Drayton

Some notes on Drayton

Geology

The solid geology of Drayton parish is almost entirely clay, Gault clay to the south and Kimmeridge clay to the north.   This makes for heavy soils that drain badly, hence the proposal to build a reservoir here.   Normally a layer of Greensand separates them, giving lighter, sandy, well-drained soils as at Steventon, but it hardly outcops at all in Drayton.

But overlying it in the East-central part of the parish, a series of river gravels have been laid down, giving more workable soils.   It was on these that the village developed.   

We thus have a parish divided in two two parts of very different character.   The village itself is relatively high up, with long views to the Vale and Chilterns.   The rest, especially to the west, is low lying, with numerous ditches and liable to flooding.

Maps and History

Drayton is a classic example of what in Oliver Rackham’s “History of the Countryside” he calls Planned Countryside.   In other words most of it results from the Enclosures of the 18th-19th century; most (all?) of the awards being made around 1811.

The history can be traced from the maps.   First, but not very accurate, that of 1761.   Next, the enclosure award of 1811 has dreadful calligraphy and North isn’t at the top, but, as a legal document,  it had to be accurate and many present-day hedges and fields can be identified from it.

Then that of 1830, accurately drawn so that many existing bridleways, ditches and streams and by inference many hedges can be identified from it; don’t be deceived by the railway, built in 1840 and added to later editions of the map.    This is the one shown in Rackham’s book.

Then that of 1875 (1883 in the far west), a very accurate map with the added advantage of showing individual trees.     This corresponds so well with the modern maps that after matching the scales I was able to overlay it on modern maps and identify the many hedges that date from 1875.   The current hedge survey takes account of all hedges known to me from maps of 1875 to the present, but the maps I have had specially drawn omit most of the hedges present in 1875 but already lost by 1960.  

