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CHRONICLE INFORMATION
The next Drayton Chronicle will be the October 2021
issue edited by: Tony Holmes, 53 Whitehorns Way
(531180).

Issue for [ Deadline for contributions: | |ssue date:
October Friday 10th Sept - Adverts Friday
2021 Monday 13th Sept for 25th
contributions September

Archive copies of the Chronicle are available on the
Drayton website: www.draytonvillage.co.uk The cur-
rent copy will be available on or near the same date
that printed copies are distributed.

NOTES for CONTRIBUTORS
Contributions to and advertisements in the Chroni-
cle are most welcome. Please be sure always to in-
clude your name, address and (in case clarification is
necessary) telephone number. Without names we will
usually not print an item at all.

However, please also note that the editor has to en-
sure that each Chronicle fits exactly into an even
number of printed pages. The editor therefore re-
serves the right to place, edit, shorten or even reject
contributions as required.

A contribution or advertising request can be sent to
us in one of three ways:

The best is by email to editor@draytonchronicle.net
Your contributions should either be embedded in your

email as plain text or attached as a rich-text or Mi-
crosoft Word document!

Requests for advertisements should be emailed not to
the editor but to advertising@draytonchronicle.net
Please note that advertisements eventually need to be
in Word format, 9cms wide and, for a single block ad-
vert, about 4.5cms high. Please head your email and
label any attachments with a name distinctive to you,
not just ‘Chronicle’. Also, make sure the editor or ad-
vertising manager acknowledges your email within 2
or 3 days.

If you cannot send your contribution by email, send
us a good quality paper version, using fairly large,
simple black typescript, without underlining on white
paper, A4 or smaller.

Finally, we do accept hand-written items. However,
in this case please write the names of people and
places in capital letters. This does save a lot of mis-
takes.

Paper contributions should be either placed in the
Chronicle letter box (outside Vickery's shop on Dray-
ton Green) or posted to Vickery’s at 5 The Green,
Drayton, Abingdon, 0X14 4JA.

After the deadlines listed at the top of this page, only
urgent items will be considered for inclusion and then
only if emailed or delivered directly to the Editor’s
house by the Wednesday following the deadlines.

Charge for a single Block Advert  (about 9cms x 4.5cms)

- - - - Number of Inserts - - - -
Advertiser Category: 1 3 6 12
Drayton Resident £6.00 £16.00 £31.00 £60.00
Non-Drayton Resident  £7.00 £19.00 £37.00 £72.00
Double-size adverts are charged at twice the above rates.

All advertising MUST be paid for up-front, either in cash or via a
cheque made payable to ‘The Drayton Chronicle’ and placed in
the box at or sent to Vickery's.

Requests for advertisements should (preferably) be emailed to
Stephen Fearnley, the Chronicle’s Advertising Manager, at ad-
vertising@draytonchronicle.net or placed in the box at Vick-
ery's. If you wish to discuss your requirements, please phone
Stephen on 01235 531347

FIRST TUESDAY CONNECTIONS

Are you feeling lonely, isolated or in need of
some friendly company? Now, in these COVID
affected times, the USUAL monthly tea and chat
afternoons have had to be suspended, BUT the
‘support group’ aspect is continuing, by phone,
with a volunteers rota calling round, at least once
per week.

If you'd like a chat, with a friendly sympathetic
voice, please call me (Jean Hager) on 531558.

:, SP COURIER SERVICES

‘MOVING ASSISTANCE’

House - Flat — Apartments — Office
FURNITURE MOVED / TRANSPORTED
Ebay COLLECTIONS - DELIVERIES
Tel 07721 679487 & 01235 524589

HAVE YOUTRIED OUR ~ FREE RANGE EGGS?

DRAYTON SUTTON|COURTENAY

BROOK FARM

Brook Farm, Milton Road
OX14 4EZ
OPENING HOURS
Mon to Sat - 9.00am to 1.00pm Except Friday 9.00am to 6.00pm
IFREE RANGE EGGS, & POTATOLS (if available)

STEVENTON MILTON

®solopress

9 Stock Rd, Southend-on-Sea SS2 5QF

THE BRIGHT
S P AR K

ELECTRICAL SERVICES



https://www.solopress.com/

ST PETER’S CHURCH, DRAYTON
part of the DAMASCUS Parish

www.damascusparish.org.uk

Rector Revd Helen Kendrick 01235 848297
Associate Priest Revd Meg Heywood 01235 537100

Associate Priest Revd Rosie Bruce 07707 087131
Pro-Warden Mrs Linda Johnson 01235527521
Pro-Warden Mrs Val Cross 01235 535183
REGULAR SERVICES

We are very pleased that public worship can take place
following guidelines from the Government and the Diocese
of Oxford.
Sunday 8.00 am
month only.

Holy Communion on 2" Sunday of the

Sunday 9.45 am Holy Communion (CW) ), except 4"
Sunday when a non-Eucharist Morning Praise is held.

Thursday morning service

The service will now start at 9:45 a.m. on the 1st and 3rd
Thursdays will be a Holy Communion service with the 2nd
and 4th Thursday given to Celtic Morning prayer.

For everyone’s safety, once in the building we will all be
expected to wear masks (unless exempt) and sanitise our
hands and remain socially distant from those who are not
in our bubble. We now have the joy of being able to sing.

We look forward to welcoming you.

You can continue to listen to ‘Sunday Worship’ on Radio 4
at 8.10am. Also watch Songs of Praise, (usually BBC1 at
1.15pm, but just check for times!). There is also the Church
of England free phone line, ‘Daily Hope’ 0800 804 8044,
offering a selection of prayers, hymns, songs and reflec-
tions.

Please let us know if you are self-isolating and need help of
any kind, so that prayer and practical support can be
offered in a safe way.

PARISH REGISTER

Baptisms
25th July - Rose Evelyn Mary Ellis

1°** August — Louie Loe Watts

1°** August - Olivia Mary Edge

Funeral
27" July - Brian Dore

YOU STAY WE PRAY, JUNE 2021

29" Aug — 4™ Sept  Binning Close; Haywards Road
5" 11" Sept Sutton Wick Lane; Greenacres;
Newman Lane; Conifer Drive
12"-18" Sept Hilliat Fields; Lyford Close
19" -25™ Sept Manor Close; The Green
26" Sept- 2"0ct High Street; Chiers Drive; Cheers
Farm; Halls Close

Brolly days

Morning Praise services with a difference!

The alternative to going away!
All Welcome!

Sept 19" St Peter’s goes to
the Caribbean

We look forward to seeing
you

PEBBLES

If you have a baby or tod-
dler, you would be so wel-
come to join ‘Pebbles’. We
will meet again, on a Wednesday morning from 10.00-
11.30a.m. starting on September 8". Please email:
suedraytonpebbles@outlook.com for more infor-
mation. Look forward to seeing you!

DRAYTON ANTIQUE
COLLECTORS & VINTAGE
FAIR
Drayton Village Hall
Lockway
Drayton, Oxon
0X144LG
DATES FOR 2021

Sunday 5th September
No fair October

Sunday 7th November
Sunday 5th December

FREE ENTRANCE AND HOT DRINK
by showing the advert at the door

9:00am - 3:00pm

Art

Militaria ENTRY 50p Disabled access
Coins & Stamps Ample parking
Silver Cafe
Jewellery Free wifi
Porcelain Contact: Jackie 07488549026

Suzy Willis & Associates
MCSP HCPC AACP

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPISTS
Old Lodge, Henleys Lane, Drayton,

0X14 4HU
Tel: 01235 531269

Please call for a face to face or remote
consultation



http://www.damascusparish.org.uk
mailto:suedraytonpebbles@outlook.com

Letters to the Editor...

Dear Editor,

We are organising a history of Steventon ex-
hibition for the 10th October. Do any Drayton
residents have any old photographs, newspa-
per cuttings etc. that we could borrow. Of
particular interest would be old parish maga-
zines covering Steventon & Drayton from the
19th century.

Please contact: Dick Bosley Terl: 01235
835591 or rbosley@talktalk.net

Dear Maurice (Editor)

A very warm welcome to Tim & Nicky and their
three boys, Hugo, Louis & Jamie who have moved
into Church Lane from Long Wittenham.

Many thanks
Susan Brooks Agent 10

The Arts Society, Abingdon

The committee of the Arts Society in Abingdon
has in the past supported art projects for young
people, for example ‘Clear Sky’ which provides
play and creative arts therapy. The Arts Society
recently decided they would like to support anoth-
er local project. Leaders of the Damascus youth
project have planned art activities for its young
members which they hope will occupy and en-
thuse them through the summer holidays, one of
the main activities being photography.

In order to provide support a member of the Arts
Society committee who is also a Drayton resident,
Pervin Shahin, generously offered to open her
beautiful garden to the Society’s members on two
afternoons in August.

On both occasions the sun shone and the weath-
er was perfect. The garden is glorious, intriguingly
designed and ablaze with colour. Society members
provided quantities of delicious cakes and Pervin
and her husband, Lark, provided tea from their
enormous decorative teapot and array of exotic
tea-cups.

A Damascus team leader, Roxy Elford, talked
about the holiday project and how they were plan-
ning various art activities and photographic tuition
for their members, some of whom have lives that
are not always easy and who are needing support.
A main need will be the supply of cameras for
those without one.

Chairs were arranged on the lawn as if in a small
concert hall and the audience relaxed in the sun-
shine while Pervin, a superb professional harpist,
and two of her pupils entertained us with a lovely
surprise, a trio of harp music.

What better way to spend a summer’s afternoon
than enjoying afternoon tea, socialising with
friends, and relaxing to the sound of the exquisite

harp?

To crown it all £954 was raised over two days, of
which £600 will go towards the inspiring work that
the Damascus team do with local young people.

Many thanks are due to Pervin and Lark and
good wishes to Roxy and the Damascus team.

Jenny Pooley




The Abingdon DAMASCUS Youth Project

Registered Charity 1098966

Youth & Community Acting Together

So, summer has been and gone in what feels like
a blink of an eye! The team were super busy sup-
porting young people from across all the DAMAS-
CUS Parish’s and it was great to see some young
people being active and moving between villages
to attend more than one of our sessions.

Summer is all about having some fun for us, so
we hope those that came along to our sessions
had fun! Under the gazebo we had some very
deep and thought-provoking chats around cul-
tural appropriation lead by one of our Youth Am-
bassadors as well as the usual fun quizzes and
silly games to make us laugh. Football seems to
be a winner when given a choice of sports — Dray-
ton has some top strikers in the making! With Au-
tumn and Winter approaching please keep an eye
on our social media accounts for updates regard-
ing the session as we may be inside more often!

The team put together a sugar and healthier al-
ternatives workshop where we made flapjacks,
looked at the sugar level in energy drinks and
tasted new and different foods - | think it’s fair to
say not everybody enjoyed some of the flavours,
followed by some fun games looking at recipes
that can be made with left over ingredients! We
were joined on this occasion by Niki from the
Mental Wealth Academy who also helped us to
understand the link between a healthy balanced
diet and how we feel, this was super interesting!

Dear Editor, Drayton Chronicle

In the light of the safety concerns of Thames Valley police
regarding the design of the Village Entry signs, | was wondering
if there had been any health and safety evaluation of the pro-
posed Walnuts on the Village Green.

It would seem that they are of a size that could pose a serious
‘tripping hazard’. Itis not difficult to imagine that they could
result in various broken bones or teeth, if folks were to trip
over them on their way to the shop or bus stop, especially in
the dusk or at night. Who would be liable for paying out com-
pensation?

That is apart from potential damage to car doors, if a driver
were to inadvertently open their door while parked 50cm away
from one of the stones.

But as cars have become anathema in these present times,
that would probably not be too much cause for concern, even
though most people who park at the Green are there to sup-
port local businesses.

As to a lot of shrubs dotted about, that is going to look very
messy!

Why don’t we just take the kerbstones back 50+ cm, to allow
room for safer parking on the road, and put the walnuts on the
Millenium Green as an art installation, underneath the walnut
trees?

Yours faithfully
Doreen Bourne

Good evening (editor@draytonchronicle.net)

Regarding your recent article regarding the outdoor gym
equipment being a good option for Drayton.

My daughter has been walking to Steventon and using
the equipment 3/4 times a week since it’s been installed.

Each machine has clear instructions on how to use it .
She has said it’s very popular and a wide range of age
groups use the equipment.

It’s a great way to meet new people and get fit and
healthy at the same time.

We feel it would be a great asset to Drayton and the com-
munity. So it’s a yes from us - please bring an outdoor gym
to Drayton !

Kind regards
Michelle (Steventon Road)

PERSONAL TRAINER ~ SPORTS THERAPIST

r—'ﬂ Private home studio located in Drayton

TRAINING

AND THERAPRY

||- - 1-2-1 and small group sessions
- Deep tissue massage
- Injury rehabilitation

07500870638
Over 10 years experience  tara_kafke@hotmail.co.uk

v

A. GIBBARD

HIGH QUALITY INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
PAINTING AND DECORATING

TEL: 01235 528342 MoBILE 07759 842388

k 78 STEVENTON RoAD, DRAYTON _j




I will be retiring from Neighbourhood Watch as Area
Co-ordinator for Appleford, Drayton and Sutton Courte-
nay at the end of August and unfortunately, at the time
of writing in mid-August, | have been unable to find a
replacement.

Neighbourhood Watch members receive Neighbour-
hood Alerts from their Co-ordinators, which provide
important information and updates about fraud, scams,
local crime etc. However, anyone can register to receive
these Alerts direct to their email inbox. Visit Thames
Valley Alert at https://www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk/,
and click on the ‘join’ button.

If you'd like to find out if there’s a Neighbourhood
Watch scheme in your area, visit the Neighbourhood
Watch website, and use your postcode to search for de-
tails, at https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/.

Many thanks for your support over the years.

Bridget Haffenden

K. L. YATES BUILDERS

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING SERVICES

Extensions and Alterations
Property Maintenance
Kitchens and Bathrooms MASTER

. BUILDERS
Carpentry and Tiling fmborg.uk

Call RICHARD for an estimate on
01235 531275 or mobile 07788 738248

The Abingdon DAMASCUS Youth Project

Registered Charily 1098966

Youth & Community Acting Together

EMPLOYER: The Abingdon DAMASCUS Youth
Project (Registered Charity 1098966)

We believe in developing inclusive communities in which
young people have opportunities to be significant
contributors. An important part of this vision is recruiting
young leaders who have the passion to make a positive
difference to younger people and their communities and
aspirations to be youth workers. Subject to funding (31¢
August expected confirmation date) we are setting up two
opportunities for young people aged 16 to 19 to train with
us. Previous volunteering experience in youth and
community work is essential. Both opportunities will
involve supported street work. However, one will focus on
the use of sports (particularly football) as a tool. The
other is to assist in developing our social media content.
If you are interested in youthwork as a career do get in
touch with us.

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the
welfare of children, young people and vulnerable adults
and we expect all volunteers and staff to share this
commitment and undergo appropriate checks and
training and provide references.

CONTACT: For more information, please contact

rita.atkinson@googlemail.com or
anne.whitehead284@gmail.com.

If you are unable to access the internet, please telephone
01235 848694 or 07846663010

DEADLINES: Wednesday 15th September 2021.
Start Date: 1 October 2021.

DAMASCUS Youth project is also supported, by the
Parish Councils of Drayton, Milton, Sutton Courtenay
and Steventon and Abingdon Town Council

Is now open under New Management
Marco and Simone welcome you to

our garden for food and drink
Please visit our website:
http://www.thewheatsheaf.pub/

to see what is available
Located on the Green, Drayton, OX14 4JA

DANES/MACE STORE

Mon-Sat Sam-8pm - Sun 6am-6pm
FOR ALL YOUR PAPERS, MAGAZINES,
GROCERIES, FROZEN FOODS,

CARDS, OFF LICENCE and
SAVOURY SNACKS.

LINK CASH MACHINE AVAILABLE
LOTTERY TICKETS
In Store Bakery and
Freshly cut sandwiches
MosT MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN
FP Now wITH PAYPOINT )
PayPoint TEL: 01235554813 66
FAx No: 01235 531217



https://www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk/
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/

Some reflections on watching villages

grow.

One of the major concerns of those who sat
down to begin the Drayton Neighbourhood
Development Plan (NDP) nearly 10 years ago
now, was the need for the village to be more
interconnected as this would generate a bet-
ter sense of community. For decades village
planning had been obsessed with all homes
being immediately connected to the main
highways. This led to endless ribbon develop-
ments with people living far apart from one
another. The villages of Drayton, Sutton Cour-
tenay and Appleford have all suffered. The
Drayton NDP has ensured that each of the
three main new developments is well connect-
ed within and also the main highways. There
are now a range of interesting circular walks
all round the village.

The new developments in Sutton Courtenay
are less well connected to each other and the
distances some have to walk to get to village
services are a challenge, particularly to the
elderly. The concerns of residents at one end
of the village are often very different from
those at the other end. Appleford has the
same issues but being a much smaller village,
generating a feeling of community is less of a
challenge.

Marcham is rather different and, in planning
terms is far more compact. Whilst like all fam-
ilies, Marcham is not above disagreeing with
itself, it is not surprising that Marcham gener-
ally has a strong village community feeling.
However, even here there have been issues
within some of the new developments over
some residents resisting planned connecting
roads and paths.

The Drayton experience is that connecting
roads and paths is the secret to generating
functioning communities.

Covid has made it easier for all of us to hide
from each other and to stop meeting and talk-
ing to one another. However, our village com-
munities and their Covid Groups have done a
magnificent job in minimising this damage.
Indeed, our communities are probable better
at caring for each other than ever before. As
we come out of the pandemic, it would be
tragic to slip back behind our front doors.
There are very powerful economic reasons for
encouraging working from home but not at
the expense of community life.

® Drayton Post Office

Mon -Fri9-5.30 Sat9-12.30
& CONVENIENCE STORE
Open All Week 8 am =10 pm

9, The Green, Drayton, OX14 4JA
01235 531359

Holiday news

The long awaited “build out” on Dray-
ton Rd, Sutton Courtenay has now been
agreed and is funded. Various legalities
have to be gone through, but the project
should be fully operational by spring
next year.

The application for Mill Rd Bridge has
been passed and work should begin
shortly. This will restore the pedestrian
path between Drayton and Marcham.

The repainting of all the white lines on
the Milton interchange roundabout will
be done in September.

Appleford continues to fight for an ad-
justment to the new HIF Road. We expect
to be see the formal application very
soon.

In common with many councils across
the country, the national shortage of
HGV drivers, together with the
“pingdemic”, has lead to the temporary
suspension of the Brown Bin service for
the month of August in order to ensure
there is no threat to other waste services.
It is hoped to be able to reinstate the
garden waste collection in early Septem-
ber. In the meantime, residents are
asked to be patient and take their gar-
den waste to the Drayton recycling depot
where possible.

Richard Webber CLLr
Richardwebber?777@gmail.com
01235 534001
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SOFO Museum online talk to reveal Great War sto-

ry of Winnie-the-Pooh illustrator E. H. Shepard.

E. H. Shepard, famous for his Winnie-the-Pooh
and Wind in the Willows illustrations saw service
on the Western Front and in Italy during the Great
War - he was even awarded for gallantry.

An online talk followed by live Q&A session with
speaker James Campbell at 7pm, Tuesday 14" Sep-
tember 2021

Shepard’s Great War sketches and humorous il-
lustrations will feature in the talk throughout.

No ticketing or registration to view, but dona-
tions to support the museum are encouraged.

©The Shepard Trust
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Ernest Shepard is best known for delighting gener-
ations of children with his charming illustrations
for A. A Milne’s Winnie the Pooh and later editions
of Kenneth Grahame’s Wind in the Willows in the
1930s.

Before he found the height of his fame bringing
Pooh, Piglet and Tigger to life, he used his artistic
talent to document his time in the trenches during
the First World War through a series of humorous
caricatures and detailed sketches.




James Campbell explores the life and Great War
experiences of E. H. Shepard in this talk, illustrat-
ed with sketches and drawings from the artist’s
early career as a cartoonist right through his mili-
tary service as an artillery officer on the Western
and Italian Fronts.

Discover how Shepard was recruited by the In-
telligence Corps because of skills, and how he
would be awarded the Military Cross and a men-
tion in dispatches for gallantry in the field.

Like previous online talks hosted by the muse-
um, no pre-registration or digital tickets are
needed to watch the talk - but viewers are en-
couraged to donate to support Oxfordshire’s only
dedicated military museum. Donations allow
SOFO to tell more stories through events like
this, as well as supporting the museum’s work in
preserving and presenting the county’s military
heritage and the history of all those affected by
conflict in the region, soldier or civilian.

SOFO Museum first opened during the summer of
2014, tucked away in the beautiful gardens in the
grounds of The Oxfordshire Museum and Wood-
stock Library, and just on the doorstep of Blenheim
Palace.

More than a local military museum, SOFO is a
museum that everyone can enjoy, from kids to
parents and grandparents. We tell stories of how
conflict has affected the county and its people,
from soldiers serving on the front lines to ordinary
people living on the Home Front.

Battles of the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire
Light Infantry puts you on-board a Horsa Glider as
it prepares to land in Normandy in the early hours
of D-Day 1944, while Secret War explores the
world of spies and espionage and lets you try your
hand at sending and decoding secret messages.

A collection of over 3,500 objects and 7,500 ar-
chive items from two county regiments, the
Queens Own Oxfordshire Hussars (QOOH) and the
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry.
These are our starting point for reflecting on the
county’s rich and diverse military heritage.



Abingdon Reservoir — Latest News from GARD

Despite restrictions, GARD has continued to moni-
tor the activities of the water companies, engage
with local and national stakeholders and provide in-
formed and robust opposition to the proposed res-
ervoir.

As a result of GARD and others’ opposition, the reg-
ulators have required the water companies to un-
dertake research to evaluate the reservoir and alter-
native strategies, before a final recommendation
can be made. Thisis a ‘gated process’ which is when
projects are phased, each phase marked by a ‘gate’
at which reports are provided to decision makers
who then decide on next steps.

Gate One reports are now available for all options,
but, most importantly, the reservoir (now being
called ‘South East Strategic Reservoir Option —
SESRO), London Effluent Reuse and Severn — Thames
Transfer. The reports are, in our view, flawed. Fig-
ures are quoted with almost no justification, there is
no reference to key documents relating to embed-
ded and operational carbon budgets, capital and op-
erational costs, resilience claims and, most crucially,
no reference to recent flooding studies. In all three
reports, the proposal is to advance the projects to
Gate Two. GARD has now submitted a detailed re-
sponse to the Gate One reports. The reports, and our
response, can be read here. http://
www.abingdonreservoir.org.uk/downloads.html

GARD’s response also expresses concerns that the
documents were released in an opaque manner and
without, as far as we know, any notification to local
Oxfordshire organisations who have asked to be
keptinformed throughout the process. This all indi-
cates that OFWAT and RAPID (the umbrella group
that brings the regulators together) are not com-
mitted to a transparent process.

GARD AGM

7.30pm, 15t December at St Michael’s (Church) Hall,
Steventon. We do hope to see you there.

Harnmoncons Housebeeping
‘@ @ % Cleaning

Organising and
tidying,

Laundry

Call hon: 35 539 597

Email : ....... hhhelpsout@gmail.com
Fully insured and DBS checked

10

- Evergones
Welcorne!

»~ COFFEE
MORNING

TTuwsoay th
September

10am—12

STEVENTON VILLAGE HALL

Hosted by

Steverdtore

IN AID OF
SOBELL
HOUSE

One to one grooming for your precious pup
Please call or email to book an appointment

Mohile: 07802 882 962
Email: preciouspupsgrooming2 @gmail.com

Facebook: @preciouspupsdoggroomingdrayton

Based in Drayton, Oxfordshire

Easy access from Abingdon, Didcot and surrounding areas

GOING STIR (RAZY? WE KNOW HOW YOU FEEL. HERE'S SOMETHING TO REALLY CHEER YOU UP!
BRING OUT YOUR INNER ARTIST

¢ Learn impressive new skills

¢ Fun, easy, step-by-step

* 3 hour sessions, morning
or afternoon, for 32 months

‘#Time to get Arty and enjoy
a fun social life again!

¢ Make The Seasons your
favourite day of the week

LEARN TO PAINT AND DRAW
PEOPLE & PLACES

Explore 4 media: Drawing, Painting
with Watercolour, Acrylics, and
0il Pastels. Discover how to paint

faces, figures, beautiful landscapes,
animals, birds, still life and much
more! Learn artists’ secrets needed
to create beautiful pieces of
original art.
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David Johnston MP Member of
Parliament for Wantage (inc:
Didcot, Wallingford & Faring-
don)

Parliament is currently in re-
cess. My last spoken contribu-
. tion, on the last day, was a

-

my website or Facebook page. | tried (within a 3-minute limit

speech on housing and planning
issues which you can watch on

for us all!) to get across why quite several constituents have
concerns ahead of us seeing the proposed legislation later in
the year. Contrary to the impression given by news articles, the
definitive proposals haven’t been published yet, and | am hope-
ful the concerns that | and others are expressing will be fac-
tored into them.

If you listen to some national journalists — of course not es-
teemed Herald/Oxford Mail ones — recess is some sort of long
holiday for MPs. The reality is | am as busy as ever, and | have
filled the days with surgery appointments, meetings with con-
stituents and visits to local organisations given that | can do
them every day, where usually | have to be in London Monday-
Thursday when parliament is sitting.

I’'m back at home in Didcot for most of recess and one of the
best things about this summer compared to last year is all the
events that are taking place across the constituency. I've had a
great time wellie wanging at the Letcombe Fun Day and attend-
ing celebration events like the anniversary for the Driving Miss
Daisy service and the garden party of the Didcot Good Neigh-
bour Scheme, which | recently became a volunteer for.

One event was the fundraising football game at Cholsey Rec-
reation Ground in memory of Charlie Allum, who was a player
and manager for Wallingford Town FC, but sadly lost his battle
against the rare cancer, cholangiocarcinoma, in 2011 — his son
Chris is helping to raise money for the charity AMMF, the only
charity dedicated to this particular disease.

I’'ve spent a few more hours at Harwell’s space cluster, where
there are the largest number of space organisations within
walking distance of one another anywhere in the world and
we’ve welcomed the Vaccines Minister, Nadhim Zahawi.
There’s been table tennis at Richmond Retirement Village and
questions from young people on the National Citizens Service;
plenty of the constituency’s 85 pubs for lunches and chats and
catch-ups with charities such as Sofea.

Besides this, I've written my letter to Alok Sharma, President
of COP26, outlining what came out of my pre-COP26 summit in
July (again, you can read it on my website/Facebook page and
I'll publish his reply) and continued my Opportunity Gap project
with Claire Coutinho — our first report will be on the role of
parents.

So, recess doesn’t involve much rest. But it’s been great fun
so far and its nice to see the local area coming to life again.

As ever, if | can help with anything, do email me via da-
vid.johnston.mp@parliament.uk

Almshouse Trustees needed

If you enjoy meeting, chatting to and helping people,
then you might be just the person we're looking for.

Drayton has six Almshouses (small bungalows) near
to the church which are run as a charity by trustees.
Trustees have overall responsibility to maintain the
bungalows and to oversee the welfare of the residents
who are usually elderly with a connection to Drayton.

Some of our trustees are retiring so we are looking for
new volunteers with fresh ideas and lots of
enthusiasm! You don’t need any particular skills to be
a trustee. Just be reliable and compassionate. People
with treasury or clerical skills would be most welcome.
Your commitments would be to attend four official
meetings a year, to set aside some time once a
fortnight to visit or phone a resident and to enjoy the
fun of a Christmas party/meal with the residents

To find out more pick up the phone or email Camilla
King on 01235 531253 or kingaandb@gmail.com
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Cp‘ mechanics

Family-run
automotive garage

MOTs, servicing, repairs & more

Unit 6, Station Yard, Steventon, Oxan, 0XI3 6RX

Tel - 01235635330
Email - office@povallmechanics.com
Web - www.povallmechanics.com

«General Building & Carpentry

“ «Fencing & Decking ‘ ‘;~
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Brown Bin Suspension—Letter from Andy Cooke

(Councillor)

In a first for quite some time, I’m starting with a non-
coronavirus-topic!

On August 2", following a big drop in the number of driv-
ers from Biffa that reported for duty, the emergency con-
tingency plan for waste collection was put into action, sus-
pending Brown Bin collections in order to ensure the rest
of the waste collection service could continue.

This has caused a lot of very understandable anger, espe-
cially at the poor communications coming out about it
(why couldn’t service users be directly emailed or texted to
tell them what was happening?)

As | posted on the Drayton Families Facebook page, |
asked a few questions and got some answers.

1 - Why was it announced at the last minute (on the
day)?

The answer was that it was an emergency/contingency
decision in response to what happened on the day.

2 — Why did it happen? What happened to all the driv-
ers?

There were four factors which built upon each other.

- Covid has caused a number of drivers to be off self-
isolating and/or ill

- Brexit has reduced the pool of drivers available to all or-
ganisations

- Covid last year prevented HGV drivers tests from occur-
ring and there is a backlog

- Treasury changes to Off Payroll rules (IR35) have meant
that the number of drivers available to all organisations
has further reduced.

These factors aren’t just limited to Biffa or the Vale. The
Road Haulage Association is sounding the alarm on the
entire area of HGV drivers and have alerted Government
that supply chains to supermarkets may be badly disrupt-
ed. | have heard that military drivers may be brought in to
ensure supermarket supply chains continue.

3 — Will we get a rebate? We’ve now missed three collec-
tions in winter and one in summer.

We pay for 20 collections per year but generally receive
28. The additional service we receive isn’t very well high-
lighted; people tend to assume we pay for and receive one
service fortnightly. Should it look like we will receive un-
der 20 collections per year (and no, they won’t rush
around trying to squeeze in several collections at the last
minute!), then they’ll start rebate proceedings.
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As an aside, | think that there has been a failure to high-
light this in the past — | have checked and it is in the terms
and conditions, but not many people tend to read those.
I've recommended that the council highlight that “Whilst
you are paying for 20 collections per year, we normally aim
to collect at least 26 and usually 28; there is no extra charge
for the extra collections.” | think this would go some way to
avoiding anger like this in any future disruptions.

4 — Why were people not contacted directly? Email, text,
phone calls?

There is no system for emailing customers in place. Cus-
tomer services for the bin collections was outsourced a
number of years ago as part of the 5 Councils Partnership
and did not include a Customer Relationship Management
(CRM) system in order to save money. The 5 Councils Part-
nership proved to give worse services than before with min-
imal or no saving on money; it was one thing we (the oppo-
sition at the time) campaigned on. When we took over in
May 2019, we started to insource services to overcome this.
We had to wait for the contract periods to expire (and then
not relet the contract), so Customer Services were in-
sourced on 1 April this year. When they were, it was noted
that what email addresses did exist were full of errors. And,
importantly, the contractor at the time had failed to secure
permission to contact people on those addresses as re-
quired under GDPR. We've been building a new CRM and
starting to source the contact details, but this does take
time.

5 - What's being changed to prevent a recurrence and
when will services resume?

As above, Customer Services have now been insourced
and a CRM is in the process of being brought up. On the
specific issue, Biffa has increased driver wages and is run-
ning a recruitment drive, but the driver’s issue is nation-
wide. Taking on new Garden Waste customers has been
suspended.

Looking at the nationwide picture on drivers, it’s not look-
ing like it will clear until the end of August at the earliest.
The suspension will be for one month, and reviewed at the
end of August.

Every effort is being made to avoid any disruption spread-
ing to other services (food, recycling and rubbish collec-
tions). If driver shortages cause disruptions to extend to
these, please leave your (green, black, and food) bins out
for up to three days and Biffa should come around to catch
up on those.

I’'m sorry that this has happened. Personally, | think that if
a CRM had been available and the details communicated

out better, people would have been less angry.



Coronavirus

So far, it looks like the gamble on cases has more or less paid
off. There was a big spike around the 19", but it dropped to
a stable(-ish) level and has been around there for three
weeks now.

Cases in the Vale spiked over 100 per day in mid-July but
dropped to a daily average around 40 per day for quite a
while. In recent days, however (at time of writing), they ap-
pear to have increased noticeably, to the 60-75 per day level.

Hospital admissions and hospital/ICU occupancy has
dropped against case levels by a long way but seem to have
stabilised at about 3% of cases ending up in hospital (far low-
er than before the vaccine rollout). At the moment, admis-
sions in Oxford (where most of our hospitalised covid cases
go, along with much of those in the other District Councils in
Oxfordshire) are around 5-6 per day, with 25 people in hospi-
tal as of the 10™ of August (dropping from over 40 late in
July) and no-one in mechanical ventilation beds. | expect this
number will increase somewhat as information catches up

with today’s date.

As of yesterday (15™ of August as | write), 101,864 people in
the Vale (87.2% of adults) have had their first dose and
89,046 (76.2% of adults) their second. These percentages
are fractionally lower than those for England as a whole; this
is down to demographics — each age group in the Vale is
slightly higher than the national average at taking up their

vaccines.

Repeating my word of caution from last month: whilst the
vaccines work very well at protecting against serious illness
(technically, they don’t do the protecting; they work by train-
ing your immune system how best to fight a brand-new foe),
they do not provide a magic suit of armour.

Following two doses and fourteen days to come up to speed,
effectiveness seems to be:

- Against symptomatic disease at all: 66%-90% (That
is, your chances of developing symptoms are a third
to a tenth of what they would have been if you
were unvaccinated).

- Against severe disease (hospitalisation-level): 95-
97% (Your chances of being so ill you’re hospitalised
are between a twentieth and a thirtieth of what
they were when unvaccinated)

° Against death: 97%+ (Your chances of being
so ill that you die are decreased by a factor
of over 30).

This does leave a residual risk, albeit a lot lower than before
being vaccinated. However, if you are considered vulnerable
(or even if you'd like to avoid a potentially rather unpleasant
illness, even if you're far less likely to have a bad outcome), it
would be wise to be cautious until this peak subsides (it has
to run out of susceptible hosts sooner or later).
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Whilst cloth masks protect others rather than yourself FFP3
masks (which are quite a bit more expensive, unfortunately,
although FFP2 masks, which are cheaper, do nearly as well as
FFP3 masks) do give considerable protection to the wearer.
In addition, keeping away from less ventilated indoor spaces
and keeping some distance from others where possible, and
reducing the average number of daily interactions would
have a significant effect.

The choice is down to infection or injection.

Self-isolation rule change: You’'ve probably picked this up by
now, but from the 16™ of August, if you are double jabbed
(and received your second dose more than fourteen days
ago) or under 18, the legal requirement to self-isolate is re-
moved. You should still take a PCR test if you’re identified as
a close contact (order one online, or by calling 119, or by
going to a test site).

Planning Rules

Following a motion passed by full Council in July, the Council
Leader has written to the government to request that it
scraps its proposed changes to planning laws —in order to
maintain the right of local residents to engage and comment
on planning applications and be able to influence the devel-
opment of their communities through Neighbourhood Plans
and Local Plans.

The Council has urged the Government to review the per-

mitted development rights which could allow development
to happen without the need for planning permission and to
enable councils to set strong local planning policies to help

protect the environment and reduce carbon emissions.

Basically, we fear that the proposed changes could allow the
more ruthless developers to run roughshod over local con-
cerns and throw up developments and ignore such niceties
as affordable housing, local plan requirements, providing
infrastructure, and so forth. At the moment, we can influ-
ence these through Neighbourhood Plans, (which the Council
has been strengthening as they’ve been ignored too often),
Local Plans, and Planning Committees (although the Com-
mittee occasionally has its hands tied by legislation, it could
become completely powerless).

Table tennis tables

On a more light-hearted note (God knows, we need that...),
table tennis tables will be appearing across the Vale of White
Horse and South Oxfordshire over the summer. These are
part of an ongoing initiative to help residents be active and
healthy.

Permanent tables will be in St Edmunds Park in Didcot (free),
Ladygrove Park in Didcot (free), Southern and District Com-
munity Centres on Great Western Park (with a small charge),
Kennington (free), Chalgrove (free), Shrivenham (free), and

Beckley and Stowood (free). Andy Cooke



Meryl computer doctor & tutor

technical expertise with the human touch

Setup PC, Apple, tablet, phone, internet, printer
Fix  technical & user problems, big or small
Learn getting started, new skills, better ways

07794 656607

info@computertutorabingdon.co.uk
www.computertutorabingdon.co.uk

NEED A PLUMBER FOR
THE SMALL JOBS?

5 STAR SERVICE % % % % %

ROBERTS =
ELECTRICAL "k==

Domestic e Commercial e Industrial

Electrical Hard Wire Testing
Domestic Electrical Reports
Landlords Certificates
Portable Appliance Testing
Re-wires Full or Part
Extra Power or Lighting Points
Electrical Showers Complete
Security Lighting, Fire & Intruder Alarms
LED & Low Energy Lighting Installations
Data & Telephone Wiring
TV & Home Entertainment Installations
e Heating Controls and Wiring
We are able to Part P/Building Control our electrical works
Office: 01235 528800 Mobile: 07786 930463
Windy Ridge Court, Milton Road, Drayton, Abingdon OX14 4EZ

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS

07526 304050

taps-toilets.co.uk

x

ACCONMMODATION

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES

Stephen R. Matthews
50 witan Way Wantage, OX12 SHB _

Tel: 01235 766412 G

Mobile: 07796 532356 ’ :ﬁ
. il. St Lk /

stephenmatthews.pgs@gmail.com / S

All kinds of work undertaken, including:
« garden clearance and restoration
« fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning
+ hedge cutting, rockeries, turfing
« fencing and landscaping.
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KOGELS of Abingdon Limited

HOME EXTENSION SPECIALISTS
AND GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTORS

72 Steventon Road

Drayton

Tel: Abingdon (01235) 531200 Abingdon
Email: kogelsofabingdon@btconnect.com Oxon
www.kogelsofabingdon.co.uk 0X14 4LD

CPPM LOCKSMITHS

Locked Out
Key Snapped
Keys Lost
Faulty Locks
Lock Upgrades
UPVC Locks
Emergency Locksmith — 24 Hour Service
www.cppm.org.uk

email: colinpizzie/@btinternet.com

Tel: 01235 239068 Mob: 07760 537147

visa |2 )

f Tonks Brothers \

Funeral Directors

158 Ock Street, Abingdon OX14 5DT
Tel 01235 539444
166 Kennington Rd, Kennington OX1 3PG
Tel 01865 736144
Day or Night

www. tonksbrothers.com

v)mud to be a family businesy




Housekeeping & Ironing Services

Sue Oliver
O R Rg

Fully Insured & all Staff are DBS checked.
All equipment & cleaning products supplied.
Call now or email for a quotation
East Way, Drayton, Abingdon - Tel: (01235) 468402
Email: sue@hsoliver.co.uk

Pr&Clean

Larkmead &«

vVETs T €

Caring for pets, horses & farm animals throughout South Oxon

Didcot, Great Western Park

& Sutton Courtenay : 01235 814991
Cholsey & Benson : 01491 651379
Horses & Farm Animals : 01491 651479

www.larkmead.co.uk

HO®

/ DRAYTON TELEVISION SERVICES \
Digital TV aerials installed Extra aerial points
New TV Sales

FREE ESTIMATES

Television Wall mounting
Satellite Sky or Freesat

TV tuning and programming

Telephone: 01235 531451

J

/

griffin interiors

...soft furnishing solutions...
Interiors and soft furnishings workroom located in
Appleford making quality handmade curtains,
pelmets, blinds, cushions, alterations.
Headboards, loose-covers and upholstery.
Poles, tracks and fitting service.
Design studio with extensive library of
fabrics and trimmings.

Fabrics and curtain making materials available
for home curtain makers.

20 years experience. Off street parking.
Flexible opening hours.

01235 847135/07808 762626
griffin.interiors.oxford @gmail.com
www.griffininteriorsoxford.co.uk

j@s MINDER. 5

Serving Drayton and nearby villages
and towns for over 25 years
Professional yet personal care for your
pets and home when you’re away

01235 520290 info@keyminders.co.uk

www.keyminders.co.uk

Town Furlong

Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864
www.townfurlong.co.uk

BENTON & BRYAN BUILDERS

For all types of building work from a
reliable local company

Extensions, Alterations, Kitchens & Bathrooms,
Carpentry, Decorating, Patios, Plastering,

Roofing, Brickwork and Plumbing

MOB: 07905386150

L H GOODWIN professional decorator.
Our services include both domestic and
commercial painting and decorating.

We are fully insured and all work guaranteed
25 years’ experience — References available.
For a free estimate please call Leigh on
07789873483 or visit my website
www.lhgoodwin.co.uk

Sharman Roofing
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist
tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,

new builds, re-roofs, extensions,
maintenance & sheds

all work considered, call Mark on

07979 791075
msharmanroofing@gmail.com

AN
EVERLAST ROOEING
SERVICES
New Roofs ¢ All Flat Roofs e Tiling & Slating
Demossing Chimney ® Repairs & Pointing
Facias & Guttering * All Repairs ¢ 24/7 Call Out
No job too small

01235 612576 Checkatrade 07553 911258

quote@everlastroofingservices.co.uk
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Village Hall Report

Hall bookings are getting back to normal, most
of our regulars are back, or have given us a date
torestart. Gemma'’s Clubbercise should be back
in Sept (Tues evenings), and I'd guess her RockBox
class might well follow soon after?

Also on the exercise front, we’ve gained a Dance
Fitness class (by Laura, Fridays at 6pm) and they
seem popular so far.

Our long-lost Bowls club have managed a few
sessions in their Weds evening slot, and THIS
month intend to get started with some of their
regular afternoon sessions (Miondays at first), so
welcome back to them! | hear they could use
some new blood, so if you think you can guide a
bowl down a curving path on a short mat, come
and give it a try? They're a friendly crowd, low
fees, and, most important, generous with the tea
and bikkies!

For anyone thinking of a weekend booking, we're
almost full up from October through towards
Christmas, so if you were thinking of a child’s par-
ty, do please CHECK SOON (& it could be too late
already). One of those weekend bookings is Sun-
day Sept 5th, the next Antiques Fair.

Oh, and we should be getting the stage curtain
wire and track fixed soon, so could those groups
who use it treat the new version gently (it's ex-
pensive)?!

Tony Holmes

HALLS GARAGE

Established 60 years — Servicing and repairs
e MOT’s o Batteries e Diagnostic Facilities
e Vehicle Collection Service o All Makes and Models
(Milton Park, Drayton, Steventon, Culham,
Appleford, Sutton Courtenay)
The High Street, Sutton Courtenay, ABINGDON, OX14 4AH
Tel: 01235 848236 @ Mobile 07767165072

mothallsgarage@gmail.com
Open 06:30 to 18:00 Mon-Fri

A.L.VICKERY AnD SON

Hardware and much more

Keys Cut while youwait,
cookshop, housewares,

tools,gardening... =
..you'’ll save money, time /
And mileage when you try

5 The Green, Drayton,
Abingdon OX14 4JA
Telephone 01235 531497

Just park outside!

/UukMga foutd

OPEN Monday to Saturday
9:30am — 1pm and 2pm — 5pm. Lunch 1pm to 2pm

The Back Pain Centre
Dr Natalie Nickowski MSec, DC
Dr Amanda Learoyd

Dr Warren Spreadbury

Chiropractic relief from:
* Back pain & sciatica
* Frozen shoulder
* Neck, shoulder & arm pain

| FREE /

| SPINAL
*Tennis/golfer's elbow ASSESSMﬁlNT
* Headaches & migraines \| \

* Knee & ankle pain Free Parking

* Arthritis & postural problems

* Chronic pain

Sports Therapist
Spinal Analysis Machine

Recognised by all health insurance Companies: BUPA - PPP - AXA
4C Deanes Close Steventon 0X13 6SZ
info@steventonbackpaincentre.co.uk

etty 9 Fun and Imaginative Dance Classes
oom® ) for Children 2-16 years

Dance 2 Book for a Free Taster Session!
Thursdays (@ Steventon Village Hall
Wednesdays (@Northcourt Centre, Abingdon
Email: bettybloomdance@gmail.com
Website for more information: bettybloomdance.co.uk
Mobile: 07785 232862

AP Window Cleaning Service
Local, Reliable and Affordable

Purified Water Pole System

All types of window, Frames and Sills;
Conservatories and Gutter clearing.

Call for free quote: 07702861526 or:
email: anthony477prince(@btinternet.com

(iphe

Beqrsteres
Plambing Company

® Wy .« A

REMLOC PLUMBING & HEATING LTD
Trading Standards Approved
Gas Safe & CIPHE Registered
e Central Heating Installation e Boiler Servicing
e General Plumbing e No Job too Small
¢ Emergency Call-outs e Free Estimates
01235 536345/ 07709 961 655
www.remloc.co.uk / email: info@remloc.co.uk

Steventon Farmhouse
Bakery & Café

The Bakery is Open

Wednesdays to Saturdays 9am- 1pm
Fresh Bread, Takeaway Coffee & Much More!
If you wish to order go to our website
www.farmhousebakerycafe.co.uk
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COOMBES

Home Improvements

ELECTRICAL e KITCHENS ® BATHROOMS

m 07827 258818

e dean@coombeshomeimprovements.co.uk

www.coombeshomeimprovements.co.uk

Milton Garden Machinery Ltd

Delivery & Collection service available
Please call or email for a quotation
We repair all types of petrol driven machinery.
Main dealers for: Alko, Atco, Briggs Stratton, Countax,
Cub Cadet, Echo, Efco, Hayter, Lawnflite, Mitox,
MTD, Murray, Toro, Westwood, Wheelhorse.
We repair Stihl and Honda machines too.
Windyridge Farm, Milton Road, Drayton, Abingdon,
OX14 4z Tel: 01235 555115
Email: paul@miltongardenmachinery.co.uk
www.miltongardenmachinery.co.uk
Established for over 30 years

HE ;
B Martin Hudson Flooring

Hudsonmartin@hotmail.couk | 075901923.

Martin Hudson

YOUR LOCAL GARAGE
Servicing all makes and models of vehicles,
Diagnostics, General Repairs,
Tyres, Exhaust. Air Conditioning, MOT’s

TO-C
OXFORD LTD

www.autocheckoxfordltd.com
autocheckoxfordltdi@gmail.com
Unit 3, Cuebar Court, Lashford Lane, Dry
Sandford,
OX13 6EB.
01865 730011
Courtesy cars available

Free collect and delivery service

ALBION WILLOW GARDENS
GARDEN MAINTENANCE AND CARE
Gardening Services including:

Mowing Edging Tree and Shrub Maintenance
Planting  Power Washing Patio Hedge Trimming
Border Maintenance Fruit Tree Pruning

Call: 07851 924 524 / 01235 799 782

albionwillowgardens@outlook.com

N

R & R Landscaping
Richard and Ryan Seamark

We undertake projects of all shapes
and sizes. We specialisein:

- Garden Maintenance
- Garden Clearance

randrlandscapingl2@outlook.com - Turf Laying
07565421637 / 07498399521 - Patios
Call or email us today! - Fencing

42 Abingdon Roald, Dray{to}n
A\ 4 o ’ A /A’

N

»And}much more
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@rcLT ROOFING

TEL: 01235 239631

flat roofing specialists. tile repairs. Fascias, moss
removal, guttering, leadwork, felt roofs. 10,15,20,
year guarantees supplied with all roofing works
GET IN CONTACT FOR YOUR FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 01235 239631

EMAIL: abingdonfeltroofing@outlook.com

Web:Abingdonfeltroofing.co.uk
Proud members of

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters
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Oxfordshire’s best source
of reclaimed wood

One stop wood shop
for your DIY projects

¢ Community

Aﬁ

Good quality soft and hard wood reclaimed timber in many sizes and at
economical prices. Scaffolding boards, pallet wood, plywood, natural edge
native hardwoods and a fabulous range of reclaimed wood furniture.

Find us at: 4 Suffolk Way,
Abingdon OX14 5JX
Tel: 01235 861228

A’h Mdaﬁh’% e VF ?DMW\& eraibw? timber.

Opening Hours:
Mon-Fri: 8.30am-4.30pm
Sat: 9.00am-3.00pm

www.oxfordwoodrecycling.org.uk




Boars Hill Walk by Kevin Carter

4 miles, circular, gentle hills. Starts at the Fox Inn,
OX1 5DR. An attractive mix of pretty meadows,
woods and with some points of interest. There are
muddy patches in the winter.

Boars Hill is an elevated and largely wooded area be-
tween Oxford to its north and Abingdon to the south.
It has dozens of very fine houses and gardens. It has
been a home to an extraordinary number of poets,
including Mathew Arnold, Margaret Louisa Woods,
Robert Bridges, John Masefield and Robert Graves.
The archaeologist, Sir Arthur Evans, famous for un-
earthing the Palace of Knossos, on Crete, also lived
there, in Youlbury House. He left most of his estate to
the Boy Scouts movement and also built a lookout,
Jarn Mount, at the top of the hill.

Leave the Fox Inn car park and turn left onto Fox-
combe Lane. Walk past the driveways to some large
houses and a few trees before reaching a junction,
the road joining from the left being Berkeley Road.
Cross it and continue past a large open space (which
used to be a golf course; you can see the ‘dreaming
spires of Oxford’ from here).

Three-quarters of a mile from the Fox Inn and just
before reaching more houses there is a gate into the
meadow, full of buttercups and other flowers. Take it
and walk straight down the hill for three-quarters of a
mile, continuing through several gates but always in a
straight line, until you reach Chiswell farm.

At the large farm, before the gate, there is a path
left at 9 o’clock. Ignore this, instead going through
the gate onto a track, then turn left. In 200 yards the
road bears right and you continue straight, along a
footpath uphill. You will pass a rather splendid house
on your left and then the footpath merges onto its
gravelled driveway.

Half a mile from Chiswell Farm you will come to a
junction with a lane, with a Carmelite Priory on your
left. In front of you is the inviting Youlbury Wood,
which is a scout camping location (and hence is tech-
nically private but is easy to access on quiet days the
bluebells in Spring are spectacular). Turn left onto the
lane, heading south until you reach Sandy Lane just
as it turns through 90 degrees (with Jarn Mound sign-
posted to your left).
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However, our route is along the Sandy lane to the
right, downhill. In less than half a mile you will find a
driveway to the right, with a footpath beside it and a
very inviting footpath to the left across a small field and
signposted to Jarn Mound. This attractive, narrow path
goes up and down, over a track and on, until you
emerge onto a small lane, at the end of which is the
entrance to Jarn Mound. If you have time this is a wor-
thy diversion: to climb the steps to the top and perhaps

walk around its base.

However, the next part of the walk is down the steep
hill opposite the Mound’s entrance. After 300-400
yards there is a turning into some houses and, behind
you after passing it, a footpath sign. Take it and follow
the path through some woods planted largely with hol-
ly, much of it with a fence on your left. This takes you
down to the side of a field which leads back to the Fox
Inn after a further three-quarters of a mile.




The Great Fire that swept through the High
Street of Drayton in the reign of George Il be-
gan in a house next to the Wheatsheaf on Sun-
day 16th April 1780. Upward of 30 houses went
up in flames. So catastrophic was it for the vil-
lage that a wide appeal was launched, and
books were opened to receive subscriptions at
London, at Oxford and at Abingdon. The appeal
was worded thus: “The loss by this fire has fall-
en chiefly on industrious farmers and labourers,
many of whom have lost their all. Only a few
hundred pounds, in value, of the Property was
insured.

“The neighbouring gentlemen.... have formed
themselves into a committee for the purpose of
collecting relief for the sufferers and distributing
the public bounty. And in order to make a dis-
tinction between those who are totally ruined
and others who are partly or wholly enabled to
support their loss, it is intended to divide the
sufferers into classes and to relieve them agree-
ably to their respective merits".
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Drayton Ablaze

Hark: through the Groves a dreadful Cry,
It echo's o'er the plains,

The precious sacks of Corn and Hay,

Fell victims to the flames.

Sad shrieks and cries from cot to cot,
Each weeping Infant trace,

And mark the horrid frightful looks,
Upon each aged face.

The village with confusion fill'd,
Whilst multitudes draw near,

The rapid flames at noontide day,
Did strike each heart with fear.

The sufferers’ names | cannot describe,
Save only just a few,

But all alike ye generous hearts,

| recommend to you.

To everyone that can bestow,
Even the smallest mite,

To each poor sufferer lend a hand,
| humbly now invite.

Av..y Ty...Is might loss,
Thomas, and Robert too,
Likewise the loss | recommend,
Of worthy Thomas D.W.

John H..de, an aged honest man,
Which long time has been blind;
You that are with compassion fill'd,
Pray bear him in your mind.

John Cheer, and William Cheer also,
Sustained a heavy Loss,

And many poor distressed souls,
Endured the fiery cross.

John H...t, John Wy..t shared a part,
Destruction by the flames,

John Ly...d too, these are few,

Of these great sufferers names.

There was two worthy good Divines,
Submitted there and slav'd,

Through fire and water, mud, and dirt,
Fain would the village be saved.

The freighted Warblers left the spray,
And took their winged flight,

Whilst mortals were obliged to stay
To see the mournful sight.

Go see the village drop a tear,
Drayton in Berkshire's fall,

Is an object of your Charity,

| recommend to all.

Courtesy of Eirwen Jones (1978)
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¢ Bespoke made to measure
Plantation Shutters

¢ Free Installation
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e Varying louvre sizes

e Huge colour selection
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e Colour matching
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¢ Choice of Hardwoods
e UPVC for moist areas
(kitchens, bathrooms)
e Aluminium
e Tilt Mechanisms to
suit all situations

07787 648062
robert4d@tiscali.co.uk

Oxfordshire Plan 2050

The latest consultation on the Oxfordshire Plan
2050 has now launched and runs until 8 October.

The Oxfordshire Plan will set the development
framework for the county for the next genera-
tion. It will affect all Oxfordshire residents, either
directly (through development) or indirectly
(through impacts on services, infrastructure, our
countryside and rural character).

CPRE Oxfordshire is fighting to make sure that
the growth options are deliverable without undue
damage to our countryside and some otherwise
good policy proposals for getting to net zero and
restoring nature. That means guiding development
to the right places and building high-quality com-
pact housing to make the best use of scarce land.

We urge you to respond to the consultation —it

is our best chance of influencing both the out-
comes of this Plan and the OxCam Arc proposals.

Have your say NOW —it’s too late to act when
the bulldozers arrive.

Find more information on the CPRE Oxfordshire
website www.cpreoxon.org.uk

Julia Benning | Communications Manager

STEVE WOODLEY
GENERAL HANDYMAN

STEVE WOODLEY
T:01235 533486
M: 07871 619028

WOODERS1964@ICLOUD.COM

Havihara Accountands [

CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS

AMAN SOHAL FCCA DIRECTOR
OUR SERVICES
PERSONAL TAX RETURNS FROM £120

Business start-up Accounting & Bookkeeping

Company Accounts
Payroll services

Management accounts
Self-assessment
VAT returns

Tax investigation & Enquiries

T: +44 330 133 3269

E: ENQUIRES@HARIHARA-CCA.COM

WE PROVIDE SERVICES TO
OXFORDSHIRE, LONDON
WEST MIDLANDS &
BERKSHIRE

W: WWW:HARIHARA-CCA.COM

A: BASED IN OXFORDSHIRE
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Word Search

In this case, there are 14 hidden Oxfordshire towns and
villages. None of them are too far away, with some very
close indeed!

RE: Last month’s ice cream word search, due to the closure of
Vickery’s Hardware shop, entries could not be placed in the box.
The winner and answers will be announced in the October edition.



http://www.cpreoxon.org.uk

