canalcomment

17b Park Crescent  Abingdon  Oxon  OX14 1DF  01235 522136
10 March 2005

Mr Simon Osborn,

Vale of White Horse District Council 

Abbey House

ABINGDON OX14 3JE

Dear Mr Osborn

Vale of White Horse Local Plan 2011 

As discussed with one of your officers about 3 weeks ago I am adding a written submission on one aspect.   I am emailing the text and an additional hard copy will accompany the map.

Comments by John Killick concerning proposals concerning the old canal (150/1/VALEPL/DEP01/9 and 150/9/L14/O). 

I do not wish to oppose the reconstruction of the old canal per se, nor to its proposed extension across Oday Hill, though the latter does seem very ambitious.

But I do have worries about the reconstruction of the canal along its exact original route.   In the many decades since it was abandoned the canal has become the best tree habitat in Drayton parish (and also further west, though my studies did not cover this).   In an intensively farmed area it is also the only linear habitat for wildlife.

In the only area which canal activists cleared, for 200 m west of the old Drayton lock, many trees and shrubs were cut and burnt, and the wildlife value suffered.   The environmental loss would be far greater if the canal were to be traversed by motorized boats.

My plea is therefore that any reconstruction of the canal should proceed parallel to the existing line, outside the tree area.
The map and the following text are extracted from the Drayton Parish Nature Conservation Plan which I exhibited in Drayton Village Hall in March 2003.   Nobody objected to anything cited below.   I have highlighted some of the relevant parts in bold.

Extracts from the Drayton Parish Nature Conservation Plan

In 1995 I undertook a survey of hedges in Drayton parish along the lines proposed by the Council for the Preservation of Rural England.    It took me until 2003 to assess over 400 lengths of hedge.  

I gave each hedge a “value” in terms of its volume and the amount of habitat it provides, on a scale of 1-7.

0 Hedge totally lost. (or with a few scattered shrubs)

1. No more than a fence or ditch (or with a few scattered shrubs)

2. A trim, managed farm hedge usually 1-2 m high

3. Unmanaged, taller, typically 3 m often with gaps

4. Unmanaged, tall, typically 5 m with few or no gaps

5. Rich in trees, much of it 10 m or more

6. Species-rich, consistently 5 or more per 30 m stretch, likely to be old

7. Hedge forming part of a big wildlife habitat e.g. Drayton Copse or the old canal. 

Our commonest big willow is crack-willow of which there are fine examples attaining 15 m or more; many are 100 years old and some of the trees in the 1875 map must surely be these.   The banks of the Ock, the Drayton mill ditch, the former canal and many ditches provide good opportunities for it.

The hedges of the far northwest

Of 34 hedges (total 9555 m) in the far NW of the parish, 43% are of higher values; the old canal has in places been filled in but along some parts of it are up to four rows containing substantial trees; these and a pheasant-rearing spinney comprise the best habitats.

The hedges of the near northwest

45 hedges (16,860 m) lie in the near NW of the parish.   The old canal, here treated as 4 parallel hedges (24% of the 16,860 m), provides a massive tree feature and a valuable linear habitat. 

The hedges of the far southwest

[There are] 43 hedges in the far SW of the parish.   There is much historical interest and much of it under the name of Hulgrove Meadow belonged to Sutton Courtenay parish as recently as 1875.  A very interesting former parish boundary follows hedges 88 and 88a near Drayton canal.   This area not only has some of the richest features in the parish, including tree-rich 1080 m of the old canal, but also the highest proportion of lost hedges.

