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CHRONICLE  INFORMATION 
The next Chronicle will be the December issue. Editor: 
Maurice Puddick (Tel: 01235 538188). Key dates for 
subsequent Chronicles: 

Double–size adverts (approx. 9cm x 9cm) are charged at 
twice the above rates. All adver sing MUST be paid for in 
advance, either electronically, in cash or by cheque made 
payable to ‘The Drayton Chronicle’ and placed in the box at 
or sent to Vickery’s. Requests for adver sements should 
(preferably) be emailed to Stephen Fearnley, the Chronicle 
Adver sing Manager, adver sing@draytonchronicle.net, or 
placed in the box at Vickery’s. If you wish to discuss your 
requirements please phone Stephen on  01235 531347. 
Note: deadline for ads is the Friday before the deadline for 
contribu ons (see top of page). 
 
DISCLAIMER:  This Journal is published in good faith and great 
care is taken in its compila on. The organisers of the DRAY-
TON CHRONICLE, and its Agents, therefore accept no responsi-
bility for OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for the validity of any AD-
VERTISEMENT, nor for any EFFECTS ARISING WHATSOEVER 

Issue Deadline for contribu ons:  
17.00 on Monday: 

Printed Chronicles 
available on: 

December 15th November 26th November 

Jan/Feb 17th January 28th January 

Notes for Contributors 

Contributions to and advertisements in the Chronicle are very 
welcome. Please send us your letters, reports from village clubs 
and societies, articles, tips and advice, photos, suggestions etc. 
Please be sure always to include your name, address and (in 
case clarification is necessary) your phone number. Without 
names we will usually not print an item at all. The editor re-
serves the right to place, edit, shorten or even reject  contribu-
tions as required.  

Please send your contribution by email to:                            
editor@draytonchronicle.net 
Advertisement requests should be sent  to:                            
advertising@draytonchronicle.net 

If email is not possible, please place your contribution, either 
typed or handwritten, in the Chronicle box outside Vickery’s 
hardware store on Drayton Green, or post to Vickery’s, 5 The 
Green, Drayton, Abingdon, Oxon  OX14 4JA. 
After the deadlines, only urgent items will be considered for 
inclusion and then only if mailed or delivered directly to the 
Editor’s house by the Wednesday following the deadline. 
Advertising Charges: for single Block Advert (approx. 9cm x 4.5 
cm) :-  

Advertiser     
category 

  
1 insert 3 inserts 6 inserts 12 inserts 

Drayton        
Resident 

£6 £16 £31 £60 

Non-Drayton 
Resident 

£7 £19 £37 £72 

  

Please refer to the Church No ce-
board for details of future services. 

PEBBLES 
 If you have a baby or toddler, you would be so wel-
come to join ‘Pebbles’. We meet on a Wednesday 
morning from 10.00- 11.30a.m at St Peters Church.  

 Please email suedraytonpebbles@outlook.com  for 
more informa on. Look forward to seeing you! 

Christmas Cracker Event- 27th November 
at St Peter’s! 
10.00a.m -12 noon. 

A sale of handcra ed and home made goods! Cards, cakes, 
jam and much more!  

Proceeds to Church funds and CAP 
(Chris ans against Poverty) 

Everyone welcome!  
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ST PETER’S LETTER 
From the Ministry Team… 

St Peter’s, Drayton 
St Peter & St Paul, Appleford  

St Blaise, Milton 
All Saints’, Su on Courtenay 

   St Michael and All Angels, Steventon 

ST PETER’S CHURCH, DRAYTON  
part of the DAMASCUS Parish         

The church is open daily for private, individual prayer           
Sunday  – Saturday, 10 am-4pm 
REGULAR SERVICES.    

Sunday 8.00 am      Holy Communion on 2nd 
Sunday of the month only. 
Sunday  9.45 am      Holy Communion (CW), 
except 4th Sunday when a non-Eucharist 
Morning Praise is held 

Thursday morning Holy Communion Service   
This service will now start at 9.45, the same as the Sunday 
service. 1st and 3rd Thursdays will be Holy Communion and 
2nd and 4th Thursdays will be Celtic Morning Prayer.  
Coming to Church 

For everyone’s safety we are strongly recommending that 
everyone who is visi ng Church wears a mask when moving 
around Church and sani ses their hands please.  We now have 
the joy of being able to sing! 
At Home 
You can con nue to listen to ‘Sunday Worship’ on Radio 4 at 
8.10am. Also watch Songs of Praise,( usually BBC1 at 1.15pm, but 

mes may vary). There is also the Church of England free phone 
line, ‘Daily Hope’ 0800 804 8044, offering a selec on of prayers, 
hymns, songs and reflec ons. 
Please let us know if you are self-isola ng and need help of any 
kind, so that prayer and prac cal support can be offered in a 
 safe way.  
Remembrance Sunday—14th November 
There will be a service of Holy Communion for Remembrance 
Sunday at 9.45, with an Act of Remembrance star ng at 10.45. 
This will take  place in church where the memorial of the names 
of those who have died in both World Wars and in the Korean 
War are inscribed. Everyone is welcome 

Rector  Revd Helen Kendrick  01235 848297  

Associate Priest                     Revd Meg Heywood   01235 537100 

Associate Priest                      Revd Rosie Bruce  07707 087131 

Pro-Warden  Mrs Linda Johnson                                     01235 527521 

Pro-Warden  Mrs Val Cross  01235 535183 

31st Oct—6th Nov Whitehorns Way 

6th—13th Nov Cornville Rd; Crabtree Lane; Lesparre Cl. 

14th—20th Nov Drayton Rd; Milton Rd; New Cut Mill; 
Fisher Close; Marcham Rd; Meads 
Close; Rippington Court; Stone Hill 

21st—27th Nov Steventon Rd; Kiln Lane; Mo  Co ages; 
Barton Court 

28th Nov—4th Dec Eastway; Eastway MHP 

YOU STAY WE  
PRAY 

 

Rector Revd Helen Kendrick 01235 848297 

Associate Priest Revd Meg Heywood 01235 537100 

Associate Priest Revd Rosie Bruce 07707 087131 

Pro-Warden Mrs Linda Johnson 01235 527521 

Pro-Warden Mrs Val Cross 01235 535183 

From the Ministry Team…….. 
November, the month in which “the raw a ernoon is rawest, 
and the dense fog is densest, and the muddy streets are muddi-
est.” Bleak House, Charles Dickens. 
November can certainly be a most dreary month; our church 
and public life has a sombre tone to match the weather. It is the 
season of remembrance and what we do with our remembering, 
ma ers. Right remembering is about more than se ng a day or 
month to remind ourselves of the people and events that have 
shaped our lives.  
Remembering rightly is about how we live in the light of those 
facts. In the Old Testament the Israelites, were forever being 
called by God to remember – to remember who they were, 
where they had come from, a call that was usually made at 

mes in their life when things were going wrong. But that call to 
remember wasn’t about just reminding themselves how they 
had got into their current mess,  
it was also a call to a future that would be different. God’s prom-
ise for a different future is for all na ons, not just one.  God asks 
his people to remember with both honesty about historical 
events, gra tude, sorrow, humility and above all, hope and vi-
sion. 
I carry a small wooden cross given to me when I became a hos-
pital chaplain. It has been shaped over several decades by many 
hands griping and rubbing it in their hardest of mes. I find my-
self holding it much more frequently in November. It reminds 
me of past stories and people, but it always reminds me that 
Jesus who has gone before through the darkness of death; that I 
can remember the past with a sure and certain hope. Novem-
ber, it’s a good month to ‘get your hands on’ a small wooden 
cross and keep hold of it. It puts the past, present, future into 
God’s safe and faithful hands. November may be a gloomy sea-
son but if winter comes then Spring will surely follow. Remem-
bering the seasons tell out the message of resurrec on hope. 
Revd Phil Sutton Associate Minister  
DAMASCUS Parish 
Tel: 01235 635476 Mobile: 07507378737 ,  

PARISH REGISTER 
Baptism  Sunday 10th October     Everly Grace Vaughan 

Funeral   Friday 15th October      Peter Madley 
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interests, perspec ves and opinions. So we ac vely welcome resi-
dents of all ages and backgrounds to get involved. You will be help-
ing shape our community, and influence ma ers right on your 
doorstep! 

Footpaths and Bridleways 

We are aware that some of the footpaths and bridleways in the 
village are in less than an idea state and become very muddy in 
winter months.  We have a working group who are focussing on 
these, working with local landowners to make improvements.  

Manor Farm – Village Green 

The plan is for the Manor Farm space to be handed over to the 
ownership of the Parish Council, for the benefit of the village.  
Once we own it, we can consider whether we want to do anything 
specific with this space – plan ng trees/improving etc., so that it is 
a nice, safe green space for all of us to enjoy, promo ng outside 
ac vi es and improving the environment. 

Before ownership is handed over, the Parish Council wants to 
ensure that the developer, Cala, has done everything to this area 
that it is supposed to have completed according to the landscape 
plans, and that any issues (such as the hogweed) have been re-
solved sa sfactorily. We have a mee ng in early November with 
the Vale of White Horse and Cala to do a walk around to check on 
this.    

Walnut Meadows 

The developer, Millers, has submi ed a further planning applica-
on to the Vale of White Horse with a proposed plan to make 

changes to the large public open space.  The Parish Council has 
provided its input, and we await a decision from the Vale.  We are 
hopeful that this area can be improved as soon as possible, so that 
it starts being a village amenity rather than a neglected eyesore. 
More on this soon. 

Tamsin Crane, Chairperson 

DRAYTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairperson Tamsin Crane 

2021 Drayton Parish Council Key Dates 
Planning Commi ee Mee ngs start at 7.00pm followed by Month-
ly Parish Council Mee ngs at 7.30pm in the Caudwell Day Centre, 
Gravel Lane , Drayton.   It is Council policy to set aside a total of 15 
minutes for the public to ask ques ons, raise issues or express 
views concerning Parish business, for considera on by the Council.          

All welcome. 

Dates for the remainder of 2021: 

9th November,    14th December 

Any Ques ons for the PC? 

To contact any members of the Parish Council, all enquiries should be 
directed to the Parish Clerk, Lorraine Watling: clerk@draytonpc.org 
or 07909 176061.  Any Drayton resident may also ask to be added to 
the Clerk’s email list, to receive prior no ce of mee ngs and any rele-
vant documents. 

All PC Minutes are archived on the village website 
www.draytonvillage.co.uk, which also has a link to back copies of The 
Chronicle, informa on on the latest ac vi es of the Drayton 2020 
Implementa on Commi ee, and details of other events in the village.  

Traffic Calming 
 
Drayton Parish Council notes the recent posts on the Families in 
Drayton Facebook page about speeding in the village and safety 
concerns, and par cularly the noise/vibra ons from HGVs at 
night. 
All of our Councillors, Parish, District and County, live in Drayton 
and are just as concerned about the extent and level of speeding 
vehicles - of all types.  Personally, I live just off Abingdon Road 
and so am very aware of the traffic noise at night. 
So what is the Parish Council’s role in addressing this worrying 
issue?  All ma ers road related (road condi ons, traffic calming 
and pedestrian safety) are the legal responsibility of Oxfordshire 
County Council (OCC).  This means it is only OCC who can improve 
road surfaces, install white-lining, build speed humps, install 
speed cameras etc. 
However, the Parish Council takes these issues very seriously, and 
has a dedicated Traffic Calming Working Group. We have met 
with representa ves of OCC on a number of occasions to discuss 
measures that we want to be taken to improve traffic and pedes-
trian safety in Drayton.  As a next step, this Working Group has 
undertaken a detailed review of condi ons in specific parts of the 
village, with a view to refining a specific list of measures to calm 
speeding traffic and ensure pedestrian safety. We will share this 
list with OCC, who will review our proposals, determine what is 
appropriate and achievable within the allocated budget.  OCC will 
be responsible for designing, planning and implemen ng whatev-
er measures are ul mately agreed – the Parish Council will con n-
ue working closely with them to provide input and feedback.   
This process does all take some me, but the Parish Council and 
OCC share a common goal.  We will con nue to do our best to 
improve safety for all of our residents and visitors, and we will 
endeavour to keep everyone informed of the progress we make. 
Residents' sugges ons or contribu ons are always welcome. 
 
Parish Council vacancies 
 
We currently have 4 vacancies on the Parish Council. I would 
personally like to encourage Drayton residents to consider pu ng 
themselves forward to act as Councillors. I joined the Parish Coun-
cil in 2018, and as a newcomer to Drayton (and indeed Oxford-
shire), I have found it a great way to get involved in village life, 
and get to know other Drayton residents. 
The Parish Council discusses and makes decisions on a variety of 
important issues that affect our community. It is a great forum for 
you to provide input on ma ers that concern or interest you in 
the village.  Probably the most important are planning ma ers, 
traffic calming measures, managing open spaces (including foot-
paths and playgrounds), managing the allotments and burial 
ground, and making grants to local chari es and organisa ons. 
The Parish Council also regularly coordinates with the Vale of 
White Horse District Council and OCC about issues that affect the 
parish (par cularly planning and traffic). The Parish Council meets 
one evening a month (7.30pm-10pm), and there is a bit of reading 
of emails and papers in between mee ngs.  If you choose to join a 
Working Group or Commi ee, then there would be an addi onal 
mee ng a month. You don’t need any par cular experience or 
specialist knowledge to be a Councillor (training/guidance are 
available if needed). In fact, it is far be er if the Parish Council 
reflects the diversity of the community, and has councillors with 
different life experiences, 
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DISTRICT COUNCIL 

REPORT 
Andy Cooke 

Dear all, 
Brown Bins again 
To update last month’s news: 
- The Garden Waste collec ons resumed a couple of weeks 
earlier than I’d originally been briefed 
- The extension to the one-year-subscrip on is three months 
instead of two months 
I have heard, both around here and elsewhere, that collec ons 
are not infrequently a day late (and, as per the le er sent out, 
are o en on different schedules; this la er has been due to the 
availability of vehicles and the requirements of the roads).  
They’ve been late due to being somewhat overstretched. 
However, the overstretch should be li ing as I type and I’ve just 
been told that the garden waste service will return to its normal 
fortnightly collec ons from next week (25th October), so it 
should be back to normal by the me you’re reading this. 
From the 25th of October onwards, customers can put their 
brown garden waste bins out on their normal collec on day in 
their recycling week every fortnight. 
In addi on, there will be an Extra Garden Waste Week in 
November (week commencing 8 November) when customers 
can put out one extra bin’s worth of garden waste that week. 
Coronavirus 
Covid levels have been rising steadily over the past month, 
primarily in under-18s (secondary school ages have been 
par cularly affected), but spilling over to parent-ages (primarily 
40-49) and from there to older groups. 
A total of 35 people are in hospital in Oxfordshire with covid, but 
only two of those are in mechanical ven la on beds. 
As of yesterday (14th of September as I write), 107,869 people in 
the Vale have had their first dose and 100,347 their second.  I 
don’t have the figures for booster doses, but these are by far the 
greatest rate being administered – albeit slower than we’d like.   
Whilst the covid rates are alarming at the moment, early data on 
over-eigh es hints at the booster jabs already having an effect 
there, and data from Scotland (who are well ahead of England 
on 12-15 vaccina ons) shows that their teens are, in stark 
contrast to ours, showing rapidly falling covid levels. 

Universal Credit 
At the mee ng of Full Council on 6th October, a resolu on was 
passed to write to the Government to urge them to restore the 
upli  to Universal Credit.  The impact from removing the upli , 
coming at exactly the me of increased u li es bills and the 
onset of winter, and affec ng over 5,000 families in the Vale, will 
be very significant. 
It may seem unlikely that the Government will listen, but I 
wasn’t that hopeful when we did this on the planning rules and 
on the Expressway, and both have been at least deferred and 
heavily re-examined.  Worth a shot, anyway.  

Climate Emergency: 100 Network 
We also passed a resolu on to join the 100 Network, a 
network of local authori es pushing to address climate 
change.  As well as reaffirming our commitment to carbon 
neutrality for council opera ons by 2030 and for the en re 
district by 2045, we gain access to a swathe of useful 
materials and tools to help us do so. 

Reservoir 
Thames Water have once again resurrected their proposal 
for Europe’s largest concrete-bunded reservoir to fill the 
green space between Drayton, Marcham, Grove, and 
Steventon.  It has been submi ed to OFWAT, who invited 
comments. 
I made mine, no ng my alarm that Thames Water had 
blacked out whole swathes of the environmental impacts 
(ostensibly on the grounds of commercial confiden ality, but 
I find it difficult to see how the course of the River Ock is that 
commercially sensi ve – and no other water company 
needed to do this).   
And to quote from my submission: “With my most objec ve 
hat on, as a Chartered Engineer, Member of the Associa on 
of Project Managers, and Fellow of the Chartered 
Management Ins tute, it does seem very strange that the 
Reservoir op on is even being considered with the Severn-
Thames Transfer op on also available (and apparently less 
favoured by Thames Water). 
The carbon cost, financial cost, me and resources cost, 
environmental impact, disrup on, and so forth are so much 
against the Reservoir as opposed to the Severn-Thames 
Transfer op on even with Thames Water’s best efforts to 
obscure, or omit informa on that it’s almost ridiculous that 
the reservoir op on is s ll under ac ve considera on (had I 
put comparable op ons in a Business Case and favoured the 
reservoir equivalent, I’d have been thrown out of the room).   

Plan ng and protec on of trees 
One of the more immediate things we can do in this respect 
is encouraging tree protec on and plan ng, as they are great 
at ac ng as carbon sinks.  We’ve created a new policy for 
plan ng trees on council land (at h ps://
www.southandvale.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/
South-Oxfordshire-and-Vale-of-White-Horse-Policy-for-
Plan ng-Trees-on-Council-Owned-Land.pdf ) and have creat-
ed a useful page for support in ge ng trees protected here: 
h ps://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-
district-council/planning-and-development/wildlife-trees-
and-landscape/trees/ , which also provides an interac ve 
map to show if trees are already protected. 
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Andy Cooke con nued... 
Especially as it brings no new water into the water-stressed 
region and would be prone to algae (their submission on avoid-
ing this is fundamentally inconsistent) as well as suscep ble to 
running dry in the longer droughts, unlike the alterna ve. 
And, with my Project Manager’s hat firmly on, when consider-
ing rival megaprojects, if one would take over a decade and 
involve considerable engineering risk and massive disrup on, 
whilst the other would take three years with far less risk, and if 
there was an ongoing concern of the situa on which either was 
aimed to mi gate occurring, the quicker and simpler one would 
win hands-down. “  
On top of that, linking to the exis ng reservoirs in the far 
we er half of the country is far cheaper and a LOT less envi-
ronmentally damaging.   Basically, if there’s a need for extra 
water, then the transfer link is far quicker, cheaper, more relia-
ble, provides more water (and this is new water to the region), 
hugely less disrup ve, much more environmentally friendly, 
and far less likely to go wrong.  The reservoir would, however, 
provide a massive amount of corpora on tax write-down for a 
prolonged me; that’s the only remaining advantage for it that 
I can see. 
(Oh, and I did no ce that the o en-men oned “recrea onal  
benefits” now look to be unlikely that they’ll even be 
a empted without abandoning any a empt to mi gate some 
of the environmental damage.) 
I did go into far more detail in the eight page submission, but 
you’ll be grateful to learn I’m not reproducing the en re thing 
here! 
OFWAT did get back to me, saying that they’d extended the 
consulta on period and are now requiring Thames Water to 
resubmit the environmental impact statements with less black-
ing out – I understand quite a few people had been on at them 
about it. 
GARD have separately submi ed a considerably more detailed 
cri que that’s even more damning and with full and rigorous 
working (I’m completely independent of GARD; I’m just very 
interested in all other submissions). 
That’s all for now  

Take care, Andy 

Dear All  

Home to School transport 
This is a topic that raises its head every year as parents struggle 
to understand and navigate their way through the rules and 
regula ons. Every year there are complaints of unfairnesses in 
the system as some parents are faced with bills for hundreds of 
pounds they were not expec ng. I thought it would be useful to 
get a County expert on this issue to explain the rules. For those 
short of bed me reading, the result is below…… 

It is only in a minority of cases that children are eligible, 
under the law and Oxfordshire’s Home to School 
Transport Policy, to free travel to school.  If children move 
to an address outside the administrative area of Oxford-
shire County Council, the responsibility for determining 
and, where appropriate, providing free or assisted travel 
passes to the child’s new home authority. 

The legal basis for the provision of home to school 
transport is set out in sections 508A, 508B, 508C, 508D 
and 509AD and Schedule 35B of the Education Act 1996 
(as amended by Part 6 of the Education and Inspections 
Act 2006) and, where appropriate, the Equality Act and 
English and European case law.  In addition, local authori-
ties are under a statutory duty to have regard to the Home 
to School Travel and Transport Guidance and the Post-16 
Transport and Travel Support to Education and Train-
ing guidance. Both sets of statutory guidance were is-
sued by the Department for Education. 

Normally eligibility for free travel is determined at the time 
that a school place is allocated through: 

•     Oxfordshire County Council’s Coordinated Admissions 
Scheme for entry at the normal points of admission; and/
or,     the issuing of an Education, Health and Care Plan; 
and/or,the operation of the Fair Access Protocol; and/
or,the In-Year Coordinated Admissions Scheme. 

Children are eligible for free travel if they attend the 
nearest available school or educational placement to 
their address, if the distance from home to school is 
over the “statutory walking distance” of 3 miles if aged 8 
or over or 2 miles if less than aged 8 and of school age. 
If the nearest school is outside Oxfordshire, children are 
also eligible for free travel to the nearest school in this 
council’s area, if the distance from home to school is 
over the “statutory walking distance” of 3 miles if aged 8 
or over or 2 miles if less than 8 and of school age.  

In addition, children attending the nearest available 
school to their address, even if it is less than the statu-
tory walking distance, are eligible for free travel if it 
would not be safe for a child, accompanied by an adult, 
to walk from their home to the school.  If the route is 
subsequently determined to be safe to walk the parent 
will be given up to 6 weeks’ notice of the withdrawal of 
free transport.  At the end of that period, free transport 
will be discontinued. 

Also children aged 11 to 16 who are eligible for free 
school meals or whose parents are in receipt of the 
maximum level of Working Tax Credit and who attend 
one of their three nearest suitable schools (or places 
other than school at which they might receive education 
under section 19(1) of the Education Act 1996), are 

COUNTY COUNCIL      
REPORT 

Richard Webber 
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 Richard Webber continued…. 

eligible for free travel where they live more than 2 but not 
more than 6 miles from that school.  The 2 mile distance 
is measured by “walking route” and the 6 mile distance is 
measured by road route.  This entitlement applies to all 
children of the relevant age for the schools concerned, 
and applies whether a child does or does not have an 
Education, Health and Care Plan. 

However, there is no statutory entitlement to free travel 
based on living in a catchment area or parental prefer-
ence. The Home to School Transport Policy did provide 
free travel to the catchment school, subject to the ad-
dress being beyond the statutory walking distance, up 
until 2014 but this was removed for new entrants from 
September 2015 after a large scale public consultation.  If 
the policy had remained unchanged, given the increasing 
academisation of schools, the council would have lost 
control over this element of public expenditure. Essential-
ly academies can set or amend a catchment area and 
could therefore quite legitimately expand their catchments 
and so, if there had been no change of policy, expand the 
financial  commitments of the council. 

If you have managed to wade your way through that, I 
reckon you deserve free home to school transport for 
your children. For most of us, the regulations are a mine-
field and most parents choose schools for their children 
without realising the financial  implications. 
Suffice it to say, I am pushing for a clear summary 
of the above to be issued to all parents together with 
school application forms. 
Richard Webber 
Richardwebber777@gmail.com 

DRAYTON WASPS 
Drayton Football Club have had a promising 
start to the new season thanks to some no-
table individual player performers aswell as 
some new addi ons to the squad.  
Drayton First team currently are si ng mid-
table of Division 1, with wins against Watlington Reserves, 
Hagbourne United and Steventon contribu ng towards this. 
Nathan Merry and Josh Dennis have both bagged themselves 
4 and 5 goals respec vely.  
Drayton Reserves are currently situated at the bo om end of 
the table, as the team con nue to try and find their feet un-
der the guidance of their new managers. We aim to be mov-
ing up the table in no me at all! Last seasons club top 
goalscorer Ma  Stephens finds himself with 3 goals from 6 
games. 
Drayton Football Club have recently gained sponsorship for 
some new kits. Drayton Construc on have renewed sponsor-
ship of the first team and a new startup company 
called  Fix'N'Point, created by ex-Drayton footballer Shane 
May, are the new sponsor of the reserves side.  
The club renova on is s ll underway as we are now focusing 
on ge ng our ceiling and flooring improved. We hope to 
have this completed by the new year. 
Sidenote-Not so long ago, our dugouts were vandalised by 
some youths and we were on the lookout for someone to 
help us with this. 
Look no further than our local community. Drayton Construc-

on  managed to provide some bricks for us and Gary Neal 
from Cholsey Brickwork spent some me pu ng them back 
together to build us a new dugout! 
Please check us out on Facebook for our sponsors' contact 
details as well as fixture updates, match reports and construc-

on updates. 
Bradley Cox 

LOCAL GROUPS AND CLUBS 
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LOCAL GROUPS AND CLUBS 

You are warmly invited to the 
Abingdon Damascus Youth Project  AGM 
To be held on 11th November 2021 at 7pm, virtually on 
Zoom, due to the s ll high rate of Covid. 
We are planning a bigger, face to face, celebra on of the 
young people’s achievements, next summer. 
If you would like to a end, please make contact by email, 
anne.whitehead284@gmail.com for a Zoom link. 
Thank you 
Anne Whitehead 
ADYP Secretary 

The colder months are here, and our sessions have moved indoors 
where we can stay nice and warm! This gives us a chance to ex-
plore topics with some new ac vi es and games. We have also 
taken this opportunity to move some of our young people into 
our older session so more focussed work can take place.   

 
This month we have been busy exploring gender stereotypes and 
looking at how we can challenge gender norms and further to 
this, how we o en move between feminine and masculine stereo-
types regardless of the gender with which we iden fy. It has led 
to some interes ng and thought provoking conversa ons.  
We are lucky enough to have partnered with the Food Bank in 
Abingdon who have been supplying us with a few ingredients to 
help improve cooking skills with simple but nutri ous recipes at 
our sessions.  
It was great to bump into some of the young people and families 
that a end our sessions during the Abingdon Fair. We hope eve-
ryone had a great me and ate their fair share of candy floss! 
Our Team has grown – Oliver Blagrove has joined is a youthwork 
appren ce doing his Level 3 in youth work and Loren Knowles has 
joined as a part- me support worker with responsibility for our 
social media content.  We are very proud of Roxy who has now 
taken on a part- me role with Oxfordshire County Council as an 
Educa on, Employment & Training (EET) Officer – no one could do 
the job of re-engaging 16- to 18-year-olds, who have slipped 
through the net, back in to EET be er than Roxy.  

WI NEWS 
Our October speaker was a representa ve of the War 
Graves Commission. She explained to us, with slides, how 
this whole en ty was brought about. It was a journalist who 
made it his business to record the soldiers who lost their 
lives when war broke out in 1914. When the enormity of the 
records became too large, he ,a er consulta on with gov-
ernment, handed his records over and the War Graves Com-
mission began. It now maintains grave yards all over the 
world. All maintained by volunteers to a very high standard 
as it is only fi ng for the sacrifice they made for us. In No-
vember, we will learn more about the role of medical detec-

on dogs. There will be a dog present but not a detec on 
dog. We would not like one of these wonderful dogs de-
tec ng something that would be a surprise or shock depend-
ing on the discovery. Thursday 11th November, at 7.30 pm 
in the Caudwell Centre, Gravel Lane. See you there? 
Ann Webb 

 

 

Finally, as men oned in previous edi ons we have been select-
ed as one of the Abingdon Mayor’s two Chari es for this year. 
On Saturday 23rd October, an Autumn celebra on was planned 
in the Market Square.  At the me of wri ng this piece the event 
was s ll a week away.  We would like to say Thank you to all 
those who volunteered their me or donated prizes for our 
stalls.  
The ADYP Team – Roxy Elford, Jake Fleetwood and James Quar-
termain, Emily Astley-Madge 
Do contact any of us on jamesq.ycat@gmail.com, 
jakef.ycat@gmail.com, roxy.ycat@gmail.com, emi-
ly.adyp@gmail.com 
Tel: 01235 848694 or 07875649008 
YouTube - The Abingdon Damascus Youth Project – MIND GYM 
Website - www.damascusyouthproject.org.uk 

Christmas Carol Concert Cancella on 

Sadly the annual Christmas Carols Concert (usually held the 
first Sunday evening in December in the Village Hall) has 
been cancelled due to COVID  
issues. However, watch this 
space (and Social Media) for 
details of outdoor carol get-
togethers this year 
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Royal	British	Legion	Poppy	Appeal The RBL poppy  appeal kicks off  on 28th of October this year.  If you wish to show your support you will be able to donate and get poppies etc from our local businesses in Drayton, who have kindly agreed to have collection boxes and poppies on their premises. Many thanks to them . Drayton school will also have a tray of appropriate items (no pins ) for the children if they wish to donate.                                                  Harry & Susan Ash 

  

 

NOTICE: BOWLS CLUB 
It is with great sadness that Drayton Bowls Club have been 
informed that one of their previous members  

Peter Madley  

passed away on 2 October 2021. He was a genuinely lovely 
man and our thoughts go to his family at this very sad me. 

Val Locke Chair DSMBC 
(Drayton Short-Mat Bowling Club) 

The Home Coming 

Ian and Sue of the Engine House, Church Lane would like to 
thank everyone who came to breakfast on Sunday 12th of 
September. The return of the trac on engine “Master John” 
to the house where its operator once lived was a joy to be-
hold. A big thank you to the owners and operators who took 

me out to bring the engine to the house and spend me 
explaining the workings and history of this fine engine. In line 
with the ploughing event held later in the day at Barrow 
Road, a collec on was made in support of the Caudwell Day 
Centre and a healthy £110.00 was raised, well done all. 

Macmillan Coffee morning 

Thank you to everyone who either came, or gave a do-
nation for the Macmillan coffee morning. We have 
raised £ 1,321 :52 but the actual amount in real terms is 
more, once gift aid is taken into consideration. 

Many thanks to Miriam Drewe and Jo Thomasson, we 
could not have done it without your help!  

Liz Kidd / Brenda Malin 

Ed note: Kiln Lane is now men oned  - see page 3 

Royal Bri sh Legion Steventon and 
District Branch 
Royal Bri sh Legion Curry Lunch  Sunday 14 Nov will be 
held in Steventon Village Hall on Remembrance Sunday at 
1215 for 1230 hrs  This event is open to all. Cost £15. There 
will a cash bar. Tickets will be sent out on your request 
accompanied by cash or a cheque made out to “The Royal 
Bri sh Legion Steventon and District Branch” and delivered 
or sent to :- Brigadier Nick Thompson  27 Stocks Lane, Ste-
venton  OX13  6SS.  

Aircraft 
You will remember that  about 3 months ago you 
printed a letter from me about using the Android 
phone lens facility to identify plants. 
For the last couple of days we have had an aircraft 
flying overhead rather noisily. Yesterday I took a 
photo of it on my phone and did a 'lens' check. 
It identified it as an Airbus A400M - military 
transport. I believe that the are based in Brize Nor-
ton. 
    - Stephen Fearnley 

LETTERS 
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                           We're singing as we're rolling along  
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in the donkey field. She had worked hard at researching ref-
erences to donkeys in the bible and wove the service cleverly 
around that. It was an emo onal me as John Hughes – the 
singing farmer accompanied himself on his guitar for another 
rendering of 'the Donkathon song'. (see www.donkathon.org)
For more details check out the 'Daily Blog' on 
www.donkathon.org where you will also find the full script of 
the service at St Melangell. 

First stop….
 Drayton! 
On a cloudy but dry June 
day there was a special 
send off for the two don-
keys, Wizard and Muffin 
and our standard poodle 
Nelson. We had a catering 
bus selling bacon bu es 
and two pipers to send us 
on our way. Our first stop was Drayton and we had a warm 
welcome and tea at our old home, Gilbournes Farm. The don-
keys had luxury stables at Paul and Karen Caudwell's farm and 
the following morning a crowd of old friends and new greeted 
us on the Green to send us off in Royal fashion.  

We had a large banner over the carriage which read 
'DONKATHON FOR MS RESEARCH'  This was a stroke of geni-
us as all along the route people stopped us for a chat and to 
give us a dona on. We raised over £6,000 in our collec ng 
boxes this way. 

Our route took us through Burford and into the Cotswolds. 
Some of the hills were a challenge for the donkeys but when 
we came to steep hills everyone except the driver  got off the 
carriage and walked. On country lanes Nelson ran alongside 
the carriage. Of course, hills go down as well as up and the old 
adage is true 'Going up hill the donkeys sweat – going down 
hill the driver sweats'! 

Travelling through the network of country lanes at 2 mph was 
a special privilege. You see and hear so much that is just not 
possible to hear or see from a car. At Notgrove we had a 
warm welcome from Notgrove Holidays, one of our sponsors 
and in the next village of Kineton we had a ford to cross. This 
is very near the Cotswold Farm Park and Adam Henson (from 
Countryfile) came out to help us across the ford.  

Excitement mounted as we entered Wales but frustra on as 
well. The border is not a straight line and we found ourselves  

Arriving at St Melangell  

Mrs Polly Vacher MBE, Melhuish Farm, Wallingford Road, 
North Moreton,  OX11 9BA 

tel: +44 (0)1235 817554, mobile: +44 (0)7876 681669, 
 email: pvacher@aol.com 

weaving in and out of Wales  We have several different pho-
tos of  'Welcome to Wales'  signs!  The weather was warmer, 
but the donkeys thrived on the warmth even if the humans 
found it more s fling. 

On the last day nostalgia set in – we had had such an amaz-
ing experience we didn't want it to end. At St Melangell we 
had the warmest of welcomes and the donkeys' held their 
heads high as a clapping crowd awaited our arrival. As soon 
as the donkeys were se led in their field shelter Chris ne 
Browne (Vicar of St Melangell) held a moving service outside  

Adam Henson (Mikal Ludlow Photography) 
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COFFEE-BREAK QUIZ 
 
Bonfire Night Wordsearch 

We have a mystery prize this month for the 
winner of the Coffee-Break Quiz   To enter, simply solve the 
anagrams below to find thirteen words or phrases connected 
with November 5th. Twelve of these will appear in the 
Wordsearch. All we need is the name of the word or phrase 
which does not appear in the Wordsearch. 

Write down the name of the missing word (anagram and 
solu on), with your name, address and phone number, and 
place in an envelope marked 5th November Compe on in 
the Chronicle Box outside Vickery’s Hardware Shop. The first 
correct entry drawn on November 15th will win the prize. 

FEW ASK GUY            REPS LARK 

TOCKER            IF NO TUNA 

PEEP OFT FLEA            RICE RACK REF 

OLD PET GROWN UP            IN JAM KEGS 

NOSE ART            NORMAL DANCE 

WOK FIRER            HEREWITH EEL CAN 

FINE ORB  

OXFORD ZEZ NEWS 
In order to tackle the city’s pollu on prob-
lems and the climate change emergency, 
Britain's first Zero Emission Zone (ZEZ) 
pilot is set to launch in Oxford in February 
2022, with the registra on system for 
exemp ons and discounts going live in December 2021. 
The ZEZ pilot means pollu ng vehicles will be charged if driven in 
key city centre streets (‘the zone’) between the hours of 7am - 
7pm, seven days a week. The level of the charge will be depend-
ent on how pollu ng the vehicle is. Under the scheme, zero 
emission vehicles will not be charged to drive in the zone. 
The daily charges will be: 
• Zero-emission vehicles (0g/km CO2): £0 
• Ultra-low emission vehicles (less than 75g/km CO2): £2 per 
day from February 2022, rising to £4 per day from August 2025. 
• Clean Air Zone compliant or Low emission vehicles: £4 per 
day from February 2022, rising to £8 per day from August 2025. 
• Motorcycles and mopeds: £2 per day from February 2022, 
rising to £4 per day from August 2025 
Vehicles not mee ng the above standards: £10 per day from 
February 2022, rising to £20 from August 2025. 
The ZEZ pilot will work in a similar way to the London Conges on 
Charge and Ultra Low Emission Zone. Signs will be installed 
around the perimeter of the zone and on routes leading to it to 
no fy drivers of the ZEZ pilot. Automa c number plate recogni-

on (ANPR) cameras will be used to enforce the zone.  
The ZEZ pilot will allow both councils to gain useful experience 
and informa on before introducing a larger Zero Emission Zone 
covering most of Oxford city centre, subject to further public 
consulta on. 
Businesses, residents, and visitors are encouraged to visit the 
Zero Emission Zone website to understand how the scheme will 
affect them and to find out more about the daily charges. 
To get to this point, work has included trialling e-cargo bikes to 
Oxford's Covered Market, upda ng the Lord Mayor's car to a 
Nissan Leaf, installing rapid electric charging points for taxis and 
residents and the start of cable route works for UK's largest pub-
lic electric vehicle charging hub at Redbridge Park and Ride. 
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 DRAYTON HALL NEWS 
Tony Holmes 

 Hall con nues to get busier as groups have returned, and we now 
have a new group, the Ukelele players (Tuesday evenings). 
They’re not trying to get enough numbers for a whole orchestra, 
but they tell me they could find space for a couple more, if anyone 
wants to join in the prac ce. 
 Our Mar al Arts teacher has returned (Friday evenings), it’s called 
‘Shikidojo’ but you’d need to look it up (a self-defence disci-
pline).  And the Dance Fitness instructor (Laura, Friday evenings, 
but before the Mar al Arts!) tells me she has space for a couple 
more people – perhaps trying to shed any Lockdown pounds? 
 The Monday Badminton group have lost a couple of players 
(moved house, injury, etc) so by all means check them out.  They 
say:- Ladies Badminton, Monday evenings, would welcome any 
new players of Intermediate level, gentlemen also eligible! Con-
tact: kathyglass159@aol.com or Text to 07821 384969. 
 Oh, and our Pilates teacher (Alex, Tues 9.30am) tells me that her 
class is pre y well a ended, but she could squeeze in one or two 
more.    Anyone out there who does cra s, but would like some 
company?  Our cra  group (run by the local U3A) meets on the 
2nd Thursday (pm), on any session they might have folk doing 
needlework, kni ng, cards, jewellery, upholstery, all sorts.  Plenty 
of tea and bikkies too I believe.   
 What else?   Very few weekend slots le  between now and Xmas, 
but I guess anyone thinking of a kiddies party could check, just in 
case there’s a cancella on?  
 An ques Fairs resume on Nov 7th & Dec 5th,   and Kathy Head 
has her fundraiser cra  Fair on Sun Dec 12th, I think she’s fairly 
well stocked for Stalls, but you could give her a try – she’s very 
ac ve on the local Facebook with her work for the homeless.    

 

Drayton’s Defibrillator 

A defibrillator is sited at the Village Hall, Lockway. It’s on the 
porch wall to the right as you look at the main entrance. If 
you ever need to access it, the 999 call handler will give the 
code to open the box and get the things out, they are very 
easy to use and make such a difference,  There's an App 
called Save a Life which called Save a Life which shows you 
where the nearest defibrillator is to where you are. 

How to contact the clubs:  
for the Badminton group, please contact the group di-
rectly (to discuss playing experience etc) and for the 
others, please email bookings@draytonvh.co.uk and I’ll 
put them in contact.  

FIRST TUESDAY CONNECTIONS 

Are you feeling lonely, isolated or in need of some friendly 
company? Now, in these (s ll) COVID affected mes, the USU-
AL monthly tea and chat a ernoons have had to be suspended, 
BUT the ‘support group’ aspect is con nuing, by phone, with a 
volunteers rota calling round, at least once per week (and it is 
hoped to resume in person in December). 
If you’d like a chat , with a friendly sympathe c voice, please 
call either Ros on 535589 or Beryl on 531379 
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Walnuts...           We Cracked It!  

The table was set, the bun ng was up, and the band ready to 
play. The wind was strong and the cold was chilly, but that did-
n't stop our intrepid gardeners from digging in and plan ng all 
the plants we had bought to enhance our green. With the help 
of our jolly band, The Cat 'n Fiddle, who serenaded us with a 
selec on of Irish music, a great me was had by all. A lot of real-
ly helpful and cheerful people turned up, and though I really 
didn't think we would manage to get all the plants in, thanks to 
everyone's help, we made it. The Drayton wildlife group was a 
real help, and I can't begin to thank everyone else, from the 
people serving coffee and cakes, to everyone with their spades 
and trowels. Even the charming lady from the Post Office came 
over and offered to lend a hand. 

It was a lovely occasion, and many people from outside the vil-
lage stopped to admire the installa on and ask us what we were 
doing. A comment was that Drayton was lucky to have such an 
inspira onal team to enhance its rather boring bit of green 
space. From the kernel of an idea, great things can grow.. 
I'm going to suggest that we put up a li le plaque rela ng the 
significance of walnuts in Drayton's history. 
We will also install signs telling people not to park on the grass, 
so these, together with the walnuts and the plan ng, should do 
the trick of preserving the grassy areas. We will keep up the 
temporary fencing un l the plants are established, and though it 
slightly detracts from the impact of the installa on, it is neces-
sary for the me being. 
At the end of the morning, Andrew de Haan  gave a short 
speech and cut the ribbon to declare the installa on open. Well, 
actually it was string, as we didn't have a length of ribbon long 
enough, but nobody cared. It was the sense of occasion, and 
coming together that was the important thing. 
About the walnuts themselves, they are set into concrete bases, 
as I have explained before, and each one weighs 150 kilos, so 
unless you are a nu er and have a JCB, it would be a job to get 
one out, to say nothing of being slightly conspicuous in the pro-
cess. Some people say they thought the walnuts should be big-
ger, some people say they should be nearer the edge, some say 
they should be rougher, some say they should be further in. 
Some people say they shouldn't be there at all. So my answer to 
everyone is that we can never keep everyone happy, and we 
have done our best.  
I would like to thank the South Abingdon Landscape Services 
company for their good humour and willingness to give us a 
brilliant deal for the two days they did the garden installa on 
for us. By using our own volunteers, we cut the price of labour   

by a half, so that we could afford to spend more on the plants. 
The new soil has been planted with grass seed, so in the fullness 
of me, we should have a lovely green again. This me next year 
it will look amazing. 
Breaking news, breaking news, breaking news: 
Two people in the village, who would prefer to remain anony-
mous, have offered to shell out for more walnuts to complete 
the parts of the green that we couldn't afford to protect with 
Arts money funds. So thus far, we have a total of seven more in 
the pipeline. Andrew McKeown (the Sculptor—
andrewmckeown.com) said that he would be able to install 
them in the spring. Subject to council approval, I hope that this 
will become a reality. Really exci ng! If anyone else would like to 
"adopt a walnut", please let us know. 
We will be holding another village mee ng, probably in the vil-
lage hall, to discuss further plans for the village arts projects ear-
ly next year, so we will be taking votes on what art installa ons 
people would like next. More news shortly. 
 
Pervin Shahin, 
Councillor 
 
PS The village signs are under review, and more will be an-
nounced on progress on that front, hopefully in the next issue.  

The Cat ‘n’ Fiddle 

South Abingdon 
Landscape Services 
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More walnuts...  

1
  

2 

'My family and I could not be more im-
pressed with the new walnuts and 
plan ng on the village green. They look 
phenomenal and make the open space 
look wonderful! We would like to ex-
tend our thanks and apprecia on to 
councillor Pervin Shahin, the ar st, the 
plan ng company, volunteers and the 
Drayton Parish council for making it 
happen! Thank you so much for making 
our village more beau ful for many 
years to come!' 
Thank you and kind regards, 
Irma Schoonhoven 

Drayton is Different 
Other communi es wan ng to protect their 
grass verges do so by stringing up a row of 
boring old bollards. We, however, have 
walnuts. 
This harmless eccentricity is just another of 
the features which make Drayton such a 
deligh ul place in which to live. 
Andrew Bax, Henleys Lane 

I would like to say a big "Thank You" to 
Pervin and all her helpers who worked so 
hard plan ng out the shrubs on the village 
green. Along with the"Walnuts", a brilliant 
concept with a prac cal use it has given the 
village a face li  that it deserves. 
Shirley Thomas  

Walnuts created by 
Sculptor Andrew 

McKeown 
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