Plants

The plants of Drayton

I have compiled two lists of Drayton’s plants, recorded in the 2 x 2 km. squares usually used in modern county Floras, including the 1998 Flora of Oxfordshire.

Pictures and details of some of them are displayed using cuttings from the Oxford Times between 1998 and 2003.   Some of Drayton’s more unusual flowers have not yet figured in this, and will be shown as slides on request.

Some of Drayton’s more unusual flowers include:

Old walls in Church Street and High Street support a variety of mosses, ferns (polypody, wall-rue, rustyback), whitlow-grass, stonecrops.

The churchyard is good for spring flowers just now. 

Ragged-robin turned up in an arable field west of Drayton Copse and the uncommon narrow-leaved water-plantain in a muddy track near the site of the old swing bridge, both in 1992.

The native black poplar, and female trees of the grey poplar.

Vervain, related to the garden Verbenas, used to be in the front garden of Drayton Mill

Fiddle Dock, an unusual low-growing dock used to grow on the Millennium Green when it was used by horses, which helped it by scuffing the grass.

Wild Clary, related to the herb, grows in the grass in a few places in High Street.

Arrow-head grows in the River Ock just under the A34.

Round-fruited Rush grows in the angling lake below Oday Hill.

