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Chronicle Information  

 

 

 

Notes for Contributors 
Contributions to and advertisements in the Chronicle 

are very welcome. Please send us your letters, reports from 
village clubs and societies, articles, tips and advice, photos, 
suggestions etc. Please be sure always to include your name, 
address, and (in case clarification is needed) your phone 
number. Without names we will usually not print an item at 
all.  The editor reserves the right to place, edit, shorten or 
even reject contributions as required.  

Please send your contributions by email to: 
editor@draytonchronicle.net 

Advertisement requests should be sent to: 
advertising@draytonchronicle.net 

If email is not possible, please place your contribution, 
either typed or handwritten, in the Chronicle box outside 
Vickery’s Hardware Store on Drayton Green, or post to 
Vickery’s. 5 The Green, Drayton, Abingdon, Oxon. OX14 4JA. 

After the deadlines, only urgent items will be considered 
for inclusion and then only if emailed, or delivered directly to 
the editor’s house, by the Wednesday following the 
deadline.  

Advertising charges: for single Block Advert (approx. 
9cm x 4.5 cm):- 

 
Advertiser 
Category 

1 
insert 

3 
inserts 

6 
inserts 

12 
inserts 

Drayton 
Resident 

£6 £16 £31 £60 

Non-Drayton 
Resident 

£7 £19 £37 £72 

Double-sized adverts (approx. 9cm X 9cm) are charged at 
twice the above rates. All advertising MUST be paid for in 
advance, either electronically, in cash or by cheque made 
payable to ‘The Drayton Chronicle’ and placed in the box at, 
or sent to, Vickery’s.  Requests for advertisements should 
(preferably) be emailed to Stephen Fearnley, the Chronicle 
advertising manager (advertising@draytonchronicle.net), or 
placed in the box at Vickery’s.  If you wish to discuss your 
requirements, please phone Stephen on 01235 531347.  
Note: deadline for ads is the Friday before the deadline for 
contributions (see top of page).  

DISCLAIMER:    This Journal is published in good faith and 
great care is taken in its completion.  The organisers of the 
DRAYTON CHRONICLE, and its Agents, therefore accept no 
responsibility for OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for the validity of 
any ADVERTISEMENT, nor for any EFFECTS ARISING 
WHATSOEVER.  

 

LOCAL METHODIST WORSHIP 
High Street, Milton 
Sunday Service:  10.30 am 
Local contacts: Geoff or Jean Caudle, 531409 
 

Please refer to the Church Noticeboard 
for details of future services. 

 

Look out for the Baptist Café with tea, coffee, cake and a 
chat – Thursdays 11.00am – 1pm in the Caudwell Day Centre. 

 

The next Drayton Chronicle will be the August issue edited 
by Bridget Pyne   Tel. 07454 778211 

Key dates for next Chronicles: 
 

Issue: Deadline for Contributions: Printed 
Chronicles 
available on: 

Adverts Editor 

August 12th July 15th July 26th July 

September 16th August 19th August 30th August 

 

mailto:editor@draytonchronicle.net
mailto:advertising@draytonchronicle.net
mailto:advertising@draytonchronicle.net
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ST PETER’S CHURCH, DRAYTON 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 

 

ST PETER’S LETTER 

From the Ministry Team… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rector Revd Helen 
Kendrick 

rector@damascusparish.org.uk 
 

Pro-Warden Mrs Linda 
Johnson 

lindajjcw@gmail.com 
 

Administrator Alison 
Bampton 

admin@damascusparish.org 
01235 847179 

30th June – 6th 
July 

High St; Chiers Drive; Cheers Farm; 
Halls Close 

7th – 13th  July Friars Mews; Monk Close; Prior 
Drive; Abbot Crescent 

14th – 20th  July Chesnut Drive; Holly Lane; Walnut 
Way; Willow Way 

21st – 27th July Furlongs; Plough Lane; Furrows End; 
Lammas Land; Virgate; Fallowfield 
Close 

28th – 3rd Aug Lockway 

 

 

 

 

The church is open daily, Sun-Sat 10.00 am- 4.00 pm 
REGULAR SERVICES: 

Sunday  8.00 am      Holy Communion (BCP) on 3rd  Sunday of 
the month only. 
Sunday  9.30 am        Regular Sunday Service 
Thursday  9.45 am  Holy Communion (1st and 3rd Thursdays), 
Celtic Morning Prayer (2nd and 4th Thursdays) 

                                            Everyone is welcome.  
 

       Pebbles Baby and Toddler Group 
Wednesday mornings 10.00a.m. – 11.30a.m      (term-time only) 
If you have a baby or toddler, you would be so welcome to 
join us. We meet in Church. For more information, please 
contact Katy or Cheryl draytonpebbles@hotmail.com 
 

 

Bellringing Practice   
Every Monday evening 7:30pm 
 

PARISH REGISTER      
Baptisms 
26th May     Mylar and Naya Holton-Carr 

Dear Friends 
The general election results are now known or will shortly be, 
depending on when you read the church page. Are you feeling 
optimistic or dejected at the results? Or does the very mention 
of politics have you reaching for the off switch?  
At least the heated political debates have offset the chill of this 
'summer'! The recent events to mark the 80th anniversary of D-
Day have left me in no doubt that I have a duty to be informed 
about matters of governance and government and to exercise 
my freedom to vote; this privilege to have a vote and voice was 
secured for us at a terrible cost of life on the beaches of 
Normandy. 
 As followers of Jesus, we are called to join in his redemptive 
work, pursuing a means of governance which reflects his 
kingdom values and enables the flourishing of those around us. 
Therefore, we need to think wisely and prayerfully about which 
policies and issues we will support or encourage change. What 
God cares about is what we should care about. And his priorities 
transcend left-vs-right politics. He commanded us to 'work' and 
'take care' of the land, 'to administer justice', 'show 
compassion', and not 'oppress the widow, the fatherless, the 
foreigner, or the poor' (Zech 7:9-10). 
 We are likely to continue to engage in conversations about 
those in government with people who hold similar or opposing 
views to our own. My prayer is that we all learn to listen and 
speak gracefully and be open to hearing other perspectives. We 
are called to 'honour our government' (Romans 13:1,2); please 
join me in praying for our new government – for wisdom in 
decision-making, for stability in our land, for good and honest 
governance, and policies that enable everyone to flourish. 

Phil Sutton 
Revd Philip Sutton  
Associate Minister, DAMASCUS Parish: 
Drayton | Appleford | Milton |  
Sutton Courtenay | Steventon 
Tel: 01235 635476 Mobile: 07507378737 

  

  

 
 

Knit and Natter  - All are welcome for our Knit and Natter 
on the first Monday of the month, 2 – 4 p.m. No need to be a 
knitter if you’d just like a natter!  

 

Tuesday Connect  - We have started having tea, coffee 
and biscuit afternoons on the first Tuesday of the month, still 
from 2.30 – 4.00 p.m. We look forward to welcoming as many of 
you as possible. 

 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES: 

YOU STAY WE PRAY JULY 2024 

mailto:rector@damascusparish.org.uk
mailto:lindajjcw@gmail.com
mailto:admin@damascusparish.org
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GARD – GROUP AGAINST RESERVOIR 
DEVELOPMENT  

          GARD Newsletter for July 2024  
New ‘Consultation’ 
 
Most of you will have received a postcard or letter 
from Thames Water headed ‘Have your say on our 
Reservoir Proposals’ in a ‘consultation’ ending on 
27th August. 
 
Another consultation (!): what does it mean? 
It does not mean that the outgoing government has 
accepted any of Thames Water’s plans. The situation 
is just the same as it was when we sent out our last 
newsletter: the Thames Water plans for 2024-29 and 
beyond are not yet approved by the government, and 
the Environment Agency’s advice to the government 
is that the plans should not be accepted without 
further revision and probably public consultation. 
This exercise is not the Public Consultation sought by 
the EA. It is an optional stage in the process for 
approving the Reservoir itself (not the plan as a 
whole). Thames Water have chosen to press ahead 
without a government decision (they can do this 
because the government allows them some of your 
money to spend on these ‘studies’!).  
As an optional consultation, Thames don’t have a 
legal duty to take any of your comments into account. 
This is in contrast to the formal consultation last year, 
where they must record your comments, publish 
them, then try to answer them in a way which avoids 
the points you are making, but still keeps within the 
law (!). So, it’s even easier for them to avoid criticism 
with this ‘informal’ approach, whilst appearing to go 
through the motions. 
 
So, what to do with this consultation?  
 
GARD urges all residents to respond to the 
consultation and express your opposition. Although 
this is ‘informal’, Thames Water will take the 
opportunity of a ‘low turnout’ to try and convince the 
incoming government that the tide of public opinion 
is somehow turning, and people are coming to 
‘accept’ the reservoir.  There is no need to get 
involved in questions of what the least-worst option 
of the reservoir would be – all of Thames Water’s 
options (focussed as they are on mega-scale, and very 
long construction phases) are unacceptable and they 
should be told. 
Also, please turn up to the local ‘events’ they are 
having and let them know your mind! (There is a full 
list of events on the postcards sent and at the foot of 
this article). GARD will have a presence at all these 
events. GARD will be putting the real facts about this 
reservoir design into newsletters for the public, so 
you can call Thames Water’s bluff. 
  
 

 
 

Please make sure your written objections are copied to whoever is 
elected as our new MP on 4th July. We ask you also to seek the 
assurance of opposition to the Reservoir from any candidate you 
intend to vote for. 
GARD’s call for a Public Inquiry into Thames Water’s plans will sYll be 
on the desk of the new Secretary of State on 5th July.  Please, if you 

have not already done so, sign our pe++on calling 

for a Public Inquiry at: 
h<ps://you.38degrees.org.uk/p/stopTWreservoir or use 
the QR code below. We intend to send this peYYon to the new 
Secretary of State, at the end of the Thames Water ‘consultaYon’ on 
27th August.  

 

Please copy gard.secretary@gmail.com into any correspondence 
and see the website for developments: 

h$ps://www.abingdonreservoir.org.uk/ 
Derek Stork, Chairman, GARD   
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COUNTY COUNCIL  
 REPORT  

The results are in, following the local election on June 
20th, which followed the retirement of Councillor 
Richard Webber.  The newly-elected Liberal Democrat 
representative, Peter Stevens, will be the provider of 
our monthly County Council Reports in the near future.  

Peter Stevens’ Campaign Leaflet 
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REMEMBERING D-DAY  

The Drayton Tommy group put together a 
simple display to show our respects for the  
D-Day 80th commemorative memorial events. 

Susan Baird  
Tommy Group  

 

The two gentlemen in the photo are both veterans. 
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DISTRICT COUNCIL 
REPORT  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

three-bedroom houses and have refurbished our ten-bedroom 
temporary housing accommodation and re-opened it.  We’re 
purchasing 18 properties in the Vale with help from the Local 
Authority Housing Fund which will be part of our housing stock in 
the longer term.  We’ve also leased 24 houses from the MoD’s 
current surplus to house families from Afghanistan who had to flee 
the country after openly (and in many cases at great risk) helping 
our forces out there (this is something close to my own heart, given 
my former history in the RAF). 
We also lay down requirements for affordable housing in new 
developments, with 353 now completed over 2023/24 alone (253 
affordable rented, 21 social rented, 79 shared ownership).  I have 
my personal disagreements with the definition of “affordable” (I 
believe it’s often not really affordable) but we need Government 
legislation to alter that. 
 
Summer Activities 

 
Find out more on the Active Communities webpage here: 
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-
council/sports-and-activities/active-communities/ 
The splash pads in Abbey Meadow in Abingdon and Wantage 
Memorial Gardens should be open from 9am to 6pm each day over 
the summer, and the kiosk at Abbey Meadow should be open at 
weekends until the outdoor pool opens for the most popular 
months of the year during the summer holidays on Saturday 20 July. 
The kiosk, splash pads and pool will then be available for visitors to 
use every day over the summer holidays through to early 
September. 
Leisure centres have activities over summer (details here: 
https://www.better.org.uk/what-we-offer/activities/activities-for-
kids ) 
Don’t forget the classes, shows and entertainment at the Beacon 
Community and Arts Centre in Wantage (details here: 
https://www.beaconwantage.co.uk/ )   
 
Net Zero 
We’ve made considerable strides towards becoming a carbon 
neutral council (target to achieve that is 2030, with an interim target 
of a 75% reduction by 2025).  This has been helped by work done on 
decarbonising the leisure centres (which have been a big chunk of 
our emissions, rivalled only by the waste collection service).  I’ll 
make no apologies for seeing reduction in carbon emissions as 
crucially important – the climate crisis is extremely important – but 
even to anyone who disagrees, the reduction in energy bills from 
the leisure centre decarbonisation is definitely be very useful going 
forwards and I think we’d all agree that reducing our dependence 
on fossil fuels often sourced from certain regimes abroad, such as 
Putin’s Russia, has to be a good thing. 
We’re looking at trialling an Electric Refuse Collection Vehicle for 
twelve weeks (we tried one before, which wasn’t very successful, 
but the technology has already moved on noticeably).  Hopefully 
we’ll be able to transition up to six council vehicles during 2024. 
Even with all of this, I think we’ll fall a bit short of the interim target 
(unless we purchase carbon credits, which would be costly as well 
as a bit of a cheat, so we’re not looking at doing that).  Rather than 
try to change the interim target, we’d rather try to get as close to it 
as possible and if we fall short, we’ll face up to that and do our 
damndest to catch up and still make the 2030 target.  It’s better to 
aim high and fall just short than to aim lower.  

All the best,  Andy 
 

 

Dear all, 
 
General Election 
I’m taking the opportunity to remind you that PHOTO ID is now 
necessary to allow you to vote.  A list of accepted forms of ID is 
here: https://www.gov.uk/how-to-vote/photo-id-youll-need. 
 
Reservoir 
Thames Water have taken to circulating pretty pictures mocked up 
by artists in their PR department to try to drum up support and 
gloss over the many issues (which I’ve previously raised at length).  
One thing that’s recently come up, buried in their documentation 
and inexplicably not inked in to their PR pictures, is that the water 
inlet from the Thames is to be 150m downstream of a sewage 
discharge point (which has had more than 800 releases so far this 
year, an average of every 5 hours day in, day out, week in, week 
out) and they’re now lobbying the Environment Agency to allow 
this! 
Assuming they ever do fill it full of water from the massively water-
stressed Thames (hopefully between the sewage discharges), 
we’ve now found out in addition that the emergency drawdown 
capacity will run within a couple of hundred metres of Drayton (just 
north of Walnut Meadows and Sutton Wick Lane) and this will need 
to be able to sustain a capacity of over 75 tonnes of water per 
second for up to twenty days (in case of an emergency scenario, 
hopefully the emergency will be able to deal with taking three 
weeks to run down the water levels…). 
To put this number into context, the “hands off flow” of the 
Thames at Sutton Courtenay is 17 tonnes per second and the 
average year-round flow rate of the Thames there is 26 tonnes per 
second.  This would add three average entire River Thames’s to 
that flow for those three weeks, certainly causing floods 
downstream (and coming back on the floodplain south of Abingdon 
all the way to Steventon and into Abingdon proper, as well as 
downstream of there).  Not to mention the quality of the water – 
filled downstream of that regularly-used sewage outlet – would 
leave much to be desired. 
Then again, the one saving grace is that it’s extremely unlikely to 
ever be anywhere near full, seeing as it would need as much water 
as eleven more Farmoor reservoirs when that one was filled to the 
brim (filled from the most water-stressed major river in Britain, 
when they couldn’t even fill up one Farmoor after the wettest 
winter on record). 
All the while, Thames Water uses this to deflect from its 
requirement to reduce leakage and to dodge the NIC 
recommendation of water transfers from the far-less-water-
stressed areas to make a National Water Grid – which would help, 
would work, and be constructed far more cheaply, more safely, 
with much less environmental damage, and much, much quicker.   
Why, yes, this does wind me up, what gave it away? 
 
Homelessness 
I’ve received a detailed update on the work being done by the 
Council to address homelessness and affordable housing.  One key 
aspect of this is that we have recently become a registered housing 
provider ourselves, for the first time in nearly thirty years.  We can 
now get access to Homes England funding where appropriate to 
develop homes and can provide social housing directly. 
Obviously, we’ve had to start pretty much from scratch, but the 
journey that takes the longest is the one that’s never started.  
We’ve started with two hostels, a two-bedroom house and two  
 

https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/sports-and-activities/active-communities/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/sports-and-activities/active-communities/
https://www.better.org.uk/what-we-offer/activities/activities-for-kids
https://www.better.org.uk/what-we-offer/activities/activities-for-kids
https://www.beaconwantage.co.uk/
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continued… 
 
Deputy Clerk at DeputyDraytonClerk@gmail.com 
The British Trust for Ornithology and the RSPB  have 
guidance  on where to locate bird boxes. See 
rspb.org.uk or bto.org For the location of bat boxes 
please see guidance at bats.org.uk 
 
Parish Council website 
We are looking to develop a new PC website that is user 
friendly and more accessible than the existing site. 
 
Please contact the PC with comments or concerns at 
Clerk@draytonpc.org. You are also welcome to attend 
the monthly PC meetings.  
 
The next meeting will be on 9th July at 
7pm in the Caudwell Day Centre. 
 
We have vacancies on the Council. If you are interested 
in supporting your community, please contact a member 
of the council or come along to a meeting to see what 
we do.  

Elaine Wade 
 

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

The Council met on 28th May and on 18th June 
 
Oak Tree 
A member of the public attended the meeting and expressed 
concerns about the future of an oak tree at the back of the 
white cottages on Abingdon Road. The PC has now applied 
to the Vale of white Horse District Council for a Tree 
Preservation Order on this healthy mature oak tree ( located 
in Meads Close) 
 
Sutton Wick Pond 
A resident who lives near the pond is exploring grant funding 
so that we can get this pond in a clean state. The PC 
supports this and will offer any help we can to achieve a 
living pond. 
Quotes are being sought for the pollarding of the 3 willow 
trees that surround the pond. 
 
The Dovecote 
The PC is aware that the residents of The Dovecote have a 
‘snagging list’ of items for Bloor Homes to fix. Once this list 
has been resolved the PC is prepared to enter into 
negotiations with the Management Company to consider 
taking over the areas of public open space, if this is what the 
residents want. 
 
Manor Farm 
An offer has been put to Cala Homes that the Parish Council 
will take on responsibility for the public open space area, 
including management of hemlock, if Cala remediate the 
outstanding work on the paths and area around the 
children’s play area. The PC is aware that Cala’s continued 
use of Heras fencing and spraying of the area is unsightly 
and detrimental to the environment and we would like to take 
over the area of open space as soon as possible so that we 
can get the area into shape. The agreement was always for 
the PC to take over the area as open space for the village 
but we have been held up by the fact that some of the areas 
of the site have not been completed to appropriate 
standards.  
 
Walnut Meadows 
An Extraordinary Parish Council meeting held on 21st May 
shortlisted two suppliers from the 5 responses received for 
development of the MUGA (multi use games area). We have 
completed the checks required (credit check, references and 
accounts) on our preferred supplier and will be proceeding 
with the preferred supplier for the construction of the MUGA. 
Next steps are to agree a contract and start date for 
construction. 
The tender for the sports pitch drainage is ready to be 
issued. 
Miller Homes have reinstated the Heras fending around the 
former barrow. The PC now has responsibility for maintaining 
this fencing. 
Miller Homes are due to commence work to repair the 
cracked perimeter pavement at the Walnut Way public open 
space on 18th June. The PC has posted this on Facebook 
and delivered letters advising local residents.  
 
Bird and Bat boxes 
We have a number of bird and bat boxes to give away. The 
bird boxes are specifically designed for either Sparrows, 
Starlings or Swifts. They are high quality heavy boxes that 
need to be fixed to a solid wall. If you live in Drayton and 
think you have a good place to put one, please email the  

For further Parish Council info…….    
……please see www.DraytonVillage.co.uk for Agendas, 

Minutes and Papers for the Parish Council, as well as details of 
current PC Committees and Working Groups.   

Here you will also find archives of The Drayton Chronicle, 
History of Drayton, Village Information, photographs and 
more. 

Residents are encouraged to use the 
FixMyStreet app, or go to 
https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk 
to report any road, cycleway and pavement defects 
in the village. 

 

mailto:DeputyDraytonClerk@gmail.com
http://rspb.org.uk/
http://bto.org/
http://bats.org.uk/
http://www.draytonvillage.co.uk/
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LOCAL GROUPS and CLUBS 

continued….. 
struck by the poverty of the country and the lack of 
education for the children. Unfortunately, Sue broke her 
foot and returned home to have it properly reset. It was 
during this time she had a "What’s my purpose?" moment, 
decided something was missing and thought about Gambia. 
Sue had worked in the newspaper industry and while she 
was reading the Gambia Daily saw a lovely photo of a school 
and thought that’s it, they need my help!!!! 

Sue contacted the headmistress and she said to Sue 
"Can you come over next week?" So off Sue went to Banjul 
to do a project with Shropshire Highways who also did 
projects for schools, helping children learn the Green Cross 
Code as they tended to dash across streets not looking!! 

Sue landed in Banjul and was met by traditional 
dancers. Her luggage was plonked on the tarmac with all her 
boxes of Green Cross Code leaflets. No baggage carousel for 
Banjul. 

Sue had to find funding for the conference from local 
businesses so was helped by the Minister of Education's 
secretary who said he would pay for everything! The 
conference was successful but the thing the children were 
most short of was pens - mostly they wrote with chalk on 
slate. 

Sue went to the beach with a friend and met a charming 
man who looked like a reggae musician. His name was 
Bunny and seemed to be very intelligent but a bit different! 
Bunny was, of course, a Tribal King (Royalty). After ten days 
he asked her to marry him! Ten weeks later Sue did marry 
him. 

Sue was the first of Bunny's wives, and the wife who 
has to approve all the others, which is up to five wives!! 

Sue later had to return to England as she had caught 
Malaria, but Bunny and Sue continue to see each other 
every year. 

Sue will always be the first wife of a Tribal King and 
hopes one day to return home to Africa. 

It was a very interesting talk about different cultures 
marrying and how it can work. 

 
We are always on the lookout for new members. 
If you would like to join a very friendly daytime ladies’ 

group, we have a coffee morning once a month, a craft class 
once a month and then generally a speaker on the last 
Wednesday of every month. Please contact me on 
07949275641 

Lisa Lammiman 
Chairman 

WI Report 
 
On Thursday we listened to Ann and John Ford telling us 
about their life with Morris Minors. It all started with a visit 
to a car show and a card put under their windscreen wiper 
offering a chance of film work. They rang the number and 
started an amazing career in films and other events with 
an ever-growing collection of minors, woodies and open 
tops for films including Harry Potter, The Borrowers and 
many more. They also took part in the Queen’s Golden 
Jubilee parade of vehicles, a car for each year: there were 
1956. They had many notable people in their cars including 
the Speaker of the House of Commons who gave them a 
guided tour of his state apartments. All slightly ironic with 
a name of FORD as collectors of MORRIS minors. At our 
next meeting we will be having an evening of board games, 
and it will be on Thursday 11th July at 7:30pm in the 
Caudwell Centre. Gravel Lane. 

 
There will be a craft fair held on 9th November at Drayton 
Hall. Tables available. More details to follow. If interested, 
please contact Georgina Arnold on 01235 531923 for 
details 

 
Ann Webb 

 

Drayton Wives 
 
       Our April meeting was the AGM where we discussed the 
old year and looked forward to a new year. 
       In the last year we enjoyed two very successful coach 
outings, one to the Black Country Museum and one to 
Winchester for a Christmas market. We also had an 
interesting talk about Dartmoor prison from Mr Caldicott and 
a talk about local honey from our very own Mr Busby who also 
sells local honey at Abingdon market. 
 
      Our recent meeting was entitled “I Married a Tribal 
King.”  Our speaker was Sue Hadley, a lovely colourful lady 
from Steventon.   
      Sue went on holiday with her friends to Gambia and was Sue 

and Bunny 
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OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY 
COUNCIL 

Starting in November 2024……. 

…. and for 
when the 
sun comes 

out  

Further filter information….. 

• The location of each filter has been chosen to help 
reduce congestion in and around Oxford. The six filters 
will work together to reduce traffic on the city’s roads. 

• If you drive a private car in Oxford, you may need to 
change your journey if you don't have a (free of charge) 
permit. 

• A permit is only required to drive a car through the 
traffic filters during their hours of operation.  No permit 
is needed to drive any other type of vehicle through the 
filters. 

Permit Type Who can 
apply 

Details 

Resident in 
the Oxford 
permit area 

Resident Permit allows for 100 day 
passes per car per calendar 
year. Max 1 car per person, 
3 cars per household 

Resident in 
the 
Oxfordshire 
permit area, 
inc Drayton 

Resident Permit allows for 25 day 
passes per car per calendar 
year. Max 1 car per person, 
2 cars per household. 

See oxfordshire.gov.uk/trafficfilters for more info 

https://oxfordshire.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=4dd8429028b84927970d4197948978c2
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LETTERS   

Dear all 
Summer seems to have arrived at last, and with the summer, 
attendant blossoms bloom! Time to replant the planters on the 
green for all to enjoy. Thank you Lawrence (Vickery) for continuing 
to finance the summer plants, and for caring for them during the 
summer months. Lawrence does so much for the village, and this 
is one of many ways he helps our community. 
Pervin Shahin 
Drayton PC (and head gardener) 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 
Re Blocked-off/missing kissing gate 

I am sure that most people are aware of the long 
running issue that the footpath that was diverted 
in 1995 as per the attached drawing (see below) 
has not been reinstated in accordance with the 
agreed planning application. 
I'm sure that the Golf Club would rather not 
have this footpath on their course, however, I 
believe it is more important that the villagers of 
Drayton, Steventon and Milton have the right to 
have this footpath unblocked and reinstated as 
per the plans that would have been drawn up 
by the golf club for their planning application.  
It is disappointing that this issue has not been 
resolved and more disappointing that a footpath 
has been allowed to be blocked off for so long by 
the Parish Council. 
 
I will post this letter on the Drayton Village 
Community Facebook Page to keep residents of 
the village up to date with this letter and replies.  
Regards 
David Roberts 
07786930463 
01235528800 
windyridgecourt@gmail.com 

 
“Exis)ng gate to be removed and replaced with 

new )mber ‘kissing gate’ to the approval of L.A.” 

mailto:windyridgecourt@gmail.com
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LETTERS AND NOTICES  

Dear Editor,  
Village Churchyard 

The members of St Peter’s church would like to apologise for the 
state of the churchyard recently. Unfortunately, our gardener 
was unable to cut the grass due to various unforeseen 
circumstances. We have a small congregation, most of whom are 
elderly and are unable to do this work. Although we receive a 
grant from the parish council, this does not cover the full cost of 
grass cutting, so much of any extra maintenance falls on the few 
people who are able to carry it out.  
Churchyard maintenance is one of the many areas which we have 
to pay for, we get no help from the government or the Church of 
England, it comes from those few people who attend our church.  
We would be very happy to accept any help that may be 
forthcoming from the village (please see our notice on page 3). St 
Peter’s has stood at the centre of Drayton for hundreds of years 
and we would like to think that it will continue in this role in the 
village for many more.  

Sue Icke, on behalf of St. Peter’s 
 

OBITUARY 

Richard N. Hinckes 
26/4/1934 – 28/5/2024 

of Drayton, Oxon. 
Formerly of Sudbury, Suffolk & East Hill Post Office, Colchester, 
Essex. Passed away at Sobell House Hospice, Oxford and is 
survived by two daughters. 
Richard’s love for dogs will be remembered by all who knew him. 
He had lived in Drayton for over 20 years. 
A private service will be held for family and close friends. 

Jenny Hinckes 
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NOTICEBOARD – SUMMER 
EVENTS 

                                          

Saturday 21st September 

https://henley-festival.co.uk 
NT Live: Present Laughter 
The multi-award production 
of Noel Coward’s provocative 
comedy featuring Andrew 
Scott 

https://www.fireworkfestival.co.uk 

SAVE THE DATE: 7TH SEPTEMBER 

Abbey Meadows Abingdon 
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Well done to all the FoDSA volunteers, who braved some terrible 
weather on the morning of the FETE to get things set-up, and also 
did a great job in their tidy-up afterwards. 

They also I gather had to foil a brazen attempt to steal a gazebo on 
the ‘prep’ day, in broad daylight with witnesses present! Hopefully 
the police can take more action than is sometimes the case?   

General Election, Thursday 4th, at last an end to the never-ending 
news reports of what this or that party did or didn’t say, may or more 
likely won’t do if they get in?! 

Or Main Hall users should all know they’ve been ejected that day, 
and for the voters, as you should surely know by now (?!), DO 
remember your photo-ID!!   

We’ve another ANTIQUES Fair, Sunday July 7th, that’s with Kathy 
Head running her excellent value cafe for one of her good causes 
(lovely breakfast, or perhaps just a bacon sarnie!).   And PLEASE 
NOTE there is NO Antiques Fair in August. 

Oh, and Kathy is back on the 13th, running a ‘tabletop’ Craft Sale. 
Look out for local F’book ads. 

Our Bowls Club and Sequence Dancers are always on the lookout 
for new members, the Bowlers are on Mon & Thursday afternoons, 
and Weds evenings if that suits you better.  The Sequence Dancers 
are a friendly crowd, Thursday evenings, they also have a few Sat’day 
social events through the year.   

Oh, and we also have two BADMINTON  groups on a similar quest, 
one on Weds afternoons, the other one is Monday evenings, the 
latter has traditionally been for Ladies (but does accept Gents, come 
on lads, don’t be shy!) and they say they’re to a “reasonable 
standard” – to me just hitting that feathered thing was ‘reasonable’!    

Plus --  PARENTS --  if your children might like to try Irish Dancing 
(think ‘Riverdance’ perhaps?) Ashleigh has her class on Tuesday 
(early) evening waiting for you? And Sabrina’s Karate class 
(‘DojangX’ variety) has now expanded for more sessions, she has 
some just for kids, but ALSO a ‘Family’ class.  Free trials I gather, for 
both.   

And another NEW CLASS:- Beginner’s YOGA, is running again, 
TUESDAY evenings, just after that evening’s Karate class (so about 
7.45pm?), and it’s also run by Sabrina. 

Sabrina had been (I believe) intending to take a break for the 
school hols, but MAY actually run a few classes – DO please see local 
F’book for probably some August  dates?   

I hear that the sessions of KEEP FIT with FAYE, (Fridays at 11am), 
have quite a crowd now, but still room for a few more, aimed at the 
‘more mature’ customer, so seated if you prefer, they’re just £6 per 
class and get great reviews (she runs them at several other local 
halls). 

Just the other day I was reading an article suggesting that exercise 
may well help stop the proteins that seem to cause dementia from 
clogging up the brain’s wiring!  Only limited evidence so far, but the 
early indications seem to show that it can help.    

Tony Holmes 

 


