Sutton Courtenay 

United with Steventon) group.  Each church has been its’ own 

parish and functioned independently with their own Parochial 

Church Councils (governing body) but joining together for 

monthly services.  However, the decision has been taken across 

each of the parishes to change this operating structure, by joining 

even more closely together, all five churches becoming one parish.  

This will mean that there will be one PCC made up of members 

from all the churches.  It will also mean Revd Helen Kendrick 

(from Sutton Courtenay) will be the full-time licensed incumbent 

(person in charge) of the parish and I will become an associate 

priest to the DAMASCUS parish. 

The Churchwardens, PCCs and Clergy will be involved in the 

drawing up of the scheme so that we can ensure it works for all of 

us.  We believe that forming a Single Parish is the best option for 

serving our communities and pastoral reorganisation of our 

parishes.  This is an exciting opportunity which, we believe, will 

enable more effective ministry to our rapidly growing 

communities and help ensure the ongoing financial viability of our 

churches and ensure better clergy provision across all the parishes.  

If you have any questions or comments please do not hesitate to 

talk to your clergy or churchwardens. 

Also, a huge thank you to the villagers who have taken 

responsibility to wind the church clock and who have now retired 

from duty due to the installation of an electric clockwinding 

mechanism. 

Hope that you all have a lovely Summer!  God Bless 

Rebecca 
 

HALLS GARAGE 

Established 60 years – Servicing and repairs 

●  MOT’s ●  Batteries   ●  Diagnostic Facilities 

● Vehicle Collection Service ●  All Makes and Models 

(Milton Park, Drayton, Steventon, Culham,  

Appleford, Sutton Courtenay) 

The High Street, Sutton Courtenay, ABINGDON, OX14 4AW 

Tel: 01235 848236 ● Mobile 07767165072 

mothallsgarage@gmail.com 

Open 06:30 to 18:00 Mon-Fri 

 

 

 
Housekeeping & Ironing Services 

Sue Oliver 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Fully Insured & all Staff are DBS checked. 

All equipment & cleaning products supplied. 

Call now or email for a quotation 

East Way, Drayton, Abingdon - Tel: (01235) 468402 

Email: sue@hsoliver.co.uk 

mailto:sue@hsoliver.co.uk
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BAPTIST CHURCH 
Church Secretary:  Mrs Jayne Henderson…………..Tel. 522161 

REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICES 

          6.00 pm    Evening Service.  A traditional form of service 

                               frequently with guest speakers. 

Please note that there is no longer an 11.15am Service.  Family 

worship can now be enjoyed at Drayton School on the first 

Sunday of the month, 3.00-4.30pm. 
EVERYONE IS MOST WELCOME 

 

LOCAL METHODIST WORSHIP 
High Street, Milton 

Sunday Service: 10.30 am 

Local contacts: Geoff or Jean Caudle, 531409 
 

 

FIRST TUESDAY CONNECTIONS Jean Hager 

Are you feeling lonely, isolated or in need of some friendly 

company?  Why not come along to our monthly tea and chat 

afternoons.  The teapot is always at the ready and you can be sure 

of a warm welcome.  They are held on the first Tuesday of the 

month in St Peter's Church Room from 2.30 pm to 4:00 pm and 

you are invited to drop in during these times.  Our next two dates 

will be 2nd August and 6th September.  If you need transport or 

further information please give me a call on 531558. 
 

OPEN GATE THURSDAY MORNING 
Tea and coffee, from 11 am to 1 pm 

Call in for a chat and a cuppa  
Everyone welcome. 

We would love to see you  
At the Baptist Church, 

 opposite the Village Green. 
Every Thursday morning throughout the summer. 

Children and Pets welcome 
 

 

JEFF’S DRIVING SCHOOL 

COMPETITIVE RATES 

CONTACT : JEFF COX 

01235 – 203038 
07866 – 903400 

JC_OX14@YAHOO.CO.UK 

 

Just  Grass 
Weekly / Fortnightly 

Lawn  Mowing  Service 
 

Tel:  01235  553468    Mob:   07921 102100 
 

General Garden Maintenance   
Hedge Cutting  -   Tree Work  

Julian Cook. 43 Sutton Wick Lane, Drayton     

 

Alice’s Nails and Beauty 
86c Abingdon Road, Drayton 

01235 523773  
Treatments include Acrylic nails, Spray tanning, Facials,  

Gelish, Manicures and Pedicures, waxing and more. 

20% off WAXING WEDNESDAYS and £16 Tans on a Thursday. 

Contact Alice at the salon for more information 

For full details including opening hours please visit website 

www.alicenailsandbeauty.co.uk 
 

 
 

HAND MADE WOODEN PLANTERS 

Made to measure, any size 
Call: 07887 715478 

 

 

 

 
9”x 9”x18” £20 18”x18”x18” £40 24”x24”x24” £60 

 
 

Ady Bolton 

Building & Decorating 
 General Building and Maintenance.  

 Internal and External Decorating. 
 

56 Whitehorns Way, Drayton, Oxon, OX14 4LJ 

Tel:  07896 908768 

Email  adybolton@aol.com 
 
 

 

Sharman Roofing 
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist 

tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias, 
 new builds, re-roofs, extensions,  

maintenance & sheds  

all work considered, call Mark on 

07979 791075 
msharmanroofing@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Need a helping hand with IT? 
o set up and fix problems with your computer & 

devices including viruses & internet 

o get started and learn how to make best use of 

your PC & tablets 

Call Meryl on 07794 656607 

info@computertutorabingdon.co.uk 

www.computertutorabingdon.co.uk 

Your Computer Tutor 

mailto:adybolton@aol.com
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OXFORDSHIRE COMET 

A New Bus Service 
The Oxfordshire Comet 

Our bookable transport service for those who can't access 

suitable public transport. 

What is it? 

It is a not for profit service, created to allow people without 

suitable access to public transport to make the journeys they want. 

The Oxfordshire Comet can be booked for any type of trip.  

Whether it’s to meet friends in town, travel across the county, 

attend an appointment or pop to the shops.  The service is 

available 10.15am - 2.30pm Monday to Friday (not Bank 

Holidays). 

It’s easy to book, with a pre-paid account that can be set up on 

the phone. 

Your vehicles, not ours 

The Oxfordshire Comet uses vehicles that normally take 

children to school and adults to day care centres.  We identified 

the times of the day when they weren’t being used and are making 

them available to you so that you can make the journeys you want.  

Because we already own these vehicles, we only have to cover 

running costs, meaning we can keep costs down for our 

passengers. 

Who is it for? 

Oxfordshire residents who don’t have access to suitable public 

transport, wheelchair users or those with mobility issues. 

It can be booked by 

 individuals 

 groups 

 schools 

 organisations 

 local communities. 

At your service 

We can do one-off journeys, regular and group trips.  We can 

also offer regular routes for local communities (similar to a bus 

route) that do not have access to existing public transport. 

The 16-seater vehicles are fully wheelchair and pushchair 

accessible, and our friendly drivers are only too happy to help.  

Just let us know if you need some extra assistance getting on or off 

the Comet, or with carrying shopping inside. 

Options for travel 

Individuals 

 Exclusive use – you will have sole use of the vehicle and 

can bring up to 15 companions with you. 

 Shared travel – if you don’t mind travelling with others and 

can be flexible about what day you travel, we will try to 

match your journey with other bookings in your area to 

reduce the price.  You can also bring a companion (or your 

children) with you, free of charge. 

Register before you book 

Individuals 

 call 01865 323201 to register and we’ll create an account 

for you 

 there is a one off registration fee of £3 and we will send 

you a membership card 

 buy credit for your account to make future journeys. 

 pay over the phone (credit/debit cards) to top up your 

account: 

Amount Free credit 

£10 top up - 

£50 top up £5 free credit 

£100 top up  £10 free credit 

Groups 

 call 01865 323201 to register and we’ll create an account 

for you 

 there is a one off registration fee of £3 and we will send 

you a membership card 

 we will provide a quote for the trip(s) 

 you can pay by invoice after you travel. 

How to book? 

Once you’ve registered, book a trip by calling 01865 323201 

(9am – 4.30pm Monday to Thursday and 9am-4pm on Friday). 

Just tell us where to pick you up and where you want to go. 

If you are using our shared travel service, make sure you ring at 

least 24 hours before you want to travel.  Generally we would 

advise you to ring the week before for shared travel, as the earlier 

you ring for a shared service the more likely it is that we will be 

able to do your journey. 

The service runs 10.15am - 2.30pm Monday to Friday (not Bank 

Holidays). 

Costs 

We’re charging passengers to cover running costs, not to make 

profit, meaning we can keep prices to a minimum.  Costs will vary 

based on the length of the journey and which travel option you 

choose. 

Indicative costs 

 Exclusive use - 5 mile journey from £7 

 Shared travel - 5 mile journey from £3.50 

 Group bookings - minimum of £20 per hour to cover our 

basic costs. 

When you book we will always let you know the maximum 

amount we will charge. 

For more information, visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet or 

to make a booking, call 01865 323201 between 9am – 4:30pm 

Monday to Friday to book a trip. 

 

Fun activity sessions for people aged 60+ 

Zumba Gold Tuesdays & Fridays, - £5 per session 

11am-12pm at Steventon Village Hall  

Gentle Yoga / Seated Yoga - £5 per session  

Mondays, 11am-12pm at Drayton Village Hall 

Free Get into Golf Taster at Drayton Park Driving 

Range Sunday 7 August, 2pm- 4pm (for all ages) 

For booking / information contact Annalie on 

07766991487/ annalie.thomasson@southandvale.gov.uk 

 

griffin interiors 
...soft furnishing solutions... 

Interiors and soft furnishings workroom located in 
Appleford making quality handmade curtains, pelmets, 

blinds, cushions, alterations.  

Headboards, loose-covers and upholstery. 
 Poles, tracks and fitting service. 

Design studio with extensive library of  
fabrics and trimmings. 

Fabrics and curtain making materials available 
for home curtain makers. 

20 years experience. Off street parking.  
Flexible opening hours. 

01235 847135/07808 762626 

www.griffininteriorsoxford.co.uk 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet
mailto:annalie.thomasson@southandvale.gov.uk
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PAUL MAYHEW ARCHER 
HONOURED 

 

The Chronicle congratulates 

Drayton resident, Paul Mayhew 

Archer, who was recently awarded 

an Honorary Doctorate by Oxford 

Brookes University. 

Paul is probably best known for 

his television writng for shows such 

as "The Vicar of Dibley" and "Mrs 

Brown's Boys" but his comedy work 

for radio and television extends 

much further than those two shows. 

His credits as a radio producer include "Weekending" (starring a 

then little known actor called David Jason), "I'm Sorry I haven't a 

Clue" and "Old Harry's Game", Andy Hamilton's sitcom set in 

hell. 

His credits as a television script writer include "Spitting Image", 

"Two Pints of Lager and a Packet of Crisps" and "Miranda".  He 

also co-wrote a charming television play, "Roald Dahl's Esio 

Trot", ("tortoise" spelt backwards), starring Dustin Hoffman and 

Judi Dench which has been shown during recent Christmases. 

At the beginning of his career, Paul tried to break into comedy 

by taking some shows to the Edinburgh Fringe but the 

breakthrough didn't come so he trained as a teacher and taught at 

John Mason School for three years before getting a job at the 

BBC. 

Five years ago he was diagnosed with Parkinson's Disease and 

now spends a lot of time fundraising and giving speeches about the 

importance of laughing. 
 

Electrical Problems?   Call 

 Roberts 

  ELECTRICAL 
Domestic  ●  Commercial  ●  Industrial 

 

 Electrical Hard Wire Testing  

 Domestic Electrical Reports 

 Landlords Certificates 

 Portable Appliance Testing 

 Re-wires Full or Part  

 Extra Power or Lighting Points 

 Electrical Showers Complete 

 Security Lighting, Fire & Intruder Alarms 

 LED & Low Energy Lighting Installations 

 Data & Telephone Wiring 

 TV & Home Entertainment Installations 

 Heating Controls and Wiring 

We are able to Part P/Building Control our electrical works 

Office: 01235 528800    Mobile: 07786 930463 
Windy Ridge Court, Milton Road, Drayton, Abingdon OX14 4EZ 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS 
 

Rainbow Colour 
Your friendly printers in High Street 
Steventon, producing everything you 
need, for the last 30 years. Design, 
cards, labels and NCR pads, to  
posters, banners and signage. 

Call for quality at 01235 200700 

print@rainbowcolour.co.uk 

Steventon Back 

Pain Centre 

Our aim is to 

Discover the cause 

Of your pain, get 

You well faster and 

For you to stay well 
for longer. 

 

tel: 01235 848008 

 
 
 

The Back Pain Centre 

4C Deanes Close OX13 6AF Steventon 
www.steventonbackpaincentre.co.uk 

 
 

 

 

 

Tonks Brothers  

Funeral Directors 

158 Ock Street, Abingdon OX14 5DT 

Tel 01235 539444 

166 Kennington Rd, Kennington OX1 5PG 

Tel 01865 736144  

Day or Night 

www.tonksbrothers.com 

‘Proud to be a family business’ 

 
 

 

 

Foot Health Professional 
Providing complete foot care in the comfort of your home 

• Nail trimming  • Callus reduction 

• Corn removal  • Fungal infections 

• In-growing nails  • Foot Massage 

For appointments contact Erna Bage MCFHP AFHP 

01235 535050 
foot-health@talktalk.net 

Member of the British Association of Foot Health Professionals 
 

Chiropractic Relief From: 

Back Pain 

Neck pain (mechanical) 

Headaches (cervicogenic) 

Frozen shoulder & Tennis Elbow 

Leg pain (general aches & pains) 
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WESTMINSTER LETTER 

Ed Vaizey 
(Editor's note: this item was received after the recent change of 

Prime Minister and subsequent Cabinet changes that has meant 

that Ed vaizey is no longer the Minister for Culture, 

Communications and Creative Industries.) 

This last month has seen the UK make one of its biggest 

decisions for a generation.  I campaigned for remain, and my 

constituency voted for it.  While I appreciate the strength of 

feeling from many of my constituents, and the outcome may not 

be what we wanted, the decision has been made.  We put this 

decision to the British people, and had the outcome been 52% 

remain and 48% leave, we would have expected the decision to be 

respected. 

Therefore I cannot support a second referendum because we 

disagree with the outcome.  Nor can I promise to vote against 

Brexit in Parliament as I cannot know what the Bill before us 

would contain.  However, those who have emailed or contacted 

me following this momentous decision have not wasted their time, 

as it gives me the support I need to press for the best deal possible 

in our future negotiations with the EU. 

My first priority is to protect the jobs and economy in this part 

of Oxfordshire, many of which depend so heavily on the EU.  Our 

relationship with the EU is currently unchanged, and will remain 

so until an agreement over Article 50 is reached and put into 

effect.  There will be no immediate change to European citizens 

currently living in the UK, nor for British citizens living in the EU.  

All applicable EU rules and funds in the research, innovation, and 

education fields remain in place. 

While we wait for the selection of a new Prime Minister, the life 

of an MP continues.  I recently met with representatives from East 

Challow, Cholsey & Watchfield Parish Councils at the Scottish 

and Southern Electric Parliamentary Reception for the Launch of 

their Resilient Communities Fund.  These three Parish Councils 

received funding for a variety of projects from the fund, such as 

public defibrillator, portable generators and pumps for 

emergencies, and equipment to combat flooding.  The next round 

of funding from this scheme is now open for applications, and 

more information can be found at http://bit.ly/29GAON4. 

The Big Lottery Fund is also calling on local groups to apply for 

funding to hold events or activities that will bring people together 

and celebrate what makes their local community special.  This 

funding could be used to celebrate something in the community’s 

local history, a local hero, to mark something of national 

importance such as Her Majesty The Queen’s 90th Birthday, or 

just to get to know their neighbours better.  Applications can be 

found at http://bit.ly/29ujude. 

As the Minister responsible for digital infrastructure, I am 

always looking for schemes that can help rural communities such 

as ours eliminate their not-spots.  Vodafone have unveiled a 

program to give indoor mobile coverage to 100 rural community 

hubs, from pubs to village halls and community run shops.  

Further information can be found here: http://bit.ly/29A741w.  

 

SP courier services 

 “MOVING ASSISTANCE” 

House – Flat – Apartments - Office 

FURNITURE MOVED/TRANSPORTED 
Ebay COLLECTIONS - DELIVERIES 

Tel 07721 679487 + 01235 524589 
 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any pressing issues 

that you would like help with.  You can contact me on any matter 

at the House of Commons, SW1A 0AA, 020 7219 6350 or 

dicksonce@parliament.uk.  Email is the quickest and most 

reliable.  I also send out occasional general interest emails about 

developments in the Wantage and Didcot Constituency.  If you 

would like to be added to the distribution list, please complete the 

online form at http://bit.ly/EdVaizeyMP. 

 

 

 

All rooms are en suite 

For more information 

Ring Glenn or Janet on 

01235 531457 or visit 

www.theredliondrayton.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

 

EV ERLAST  
Roofing & Building Services  

New Roofs • All Flat Roofs • Tiling & Slating • Demossing Chimney 

Repairs & Pointing • Facias & Guttering • All Repairs • 24/7 Call Out 

No job too small 

Drayton Based Company 

01235 532273 • 07553 911258 
Manor Close, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JD 
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

Richard Williams 
Report of the Parish Council meeting held on Mon 4th July 

2016. 

Six members of the public attended the meeting, in addition to 

the councillors.  Richard Seamark and Alan Alston reported that 

Julian Cook has been cutting the football pitch (funded by the 

club).  It has been agreed that the Parish Council will fund further 

cuts up until Christmas.  It will also consider paying 

retrospectively for several cuts already carried out during the 

summer, but asked first to receive an up to date copy of the club 

accounts. 

Criticism of the lack of grass cutting more generally in the 

village continues.  It was stated wrongly last month that OCC will 

only be able to cut grass verges twice a year from now on: in fact 

the situation is worse than that, and due to extreme pressure on the 

County’s budget, the PC understands that cutting will be once a 

year only.  The one spot of good news is that OCC’s teams should 

be out and about doing that cut fairly soon.  As many residents 

will have noticed, some of the footpaths and bridleways around 

Drayton are also now getting overgrown (this is another County 

responsibility).  To ease the problem somewhat, the PC has 

authorized the Deputy Clerk to do some strimming along the worst 

affected routes.  Chris’s time is limited, and the job is too large for 

one person to keep on top of (or indeed two, as Steve Sadler, the 

Village caretaker does some of this work as well), but hopefully 

we can keep some paths open that would otherwise be completely 

inaccessible. 

Daniel Scharf complained that the new housing site at Barrow 

Road (Walnut Meadow) is too visible from the north, coming from 

Abingdon, and said that to mitigate the effects, screening should 

be introduced.  He was also concerned that the rules for 

Conservation areas should be properly enforced in relation to the 

proposed CALA Homes development at Manor Farm.  It was 

explained that it was hoped to hold a joint meeting at which 

members of the Implementation Committee, the developers, and 

the Vale planners would all be present, in order to discuss a 

number of unresolved issues. 

Alison Bone and Linda Johnson, Churchwardens at St Peter’s 

Church, reported that they are in the process of applying for 

approval from the diocese, who need to agree a faculty for the 

laying of the Victoria Cross paving stone under the lych gate. 

 
 

The Beauty Spot 
12 High Street Steventon 

OX13 6RS 
01235 833277 

Email: gemma@thebeautyspot.info  
www.thebeautyspot.info 

OPI Manicures & Pedicures…Massage… 
Lava Shell Massage…Bio Detox…Waxing… 

Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting… 
Dermalogica Facial & Body Treatments 

Sienna X Spray Tan 
*Monthly Special Offers…Evening appointments* 

Gift Vouchers available. 
 

The 100th anniversary of the action in which Edward John Mott 

won his VC, will be on 27th January 2017, and it has been 

suggested to hold the ceremony and church service on Sunday 

22nd January.  The paving stone itself may be laid later in the 

spring when the weather improves. 

The Lockway playground was ‘officially’ opened on Monday 

27th June.  About 50 parents and children attended and Councillor 

Mike Badcock, Chairman of the Vale Council, gave a short 

speech.  The Vale and WREN (the environmental charity) both 

contributed substantial grants towards the cost of the 

refurbishment. A report with pictures can be seen on Page 1.  It 

may be worth reminding residents here that dogs are not allowed 

inside the playground (for reasons which should be obvious), and a 

new sign has been placed more prominently on the main entrance 

gate, to that effect.  In addition, the playground is intended for 

children aged 11 and under.  It is not meant, or designed, for 

teenagers, and although smaller children may be accompanied by 

adults, can I also point out (sorry for all the ‘don’t’s) that the 

equipment is not designed to be used by adults.  It is our aim to 

provide facilities on the new housing sites which will be suitable 

for older children and teenagers, but these are still in the planning 

stage. 

To contact any members of the Parish Council, all enquiries 

should be directed to the Parish Clerk, David Perrow.  David may 

be contacted via E-mail at draytonclerk@yahoo.co.uk or by 

telephone on 07909 176061. 

Parish Council minutes are now archived on the village website: 

http://www.draytonvillage.co.uk/.  The website also carries back 

copies of the Drayton Chronicle, information on the latest 

activities of the Drayton 2020 Implementation Committee, and 

details of other events in the village.  

The next Parish Council meeting will be on Monday 1st August 

2016, at 7.30 pm, in the Caudwell Day Centre in Gravel Lane.  As 

ever, all are welcome to attend.  
 

 

 

 

Young Carers 

Supporting young carers 
in your community 

If you’re a young carer, under 18 
and need some help or want to 

take a break, give us a call. 

Call 01235 838 554 
Email: youngcarers@svcarers.org.uk or go online: svcarers.org.uk 

Registered charity number 1042708 

 

Quality childcare tailored 

to meet your family's 

individual needs 

07890 334 460 
info@contentedchildcare.co.uk|www.contentedchildcare.co.uk 

 
L H GOODWIN professional decorator. 

Our services include both domestic and 
commercial painting and decorating. 
We are fully insured and all work guaranteed  
25 years’ experience – References available. 
For a free estimate please call Leigh on 

07789873483 or visit my website  

www.lhgoodwin.co.uk 

mailto:gemma@thebeautyspot.info
mailto:info@contentedchildcare.co.uk
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COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT 

Richard Webber 
Now is not the time to discuss the recent national events and 

how they may/may not effect local politics.  Until things have 

settled down a bit, the short answer is that no-one knows what the 

impact will be.  If my inbox is anything to go by, there has been 

plenty else to focus the mind.  

Top of the list is grass cutting.  In February, OCC was 

compelled by law to produce a balanced budget.  Faced with 

escalating adult and child social care costs and austerity cuts from 

central government, very difficult choices had to be made.  The 

problem with making further cuts to social services is that there is 

an extreme risk that by making further cuts, more people would 

fall into vulnerability in the next year or two - putting further 

pressure on future budgets.  For this reason, I and an 

overwhelming majority of County Councillors of all political 

persuasions voted to look elsewhere to make the cuts that would 

allow the Council to produce a balanced budget.  Reducing the 

number of grass cuts to one per year was one of the options agreed 

and this was announced in late February.  Where, I believe, OCC 

went wrong was in starting the cutting too late.  With this and an 

unusually good early spell of weather for grass growing, we now 

find ourselves with far too many grass verges heavily overgrown.  

The single annual cut has begun and I understand that all areas 

will be cut in the next few weeks.  Some money has been set aside 

to deal with those areas deemed to be unsafe and I have relayed all 

concerns around road safety to the Highways team.  We have to be 

aware that diversion from routine cutting will delay that cutting 

and I am leaving the safety experts to judge what the priority 

should be. 

I do not like this situation and have already been pressing for 

cutting to begin earlier next year.  Whilst I defend OCC’s decision 

to reduce grass cutting rather than cutting social care further, I, and 

others, have been working hard on trying to make sure that this 

situation does not exist for ever.  That is the reason that gaining 

the savings made through going for Unitary Government in 

Oxfordshire is so important to me and why I have been pushing 

this so hard.  I am hopeful that, by next month, I will be able to 

report real progress on the idea. 

Richard Webber Cllr OCC 

Richardwebber777@gmail.com 

01235 534001 

 

 

DANES/MACE STORE 
Mon-Sat 5am-8pm  -  Sun 6am-6pm 

FOR ALL YOUR PAPERS, MAGAZINES, 

GROCERIES, FROZEN FOODS, 

CARDS, OFF LICENCE  and 

SAVOURY  SNACKS. 

LINK CASH MACHINE AVAILABLE 
WESTERN UNION MONEY TRANSFER 

LOTTERY TICKETS 

In Store Bakery and 

Freshly cut sandwiches 

MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

NOW WITH PAYPOINT 

TEL:  01235 554813 
FAX NO:  01235 531217 

 

 

BENTON & BRYAN BUILDERS 
For all types of building work from a  

reliable local company 
 

Extensions, Alterations, Kitchens & Bathrooms, 
 Carpentry, Decorating, Patios, Plastering, 

Roofing, Brickwork and Plumbing 

MOB: 07905386150 
TEL: 01235 832513 

 
 

THE WHEATSHEAF 
 

 

Austin & Geraldine 

welcome you: to enjoy 

Traditional Home Cooked Food,  

Fine Wines and  Beers 

In Friendly Comfortable Surroundings. 

Take away Fish & Chips:  
served Mon - Sat until 8pm 

 

Delicious Home Cooked Roast Lunch:  
Sunday 12- 3.30 pm 

Senior Citizens Lunchtime Menu  
and 6.00 to 7.00 evenings 

Tuesday to Friday £6.95 including sweet 
 

Bookings :- call Gel or Austin (01235 531485)  

Drayton (on the village green) 
 

OVENBLITZ 
CLEANING THE DIRTY OVEN IS A JOB YOU NEED  

NEVER DO AGAIN - OVENBLITZ CLEAN ANY OVEN, HOB, 
EXTRACTOR, MICROWAVE OR BBQ – WE USE NON-CAUSTIC 

AND NON-TOXIC PRODUCTS IN YOUR HOME 
PRICES START FROM AS LITTLE AS £35 FOR A SINGLE OVEN 

(Aga and Rayburn priced according to the number of ovens) 

CALL PETER EARNSHAW ON 07749 597627 OR 
email ovenblitz@googlemail.com web: www.ovenblitz.co.uk 

WEEKEND APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 
Member of the Association of Approved Oven Cleaners 

 

A.L.VICKERY & SON 
5, THE GREEN, DRAYTON,  OX14 4JA 

01235  531497 

COOKSHOP – HOUSEWARES – DIY 

ELECTRICAL TOOLS – GARDENING 

LOCKSMITHS – KEYS CUT WHILE YOU WAIT 

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY,  9 to 5.30 
CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

 

 

 

Park your car outside the Store 
 

NOW STOCKING HOOVER BAGS AND PRE-PACKED COAL 

THE WHEATSHEAF 

mailto:Richardwebber777@gmail.com
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Drayton2020 Neighbourhood Plan Update –July/August 2016 

 Sports Pitches and Pavilion.  The Sports Needs 

questionnaire launched in June/July is now being analysed 

and a report by the Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association 

will be available in the late summer.  Following the display 

of the conceptual design and floor plan for the Sports 

Pavilion at the School Fete, on the village website and 

Facebook, architects are now to be approached to tender for 

a detailed design and costing for the building. 

 Barrow Road/Walnut Meadow – Nigel Porter, our D2020 

Implementation Director, is working with Miller Homes on a 

number of practical issues including the location of the 

electricity sub-station, a particularly noisy generator near 

existing housing, and the positioning of the fencing between 

new and existing houses. 

 Re-surfacing of the Drayton Road  (Oday Hill to Sutton 

Wick).  OCC have now agreed to postpone this re-surfacing 

until at least September.  Cllr Richard Webber has been in 

discussion with Oxfordshire County Council to point out that 

the Drayton gateway part of this road will be subject to 

change in the next few months as the 30mph limit is moved 

and the Miller Homes related work on that stretch of road is 

carried out.  This stretch of road within the village boundary 

is also part of intended traffic calming scheme for the north 

of the village.  Discussions are now being sought between 

the Parish Council, Miller Homes and OCC to agree a 

timetable and scope for the work. 

 South of High Street Site.  Planning permission for 140 

houses has now been granted by VWHDC.  Work on site is 

expected to begin in late summer/early Autumn, once Bloor 

Homes have discharged their planning pre-conditions. 

 Manor Farm.  CALA Homes are in discussion with 

VWHDC about their planning application for the site, 

following their public exhibition.  The lodging of a formal 

planning application is expected soon. 

 Drayton School.  OCC have now applied for planning 

permission to expand the school in preparation for the 

additional children who will be resident in the village when 

the new housing is completed.  
 Shops.  Discussions are taking place with the shop owner, 

Drayton2020 and CALA Homes to see what may be done to 

improve the road safety and parking at the corner of Henleys 

Lane  
 Tree Planting.  The first of the additional tree planting 

schemes in the village has now been designed and costed.  

This will be exhibited and consulted on after the School 

holidays.  In the meantime discussions will take place with 

OCC, on whose highways land the planting will take place, 

and approaches will be made to possible funding sources. 

David Perrow, Clerk to Drayton (Abingdon) Parish Council 

Tel: 07909176061 (mobile) Email: draytonclerk@gmail.com 

Website: www.DraytonPC.org 
 

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES 
Stephen R. Matthews 

16 Frilsham Street,Sutton Courtenay 
Oxfordshire OX14 4AZ 

Tel: 01235 848163  
Mobile: 07796 532356 
All kinds of work undertaken, including: 
 garden clearance and restoration 
 fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning 
 hedge cutting, rockeries, turfing 

 fencing and landscaping. 
 

 

 

 
 

Caring for Pets, Horses & Farm Animals 

throughout South Oxon 
 

Didcot & Sutton Courtenay     01235 814991 
Cholsey & Benson                      01491 651379 
Horses & Farm Animals            01491 651479 

www.larkmead.co.uk 
 

 

 

The Sitting Room 
Quality British Made: 

Sofas & Chairs, Recliners, sofa-beds, Lamps, Mirrors, 
Gifts for the home, Occasional furniture,  

Custom made Curtains, Full Re-Upholstery Service 

Peter & AmandaWelcome you to our showroom at 
22 High Street, Drayton, Abingdon, OX14 4JL 

01235 531738 - www.thesittingroom.co.uk 
Open 10-5 Mon-Sat 

 

 

 

M. S. Lally 
Gas Boi ler  Serv ice  

01235 848592     0796 7015 065  
Servicing and Repairs 
Systems Installed 
Boiler changes 
Systems Power Flushed 

85 Milton Road, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4BX 

 

 

 
Serving Drayton and nearby villages       

and towns for the past 25 years 
Professional yet personal care for your 

pets and home when you’re away 

01235 520290   info@keyminders.co.uk  

www.keyminders.co.uk 

 

 

K Boswell Building Services 

Bricklayer and general builder. 

23 years’ experience. Fully insured. 
New builds, extensions, stonework,  
repointing, home improvements,  
patios, fencing.  
All jobs considered. Testimonials available. For your free, 
no obligation quote contact Kevin Boswell 

Tel: 07867785151 or email: kjboswell@sky.com 
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ALL AROUND 

DRAYTON TABLE TENNIS CLUB  John Gould 

Well, the 2015-16 Didcot League season has finished.  Our 

success was in Division 5 where our two teams finished 1st & 2nd.  

On the downside, the C team in Div 2 and the E team in Div 4 

finished 2nd bottom so face the possibility of relegation.  All will 

be decided at a meeting in August.  Sadly the A team lost their 

Handicap Shield semi final partly due to the event overrunning 

several weeks due to other ties not being played.  The team didn’t 

play for almost a month before losing out. 

The club AGM saw the usual suspects being reappointed.  No 

bad thing as the club officers all do their jobs extremely well.  We 

have presented all the remaining club trophies for another season.  

The recipients being Robbie Greenfield & Peter Weir who shared 

the Geoff Hoyland Shield as our junior ‘best players’.  Both had a 

league percentage of 83%.  Graham Stephenson won the senior 

‘best player’ cup also with 83%.  Janet Quarry our club coach was 

awarded the Alan Bachrach cup as our club person of the season. 

Our pre-season meeting where we select our teams for next 

season will be on Monday 8th August.  We hope to run seven 

teams again next season. 

Finally thanks to the school for continuing to let us hire the hall 

for what will be our 31st season.  We will start back on 5th 

September for coaching and practice. 

1st DRAYTON BROWNIES Annette Mitchell 

In our last couple of weeks we made Peg Dollies and an 

absolutely fantastic collage of the Queen’s Crown from scraps of 

material.  If you are in the village hall please take a look at it in the 

small hall, it is very impressive! 

The Brownies were a credit to their parents when we took them 

to The Roald Dahl Museum in Great Missenden.  We had a lovely 

day cramming lots of activities in, the day just flew by! 

We finally finished the term performing dances from the 

decades to the parents and reading extracts from the lovely little 

stories that the Brownies had written to earn their Writers Badge. 

All the Brownies were presented with the badges they had 

earned from the term and we said a sad goodbye to Rosie, Alanna 

and Sienna. 

Thank you to all the parents for their help and support.  Please 

remember that Brownies are run by volunteers and we would like 

to thank the leaders and the youth leaders for their hard work, time 

and commitment without them we would not have a Brownie 

pack! 

Enjoy the summer holidays and we will return on Wednesday 

14th September. 

Meetings are held at Drayton Village Hall, on Wednesdays 

during school term from 6pm – 7.30pm, meetings are open to all 

girls aged between 7 – 10 years old.  You can register your interest 

on the girl guiding website and click on 

“Join Us!” at www.girlguiding.org.uk/get_involved or you can 

email us on drayton1stbrownies@live.co.uk 

Further details are available from: 

Ruth Hudson (Brown Owl) on 01235 205111 

Esther Deabill (Tawny Owl) on 01235 528502 

Annette Mitchell (Barn Owl) on 01235 555216 

 

KOGELS of Abingdon Limited 
HOME EXTENSION SPECIALISTS 

AND GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTORS 

 72 Steventon Road  
 Drayton 

Tel: Abingdon (01235) 531200 Abingdon 
Email: kogelsofabingdon@btconnect.com Oxon 
www.kogelsofabingdon.co.uk OX14 4LD 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION Allan Costley 
Steventon and District Branch 

Details are now available for this years Annual Branch Dinner at 

the Officer’s Mess, Vauxhall Barrack, Didcot on 23rd September 

2016.  This event was a roaring success last year, and we would 

very much like to build on this going forward – it’s a cracking 

night and is open to all.  Any questions on this event should be 

addressed to the Branch Chairman, Al Costley, see details below. 

The evening will see a series of events, including our annual 

general knowledge quiz, a three course carvery supper, and a short 

wreath laying ceremony at the Explosive Ordnance Disposal 

Memorial in the Barracks. 

We are very fortunate to have such excellent support for the 

Legion from 11 (EOD) Regiment RLC, a particularly heavily 

committed unit which is constantly operational.  It would be great 

to make this year’s dinner one to remember, and we would very 

much like to see Legion friends and supporters, both old and new. 

There will also be an Aunt Sally competition at the Steventon 

Sports and Social Club on 29th August, following on from the 

annual Family Fun Day.  All members welcome. 

As ever, your local branch is always available to support and 

advise, and key contact details for the Committee members are: 

President:  Pat Buckland, 07778 039967 

Chairman:  Al Costley, 07832 340468, 

e-mail – al_costley@hotmail.co.uk 

Secretary:  Paul Francis, 07799 026666, 

e-mail – francisoxo@aol.com 

Treasurer:  Rod Clewley, 01235 831206, 

e-mail – rod@rclewley.orangehome.co.uk 

The next Branch meeting will be at 7.00pm on Monday 19th 

September 2016 at the Sports and Social Club in Steventon.  

New members are always most welcome, from across the 

Steventon and District area.  
 

 

THE RED LION 
DRAYTON 

John, Mandy & Joshua 

Welcome you to the Red Lion 

Now serving good quality 

traditional pub food. 

Tuesday to Saturday 12-2 4-8 pm 

Sunday lunch 12 – 3pm by reservation 

Quiz evening every Sunday – 9.30 

Great Family Garden 

All Welcome 

Please call 01235 532393 
 

Suzy Willis & Associates 
 

MCSP HCPC  AACP 
 

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPISTS 
 

Old Lodge, Henleys Lane 
 

Drayton, OX14 4HU 

Tel   01235 531269 

Please ring for an appointment 
 
 

mailto:kogelsofabingdon@btconnect.com
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MORE ALL AROUND 

SCHOOL REPORT  Marc Knight 

You might think that Primary schools tend to 'wind down' 

during the summer months.  That's certainly not the case at 

Drayton!  Sports day, end of year performances, end of year 

reports and several school trips are in the diary for the last few 

weeks of term.  Sadly, we say goodbye to Mrs Middleton, who is 

retiring after giving an incredible 24 years service to the school.  It 

is extraordinary that in this day and age a teacher should serve one 

school community with such loyalty and dedication for so many 

years.  We will miss her terribly.  Similarly, Mrs Caudle, who 

currently manages our office will be moving on.  In the past she 

has provided excellent support as a teaching assistant and will be 

greatly missed.  Finally, Mrs Jordan has decided to take a well 

earned break from the profession.  We wish her well with 

whichever field she chooses to enter.  In September we welcome 

back Mrs Hodder from maternity leave, and Mrs Durman joins us 

as a new teacher. 

As many of you will know, our school is expanding.  For the 

first time we welcome 30 children into our reception class this 

September.  To accommodate demand for places the local 

authority are funding the construction of a new classroom which 

will be ready for September 2017.  More and more families are 

choosing us as their first choice, as evidenced by the successful 

parent tours which are regularly taking place.  We are happy to 

show you what our school is about - please contact our office 

(831316) to arrange a tour. 

You may have heard in the news that a new national curriculum 

was introduced in September 2014.  Our current Y6 (11 year olds) 

cohort were among the first children nationally to sit tests relating 

to the new curriculum.  Expectations have risen, with children 

expected to know more at an earlier stage of their school lives.  

Despite this, I am pleased to tell you that our children achieved 

results that are favourable to other primary schools both locally 

and nationally.  These results are testament to their hard work, but 

also to the dedication and commitment of all our staff. 

Happy holidays! 

HALL REPORT Tony Holmes 

Firstly let me clarify something, re a small incident we had 

recently.  Parents, if you have a small child who needs an urgent 

loo visit (we’re aware the playground is more popular since its 

revamp) then please DO ASK whoever is in the hall before 

marching in.  Our regular groups, and ad-hoc classes, pay for the 

hall and are responsible for it, they are usually OK with an 

emergency for a little one, (seen it often before), but the hall is not 

a public toilet.  There have been occasional incidents with older 

children sneaking in to ‘muck about’, and we have enough trouble 

paying bills without getting extra damage or breakages, or taps left 

on, etc. 

Users of our new Seniors Yoga class (Mondays 11am) tell me 

that although it’s ‘gentle’ yoga they have had much-needed 

benefits from the easing of assorted aches and pains, so why not 

try it out?  Call Annalie on 07766 991487. 

If you like more energetic classes, we have Zumba on Sundays 

(not August, back for start of Sept, Gemma needs a holiday!), and 

Tuesdays (with Kelly), Bounce-Fit (Sophie) on Monday eves and 

Clubbercise (Hannah) on Tuesdays.  We also have a league 

(ladies) badminton group on Mondays, and a social badminton 

group on Wednesday afternoons. 

Now, I sometimes mention our Bowls club in this column, 

they’ve teamed up with the Go Active Gold team (Vale & South 

Oxon Council) to offer Bowls ‘taster’ sessions, which will be on 

Tuesday afternoons, 2pm, August 2nd/9th.  It’s the same Annalie 

who organised the Yoga sessions, (see above), so give her a call, 

or drop in to their normal club sessions, Monday and Thursday 

afternoons, also Wednesday evenings.  It’s a nice mix of skill and 

tactics, they have league matches if you want, social trips, oh, and 

plenty tea and cake! 

We’ve had a small purse handed in, found in the Hall; it has a 

small amount of money in it.  If you can describe the purse to me 

(Tony, 531180), then we can return it. 

W.I. Ann Webb 

The July meeting was full of laughter and fun.  We held an 

impromptu Beetle Drive.  It was great fun.  The prize was a 

beautiful cup and saucer from the Queen's celebration party in the 

Mall, inscribed to mark the event and boxed.  It was won by 

Theresa Prince.  Guess who won the booby?  Good job I like Mars 

bars isnt it?  The coffee morning held in July raised over £40 

towards the Denman renovation fund.  We meet again in 

September when we will be making a ribbon star to hang on your 

Christmas tree.  Have a wonderful summer and we will see you all 

again in September. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTION GROUP 5  
Going away on holiday? 

 Cancel milk and newspaper deliveries. 

 Ensure all windows and doors are closed and locked. 

 Tell a trusted neighbour that you’re going away. 

 Consider asking a neighbour to park their car on your drive. 

 Use timer plugs to switch lamps and radios on and off. 

 Don’t leave your curtains closed. 

 Don’t share your holiday details on social media. 

Don’t get lax about home security  

 Keep ground floor or accessible windows shut and locked in 

rooms you are not using, and lock up properly before going to 

bed.  Insurance companies often won’t pay out if a burglary is 

the result of an insecure door or window. 

 Keep wallets, credit cards, house keys, car keys and other 

valuables out of sight.  

 While in the garden don’t leave windows and doors open. 

 If you’re carrying out repairs or DIY jobs to your home don’t 

leave tools and ladders out.  Keep them locked up. 

 Check the security of sheds, garages and gates. 

Summer travel tips 

 Check the coolant reservoir level regularly. 

 Check the oil level and top up if necessary. 

 Check wiper blades for wear or splitting. 

 Check that all exterior lights are working. 

 Check tyres and spare tyre for pressure. Check caravan tyres. 

 The RAC recommends carrying the following items in your 

vehicle: first aid kit; warning triangle; high visibility 

vest/jacket; fire extinguisher; empty fuel can; additional engine 

oil and water for topping up; light bulb kit; up to date road map 

or sat-nav and an in-car mobile phone charger. 

 Don’t leave valuables in a parked car. 

 If you have a spare set of car keys take them with you. 

 Remember to shut car windows and sunroofs as well as 

locking the doors.   

 When cycling remember to lock your bike using a good quality 

D-lock, even if you only leave your bike for a minute or two. 

Contact NAG5 by calling 01235 848694 or e-mail 

neighbourhoodactiongroup5@hotmail.com 

 

Drayton Window Cleaning Service 

 Est. 1990 - we provide a friendly reliable service 

 Every 4-5 weeks - Free quote - no obligation 

Craig Taylor  Tel: 01235 512881 Mob:07778661548 

www.Elitewindowcleaningservice.com 

 A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home. 

Online payment is also welcome. 

 Other services include:  Conservatory roof cleaning; 

Fascias cleaning; Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out 
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YOUR LETTERS 
Dear Editor, 

Queen's Birthday Tea Party 

A big "Thank You" to Janet Strong and the team from the 

Baptist church for laying on a very enjoyable tea party to celebrate 

the Queen's birthday. 

What a shame the Parish Council didn't think her Majesty's 90th 

birthday was worth celebrating and lead the way, on such an 

important day in our Nation's history. 

Shirley Thomas  

Pictured at the Tea Party 

From left to right, Janet Strong who organized the event, Susan 

Armstrong, David Hale, Pauline Evans and Margaret Armstrong. 

 

Dear Editor, 

Sam and Edge, Lucie and Lee, Jamie and Zoe and the 

grandchildren, Jessie, Evie, Georgia, Louis, Charlie, Archie, 

Henry, Albie and Isabella, would like to welcome their Mum (and 

Granny), Anne Brown, back to the village.  We hope she is very 

happy in her new home. 

Lucie Kogel. 

Dear Editor, 

I would like to say a huge thankyou to everyone who helped at 

our coffee morning yesterday (25th June).  Thankyou to the 

Drayton Wives who brought cakes, helped on the stalls and ran a 

tight ship in the kitchen making tea and coffee! 

We raised over £320 for Abingdon Community Hospital League 

of Friends which will enable us to purchase much needed 

equipment for patients and staff. 

A special thankyou to Sheila Cook (she knows why) and to all 

those who contributed in some way to make this possible.  Much 

appreciated. 

Teresa Burnage 

Dear Editor, 

We would like to thank the couple who came to our aid when 

my wheelchair hit a pothole and I was thrown onto the road.  We 

didn’t get a chance to say thankyou at the time.  If you are reading 

this, please accept this as a personal acknowledgement and to 

know that we are very grateful to you.  

Ethel and Mary Wright 

 

Dear Editor, 

Cars & Insurance 

Here’s a couple of (hopefully) handy hints, first re cars.  I’d 

been using Forge Garage for many years, so it was quite a shock 

when the Taylors decided to stop trading.  My car almost 

immediately decided it needed some attention (typical!), so I 

started checking for an alternative; I had heard enough poor 

reports of some Abingdon firms to be wary of using them.  I then 

had a glowing reference for the garage in Grove, and recently had 

a successful couple of repairs at what I’m told is a better price than 

many.  They are Grove Car Sales, on 01235 763534.  Sure, Grove 

is 15 minutes by car, but a garage you can trust is worth a bit of 

effort! 

Second, re insurance.  Several years ago, we researched and 

obtained better insurance for the village hall, cover at least as 

good, and distinctly cheaper.  The brokers have pointed out that 

they can do most types of insurance, small businesses and traders, 

charities, household (inc ‘non-standard’ & ‘high net worth’), etc 

(but not cars!).  Why not check them out, just in case they can 

find, as they did for the hall, suitable cover at a better price?  

See their website, http://www.norrisandfisher.com/ or call 023 

8026 9009. 

Tony Holmes 

Dear Editor, 

My grandson Samuel Pearce has dyed his hair purple as a 

gesture to raise money for a Cancer charity.  He is 15 and works in 

Masons on Saturday morning, he attends U.T.C in Didcot.  If you 

feel able he would appreciate any donation however small either to 

him or his dad, Dave Pearce or his mum Cath Pearce, who also 

works in Masons.  He has collected well over £100 already in a 

week.  His page is 'Sam Pearce's Just Giving Page'.  Thanks. 

Ann Webb 

 
 

 

Qualified. Experienced. Reliable. 

Matt: 07841677921 
thebrightspark.info@gmail.com 

: the bright spark electrical services 

 

 

6 The Square, Abingdon OX14 5AR 
(by War Memorial) 

Your local Art and Antiques shop selling 
modern and traditional watercolours and oil 
paintings, limited edition prints, antiques, 
collectables and loads of quirky stuff! 

Opening times Weds to Sat 10.30 to 4 pm 

 

Town Furlong 

Cattery 
Kingston Road, Frilford 

01865 391864 

www.townfurlong.co.uk 
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YOUR LETTERS CONTINUED 

Dear Editor, 

I would like to thank everyone for buying my quizzes in aid of 

the PACE Centre.  Our village with the help of Steventon village 

raised, wait for it, just over £1000 for PACE.  This is for the two 

quizzes, "Cars" and "Ironmongery".  They are ongoing until 

September for "Cars" and February 2017 for "Ironmongery". 

I can rest now and thank you ALL so much. 

The grand total for all the quizzes, sales, parties, concerts, 

raffles, golf tournaments etc is now £23,255. 

We have so many people to thank for this but especially 

Rosemary Barlow and Drayton Wives who have been so 

supportive. 

Natasha, now seventeen still rings us for one hour every day and 

over the phone we play "I Spy", sing nursery rhymes, count, add 

and take away numbers, count as I walk up the stairs and make 

music on the metal ladder in the garage. 

She loves her new electric chair, she can turn on the spot and 

drives carefully choosing the way on footpaths.  The chair is very 

heavy and we have all had our toes run over! 

She has been very chesty this year and has had several 

convulsions but she loves school. 

She is funny, jokes and is loving and concerned about us. 

Thank you again.  God bless. 

Judy and Derek Henman 

Dear Editor, 

PACE 

Judy and Derek Henman have been key supporters in many 

ways for PACE over the past ten years.  With fundraising through 

quizzes in the local area, tea parties, collection pots.  Whatever 

ideas they have, they go above and beyond to make it possible, 

resulting in some fantastic results. 

This letter is to send a huge thank you to both Judy and Derek 

for their support of PACE, having once had their granddaughter 

Natasha, whom is now seventeen, attend Pace, giving her a more 

independent future, they joined the PACE community and 

continue to sing praise for PACE and believe in the work we are 

producing with children with motor disorders.  We would love for 

them to receive a special mention in their local area as they would 

be considered as valuable role models to the next generation of 

fundraising, community spirit and involvement. 

The support from our volunteers and local community allows 

PACE to achieve some fantastic things.  Without volunteers like 

Judy and Derek raising £23,000 over the past ten years, PACE 

would not be where it is today, we are so grateful.  If you require 

any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me using 

the details below. 

Leah Lewis, Community Fundraiser, 

Leah.lewis@thepacecentre.org, 01296 616974. 

Judy, Derek and Natasha enjoy a joke 

NOTICE BOARD 
The Earth Trust is organising outdoor activities during August: 

Sling Walk 

Monday 1st August, 10am-11.30am 

Wildlife Wednesday at Mowbray Fields 

Wednesday 3rd August, 2pm-4pm 

Clumps Club 

Thursday 4th and Friday 5
th
 August, 9am-5pm 

Pond Dipping 

Sunday 7th August, 10am-2pm 

Woodland Adventure 

Wednesday 10th August, 10am-12pm 

Discover and Play 

Friday 12th August, 10am-12pm 

Meteor Shower Walk 

Friday 12th August, 9pm-11pm 

Sling Walk 

Monday 15th August, 10am-11.30am 

Wildlife Wednesday at Wallingford Castle Meadows 

Wednesday 17th August, 2pm-4pm 

Woodland Adventure 

Wednesday 24th August, 10am-12pm 

Family Bushcraft 

Friday 26th August, 10am-4pm 

Details from: Lucy Benyon, Office No.: 01865 407792 

lucy.benyon@earthtrust.org.uk,  www.earthtrust.org.uk 

Police Warnings and Alerts 

Between 2pm on Sunday (3/7) and 9.45am on Monday (4/7) 

offender(s) stole a trailer with a ride on lawnmower on top from a 

driveway in Milton Road, Sutton Courtenay.  If you have seen any 

suspicious looking people or vehicles in the area or have any 

information relating to this message please call the Police via the 

24 hour non-emergency telephone number 101. 

Individuals are exposed to travel booking frauds.  When paying 

upfront for a family holiday or simply booking a flight, payments 

are transferred only to discover that the holiday / airline ticket does 

not exist and was sold to you by a bogus travel company.  

Whenever possible, pay for your holiday by credit card and  

remember to look for the ‘https’ and locked padlock icon in the 

address bar before entering your payment details.  
Online shopping websites are being utilised by fraudsters to 

advertise vehicles for sale which do not exist.  After agreeing to 

purchase the vehicle with the fraudsters, buyers then receive 

emails purporting to be from Amazon Payments stating that their 

money will be held in an ‘escrow account’ (a bank account held by 

a third party, used as a temporary holding account.  In reality these 

emails are fraudulent and do not come from Amazon.  The bank 

accounts are controlled by fraudsters. 

If you have been affected by this, or any other scam, report it to 

Action Fraud by calling 0300 123 2040, or visiting 

www.actionfraud.police.uk 
 

A Heron anticipates breakfast at the Sutton Wick Pond 

Photo by Roger Lucas 

wlmailhtml:%7bEDDE35CB-BFD2-47D6-9F65-E5DF98C0209E%7dmid:/00000074/lucy.benyon@earthtrust.org.uk
http://www.earthtrust.org.uk/
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
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DRAYTON DIARY 
 

DIARY FOR AUGUST 
All events held in Drayton Hall unless otherwise stated  

To book Drayton Hall  call Tony Holmes on  (01235)  531180  or visit the 

hall  website :-  www.draytonvh.co.uk 

Mon 1st  11am Seniors’ (gentle) yoga (Mons to 22nd) 

Sat 6th  12.30 Private function (child’s party) 

Sat 13th   5pm Private function (party) 

Sun 14th  2pm Private function (child’s party) 

Fri 19th Hall floor revamp (whole weekend) 

Sat 27th   5pm Private function (party) 

Tues 30th  11.30am Drayton Wives (not usual Weds) 

 

 

HAVE YOU TRIED OUR FREE RANGE EGGS? 
SUTTON COURTENAY 

MILTON 

DRAYTON 

STEVENTON 

BROOK FARM 

Brook Farm, Milton Road 

OPENING HOURS  
Mon to Sat - 9.00am to 1.00pm   Except Friday 9.00am to 6.00pm 

FREE RANGE EGGS,  & POTATOES (if available 
 

 

 
 

     Drayton Post Office 
         Mon - Fri 9 - 5.30    Sat 9 – 12.30 

& CONVENIENCE STORE 
Open All Week 8 am – 10 pm 

9, The Green, Drayton, OX14 4JA 
01235 531359 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you considered support work? 

Fantastic career opportunities offering: 
 Flexible working hours 

 Paid travel time & mileage 

 Competitive rates of pay 

 Paid training 

 Driving licence preferred 

Across Abingdon and surrounding towns and villages 

T: 01235 848822 E: Katie@homehelperscare.co.uk 
www.homehelperscare.co.uk 

 

 

Creative Catering 

Westbrook Street, Blewbury 
Flexible and affordable catering for all your catering 
needs, including Weddings, Parties, Pig Roasts, Buffets, 

Funerals, Canapé Receptions and Business Lunches. 
SHORT NOTICE BOOKINGS WELCOME 

15 Years Experience 
For more information or menus please phone 

01235 850342 or 07743368373 

http://www.creative-caterer.co.uk 

REGULARLY OCCURRING EVENTS 
Weekly in Drayton Hall unless stated otherwise  

NB  PLEASE – if an entry is wrong – tell one of the editors (page 2) 

MONDAYS  

 8.45 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 

 1.15 pm Baby sign-language classes (1 hr – 07927 339102) 

 2.00 pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours) 

 6.00 pm ‘Bounce Fit’ (1hr - Sophie 07791 778388)  

 7.15 pm Drayton Wives Whist (3rd Monday)  Caudwell DC 

 7.00 pm Table Tennis (Coaching, one hour) School 

 7.30 pm Badminton (Private Group) 

 7.45 pm Bell-ringing (for 1½ hours) St Peter’s  

   8.00 pm Table Tennis (Social Play, one hour) School 

TUESDAYS 

 8.45 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 

 1.45 pm  Drayton Art Group (until 4 pm) Caudwell Day Centre 

 2.20 pm  Mobile Library  (Fortnightly, for 20 min) The Green 

 2.30 pm First Tuesday Connections (1st Tuesday) Church Room 

 5.45 pm Zumba Fitness (Kelly)  

 7.00 pm League Table Tennis (three hours) School 

 8.00 pm ‘Clubbercise’ (Hannah – 07811 209242 )  

WEDNESDAYS 

 8.45 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 

 10.00 am Pebbles (Baby, Toddler, Carer gp – p4)   Church Room  

 2.00 pm  Drayton Wives (Last Wednesday in the month) 

 2.15 pm  Badminton 

 6.00 pm  Brownies  

 7.00  pm League  Table Tennis  (three hours) School 

 7.00 pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours) 

 7.30 pm  Bingo Session Caudwell Day Centre 

THURSDAYS 

 8.45 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     School Ground Bldg 

 9.00 am Foot Clinic (1st Thurs) Caudwell Day Centre 

 9.15 am Holy Communion St Peter’s Lady Chapel 

 9.30 am  Parent & Toddler Group (NB  Term-time ONLY) 

  2.00 pm  Short Mat Bowling Club Session (for 3 hours) 

   2.00 pm  Wives’ Whist (Mthly – 2nd Thurs) Caudwell DC 

 5.00 pm Rainbows (girls 5 to 7 years, call Mary 832077) 

 7.00  pm League  Table Tennis  (three hours) School 

 7.30 pm  Women’s Institute Meeting (2nd Thurs) Caudwell DC 

  7.30 pm  Sequence Dancing (Brian - 01235 531701) 

FRIDAYS 

 8.45 am Pre-School Playgroup (in Term)     Sch’l Ground Bldg 

 11.00 am The Friday Club (fortnightly) 202466  CaudwellDay Centre 

 7.00 pm Whist Drive (ACHLoFriends)  Caudwell Day Centre 

SUNDAYS  

 8.00 am  Holy Communion  St Peter’s 

 10.00 am  Sung Eucharist (Family Service 2nd Sunday) St Peter’s 

 3.00 pm  Baptist ‘Family Time’ (1st Sun) Drayton School 

 6.00 pm  Evening Service Baptist Church 

 7.00 pm Zumba Fitness (Gemma) 
 

 

MISSED OUT ON YOUR CHRONICLE? 
If by any chance your Area Agent is unable to deliver your 

Chronicle one month you can collect a copy from Vickery's 

shop in the week after normal delivery time.  Lawrence has 

very kindly agreed to keep a small stock for us each month. 
 
 

DISCLAIMER:  This Journal is published in good faith and 

great care is taken in its compilation. The organisers of the 

DRAYTON CHRONICLE, and its Agents, therefore accept no 

responsibility for OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for the validity of 

any ADVERTISEMENT, nor for any EFFECTS ARISING 

WHATSOEVER from the publication. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Printed by MAYFIELD PRESS, Oxford. 

 


