
DRAYTON 2020 – Work and Play group 
 
Meeting held: Thursday 18th November at 53 Sutton Wick Lane from 7.30 to 9pm 
 
Present:  Oenone Grant 
                Richard Williams 
      Bette Hamilton 
 
One couple who had signed up for the group emailed to say that personal 
circumstances now precluded their involvement this year. 
Another person failed to reply to email and a second email bounced- to be followed 
up with a note through the door! 
 
We had been asked to consider suitable sites for housing, along with all other 
groups.  We thought that the Manor Farm site was the most suitable, followed by 
those sites to the south of the village.  We noted that there were previously light 
industrial sites in the village which might also be suitable. 
 
We were against the allotment site, as being too close to the graveyard, which might 
require expansion in the future.  We also thought that sites close to the A34 were 
unsuitable for housing because of the noise factor (although they might be suitable 
for other types of development or recreational use). 
 
As far as Work and Play was concerned, we favoured an additional playground, 
perhaps further north in the village.  It was noted that the Millenium Green is unable 
to have fixed sports facilities such as football pitches, because of the terms on which 
the original lottery grant was awarded.  It is uncertain whether fixed playground 
facilities would also fall foul of the conditions.  The Millenium Green Trust needs to 
be consulted.  Alternatively, if the Manor Farm site was developed, room for a 
playground might be found.  An extra football pitch would be desirable- we thought 
the A34 site or south of the Forge garage might be suitable. 
There was also a perceived need for a coffee shop/ community centre centrally 
located.  This had been mentioned several times in the yellow stickers attached to 
maps at the general meeting held on 7th September.  It was felt that the centre of the 
village cannot be artificially moved and is clearly where the main roads meet.  Any 
new businesses such as a coffee shop would need to be on a main road to attract 
passing trade, if they were to be viable without subsidy. 
 
It was felt there was no point in arranging another meeting at this stage without 
further members. 


