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The elms in Drayton parish

The arrival of the Dutch Elm Disease in the late 70s destroyed the fine trees like those painted by Constable and enjoyed for generations; also, the leaves used to be fed to cattle.

But you would be wrong to think they have disappeared; the many red dots on the map show where they are surviving.   Probably they are all diseased; the fungus responsible for the damage blocks the water-conducting vessels so that in dry weather the tallest trees fail.   But in well maintained hedges (see photos of hedge 210 near East Way for example) the elms are kept short and most of them survive.

I believe these elms to be an asset worth conserving.   With proper maintainance they make a perfectly good hedge, quite different from most of them.   Should a cure ever be found for the disease, they could be a springboard for getting our elms back.   And even the dead ones make good habitats for winter fungus and a variety of mini-beasts.

The map documents the distribution of elms in Drayton parish.   Most are close to the village and Sutton Wick, plus a lot to the east towards Gipsy Lane and southwards to East Way.   The next biggest cluster is near the old canal lock; this area used to be an outlier of Sutton Courtenay parish (Hulgrove meadow) and some of the elm-rich hedges were on its parish boundary.    There are also good elms near Stonehills and a sprinkling along several main thoroughfares.

But in large more distant areas, especially west of the A34, there are almost no elms at all.  

