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CHRONICLE INFORMATION

The next Drayton Chronicle will be the March
issue edited by Tony Holmes. Tel.: 01235 531180
Deadline for .
contributions Printed
Chronicles
Issue .
available
Advert | Editor elnk
February l6th 19th 1st March
March 15th 18th 29th March

NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Contributions to and advertisements in the
Chronicle are very welcome. Please send us your
letters, reports from village clubs and societies,
articles, tips and advice, photos, suggestions etc.
Please always include your name, address, and
(in case clarification is needed) your phone
number. Without names, we will usually not
print an item at all. The editor reserves the right
to place, edit, shorten or even reject
contributions as required.

Please send your contributions by email to:
editor@draytonchronicle.net

Advertisement requests should be sent to:
advertising@draytonchronicle.net

If email is impossible, please place your
contribution, typed or handwritten, in the
Chronicle box outside Vickery's Hardware Store
on Drayton Green, or post to Vickery's. 5 The
Green, Drayton, Abingdon, Oxon. OX14 4JA. After
the deadlines, only urgent items will be
considered for inclusion and then only if
emailed, or delivered directly to the editor's
house, by the Wednesday following the
deadline.

ADVERTISING

Advertising charges: for single Block Advert
(approx. 9cm x 4.5 cm):-

Advertiser linsert 3 inserts 6 inserts 12 inserts
category

Drayton

resident £6 £16 £31 =
Non-Drayton ., g £37 £72

resident

Double-sized adverts (approx. 9cm X 9cm) are
charged at twice the above rates. All advertising
MUST be paid for in advance, either
electronically, in cash or by cheque made
payable to ‘The Drayton Chronicle’ and placed in
the box at, or sent to, Vickery's.

Requests for advertisements should (preferably)
be emailed to Stephen Fearnley, the Chronicle
advertising manager
(advertising@draytonchronicle.net), or

placed in the box at Vickery's. If you wish to
discuss your requirements, please phone
Stephen on 01235 531347.

Note: deadline for ads is the Friday before the
deadline for contributions (see top of page).

ROBERTS -~

ELECTRICAL k===

Domestic ® Commercial e Industrial

Electrical Hard Wire Testing
Domestic Electrical Reports
Landlords Certificates
Portable Appliance Testing
Re-wires Full or Part
Extra Power or Lighting Points
Electrical Showers Complete
Security Lighting, Fire & Intruder Alarms
LED & Low Energy Lighting Installations
Data & Telephone Wiring
TV & Home Entertainment Installations
e Heating Controls and Wiring
We are able to Part P/Building Control our electrical works

Office: 01235 528800 Mobile: 07786 930463
Windy Ridge Court, Milton Road, Drayton, Abingdon OX14 4EZ

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES

Stephen R. Matthews

50 Witan Way Wantage, OX12 9HB
Tel: 01235 766412
Mobile: 07796 532356
stephenmatthews.pgs@gmail.com

All kinds of work undertaken, including: .
» garden maintenance and restoration
« fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning

e hedge cutting, turfing

« fencing and landscaping.




ST PETER'S CHURCH

ST PETER'S LETTER

Rector: Revd Helen Kendrick
rector@damascusparish.org.uk
Pro-warden: Mrs Linda Johnson
lindajjcw@gmail.com
Administrator: Alison Bampton
admin@@damascusparish.org.uk
01235 847179

The church remains open daily {Sun-Sat, 10- 3pm}
All information is correct at time of going to press.

SERVICES INFORMATION

] Holy Communion
sunday 8:00am BCP - 3rd Sunday only
Sunday 9:30am | Regular Sunday service

) Holy Communion (Ist &
Thursday 9:45am 3rd Thurs)

) Celtic Morning Prayer
Thursday 9:45am (2nd & 4th Thurs)

PARISH REGISTER

Baptism
3rd December 2023 Jacob and Layla Tully.

YOU STAY WE PRAY

All are welcome to join us at St. Peter's for our
Christingle service on Sunday 28th January at
9.30 and our Ash Wednesday service which will
be held on 14th February at 7.30 pm.

This month both Ash Wednesday and
Valentine’s Day fall on the same day. The link
between the two can be summed up in terms of
the nature of real love.

Lent, beginning on Ash Wednesday, focuses on
learning to love God more, as we give Him space
in our lives. This is what Jesus found when He was
led into the desert by the Spirit to be tempted by
Satan. (Luke 4:1-13). Jesus was tempted to turn
stones into bread. Yet loving God and His word
comes before satisfying physical desires. Satan
tempted Jesus to worship him. However,
worshipping God is an expression of loving God
and serving Him. Finally, He was tempted to put
God to the test, by jumping off the Temple. Real
love for God does not put Him to the test, but
wants to obey Him.

Lent also teaches us how to live out the love of
God in practical ways, as we follow Jesus in the
way of the Cross. We see this clearly
demonstrated in the life and death of Saint
Valentine. Valentine was a Christian who
demonstrated the importance of sharing God's
love with others. We know little about him, except
that he was a priest who lived in the 3rd Century
AD and that he was martyred on 14th February.
Emperor Claudius felt that soldiers in the Roman
Army were distracted from their duty by their
wives, and so had attempted to outlaw marriage.
It is believed that Valentine married couples in
secret, which is why today we celebrate love on
his day. In trying to understand the meaning of
her revelations from God, Julian of Norwich found:
‘What, do you wish to know your Lord’s meaning
in this thing? Know it well, love was His meaning.’

The Reverend Helen Kendrick, Rector of the
DAMASCUS Parish

Knit & Natter
14:00 | No need to be a knitter, if
you'd just like a natter.

First
Monday

Monday 19:30 | Bellringing practice

First 1430 First Tuesday Connections
Tuesday ’ All welcome for a cuppa & chat
Wednesday Pebbles Baby & Tc?ddler

. 10:00 | For more information contact:
(term time)

Draytonpebbles@hotmail.com




Local English Tutot

Hello, my name’s Andrew and I'm a new English tutor in
Drayton. An English teacher with vears of experience in

selective independent schools, an A Level examiner, PhD
candidate and published author, I'd be delighted to help
vou with the following:

11+ and 13+ entrance exams

GCSE, 1B, and ALevel gy

Oxbridge preparation ‘cé’ m]affﬂ L2

A Q ) 6 Mo

UCAS personal statements ;{»\ 1
Q.{

o Adultlearners and creative writers

I can offer enjoyable and engaging ndividual or
group sessions, in-person or online, with all learning
tallored to your needs.

For a free consultation please contact me:

AndrewTheTutorl 00@ gmail.com 07821417729

A.L.VICKERY AnND SON

Hardware and much more

Keys Cut whileyouwait,
cookshop, housewares,

tools,gardening... o
...you'll save money, time )
And mileage when you try

/Uv U’ 5 The Green, Drayton,
5 Abingdon OX14 4JA
Telephone 01235 531497

Just park outside!
OPEN Monday to Saturday

9:30am — 1pm and 2pm — 5pm. Lunch 1pm to 2pm

HAVE YOUTRIED OUR ~ FREE RANGE EGGS?

DRAYTON SUTTON|COURTENAY
BROOK FARM
Brook Farm, Milton Road
OX14 4EZ STEVENTON MILTON
OPENING HOURS

Mon to Sat - 9.00am to 1.00pm Except Friday 9.00am to 6.00pm
FREE RANGE EGGS, & POTATOES (if available)

K. L. YATES BUILDERS

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING SERVICES

Extensions and Alterations
Property Maintenance
Kitchens and Bathrooms MASTER
- BUILDERS
Carpentry and Tiling tmb.org.uk

Call RICHARD for an estimate on
01235 531275 or mobile 07788 738248

Mery| computer doctor & tutor

technical expertise with the human touch

Setup PC, Apple, tablet, phone, internet, printer
Fix  technical & user problems, hig or small
Learn getting started, new skills, better ways

07794 656607

info@computertutorabingdon.co.uk ~
www.computertutorabingdon.co.uk

Suzy Willis & Associates
MCSP HCPC AACP
CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPISTS
Old Lodge, Henleys Lane, Drayton,

0X14 4HU
Tel: 01235 531269

Please call for a face to face or remote
consultation

DANES/MACE STORE

Mon-Sat Sam-8pm — Sun & Bank Hols 6am-6pm
FOR ALL YOUR PAPERS, MAGAZINES,
GROCERIES, FROZEN FOODS,
CARDS, OFF LICENCE and
SAVOURY SNACKS.

Co-op groceries are also
available for sale here.
Small bakery cakes, biscuits and
Fresh sandwiches
Now WITH PAYPOINT /
FP TeEL: 01235 554813 b

PayPoint
E: danes.stores@agmail.com

KOGELS of Abingdon Limited

HOME EXTENSION SPECIALISTS
AND GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTORS

72 Steventon Road

Drayton

Tel: Abingdon (01235) 531200 Abingdon
Email: kogelsofabingdon@btconnect.com Oxon
www.kogelsofabingdon.co.uk 0OX14 4LD

Xz MINDER G

Serving Drayton and nearby villages
and towns for over 30 years
Professional yet personal care for your
pets and home when you’re away
info@keyminders.co.uk
www.keyminders.co.uk




DODDIE'S GRAND SLAM
CYCLE EVENT

The Story

Motor Neurone Disease (MND) is an appalling
disease that currently has very limited treatment
and no cure.

Doddie Weir, affectionately known as the Mad
Giraffe, died from MND in November 2022 but
not before the former Scotland rugby
international and British Lion had brought MND
into the public conscience and had inspired
millions of supporters and fellow MND sufferers.
Rob Burrow described his first meeting with
Doddie as like joining a new team with an
inspirational skipper.

Another who has been inspired by Doddie is local
man Rob Drury-Dryden from Drayton. Rob is a
former rugby player and was immediately drawn
to the cause to find a cure for MND. Encouraged
by a cycling friend Rob joined a group of riders
cycling to Edinburgh in 2019 where he met
Doddie for the first time. Since then Rob has
started to cycle seriously and has completed a
number of events to support Doddie's charity -
My Name’'5 Doddie Foundation.

The Event

In just a few weeks Rob will be undertaking the
biggest of his challenges to date. He will be
cycling from Murrayfield in Edinburgh to the
Stadio Olimpico in Rome with the match ball for
the Cuttitta cup that will be played between ltaly
and Scotland as part of the 6 Nations Rugby
Championship. Rob and his 15 team mates have
decided that just cycling to Rome from Scotland
is a little tame so they are visiting each of the 6
nations rugby stadia. This means that the group
will cycle 3000Km in 8 days across 6 countries.

As a local, and the route planner, for the group
(who are called Dodd1e’'5 Gr4nd S7am team)
Rob has made certain that the cyclists will be
passing through Drayton as they ride from the
Principality Stadium in Cardiff to Twickenham in
London on 2nd March. This is a wonderful
opportunity to see the riders as they pass
through the village and also show support for
one of our own on this epic journey.

It is hoped that some of the team wiill be able to
stop and those rugby fans amongst us could
meet former internationals Roger Baird, Huw
Davies and Paul Volley who are riding with Rob.

More Information

If you want to find out more about this event and
the fund raising the Doddl1e’5 Gr4nd S7am team
are doing please follow Rob and the team via the
website https://www.doddiesgrandslam.com/
where you will find links.

You will also find via the website a link to an
initiative called Race 2 Rome where schools and
clubs are signing up to a virtual ride to Rome - it
will be very similar to what Rob and the team are
doing except without the hills, the wind, the rain
and the lack of sleep! It would be fantastic if you
can get involved.

Rob Drury-Dryden

Dodd1e’5 Grdnd S7am Team

Scan for all the info on our 3000km Scotland to Rome
cycle challenge & donate via Just Giving

i
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https://www.doddiesgrandslam.com/
https://www.doddiesgrandslam.com/
mailto:reldd@icloud.com

éﬂ mechanics
L4

Family-run
automotive garage

MOTs, servicing, repairs & more

Unit 6, Station Yard, Steventon, Oxon, 0X13 6RX

Tel - 01235635330
Email - office@povallmechanics.com
Web - www povallmechanics.com

Sharman Roofing
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist
tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,

new builds, re-roofs, extensions,
maintenance & sheds

all work considered, call Mark on

07979 791075
msharmanroofing@gmail.com

LA FOHTAHA

Jalian Restaur rant & Acc ommodatig,,

Authentic Italian restaurant with a
covered garden terrace &
licensed Wedding venue

Opening times
Monday-Saturday 5.30pm last orders 8.45pm
Closed on Sundays (private function on request)
Wakes from 10 am Monday - Saturdays
Take aways available
Website www.La-Fontana.co.uk
Telephone 01235 868287

’gosw S ./Jat’l c[)oclqe 03-

n f,Z)’zaqton
| am open Monday to Friday 9.30 - 2.30.
Please ring or message me on 07842848784
Or find me on Facebook
by searching for Rosie’s Hair Lodge.

L H GOODWIN professional decorator.
Our services include both domestic and
commercial painting and decorating.

We are fully insured and all work guaranteed
25 years’ experience — References available.
For a free estimate please call Leigh on
07789873483 or visit my website

www.lhgoodwin.co.uk

EE ‘ F
B Martin Hudson Flooring
Hudsonmartin@hotmail couk | 0759019229\

Martin Hudson
Floor Layer

Carpet, Vinyl, Lino & Luxury VN

g “‘Jy

The Back Pain Centre
Dr Amanda Learoyd
Dr Emily White
Dr Hayley Biddle
Chiropractic relief from:
* Back pain & sciatica

* Frozen shoulder I. FREE / ‘
* Neck, shoulder & arm pain | SPIN

*Tennis/golfer's elbow ASSESSM

* Headaches & migraines \

* Knee & ankle pain Free Parking
* Arthritis & postural problems

* Chronic pain

Sports Therapist

Spinal Analysis Machine

Recognised by all health insurance Companies: BUPA - PPP - AXA
4C Deanes Close Steventon 0X13 6SZ

mfo@steventonbackpaincentre.co.uk

REE
DoJaNG X 72
CLASS!

Boét fitness, improve confidence and learn self-defence
at our family Soo Bahk Do (Korean Karate) club!

TUES : 7pm (Mixed inc adults)
FRI : 4.30pm (Little Ninjas 4-5yrs) | 5.10pm (Kids 6-12yrs)

MARTIAL ARTS & FITNESS

6pm (Mixed inc adults)

Contact Sabrina: dojangx@gmail.com | 07938537310
DOJANGX.COM

McGahan Lees Irish Dance Academy
TRADITIONAL IRISH DANCE LESSONS

CONTACT ASHLEIGH 07375878445
CHILDREN 4+ WELCOME

FREE TASTER SESSIONS
AVAILABLE



DISTRICT COUNCIL
REPORT

Joint Local Plan Consultation

One of the most significant responsibilities of the
District Council is that of planning. The Local Plan
is the framework around which planning in the
Vale is built. Many aspects of it are driven by
requirements imposed by central Government,
but we get to set the overall direction and theme
under those requirements; it's one of the most
crucial documents we ever get to write and pass
into regulations.

We're doing it in consultation with South
Oxfordshire (which is why it's now a Joint Local
Plan, to avoid clashes and redundancy, and to
ensure it's all robust. It should govern planning
here until 2041.

Different options have been drawn up and the
idea is that we meet those imposed
requirements, meet the needs of our residents,
protect and restore nature, and help address the
climate emergency simultaneously. This is
obviously going to be a challenge, which is why
we need to hear from you - if we want to meet
the needs of our residents, we have to hear the
voices of our residents.

The consultation will run for six weeks, closing at
11.59pm on 21 February 2024. For more
information, visit www.southandvale.gov.uk/JLP

There are also options to see and use paper
copies in libraries and at the Council offices, and
a number of drop-in events.

Flooding and SESRO

Whilst flooding is primarily covered by the
County Council (OCC), and the floodwaters
should hopefully have receded by the time you
read this, residents affected by flooding can also
potentially apply for government funding
themselves on the gov website.

This does link into the ongoing South East
Strategic Reservoir Option (SESRO) battle.
Remember that a key missing piece of
information is that SESRO is to be built on the
floodplain that is used to drain waters away from
our towns and villages? Thames Water have yet
to share their new modelling that they claim
shows that this will hnow somehow not have a
negative effect (unlike all previous modelling for
it over the past 25 years, which invariably pointed
to a “red” risk of increased flooding in Abingdon
and the surrounding villages).

For background, this is the area covered by flood
warnings on the 5th of January this year.

A huge chunk of that orange area would be
under the mega-reservoir and its massive earth-
walls. The water that otherwise should drain
there (and build up there in this warning) has to
go somewhere — so the floods we did see could
easily be much worse (and more frequent).

Meanwhile, at the last Council meeting in
December, we passed a motion opposing SESRO
unanimously. Key takeaways were that we're
requesting a meeting with the Secretary of State
on a non-partisan basis with the MPs for Oxford
West and Abingdon and for Wantage, GARD,
CPRE, and the County Councillors affected as
well as ourselves, to discuss the issues ignored by
Thames Water to date and overall options for
governance of the water system — because the
latter could be crucial.

This is because water transfers — which are
essential in the future and to create a long-
needed National Grid of water — will need a
governing authority to require the water
companies to work together (they don't trust
each other at the moment, which is potentially
behind their resistance to the simpler, cheaper,
more flexible, faster, and far more resilient water
transfer schemes).

We're also requesting that the “RAPID" process
be paused until the flaws and absent reports are
addressed.

New Vale wards

The Local Government Boundary Commission
are reviewing ward boundaries for Vale of White
Horse. They're holding a consultation until 18th
March 2024 and you can have your say at
https//www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/vale-white-
horse

Cost of Living

If you require help, here are the details for the
Community Hub: 01235 422600 and email at
communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk

Andy Cooke



http://www.southandvale.gov.uk/JLP
https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/vale-white-horse
https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/vale-white-horse
mailto:communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk

LETTER FROM
WESTMINSTER

4

| know it has been a difficult start to the year for
some local residents with the flooding that we
have seen across the constituency. | have been in
contact with the Environment Agency
throughout and will be meeting with them to
discuss the recent flooding and our flood
defences, as well as with the Council about the
measures they can take to prevent flooding.
Please email me if you have anything that you
would like me to raise with them.

| know that of particular concern has been the
flooding on the A417. | have written to the
Council about this many times and have pushed
them again to do the work that they had planned
to do on this and other roads. | also visited local
businesses like Mellor's Garage and Vale
Hydrotherapy in East Challow to talk about their
experiences in the recent floods, how | can help
and what more needs to be done. Mellor's in
particular have been losing a lot of business while
the road remains flooded so do support them
and others affected if you can.

If you or someone you know has had their home
or business affected by flooding, which | hope
you did not, there is Government support
available to help people recover. This support will
be provided through local councils who will
announce further details on eligibility and how to

apply.

Please do complete my Local Roads Survey to
share your experiences and thoughts with me
about the issues on our roads, currently on my
website at www.david-
johnston.org.uk/RoadsSurvey. The more
responses we receive, the better data we have to
push for change.

From now until 31 March, working parents can
get an HMRC code that will entitle them from
this April to the first 15 free hours of childcare for
their 2-year-olds. Visit
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk for more
information. | am very proud to be overseeing
this rollout, which is the biggest ever investment
in childcare, as the Minister for Children, Families
and Wellbeing.

Men’s Sheds are community workshops which
are doing great work across the country to tackle
loneliness amongst men. é
P
LE

| visited one of our very own Men'’s Sheds in
Sutton Courtenay to meet with founder Jon and
talk to its users — who all said how much it is has
helped them. They are based in the grounds of
the Abbey at Sutton Courtenay, and you can
contact them at info@shedoxford.co.uk if you
would like to get involved.

Speaking of the Abbey, they have recently
recruited a very experienced French chef who is
producing delicious food for visitors, which | was
pleased to try on my visit there. Find out more at
https://theabbey.uk.com.

As ever, if | can help with anything then do please
get in touch via
david.johnston.mp@parliament.uk.

David Johnson

S@AL

ENERGY GROUP '

eSecurity
eElectrical
e Audio Visual

* Lighting

@ www.sealenergygroup.co.uk

e info@sealenergygroup.co.uk

O 01235376000 @O mfr==e

Fabulous themed picnic, teepee and bell tent sleepover parties

Sarah Coombes
Q7779 300054
peony_parties@outlook.com

00

www.peonyparties.co.uk



http://www.david-johnston.org.uk/RoadsSurvey
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PARISH
COUNCIL REPORT

Footpaths and Bridleways

It will come as no surprise to anyone in this
village that we have had very wet weather and
that some footpaths have been turned into
impassable muddy messes. We are aware that
there has been considerable surface water on
Footpath 29 (past the old scrapyard) at points
beyond where the footpath was resurfaced a
couple of years ago. This will be given attention.

Please let the Parish Council (PC) know if you are
concerned about other footpaths by emailing:
clerk@draytonpc.org

Walnut Meadows

This is taking up much of the PC's effort and the
ongoing issues cannot be fun for the residents of
WM. With the exception of the planting of a
wetland wildflower meadow, Miller Homes have
completed Phase 1 of the landscaping works, i.e
replaced dead trees and hedging. The wildflower
meadow will be planted in the Spring.

Negotiations are ongoing to agree the legal
transfer of the land identified for the sports
facility from Miller Homes to the PC. This has
been, in part, held up by the PC wanting an
undertaking that it will not be responsible for
costs to bring the some roads up to standard for
adoption by the County Council and clarification
of future maintenance costs. The PC thinks it is
important to protect village resources from
maintenance costs in the future.

Once the PC is satisfied with their future
liabilities, the transfer the land will be completed.
The next step will then be to complete the
archeological survey requested as part of the
planning conditions.

The PC's Programme Manager is currently
involved in drawing up a detailed design and a
business plan for the sports facilities.

We are planning to hold a consultation with the
village in the near future. This has taken longer
than planned. The PC is well aware that sports
facilities were an intrinsic part of the original
planning permission for this site. Quite frankly
this programme has been held up by Miller
Homes' delayed compliance to the terms of the
planning permission. We have tried to hold them
to account to make sure that the land is ready for
handover in a state fit for the development of the
sports facilities but this has taken years.

Manor Farm

At the PCs request, Cala have now implemented
the missing path from the public open space at
Manor Farm. However, the repairs to the
perimeter path are still unsatisfactory with
membrane exposed in parts. The PC will also be
ensuring that a review of the Hemlock takes
place in early spring. We are really hoping that
Cala can remove remaining Hemlock by hand
pulling as we are well aware of the
environmental effects of wide-scale chemical

spraying.
The Dovecote

The PC has been contacted by a representative
from Bloor Homes to improve biodiversity on the
site. We have been offered a number of bird
boxes. Whilst these are always useful, we think
that there should be effort to replace some of the
dead planting on the site, and improve the
variety and quantity of planting. Bird boxes are
great but we take the view that we can do a lot
more to attract birds and wildlife to the area. The
PC will be attending a meeting with Bloor
Homes to discuss.

Traffic calming

A productive meeting took place with Milestone
(OCC's Highway contractor) in early December. A
number of traffic calming measures will now be
taken forward to the design stage. A further
meeting is planned for this month to review
designs and costs. These plans include work on
the Walnut Meadows junction, the crossing by
Manor Farm and a crossing on the High Street.
The PC has requested that the Vehicle Activated
sign on the High Street is replaced. It has been
broken for years. We don't have a date for when
the new device will be installed.

Defibrillator

An additional defibrillator is to be placed at the
side of the Red Lion pub. The PC is now
consulting with the District Council to ensure
that there is permission to place this on a listed
building.

Parking on the High Street

The PC has been made aware of parking on the
High Street by contractors who are working on
the Halls Close development. There have been
several ‘near misses' as the visibility for those
entering High Street from Church Lane is often
really impaired. Andy Cooke , District Councillor,
has been asked to take this up with the District
Council.

Elaine Wade



mailto:clerk@draytonpc.org

COUNTY
COUNCIL REPORT

Happy New Year!
Flooding

In 2007, more than 100 homes in Abingdon had
to be evacuated, some for more than a year.
Problems with insurance companies and the
overstretched environment agency were
compounded by confusion over who was
responsible for what. While some of those
problems were addressed, the volunteers in the
flood group began work on clearing Sandford
Brook from Tescos to the Thames.

Clearing the debris and removing the dams
caused by supermarket trolleys, bicycles,
collapsed trees and branches and the like, it was
not long before the brook was flowing clear and
fast. Within a year, the gravel bed was clear and
to date there has been no repeat.

Unfortunately, memories fade. The flood group is
no longer operating for lack of volunteers. There
is not the same sense of urgency as there was
from 2007 to 2012. Flooding was more the
concern of people in Gloucester and Cumbria
than in Oxfordshire.

The recent heavy rain and local flooding have
reminded us that we may have been lucky.
Flooding is, of course, a regular occurrence in
Sutton Courtenay but the statistics around the
2023 rainfall suggest that it exceeded 2007
measurements by at least another 10%.

Photographs of the B4016 and Ginge Brook
suggest there is no room for complacency. Even
more significant are photographs of the
proposed land for the Hobbyhorse Lane
development (the appeal having been granted).

It becomes ever more important that the
drainage scheme for that development works
and works well. As the development goes
through the various stages of the planning
process, it is going to be vitally important that the
drainage plans are throughly challenged.

| would encourage all concerned residents to
respond to the consultation on the developing
South and Vale Local Plan 2041 to ensure that
Flooding is taken fully into account.

The six-week consultation began on 10/1 and will
run until midnight on 21/2 2024. Visit:
southandvale.gov.uk/JLP to find out more and
have your say.
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Other urgent news

The “call in” hearing of the Hifl planning
application begins on the 20th February at the
Bee House on Milton Park. This is likely to
continue for at least two weeks.

As a result of the recent Local Government
settlement, it seems likely that OCC is going to
have to find more than £10m of savings in order
to balance its budget.

In spite of it all....

Happy New Year

Richard Webber Clir

HALLS GARAGE

Established 60 years — Servicing and repairs
e MOT’s o Batteries e Diagnostic Facilities
e Vehicle Collection Service o All Makes and Models
(Milton Park, Drayton, Steventon, Culham,
Appletord, Sutton Courtenay)

The High Street, Sutton Courtenay, ABINGDON, OX14 4AH
Tel: 01235 848236 @ Mobile 07767165072
mothallsgarage(@gmail.com
Open 06:30 to 18:00 Mon-Fri

Pr&Clean

Housekeeping & Ironing Services

Sue Oliver
OCX NP o

Fully Insured & all Staff are DBS checked.
All equipment & cleaning products supplied.
Call now or email for a quotation
East Way, Drayton, Abingdon - Tel: (01235) 468402
Email: sue@hsoliver.co.uk

Larkmead ®#
e

VETS

Caring for pets, horses & farm animals throughout South Oxon

Didcot, Great Western Park
& Sutton Courtenay: 01235 814991

Cholsey & Benson: 01491 651379

Horses & Farm Animals: 01491 651479

www.larkmead.co.uk [ B




LOCAL GROUPS
AND CLUBS

Before Christmas, we had a Bee-utiful talk by Mr
Busby the local Bee man.

Mr Busby was interested in the keeping of bees
since childhood, when no pesticides or chemicals
were used. We learned, if bees aren't happy they
will simply leave the hive and go somewhere else.

He shared the different types of bees:

» Solitary bees; which are ground bees,
harmless, and move around as a family

« Bumble bees; where there are 25 varieties,
they don't bite, and don't collect for honey.

» Masonary bees; which live in holes in the
walls and keep away wasps.

* Honey bees; with 250 varieties in the United
Kingdom.

» Black bees; the only protected bee.

The different jobs bees have:

e Male bees do the housework

* Female bees do the shopping which means
collecting the pollen

e Queen bee is looked after and likes it clean

And the importance of flowers:

» Bee keepers like to know which flowers etc
the bees are eating as it makes the honey
tastes different.

» Bees find honey by sight as they have five
eyes so they can see infrared and ultra violet.
They look for certain colours in flowers as blue
and purple have the most nectar ie plants like
lavender will always attract the most bees.

As well as a huge host of other facts:

e There are 50-60 thousand bees in a colony in
the summer but in the winter the males die

e They can fly nearly three miles from the hive

* They are also very faithful to the Bee keeper
because if he dies the hive has to be told!!

* Honey is a good anti inflammatory, anti
microbial and promotes health body tissue, as
well as protect against colds.

This was a short summary of an interesting talk
where we learnt bees are a very complicated
insect but are needed in our gardens. All the
honey is local and Mr Busby can be found at
Didcot and Abingdon Farmers market.

Lisa Lammiman, Chairman
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DRAYTON TABLE TENNIS CLUB

As reported in the December

issue this season's Bidmead

Cup competition saw our

team being drawn away to

Wallingford. Having finished T
runners up last season we are E\
hoping for the chance to improve

this season.

It was a tough ask bearing in mind

the Wallingford teams are currently first in both
of the top 2 divisions. Our team of Matt Davies,
Daniel Gifford, and Fred Marlin were given the
task. | am very pleased to report that the team
won through by a score of 358 points to 347
points. So, the team is now into the quarter-finals
stage. There is the possibility of a bye through to
the semi-finals, this being due to an anomaly and
the draw system.

In the Didcot league, our six teams continue to
fare very well. The Artisans lie third in Division
One, the Buzzards 3rd in division two and the
Corinthians 5th in that division. In division three
the Flamingos are third and the Eagles are 4th. |
had previously reported the Dingoes aren't faring
so well as our five other teams. However, their
fortunes have turned around somewhat and they
are a number of points clear at the foot of
division, with three teams now below them.

We are hopeful that at least one of our teams can
finish in the top two of their respective Divisions
but there is a long way to go as we are only just
passed the halfway point of the season. We have
our fingers crossed although obviously not at the
same time as playing.

John Gould, Chairman

'‘DOJANGCX' KARATE GROUP

Our Drayton students have started 2024 strong
with martial arts rank promotions!

Rank promotions are a significant
accomplishment. Students are rewarded for their
hard work and commitment towards improving
their health and fitness goals, along with
character building and learning valuable self-
defence skills.

Our Drayton club offers classes for all the family
in a friendly and supportive environment.

Our family class (6+ yrs old) is on Tuesdays at 7pm
and Fridays at opm. We also offer kids-specific
classes catered to age. These are: Little Ninjas (4-
Syr olds) at 4.30pm on Fridays. Kids Class (6-12yr
olds) at 5.10pm on Fridays.

Sabrina Mistry
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REMLOC PLUMBINGE HEATINELTD

Trading Standards Approved
Gas Safe & CIPHE Registered
» Central Heating Installation e Boiler Servicing
» General Plumbing e No Job too Small
» Free Estimates
01235 536345 / 07709 961 655

www.remloc.co.uk / email: info@remloc.co.uk

AN
EVERLAST ROOFING
SERVICES
New Roofs e All Flat Roofs # Tiling & Slating
Demossing Chimney ¢ Repairs & Pointing
Facias & Guttering * All Repairs ® 24/7 Call Out
No job too small

01235 612576 Checkatrade 07553 911258
quote@everlastroofingservices.co.uk

Harwell, Abingdon ¥
Oxon, OX14 4DP 5
01235 831247 4

® Local Vegetables and Veggie Box
4 * Free Range Poultry & Fresh Meat
B ¢ Dairy products
/| e Bread and Cakes
e Condiments
! /* ® Open from 8 am to 6 pm

Phone: 01235 831247

Email: theoldfarmshop@aol.com

ANDY BRYAN BUILDERS

For all types of building work from a
reliable local company

Extensions, Alterations, Kitchens & Bathrooms,
Carpentry, Decorating, Patios, Plastering,

Roofing, Brickwork and Plumbing

I MOB: 07905386150 !
ety ~R
S

Fun and Imaginative Dance Classes

oom %, for Children 2-16 years

Dpee” Book for a Free Taster Session!
Thursdays (@ Steventon Village Hall
Wednesdays (@Northcourt Centre, Abingdon
Email: bettybloomdance@gmail.com

Website for more information: beftfbloomdance.co.ul{
Mobile: 07785 232862

f_
DRAYTON TELEVISION SERVICES
Digital TV aerials installed Extra aerial points
New TV Sales

FREE ESTIMATES

Television Wall mounting
Satellite Sky or Freesat

TV tuning and programming

Telephone: 01235 531451

L

YOUR LOCAL GARAGE
Servicing all makes and models of vehicles.
Diagnostics. General Repairs,
Tyres, Exhaust, Air Conditioning, MOT’s

TO-C
OXFORD LTD

www.autocheckoxfordltd.com
autocheckoxfordltd/@gmail.com
Unit 3, Cuebar Court, Lashford Lane, Dry
Sandford,
OX13 6EB.
01865 730011
Courtesy cars available
Free collect and delivery service

Milton Garden Machinery Ltd

Delivery & Collection service available
Please call or email for a quotation
We repair all types of petrol driven machinery.
Main dealers for: Alko, Atco, Briggs Stratton, Countax,
Cub Cadet, Echo, Efco, Hayter, Lawnflite, Mitox,
MTD, Murray, Toro, Westwood, Wheelhorse.
We repair Stihl and Honda machines too.
Windyridge Farm, Milton Road, Drayton, Abingdon,
OX14 4EZ Tel: 01235 555115
Email: paul@miltongardenmachinery.co.uk
www.miltongardenmachinery.co.uk
Established for over 30 years
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griffin interiors

...soft furnishing solutions...
Interiors and soft furnishings workroom located in
Appleford making quality handmade curtains,
pelmets, blinds, cushions, alterations.
Headboards, loose-covers and upholstery.
Poles, tracks and fitting service.
Design studio with extensive library of
fabrics and trimmings.

Fabrics and curtain making materials available
for home curtain makers.

20 years experience. Off street parking.
Flexible opening hours.

01235 847135/07808 762626
griffin.interiors.oxford@gmail.com
www.griffininteriorsoxford.co.uk

ABINGDON
@7 ROOFING

TEL: 01235 239631

flat roofing specialists. tile repairs. Fascias, moss

removal, guttering, leadwork, felt roofs. 10,15,20,
year guarantees supplied with all roofing works
GET IN CONTACT FOR YOUR FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 01235 239631

EMAIL: abingdonfeltroofing@outlook.com

Web:Abingdonfeltroofing.co.uk

Proud members of

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters

Town Furlong
Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864
www.townfurlong.co.uk

g A. GIBBARD

HIGH QUALITY INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
PAINTING AND DECORATING

TEL: 01235528342 MOBILE 07759 842388
\ 78 STEVENTON ROAD, DRAYTON

N

/
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Tonks Brothers

Funeral Directors

Abingdon & Kennington
158 Ock Street, Abingdon. OX14 5DT
Tel:01235 539444
197 Kennington Road, Kennington. OX1 5PG
Tel 01865 736144

www.tonksbrothers.com

@oud to be a family businesy

~rchitectural

P esign

~~ervices
Over 40 years experience in the Building Industry.
Plans and Specification prepared on Autocad for
Planning Permission and Building Regulations Approval
for all kinds of Building Work. Contact: Steve Lester

Mobile 07818-751526

stevelesterads@gmail.com

Drayton Post Office
Mon - Sun 9 — 6pm
& CONVENIENCE STORE
New management and opening hours
Open Mon - Sat 7 =10 pm Sun 8 — 10pm
9 The Green, Drayton, OX14 4JA
01235 531359

THE RED LION
DRAYTON

Deborah
and her team would like to
welcome you to the new,
improved Red Lion of Drayton.

Find us on Facebook and
Instagram to keep up to date

with all of our upcoming events.

Contact Deborah for any further
information on 07939023983




KATHERINE HOUSE: A
CALL FOR HELP

Katharine House Hospice provides specialist
palliative care for anyone over the age of 18 years

with an incurable illness across north Oxfordshire.

They're now calling on supporters to pledge their
support to the hospice this year and help ensure
it can carry on!

Whether people want to try something new, give
back to the commmunity, take on a challenge, be
more sustainable or get fit in 2024, the hospice
has an initiative for everyone.

As part of its ‘| Am Katharine House' campaign,
the hospice is asking supporters to visit
www.khh.org.uk/lamKHH and state what they
will be doing for Katharine House Hospice (KHH)
in 2024. They will then be added to a special KHH

pledge page.

Some of the simple ways someone could support
the hospice this year include putting some coins
in one of the KHH collection bucket, visiting a
shop, or making a one-off donation.

Or for those looking for something more on the
adventurous side, the hospice is offering people
the chance to take part in a host of bucket list
activities such as: a 100ft Extreme Abseil off the
tallest permanent abseil tower in the world; an
adrenaline raising 160ft bungee jump at Bloxham
Steam Rally; and an exhilarating skydive through
the clouds from 13,000ft!

Other challenges include an extreme bike ride
through the Cotswolds as part of Broughton
Sportive, the gruelling Blenheim Triathlon, a
100km walk through the picturesque Cotswold
villages and a hair-raising hike around some of
London's historic haunts.

Karen Welsh, KHH spokesperson said: “It takes
our whole community to keep the hospice going,
and everyone who supports us, be it through
fundraising, volunteering or working with us,
becomes part of the Katharine House family. The
| am Katharine House campaign aims to
encourage more people to join that family.

“It costs £12,995 every day to run Katharine House
and every single thing our supporters do, be it
big or small, helps us to raise these the vital funds
we need to care for people affected by life-
limiting illnesses.

How will you be Katharine House in 20247 Visit
www.khh.org.uk/lamKHH to find out more
about the 'l am Katharine House' campaign.

OPPORTUNITY: ARCH
READING HELPER

ARCh volunteers work one to one with selected
children in a primary school, close to their home
or workplace, providing personalised support to
boost confidence, build self-esteem and turn
around negative attitudes to reading.

We are looking for more people to join us in
making a real difference to children'’s lives.

All volunteers are vetted (including enhanced
DBS) and receive initial and ongoing training and
support as well as resources tailored to each
child.

If you would like to get involved as a volunteer or
supporter, or if you work in a school and are
interested in our service, please email
info@archoxfordshire.org.uk

THE WHEATSHEAF

W Seniors Menu
Tt £11:99 for 2 courses
‘f'}/)}ll‘”h\k\ Starters
Pork liver & Chicken Pate with onion chutney, salad & toast.
Garlic Mushrooms with salad

Mains
Fish & Chips served with garden peas or mushy peas with tartar
sauce & lemon.
Gammon Steak served with chips, garden peas, grilled tomato &
onion rings. Topped with pineapple & fried egg.

Steak & Ale Pie served with mash, garden peas & gravy
Pork loin with mushroom sauce served with chips & peas.
Bangers and Mash served with garden peas & gravy
Desserts - Ask your server
Visit us at www.thewheatsheaf.pub

Wednesday to Friday lunch time by
RESERVATION only. Otherwise closed until 3
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DOVECOTE DRAMA

{'"' 3
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The residents of The Dovecote, the new housing
estate just off the High Street, have voted
overwhelmingly to take control of the handover
process when Bloor Homes Ltd is ready to walk
away from the development.

This follows the residents being let down by Vale
of White Horse District Council, when they failed
to engage or inform residents that they had
issued a Certificate of Practical Completion to
Bloor Homes in April 2023.

Out of 140+ homes on the development, 102
homeowners voted (71% turnout) and 101 voted
(99%) to take control.

When the Residents’ Association informed Bloor
Homes of this outcome, the developer refused to
respect the views of the residents and re-
affirmed its intention of handing over the public
open space to FirstPort Ltd, which the residents
have explicitly stated they want to avoid.

Bloor Homes joins Vale of White Horse District
Council in failing miserably in treating their
customers fairly.

As a result of Bloor's rejection of residents’
wishes, the residents have now voted
unanimously to request an EGM be called of the
Management Company as soon as possible, with
a turnout of over 60% in a vote that only lasted 36
hours.

The chair of The Dovecote Residents’ Association
said “We have now submitted a request to the
Company Secretary to call an EGM of the
Management Company. The residents have
secured sufficient votes so there is clear
justification for that EGM to be called, Resident
Directors be elected and the residents should
then be able to take control of the Management
Company. But the Company Secretary (run by
Innovus, which is controlled by FirstPort) is
challenging the validity of this request.
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“This is a classic example of an industry
monopolised by one company, which attempts
to take advantage of consumers that typically do
not understand what they are getting into. Bloor
Homes and FirstPort is focused on giving the
residents, who are the most important
stakeholder, no choice in the way they manage
the public open space.

“What the public might not realise is that this is
all very incestuous. Bloor Homes has a strategic
relationship with FirstPort. FirstPort controls
Innovus, which provides company secretarial
services. Innovus is supposed to be representing
the members of the Management Company, for
which all homeowners are members of. But the
Company Secretary appears to be more
interested in protecting the money-making
opportunities for FirstPort after handover”.

The Residents' Association sees this as an
opportunity for all parties to learn lessons about
how to best represent residents in the way
Section 106 agreements are delivered. So far,
there is little evidence from Vale of White Horse
District Council, Bloor Homes or FirstPort in
wanting to improve.

Nigel Billingham

DANES: GOING ABOVE
AND BEYOND

Dear Editor,

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
Danes Newsagents. Recently my wife and | had
COVID and they were very helpful, including
delivering our paper for no cost.

That reminded me that during the COVID
epidemic they were also very kind and helpful,
not just to us, but also to others in the village. |
understand that they would deliver shopping
and hold on to items for customers when they
were in short supply. It was very much
appreciated. | wish them well.

Yours faithfully
Stephen Fearnley

STEVE WOODLEY
GENERAL HANDYMAN

STEVE WOODLEY
T:01235 533486
M: 07871 619028

WOODERS1964@ICLOUD.COM




CPPM LOCKSMITHS

Locked Out
Key Snapped
Keys Lost
Faulty Locks
Lock Upgrades
UPVC Locks
Emergency Locksmith — 24 Hour Service
www.cppm.org.uk
email: colinpizzie(@btinternet.com

Tel: 01235 239068 Mob: 07760 537147

VISA | &
We undertake projects of all shapes
E and sizes. We specialise in:
R & R Landscaping - Garden Maintenance

Richard and Ryan Seamark - Garden Clearance
randrlandscapingl2@outlook.com - Turf Laying
07565421637 / 07498399521 - Patios
Call or email us today! - Fencing

42 Ablngdon Road Drayton - And much more

Oxfordshire's best source of
reclaimed wood

We care for our environment and transform fivag

One stop wood shop for your DIY projects.
Good quality hard and soft wood in many
sizes. Scaffold boards, pallet wood, plywood,
live edges and fabulous range of reclaimed
wood furniture.

Find us at 4 Suffolk Way, Abingdon, OX14 5JX
j Tel: 01235 861 228 OXFORD
\\\\KKAR“VC " www.oxfordwoodrecycling.org.uk 23 . WOOD

~' Communlly

f Local Dog Walking
| will walk and feed your
dog while you are out
Instagram: pawsome_walkiesx

Email: pawsomewalkies5@gmail.com

K Phone: 07493830191
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NEED A PLUMBER FOR
THE SMALL JOBS? 07526 304050
5 STAR SERVICE % % % * taps-toilets.co.uk

A
COOMBES

Home Improvements

ELECTRICAL e KITCHENS e BATHROOMS

m 07827 258818

e dean@coombeshomeimprovements.co.uk

www.coombeshomeimprovements.co.uk

RN ovford
.. WINDOW REPAIR
COMPANY

The Wooden Window Renovation Specialists

Flaking paint and cracked putty on your wooden windows and cills?

‘We specialise in repair and renovation to give your windows
anew lease of life!
‘We cut out rotten wood and replace with new timber.
‘We replace failed single/double glazing
Combined with modern & traditional paint solutions to give an
excellent finish inside and out

‘We are accredited suppliers and installers of Fineo© Vacuum Glazing

‘We also specialise in wood treatments, oils, stains and varnishes
Maintenance contracts & references are also available for peace of mind

All work guaranteed

Call us for your free estimate 07880 560 403
www.oxtordwindowrepair.com

¢ SP COURIER SERVICES
i
‘MOVING ASSISTANCE’

House - Flat — Apartments — Office
FURNITURE MOVED / TRANSPORTED
COLLECTIONS - DELIVERIES
Tel 07721 679487




GARD NEWSLETTER

At the time of writing (15th December) the
Secretary of State for DEFRA (Stephen Barclay)
has not made any decision on Thames Water's
reservoir plans. So there is still time for you and
our MPs to influence his decision.

If you sent your complaints to Thames Water in
the consultation, and you feel that they have not
answered your points, or you want to write
against the new, larger, project, then we urge you
to follow GARD'’s example and write to the
Environment Agency and/or Ofwat and complain
about TW's attitude. This is the best way to get
your point across now (before EA and Ofwat
produce their advice for Stephen Barclay).

Email your complaint to:

Environmental and water quality issues:

o water.resources@defra.gov.uk or Water-
Company-Plan@xn--environmentagency-
0z2j.gov.uk

Costs to customers, leakage and water efficiency
issues:

o wrmp@ofwat.gov.uk

Don't forget to copy in your MP.
Support from Councils and other organisations

Oxfordshire County Council have written to
DEFRA citing unresolved issues from the
consultation (see above), as have Steventon
Parish Council and CPRE.

There was good support for the anti-reservoir
demonstration, organised by East Hanney and
Steventon's county and district councillor, Sally
Povolotsky, at East Hanney, outside the Thames
Water ‘drop-in’ event on the Reservoir on 10th
November. Inside the drop-in, it was the usual
‘brochure stuff from TW, no proper details of the
design, or about the 10-plus years of disruption,
but lots of pictures of butterflies and birds in
unspecified locations.

GARD remain absolutely convinced that there will
be major damage to biodiversity by the reservoir
project. We are taking legal advice on whether
Thames Water's Environmental Assessment of
the project, which we know to be flawed and
biased, is actually illegal, not meeting the
standards set down by the government.

Both the County Council and the Vale of White
Horse have passed unanimous council motions
re-affirming opposition to the Reservoir, asking
for talks with the Secretary of State, and for the
reservoir plans to be suspended until issues have
been resolved.
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GARD supports these calls. Thanks to those
councillors who proposed and seconded the
motions: at the County, it was:

» Sally Povolotsky and deputy Council Leader,
Peter Sudbury

* At the Vale it was Robert Clegg (Marcham
District Councillor) and Andy Cooke (Drayton
District Councillor)

Details for contacting your MP

» If your MP is David Johnston, Wantage
(covering Grove, Steventon, East and West
Hanney, East and West Hendred, Ardington,
Drayton, Garford, Marcham, Milton, and Sutton
Courtenay) you can contact him at
david.johnston.mp@parliament.uk

» Ifyou live in Abingdon, you can support your
MP Layla Moran's opposition —and seek her
support layla.moran.mp@parliament.uk

Please copy gard.secretary@gmail.com into any
correspondence.

See the website for developments:
https://www.abingdonreservoir.org.uk/

Derek Stork
Chairman GARD

MOSSINATOR®

ROOF CLEANING SYSTEMS

Moss Removal & Roof Cleaning

Patio & Driveway Cleaning

Render & Brickwork Cleaning

Solar Panel & Skylight Cleaning ¢!

Installation of Bird Protection '
"‘-\ijmney Cowl Fitting

4
-

Enhance the appearance Qf yourproperty-with our quality
assured friendly service
info@maossinator.co.uk= 01865362797
i



mailto:david.johnston.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:layla.moran.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:gard.secretary@gmail.com
https://www.abingdonreservoir.org.uk/

NEW YEAR, NEW ROUTE

With the dawn of the new year comes a surge of fresh habits, and a popular one is running! Whether
you're a seasoned runner or a newcomer here are some of the best routes in and around Drayton.

Had

S
2
2
<
aon Roag
Q. o

10km

Drayton road

winon Ro%

Ad4

Milton :
Park

6M5

o \1i (101 lnitenc ‘u.._n‘,v._

Kick off your run with the trusty 3k route - flat,
sometimes muddy, and a medley of road and trail.
It's the go-to pick if you're hankering for a quick
countryside fix. If mud isn't your thing, the 5k

route sticks to footpaths and roads, ensuring a
clean and straightforward run. And for those
craving a bit of everything, the 10k route combines
footpaths with fields, delivering that perfect mix of
urban and countryside charm throughout.

Local House Removal and Clearance

Please phone or email us for a
FREE No Obligation quote —
just a friendly chat

We are a Family Run House Clearance Business

Email: SpencerHathaway20@gmail.com

24 Steventon Road, Drayton, OX14 4LE
We cover all of Oxfordshire!

Professional & Fully insured with Waste Licence

House Clearances — 07889071810

ALBION WILLOW
GARDENS

A\INTENANCE

07851 924 524 01235 416 090

albionwillowgardens@outlook.com

Abbey Chiropody and o
PODIATRY CLINIC ?
21-27 Coxeter House )
Abingdon 0X14 5A) \\GE

Tel 01235 530577
www.abingdonchiropody.com

HCPC Registered Chiropodists & Podiatrists

Surgery and Home Visits available. Free Parking in Coxeters Yard
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A CHRONICLE COUPLET

DRAYTON HALL NEWS

It was funny

It was funny

| know | shouldn't laugh

But it was really funny

Then | felt crass

Was | enjoying someone else's misery
Indeed | was

But it was really funny

Do you know what | mean?

| had to turn away

| really couldn't stare

But it was really funny

Sometimes you just don't care.

You turn your face away

It doesn't help you much.

The image comes flooding back

And your uncontrolled giggles comes back.
You almost choke to breathe

You are gasping for breath

It's all you can do not to scream out loud
It was really funny

| am sorry to say

It tickled my ribs in just the right way
It was really funny.

What's that you say?

What was really funny?

Do you know | can't just say.

But it was really funny.

[No one was harmed, insulted, ridiculed or
embarrassed in the writing of this poem.]

Susan A Baird

People watching

| guess

All things considered

| could be classed as a people watcher.

There's no sin in that.

As a writer

| am by nature an observer of life

Of all life.

| watch and anticipate what people will do
How they might react.

| am often amazed by an individual's kindness or
grace.

| am equally often shocked by selfishness and
greed.

| will often reflect on why one person is this and
another that.

It can sometimes drive me mad.

| ask my self, all things being equal

Why is there such a gap.

How can one give unconditionally

Yet one can hoard and consume the last scrap.
How one person can hold open a door Another
let it slap your face.

We are definitely complicated

We the human race.

Susan A Baird
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We've another Antiques Fair, Sunday Feb 4th,
that's with Kathy Head running her excellent
value cafe for one of her good causes (lovely
breakfast!) -- and the mention of that hirer brings
me back to the weird sabotage attacks.

Those vandalism attacks included trying to
sabotage cars, and that could have led to a
serious accident, possibly fatal, and did get the
Police more interested. An interesting image was
caught on camera, and we heard back from the
Police after they paid a relevant visit. It was
claimed that they'd visited the hall car park
around midnight (the night of a particular attack)
to “look for their daughter's missing sock”, having
“attended a fireworks party” — which we didn't
run. So, midnight, dark car-park, small sock.
Clearly hadn't rehearsed a better excuse?! We're
still baffled about WHY it all happened, so if
anyone can give clues, PLEASE DO let us know!
See www.draytonvh.co.uk.

Our Bowls Club and Sequence Dancers have
gained a couple of new members, but are always
keen to get some more, and we also have two
badminton groups on a similar quest, one on
Weds afternoons, the other one is Monday
evenings, the latter has traditionally been for
Ladies (but does accept Gents, come on lads,
don't be shy!) and they say they're to a
“reasonable standard” — but | was always so bad
at that game that a reasonable standard to me
was just being able to hit that wretched
feathered thing at all?!!

Plus -- PARENTS -- if your children might like to
try Irish Dancing (think ‘Riverdance’ perhaps?)
Ashleigh has her class on Tuesday (early)
evening waiting for you? And Sabrina’s Karate
class (‘DojangX’ variety) has now expanded from
Friday evening to add a Tuesday class (follows
Ashleigh), she has sessions just for kids, but ALSO
a ‘Family’ class. Free trials | gather, for both.

And a NEW CLASS just starting, ‘KEEP FIT with
FAYFE', Friday mornings, 1lam. She runs similar
classes in nearby villages, her F'lbook entry says :-
“Boost your strength, flexibility, core & pelvic
strength, coordination, cognitive skills, and
confidence!” Also:- “Aimed at retirees, (seated if
you like) no matter your current fitness level”.
And, “You pick the music, Faye creates the
moves". Her sessions are just £6.

Oh, finally, a belated ‘Happy New Year' to the as-
yet mystery benefactor (?!) who kindly filled in
most of the potholes in the car-park, certainly the
worst of them, which had appeared and got
sharply worse in all that rotten weather before
Xmas. GRATEFUL THANKS!

Tony Holmes
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6:00pm

10:00am Pebbles Baby Group (Church)
All events held in Drayton Hall unless 1:30pm Whist Drive (Caudwell DC)
otherwise stated. U3A Science/Tech, 1st Weds (07890
1:45pm
To book the Hall email Tony Holmes at 385931) ##
bookings@draytonvh.co.uk or call on (01235) .
531180. See the website: www.draytonvh.co.uk 2:00pm Drayton Wives (Last Wednesday, most
months) ##
Sun 4th 9.00am | ANTIQUES FAIR (to 3pm) 2:15pm Badminton
Sat 10th All day | Private Function (all day) 6300m Brownies (term-time / Laura 07916
~oP 459435) #
Private Function (child’s
SunTith 1.00pm party) 7:00pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session
i i i THURSDAYS
e Tl oeors
auawe 930am Parent & Toddler Group (Now back on
i f ' Thursdays!)
Sat 17th 900am Private FL;nctlon (dog
show) Holy Communion (**) (St Peter’s Lady
: : : 9:45am Chapel)
Sun 18th 1.00pm Private Function (child's
party) Baptist Café (to1pm) NOW IN >>
11:00am Caudwell DC
Mon 19th 5.00pm Chronicle Deadline (Caudwe )
2:00pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session
) Crafts Group (2nd Thursday -Call Kate
- 2:00pm 01235 550486) ##
Weekly in Drayton Hall unless stated
otherwise. [## = Small Hall in Village Hall] 5:30pm Rainbows (girls 5 to 7 yrs) ##
NB PLEASE - if an entry is wrong — DO tell an 730Dm Sequence Dancing (Brian - 01235
editor (page 2) =l 531701)
7.300m Women's Institute Meeting (2nd Thurs)
MONDAYS ~oP (Caudwell DC)
2:00pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session ‘Community Choir’ (2nd/4th Thurs)
7:30pm
Church Room
6:00pm Damascus Youth ##
FRIDAYS
715pm Badminton (Private Group)
' (NEW) Keep Fit with FAYE (07815
7:45pm Bell-ringing (St Peter’s) 11:00am 583591)
TUESDAYS Karate/'Dojang X' sessions (07938
415pm
] ] 537310)
930am Pilates (via Alexandra Merson 07788
' 248925) 7150m ShikiDojo Martial Arts (Paul - 07479
HoP 824887) Check before attending! ##
1:45pm Drayton Art Group (Caudwell DC)
SUNDAYS
2:30pm Tuesday Connect (Church)
For all the latest info re their Services
5 300pm Irish Dancing (Ashleigh - 07375 () (Thursday communion, & especially
~VP 878445) sundays), PLEASE see our St Peter’s
" Do - T Church page
7:00pm arate/'Dojang X' session (Sabrina

Evening Service (Baptist Church)
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