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CHRONICLE INFORMATION

The next Drayton Chronicle will be the June
issue edited by Tony Holmes.

Issue Deadline for
contributions
June 17th May
July 14th June

NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Contributions to and advertisements in the
Chronicle are very welcome. Please send us your
letters, reports from village clubs and societies,
articles, tips and advice, photos, suggestions etc.
Please always include your name, address, and
(in case clarification is needed) your phone
number. Without names, we will usually not
print an item at all. The editor reserves the right
to place, edit, shorten or even reject
contributions as required.

Please send your contributions by email to:
editor@draytonchronicle.net

Advertisement requests should be sent to:
advertising@draytonchronicle.net

If email is impossible, please place your
contribution, typed or handwritten, in the
Chronicle box outside Vickery's Hardware Store
on Drayton Green, or post to Vickery's. 5 The
Green, Drayton, Abingdon, Oxon. OX14 4JA. After
the deadlines, only urgent items will be
considered for inclusion and then only if
emailed, or delivered directly to the editor, by
the Wednesday following the deadline.

K. L. YATES BUILDERS

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING SERVICES

Extensions and Alterations

"

Property Maintenance
Kitchens and Bathrooms MASTER
. BUILDERS
Carpentry and Tiling Souborg ik

Contact Richard on 07788 738248
or email klyatesbuilders@gmail.com

ADVERTISING

Advertising charges: for single Block Advert
(approx.9cm x 4.5 cm):-

Advertiser  Tinsert 3inserts 6 inserts 12 inserts
category

Drayton

resident £7 £19 £36 £70
Non-Drayton s o e coz

resident

Double-sized adverts (approx. 9cm X 9cm) are
charged at twice the above rates. All advertising
MUST be paid for in advance, either
electronically, in cash or by cheque made
payable to ‘The Drayton Chronicle’ and placed in
the box at, or sent to, Vickery's.

Requests for advertisements should be emailed
to advertising@draytonchronicle.net), or
placed in the box at Vickery's.

TO AGENTS

Note that our next issue (June) will have a leaflet
inserted into each copy. Please ensure that the
leaflet is delivered along with each issue.

WELCOME

Welcome to our new recruits! The advertising
team has been joined by Stuart Payne, Polly and
Julian Bennett and Nigel Billingham. Our editing
team has been joined by Gaston Legris. We look
forward to working with you.




DANES/MACE STORE

Mon-Sat Sam-8pm — Sun & Bank Hols 6am-6pm
FOR ALL YOUR PAPERS, MAGAZINES,
GROCERIES, FROZEN FOODS,
CARDS, OFF LICENCE and

SAVOURY SNACKS.

A.L.VICKERY AnD SON

Hardware and much more

Keys Cut whileyouwait,
cookshop, housewares,

tools,gardening... = Co-op groceries are also
..you'll save money, time ) available for sale here.
And mileage when you try

Small bakery cakes, biscuits and

/l}' 5 U, 5 The Green, Drayton, Fresh sandwiches
Abingdon OX14 4JA Now wiTH PAYPOINT )
Telephone 01235 531497 FP A
Just park outside! PayPoint TEL: 01235 554813 0
P an Gy o Surd E: danes.stores mail.com

9:30am — 1pm and 2pm — 5pm. Lunch 1pm to 2pm

nareroutRIEDOUR  FREE RANGE EGGS? Suzy Willis & Associates
: DRAYTON SUTTON|COURTENAY MCSP HCPC AACP
CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPISTS

BROOKFARM Old Lodge, Henleys Lane, Drayton,

: 0X14 4HU
R steventon_Pmiron Tel: 01235 531269

OPENING HOURS Please call for a face to face or remote

Mon to Sat - 9.00am to 1.00pm Except Friday 9.00am to 6.00pm consultation
FREE RANGE EGGS, & POTATOES (if available)

Electrical Problems? Call KOGELS‘ of A_b_ingdon_;fmited
ROBERTS [ AN ENER HL E IS GCONRACTORS

: 72 Steventon Road

ELECTRICAL R Drayten

. luIl: =

: . . Tel: Abingdon (01235) 531200 Abingdon
Domestic e Commercial e Industrial . .
) _ ) Email: kogelsofabingdon@btconnect.com  Oxon
« Electrical Hard Wire Testing B
« Domestic Electrical Reports www. kogelsofabingdon.co.uk 0X14 4LD
+ Landlords Certificates
* Portable Appliance Testing
e Re-wires Full or Part
« Extra Power or Lighting Points Larkmead ﬁ "
* Electrical Showers Complete (5 vETs T @&
e Security Lighting, Fire & Intruder Alarms ' £ W Proudly Independent
* LED & Low Energy Lighting Installations . ¢
. Data & Telephone Wiring Caring for your pets 24-hours a day
+ TV & Home Entertainment Installations ‘ °
* Heating Controls and Wiring : W 01235 814991 / 01491 651379

& www.larkmead.co.uk

We are able to Part P/Building Control our electrical works
Office: 01235 528800 Mobile: 07786 930463 @ 07360 277998 1
www.larkmead.co.uk ©)];

Didcot | Great Western Park | Wantage | Cholsey | Benson | Sutton Courtenay

Windy Ridge Court, Milton Road, Drayton, Abingdon OX14 4EZ
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES

Stephen R. Matthews
50 Witan Way Wantage, OX12 9HB

Tel: 01235 766412 2, e

Drayton Post Office

Post Office opening hours

Mobile: 07796 532356 . AL o Mon - Sat 9 — 6pm
stephenmatthews.pgs@amail.com |# _t,ﬂ'. & CONVENIENCE STORE
All kinds of work undertaken, including:

» garden maintenance and restoration " Open Mon - Sat 7 — 10 pm Sun 8 - 10pm

« fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning v ' ; 9 The Green, Dl‘aytOl‘l, 0X14 4JA

« hedge cutting, turfing p } < 3

« fencing and landscaping, N 01235 531359




REGULAR ACTIVITIES

ST PETER'S CHURCH

Knit & Natter
2:00pm | No need to be a knitter, if
you'd just like a natter

First
Monday

Monday 7:30pm | Bellringing practice

First Tuesday Connections

Tuesd 2:30
uesday pm All welcome for a cuppa & chat

Pebbles Baby & Toddler

Wednesday For more information contact
. 10:00am )
Rector: Revd Helen Kendrick (term time) Katy or Chery!: .
Administrator: Alison Bampton (01235 847179) Draytonpebbles@hotmail.com

Curate: Rev Dov Whittle (07586 969985)

Email: rector@damascusparish.org.uk, or YOU STAY WE PRAY

admin@, or curate@

26" Apr - 2" May Manor Close; The Green

rd _ gth g . ; e .
SERVICES INFORMATION EOR MAY 3 9™ High St; Chiers Drive; Cheers Farm; Halls
Close; Elgrove Gardens

The church open daily (Sun -Sat, 10:00am - 4:00pm). 10" - 16" Friars Mews; Monk Close; Prior Drive;
. Abbot Crescent
Sun 3rd 9:30am | Holy Communion 17t - 23" Chestnut Drive; Holly La; Walnut Way;
Thurs 7th | 9:45am | Holy Communion Wltllow V\t/hay
24" - 30" Furlongs; Plough La; Furrows End;
DAMASCUS Parish Holy Lammas Land; Virgate; Fallowfield Close
i ints’ 31° - 6" June Lockwa
sun 10th 10:30am Communion at All Saints y
Sutton Courtenay.
No service at St Peter's. St. Peter’s Church Dravton Plant Sale
Thurs14th |9:45am | Celtic Prayer There will be a plant sale at
: : St. Peter’s on
sun17th  800am | HOW C°':'m:"'f." with m Saturday 16" May
prayers tor healing 10.00 am to 12.00 noon.
930 Holy Communion with Do come and join us!
=vam prayers for healing Refreshments available.

We look forward to seeing you

Thurs2Ist | 9:45am |Holy Communion

Sun24th |9:30am | Morning Praise Service for £ St. Peter's
Pentecost + Ch h
ure
Thurs 28th | 9:45am | Holy Communion Funeral Church and Churchyard
DAMASCUS Parish Holy >3rd March Tid)‘_’ UE
Sun28th  |10:30am Communion at All Saints Daphne
Sutton Courtenay. Bolnier Saturd ﬁth J
No service at St Peter’s. aturaay une
sth April 10.00 a.m. to 12 noon.
FOLLOW US ON Jean Acott
FACEBOOK
For online updates about Burial of DD come alﬂng and hEIPF
services and events. Ashes many hands make |Ight
, work!
Search: St Peters Church, 3rd March If anyone can spare just half an hour,
Drayton, Abingdon or Ann Webb it would be much appreciated!

sean e QR cosls, Refreshments provided.



mailto:rector@damascusparish.org.uk

ST PETER'S LETTER
e

During May, the church celebrates Pentecost. This is the day when the EXPLORING THE
Holy Spirit was sent by God. It is an incredible event recorded in the
book of Acts (written in around the late 1°* century) when the room the BIBLE FOR EVERYONE
Apostles were meeting in was suddenly filled with ‘a sound like the rush wl"h )

. . , g e . CLIPS FROM "THE CHOSEN
of a violent wind’ and ‘divided tongues, as of fire... rested on each of The award winning Eibiical historical deama series
them'. The Apostles were then able to speak in many different based on the life of Jesus
languages. When they left the room, all who heard them were amazed swmn::u -
and asked, ‘what does this mean?’. Peter provided an explanation that DRAYTON, OX144LP
told the people listening all about how Jesus was God'’s rescue plan. Home of Reys. Ann & Peter Templeman

Fortnigtitly Stondmane
It is a rescue in that, by Jesus dying and rising back to life, each of us can R o Wedvenip

reconnect with God, our creator. We believe this to be true because we ;:;if:ﬂ
have the Holy Spirit dwelling in and around us which allows us to know 207 May (.8, 3 week break)
and see God's presence in our lives and in the world. This gives us o Vo
comfort, strength and wisdom to live the life that God would have us live e

and to face life's challenges. More than that, it gives us hope for what is
to come beyond this life.

All are welcome!

With all that happens in life and is happening in the world, it seems to DAMASCUS
me that holding onto hope is very important. Otherwise, it can be
difficult to find the inspiration and courage we so often need. This is wis

what faith and our worship of God can help us with.
Foumilies

Pentecost, despite not being as big a festival as Christmas and Easter, is
a really important moment in the church calendar. It is a wonderful time %

to give thanks to God for the hope that we have through what Jesus did rhéon
and for the presence of the Holy Spirit. If you would like to know more
about the hope of Pentecost, you are warmly invited to our Pentecost
service on Sunday 24" May or any other of our Sunday and mid-week
services around the Parish.

Saturday 9'" May - 2-4pm
St Michael & All Angels Church Hall

Steventon, OX13 65N

With prayers and best wishes, ﬁ
Reverend Dov Whittle T A st

-

Vs S\
\ f/ DRAYTON TELEVISION SERVICES \‘

Digital TV aerials installed Extra aerial points

Television Wall mounting New TV Sales

Tonks Brothers Satellite Sky or Freesat FREE ESTIMATES
Funeral Directors TV tuning and programming
Abingdon & Kennington \x Telephone: 01235 531451 /J

158 Ock Street, Abingdon. OX14 5DT

Tel:01235 539444
: alz.gfééard & Son

197 Kennington Road, Kennington. OX1 5PG
Tel 01865 736144 c::'lt{fglji qua/ffy interior &7 exterior

www.tonksbrothers.com painting & decomfr'ng

@oud to be a family businey 5 Mob: OFF59 842388




GUINNESS WORLD RECORD
e

Drayton resident Lisa Hale has achieved a Guinness World Records title at the London Landmarks Half
Marathon.

Running dressed as a pair of ovaries, Lisa (also known as “Wonder Wombman”) set the record for the
fastest female half marathon dressed as a body part. The day was made special by the incredible support
along the route, including fellow Drayton runner & friend Nic Lester, as well as Lisa's brother, who played a
vital role capturing all the official photographs required for the Guinness submission.

While the record itself is a huge achievement, the challenge has always been about something much
bigger — raising awareness and funds in aid of Target Ovarian Cancer in memory of Lisa's mum, Patricia,
and in support of others affected by cancer. Thanks to the incredible generosity of friends, family and
supporters, Lisa has now raised over £4,500.

A big thank you goes out to everyone who donated, came along to cheer, or supported from afar —a
special thanks goes to Oxon Conversions, Digipress, Acute Homes, Blackrock Electricals, The Cow Shed and
Luke White - all local companies and people who funded the (crazy!) costume - it truly made the day so
special and will help make a real difference.

Donations are still open via Lisa's fundraising page, helping to support vital research, awareness and
services for those affected by ovarian cancer. £ N

JustGiving page:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/lisahale-1760958695063
Scan the QR code to donate:

Every donation helps support vital research, support services and awareness
campaigns for ovarian cancer.



https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/lisahale-1760958695063

/The Red Lion, Drayton

Open Daily Monday — Sunday. Kitchen Hours —
Thursday & Friday 12-2 5-8
Saturday 12 - 8
Sunday 12 - 4

Conor & Amelia and the team welcome you in the warm, forget
about the cost of living — turn off the heating and come enjoy ours!
.. and maybe have a pint while you’re at it. Come enjoy delicious
comfort food this cold season & let us do the cooking.
Dog Friendly. Families welcome. Regular Entertainment. All Sky
Sports channels. Six Nations shown live. Free pool Tuesdays.
Free Jukebox Sundays. Sunday Roasts served.

o
SPORTS
Follow our Social Media _W
- w s
For Enquiries Contact us at: SPORTS
manager@redlionabingdon.co.uk

The Red Lion, Drayton, OX144J8, 01235 799108.

CPPM LOCKSMITHS

Locked Out
Kev Snapped
Keys Lost
Faulty Locks
Lock Upgrades
UPVC Locks

Emergency Locksmith — 24 Hour Service
www.cppm.ore uk

email: colinpizzie'@btinternet.com

Tel: 01235 239068 Mob: 07760 537147

VISA

PN
EVERLAST ROOFING
SERVICES
New Roofs ¢ All Flat Roofs # Tiling & Slating
Demossing Chimney * Repairs & Pointing
Facias & Guttering # All Repairs » 24/7 Call Out
No job too small
01235612576 Checkatrade 07553 911258

quote@everlastroofingservices.co.uk

PriClean

Housekeeping Services
Sue Ollver

Fully Insured & all Staff are DBS checked.
All equipment & cleaning products supplied.
Call now or email for a quotation
East Way, Drayton, Abingdon - Tel: (01235) 468402
Email: sue@hsoliver.co.uk

um :
@ Martin Hudson Flooring

Hudsonmartin@hotmail couk | 0?59019229\
a

Martin Hudson
Floor Layer

Carpet, Vinyl, Lino & Luxury Vinyl

We undertake projects of all shapes

S/

R & R Landscaping
Richard and Ryan Seamark
randrlandscapingl2@outlook.com - Turf Laying
07565421637 / 07498399521 - Patios
Call or email us today! - Fencing

and sizes. We specialise in:

- Garden Maintenance
- Garden Clearance

42 Ablngdon Road Drayton - And much more

CARDY CARS

Oxfordshire’s Female Owned & Operated Taxi Service

Easy booking online any time Or give us a call

“‘b_

o
\': = nmi' 0 @ @cardycars
d|

€€ Hello, we are your friendly, local taxi service for
advance bookings in Drayton and the surrounding
area, so give us a call to book your next journey.
We're here to he[p! 99 —Mya at Cardy Cars

x The BEST prices for Airport Transfers!

Get 10% off your next booking with code: |

Terms: One use per customer; cannot be combined with any other discount

@ 07588 588 640 g book@cardycars.com




CARD

GARD’s summer campaign is beginning. See this
as a NEW CAMPAIGN, as Thames Water move
towards their Planning Application in November.
We can still stop the Reservoir, as our banners
state.

JOIN GARD and work towards a full opposition at
the DCO hearings early next year. We can show
them that democracy works — three MPs,
Oxfordshire County Council, the two District
Councils, the town and parish councils: all these
oppose the Reservoir plans. Add your name to the
list of GARD members and be part of that
opposition. The joining link is on the website:
https://groupagainstreservoirdevelopment.org

Come forward and volunteer — we shall be
delivering leaflets to all the affected villages and
we are planning events too. There are jobs small
and large, active and more routine. Please get in
touch at gard.secretary@gmail.com

Advance notice of the AGM: Friday July 3.
Derek Stork

WHAT'S ON

Don't forget about our village event on 3d May.
Our map (see below) is ready and will be unveiled
on the day, by our eminent village resident,
Andrew Bax.

Everything has come together now, and there will
be a band and the village choir courtesy of Kay
Davies; there will be tea and walnut cakes
courtesy of my lovely volunteers; and there will be
races, treasure hunt, drawing competition and
tree planting for the children.

Come along from 3.00 until 5.00 for an afternoon
of family fun and entertainment.

CAUDWELL DAY CENTRE

Caudwell Day Centre booking contact details
have changed to:

Email: caudwelldaycentre@gmail.com
Telephone number 01235 531627

THANK YOU DANES!

As Friends of Drayton School Association (FODSA), we would like to express our heartfelt appreciation to
Danes Convenience Store for their continued support and commitment to our local community.

Danes is an integral part of our much-loved FODSA Scarecrow Trail each year, selling over 200 maps, all
while continuing their busy day-to-day work. This event simply wouldn't be possible without them.
Beyond this, they support us throughout the year with items for events, always going above and beyond

to help.

We were truly overwhelmed by their generosity in nominating FODSA for a charity donation through
their partnership with NISA and MADL, contributing £171 this year, following an incredible £730 last year.
FODSA supports Drayton Community Primary School, with all funds going towards enhancing and
enriching the education of more than 220 local children. This support allows us to do even more for the

pupils, and it makes a real difference.

Danes is so much more than a village shop, it is a valued and supportive part of the community, always
ready to get behind local events and good causes. We are incredibly grateful for everything they do.

We would also like to extend our thanks to The Red Lion and Vickery's Hardware Store for their help in
collecting in maps at the end of the trail, your support is always greatly appreciated.

On behalf of the children and the entire FODSA committee: thank you!



mailto:gard.secretary@gmail.com
mailto:caudwelldaycentre@gmail.com

HALLS GARAGE

Established 60 years — Servicing and repairs
e MOTs ¢ Batteries ¢ Diagnostic Facilities
e Vehicle Collection Service e All Makes and Models
(Milton Park, Drayton, Steventon, Culham,
Appleford, Sutton Courtenay)
mothallsgarage(@gmail.com

Open 06:30 to 18:00 Mon-Fri

The High Street, Sutton Courtenay, ABINGDON, 0X14 4AH
Tel: 01235 848236  Mobile 07767165072

. . ~
The Back Pain Centre
Dr Natalie Nickowski MScDe

Dr Emily White DC MChiro LRCC /‘\ ”
Paul Marshall BSC MSe DC
Chiropractic relief from: :

* Back pain & sciatica
* Frozen shoulder . FREE f

* Neck, shoulder & arm pain SPINAL
*Tennis/golfer's elbow SSESS

* Headaches & migraines

* Knee & ankle pain .

* Arthritis & postural problems ERNUENTIE

Spinal Analysis Machine

¢ Chronic pain
anies: BUPA - PPP - AXA

Sharman Roofing Ltd
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist
tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,

new builds, re-roofs, extensions,
maintenance & sheds

all work considered, call Mark on

07979 791075
sharmanroofingltd @gmail.com

L H GOODWIN professional decorator.
Our services include both domestic and
commercial painting and decorating.

We are fully insured and all work guaranteed
25 years’ experience — References available.
For a free estimate please call Leigh on

07789873483 or visit my website

TAYLORED ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Call: 07841677921

Email: taylored.electrical@outlook.com ﬂ @

www.lhgoodwin.co.uk
BN oy g
ll WINDOW REPAIR
—— COMPANY —

The Wooden Window Renovation Specialists
Flaking paint and cracked putty on your wooden windows and cills?
We specialise in repair and renovation to give your windows
anew lease of life!

‘We cut out rotten wood and replace with new timber.

‘We replace failed single/double glazing
Combined with modem & traditional paint solutions to give an
excellent finish inside and out
We are accredited suppliers and installers of Fineo© Vacuum Glazing
‘We also specialise in wood treatments, oils, stains and varnishes
Maintenance contracts & references are also available for peace of mind
All work guaranteed
Call us for your free estimate 07880 560 403
wiw.oxfordwindovwrepair.com

griffin interiors

...soft furnishing solutions...

Interiors and soft furnishings workroom located in
Appleford making quality handmade curtains,
pelmets, blinds, cushions. Alterations.
Headboards, loose covers and upholstery.

Poles, tracks and fitting service.

Design studio with extensive library of

fabrics and trimmings.
Interiors mentoring to make your house a home.
Over 30 years’ experience.
Off street parking.

Flexible opening hours by appointment

01235 847135/07808 762626
email: griffin.interiors.oxford@gmail.com
www. griffininteriorsoxford.com

Fabulous themed picnic, teepee and bell tent sleepover parties

Sarah Coombes
07779 300054

peony parties@out|look. com @
www.peonyparties.co.uk

effy ﬂ Fun and Imaginative Dance Classes
‘ for Children 2-16 years

OOITI =
““ 7 Book for a Free Taster Session!
Thursdays (@ Steventon Village Hall
Wednesdays @ Northcourt Centre, Abingdon
Email: bettybloomdance/@ gmail.com

Website for more information: bettybloomdance.co.uk
Mobile: 07785 232862




SCARECROWS 2026

FODSA would like to say a huge THANK YOU to everyone for your
incredible involvement in the Drayton Village Scarecrow Trail.
Whether you made a wonderful scarecrow or bought a map to take
part in the trail, you have helped to raise over £500 to help enrich the
lives of the pupils of Drayton Community Primary School.

We are delighted to announce our winners:

1st Place- Danger Mouse in his amazing Yellow car (number 3)
2nd Place- Delilah the Dog (number 34)
3rd Place - Deep Sea Diver (number 9)

The winner of the prize Draw is Sharon Dawson
A big congratulations to our winners and we will be in touch about
your prizes very soon. Well done to everyone who participated - you

have all helped to make this event such a success.

We are already looking forward to next year
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PARISH
COUNCIL REPORT

The Council met on April 13th.
Walnut Meadows

We are pleased to report that there has been no
evidence of any further vandalism or
unauthorised visits to the site following a recent
police visit.

Temporary lighting from the car park area to the
MUGASs has been installed, along with a
temporary walkway along the same route. Rubble
and waste has also been removed from the car
park area. There is some further work to be done
on drainage on the pitches and the sports
contractor is working on the perimeter track
around the sports pitches, but once that is
completed, we will look at removing the Heras
fencing around the site. The pitches have had
their first cut and look spectacular.

Once the booking software is available, we can
open the MUGAs for use.

An initial meeting of the Walnut Meadows
advisory group took place on 23rd March. It is
hoped that somme members of the the advisory
group, which is predominantly made up of
Drayton residents, will go forward to become
trustees for the organisation that will run and
manage the facilities.

If any Drayton resident is interested in becoming
involved in the Advisory group please contact Jon
at jon.fowler@draytonparish.gov.uk

Sutton Wick

OCC have commissioned an upgrade to the
‘carrier pipe' so hopefully this work will be
completed soon.

We are still looking for a contractor to undertake
dredging of the badly silted pond.

Planning

Land to west of Little Smiths Farm

As many of you will already know, plans for 31
additional houses at Halls Close were originally
rejected by the Vale of White Horse, however the
developers have appealed this decision.

The Parish Council objects to the plans. The full
plans and comments can be found on the VOWH
website. The Parish Council will, if requested
provide evidence as an ‘interested party’. We will
attend the start of the inquiry on 7th July and wiill
be able to give our views at the discretion of the
Inspector.

Celebration

Everyone is welcome to the Village Green
(opposite the Happy Shopper) on May 3rd at 3pm
for the unveiling of the Drayton map and planting
of a dwarf Walnut Tree.

Achievement

Finally, we would like to recognise the
achievement of our own Drayton Wonder
Wombman Lisa Hale. Lisa has achieved a
Guinness World Record for fastest female half
marathon runner dressed as a body part- ovaries.
Lisa ran the London Landmarks Half-Marathon
and raised a substantial amount of money for
Target Ovarian Cancer in recognition of her Mum
who died from ovarian cancer. Lisa, you're
awesome and we're proud of you.

The next regular Council meeting will be held on
May 11th, 7pm at the Caudwell Day Centre.

We have vacancies for Parish Councillors. If you
are interested, please contact the
clerk@draytonparish.gov.uk or come to a meeting
to see what we do.

Elaine Wade

Kosie s Haix cfoa’qe S_

n i’caqton '

| am open Monday to Friday 9.30 - 2.30.
Please ring or message me on 07842848784
Or find me on Facebook
by searching for Rosie’s Hair Lodge.

COOMBES

Home Improvements

ELECTRICAL e KITCHENS ® BATHROOMS

Dean Coombes

07827 258818
coombeshomeimprovements@gmail.com
www.coombeshomeimprovements.co.uk

14
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LOCAL GROUPS AND NEWS

DRAYTON W.I

We are pleased to announce the launch of
Drayton Youth Football Club, bringing junior
football back to the village after many years.

Affiliated with Drayton Men'’s Football Team, we
will have teams competing locally at U110 and U14
level for the 2026/27 season, as well as launching
an U6 training squad, preparing to compete in
the 2027/28 season.

All squads are open to new players. Please get in
touch if you have children going into Year 1, Year
5, or Year 9 this September.

As a brand-new club, we are starting from
scratch and facing a number of initial costs,
including goals and nets,
equipment, kits, pitch
maintenance and training
venue hire.

We are currently seeking
community sponsors to
support us with these costs and
would be very grateful to hear from

any local businesses interested in supporting the
club.

Secretary.draytonyouthfc@gmail.com

COMMUNITY WALK

Are you ready for the challenge? Then grab your
walking boots, bicycle or wheels, and join us for
our annual Flexicare Community Walk. Meeting
on Sunday 18th May at Snells Hall, East Hendred,
OX12 8LA.

Bring your family, friends, dogs and
determination; and join us at Snells Hall to start
between 8.30am and 10am. A range of walks are
available at 10 miles, 7.5 miles, 5 miles and 3
miles. Our 3 mile walk and village stroll are
wheelchair and buggy accessible. Homemade
cakes and refreshments provided! To register
please visit www.flexicare.org/news-events

This event is free entry for all to enjoy but if you
would like to help raise funds, your generosity will
help us to provide our unique, vital sitting service
for families with a disabled child. Flexicare is an
Oxfordshire charity providing a specialised sitting
service for families with a disabled child in
Oxford, Abingdon, Wantage and surrounding
villages for 40 years. Your generous donations
help us to continue to provide this unique, vital
service

15

The April meeting was both engaging and
entertaining, as we welcomed guest speakers
Paul and Michelle Gregory, who shared their
experiences of living in Hong Kong.

Paul, a former police officer, spoke about his work
and the unique challenges and insights that
came with policing in such a vibrant and densely
populated city. His perspective offered a
fascinating glimpse into daily life from a
professional standpoint, highlighting both the
cultural differences and the common threads
that connect communities.

Michelle complemented this by describing family
life in Hong Kong, where she raised their two
young daughters. She spoke warmly about
adapting to a new environment, the
opportunities it provided, and the memorable
moments they experienced as a family. The
couple also sharad the story of adopting their
son, which added a deeply personal and
touching dimension to their talk.

Together, Paul and Michelle painted a vivid
picture of life in Hong Kong, covering everything
from day-to-day routines to broader cultural
experiences. Their talk was not only informative
but also filled with humour, as they delighted
members with several funny and light-hearted
stories from their time abroad.

The meeting was thoroughly enjoyed by all,
offering both insight and laughter, and providing
a wonderful opportunity to learn about life in a
very different part of the world.

Our May Meeting will be a talk on Tax And Wills
by Bruce Wakeling. We always welcome visitors,
so please do come along and see us if you can.
Our meetings are usually held on the second
Thursday of each month at 7.30pm in the
Caudwell Day Centre, Gravel Lane

Georgina Arnold
Drayton WI Secretary

Town Furlong
Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864
www.townfurlong.co.uk



http://www.flexicare.org/news-events

p YOUR LOCAL GARAGE
c Servicing all makes and models of vehicles.
<~ mechanics Diagnostics. General Repairs.
( Tyres, Exhaust, Air Conditioning, MOT’s

Family-run TO-C
automotive garage OXFORD LTD

MUTS. Ser'\li.[:i.ng, l“Epai_r‘S ﬁ' more www.autocheckoxfordltd.com
autocheckoxfordltdi@,gmail.com
Unit 6, Station Yard, Steventon, Oxon, 0XI3 6RX Unit 3. Cuebar Court, Lashford Lane, Dry
Sandford.
Tel - 01235635330 0X13 6EB.
Email - office@povallmechanics.com 01865 730011

Web - www povallmechanics.com Courtesy cars available
Free collect and delivery service

=y
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*GROOMING

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
NOW
NEED A PLUMBER FOR THEDOGSSPOT.CO.UK
THE SMALL JOBS? 07526 304050 2 HIGH ST, ABINGDON, 0X14 5AX

01235 797386 *free delivery over £60,
same-day local delivery

5 STAR SERVICE 4 % % % % taps-toilets.co.uk

4 Local Dog Walking
I will walk and feed your dog
while you are out
DBS checked and fully insured
Instagram: pawsome_walkiesx

. rchitectural

9 esign

-ervices

Over 40 years experience in the Building Industry.
Plans and Specification prepared on Autocad for
Planning Permission and Building Regulations Approval
for all kinds of Building Work. Contact: Steve Lester

stevelesterads@gmail.com Mobile 07818-7515264

E: pawsomewalkies5@gmail.com
\_ Phone: 07493830191

AT AN TN
A VYWY ‘t.f'. . R t
jtalian Ru.mmmf”&A"H'"mrmmu_.,m HEARING CENTRE

Improved Hearing is Improved Quality of Life!
Professional, compassionate and individualised

Authentic Italian restaurant with a
covered garden terrace &

. . hearing care and solutions
licensed Wedding venue g

Hearing tests, hearing aids, ear wax removal,

Opening times custom noise protection, custom swim plugs and
Friday and Saturday 5.30pm last orders 8.30pm more
Private function on request www.resonatehearingcentre.co.uk
Wakes from 10 am Monday - Saturdays Phone: 01235 838515

Email: info@resonatehearingcentre.co.uk
Harwell Innovation Centre, Harwell Science and
Innovation Campus, Curie Avenue, OX11 0QG

Website www.La-Fontana.co.uk
Telephone 01235 868287
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HAIR
THERAPY

MON/TUES : 9:15 - 5PM
WED : CLOSED

TEMRR TS RPN FRIENDLY PERSONALISED CARE
FRI: 9:15 - 6PM

SAT :9:15 - 3PM

CHILD/OAP PRICING

10% BLUE LIGHT DISCOUNT
CALL - 01235 399043 Home Companionship Prescription & Medical
BOOKSOLO.CO/HAIR-THERAPY- LSl L medication  appointments

SALON-BYJOANNE
. .
\ % for % Powerof  Transport for Shoppingon-

Attorneys social visits line or local Preparation
ABINGDON & DIDCOT

Locally owned by Vets,
Dan & Lucy.

" Proudly offering trusted
i care for your pets.

First Aid Trained | Enhanced DBS | Fully Insured

e 07889 985386 @ mandybiddle@btinternet.com

Laparoscopic (Keyhole) Surgery, BOAS
Digital X-ray & Ultrasound, Cardiology, Orthopaedics
Chemotherapy & Cancer Treatment
& so much more'

A CHAPEL IN THE
HEART OF THE
COUNTRYSIDE

Proprietor: Michael Didcock
Hill Farm, Church Lane
Steventon, 0X13 6SW

vww.ridgewayfuneralservice.co.uk
info@ridgewayfunerals.co.uk

01235 355269

% 01865 347596
(V) 07456469397

01235 462350
(V) 07701 410156

MEMBER

DIRECTORS

ANDY BRYAN BUILDERS

For all types of building work from a
reliable local company

Extensions, Alterations, Kitchens & Bathrooms,
Carpentry, Decorating, Patios, Plastering,

Roofing, Brickwork and Plumbing

I MOB: 07905386150 !

Q CareQuality
Commission
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FROM WESTMINSTER

Spring is a beautiful time across the constituency,
with warm sunshine at last, and so many
roadsides and woods enhanced by daffodils and
bluebells.

In recent months, | have been engaging in many
local community campaigns, including the
sudden closure of East Hagbourne Post Office.
During a visit to the East Hagbourne Community
Shop, | met with the shop’'s dedicated volunteers.
They explained that the post office closure limits
residents' access to essential services and risks
the future of the community shop. This small
establishment brings so much value to the
community; its loss would be felt significantly.
Having already met with the national Post Office
organisation directly, | will continue to work with
the East Hagbourne community and raise this
case with government to find a solution.

Trump's illegal military actions in Iran have
caused significant death and global disruption to
gas and oil supplies, which rural areas have felt
the brunt of. Many constituents have expressed
concerns over tripling oil prices and the need for
urgent support for rural communities, many of
whom are dependent on heating oil for warmth. |
signed an Early Day Motion to introduce a three-
month zero rating of VAT and price caps to help
alleviate some of this financial burden. The
government must take action to protect rural
residents vulnerable to sudden price rises.

In Parliament | raised concerns about local
government funding, road safety, and improving
women’s health. In a debate on the condition of
rural roads, attended by MPs representing dozens
of counties all frustrated by the state of their
roads, | spoke about the need for better
approaches to road design, maintenance, and
repair across the country. Funding to maintain
our roads must be spent both on fixing potholes,
and on long-term, preventative work, such as
drainage improvements and surface dressing.

Back in the constituency, | have spent time with
some incredible community organisations,
education facilities, and local businesses. | had a
beautiful tour of the nature reserve at the Sutton
Courtenay Environmental Education Centre, near
Milton Park, run by the Berkshire,
Buckinghamshire, and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust
(BBOWT), which educates the community about
protecting nature and local wildlife. In addition, |
answered questions from Year 12 Politics
students at Wallingford School.

| had a fascinating visit of Moderna Innovation
and Technology Centre, a biotechnology
company manufacturing vaccines based on
Harwell Campus, and learnt about Infinis, based
in Sutton Courtenay, who are turning gases from
landfill sites into renewable energy.
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After an excellent lunch at the White Hart in
Harwell, | spoke with the publican about ongoing
pressures on the local hospitality industry. | have
joined Liberal Democrat colleagues in calling for
a 5% VAT cut for hospitality, and against
government policies on business rates and
employer national insurance contributions, which
are making life very difficult for our hospitality
sector. | also attended Wantage and Grove Street
Pastors on an evening patrol, engaging with the
local community.

These constituency activities help me understand
the day-to-day challenges faced by people and
organisations in the local area, and | will continue
to hold the Labour government to account and
push for change at a national level.

Olly Glover,
olly.glover.mp@parliament.uk

WelCleanjOuens

...50 you don’t have to!
Call us today to have your
cooking appliances sparkling, using
our own eco-friendly products.

Our oven cleaning experts will
leave you free to enjoy your

Local | National | Affordable

2] 01235 239938

TRUSTIST

@ ~2BINGDON
@FrELT ROOFING

TEL: 01235 239631

flat roofing specialists. tile repairs. Fascias, moss

removal, guttering, leadwork, felt roofs. 10,15,20,
year guarantees supplied with all roofing works
GET IN CONTACT FOR YOUR FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 01235 239631

EMAIL: abingdonfeltroofing@outlook.com

Web:Abingdonfeltroofing.co.uk

Proud members of

Checekatrade.com

Where reputation matters




DRAYTON HALL NEWS

Time for the Hall C'tee AGM, Monday May 18th, 7.30.
Our last appeal for more help was a great success
(thx to Debbie and Kathy), and as it seems that
longterm c'tee stalwarts Fred & Sue will be stepping
down, as and when some suitable new blood
appears (?), we shall indeed be needing those new
volunteers. COULD YOU PLEASE HELP? See the
back page for contact details.

It's another ANTIQUES Fair, Sunday May 3rd, 9am to
about 3pm, and a few new stalls apparently, that's
plus Kathy running her great value cafe for one of
her good causes (lovely breakfast!). Another one on
June 7th too.

Kathy is also running Coffee Mornings in Hall on
WEDS mornings (10 to midday), all for good causes,
not just tea, coffee and cake, but a well-filled bacon
sarnie if you like!

Oh, and it's the annual Hamstershow again, May 9th,
and they always run a class for assorted pet rodents,
chance of a rosette?! Search online or F'book for the

Midland & Southern Hamster Club, then the section

for ‘Pet entry’.

We also have a Charity Craft Fair, Sunday May 24th,
10am, and it's in aid of a terrific cause, SOBELL
HOUSE. Search the local F'book page for more info.

Thanks to all those who bring clothes (and/or shoes)
for the charity bin (in aid of the Child's Air
Ambulance, a very good cause). BUT — partly due to
the OCC's new and much criticised policy at
recycling centres, we see bags dumped when the
bin is full — and that'’s officially ‘fly tipping’! The Hall
gets charged to REMOVE them - which affects the
community. OTHER CLOTHING bins are in the
village, at the Red Lion and the ‘Danes/Mace’ shop,
the local Tesco stores have them, and also at the
Gainsborough Green shops. You can also put clothes
out, in a carrier bag, by your green recycling bin (& in
passing, small electricals in a bag on black bin day!).

Now, a shout out for our TODDLER GROUP
(Thursday mornings), leader Tracey tells me that she
has space for a few more little customers!

Our Friday exercise classes continue, KEEP FIT with
FAYE, (1Tam for an hour --- seated if you prefer!). And
mustn't forget PILATES (Tues mornings, Alex, she's
been with us for ages), contact info on the back

page.
And Sabrina should be returning, in record time
after becoming a mum (well done!), with her Karate

classes!

Tony Holmes
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A OXFORD
WOOoD
RECYCLING
Celebrating 20 Years of
Oxford Wood Recycling
For 20 years, we've been:
- Reclaiming good wood from waste
- Creating local jobs
- Supporting vulnerable adults

We need your l\e{’ P to Lﬂeef Dl MiSSiDh a.F ve.

Our fundraising goal is
£20,000 over the next 20 months
Donations of any size are
greatly appreciated E
Find us at 4 Suffolk Way, E
Abingdon, 0X14 5DX -
Tel: 01235 861228 - www.oxfordwoodrecycling.org.uk

Scan the QR code to donate

LE GARD

BY’ Services EN
Professional Tree Surgery & Landscaping
Tree Felling Stump Grinding

Topping
Pruning and Shaping Fencing & Turfing

lvy & Climbers Pruned

Hedge Cutting Mulching & Gravelling

ALL TYPES OF LANDSCAPING & FENCING WORKS
UNDERTAKEN NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

All green and garden waste removed

Tel: 01865 475223 or 07391 204145

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT w;g*}’

o




DRAYTON DIARIES

WEDNESDAYS

10:00am Pebbles Baby Group (Church)
All ever.its held in Drayton Hall unless . 10:00am Coffee Morning (for Good Causes)
otherwise stated. To book the Hall email
bookings@draytonvh.co.uk or call on (01235) 1:30pm Whist Drive (Caudwell DC)
531180. See the website: www.draytonvh.co.uk
. U3A Science/Tech, 1st Weds (07890
Sat 2nd 9:30am Private function (dog show) P 385931) ##
Sun 3rd 9:00am Antigues fair (til 3pm) 2:00pm Drayton Wives (Last Wednesday, most
’ months) ##
Sun 3rd 3:.00pm Drayton Map Ceremony
2:00pm Badminton
Wed 6th 10:00am Coffee morning (weekly)
) Brownies (term-time / Laura 07916
Sat 9th 10:00am Hamster show 6:00pm 459435) #it
: Parish Council Meeting Short Mat Bowling Club (looking for
Mon1lth | 7:00pm (Caudwell D) Bz o gon mgmbers() g
Sat 16th All day Private function THURSDAYS
Sun 17th 8:30am Flexicare walk (E Hendred)
9:30am Parent & Toddler Group
Mon 18th 5:00pm Chronicle deadline
Holy Communion (**) St Peter’s Lad
Mon 18th 7:30pm Hall C'tee AGM 9:45am Y Cha(pe)l Y
Sat 23rd All day Private function Baptist Café (to Tprm) NOW IN >>
: — 11:00am & i
Sun 24th | 10:00am Charity craft fair (til 4pm) Caudwell DC
How to Book Other Drayton Venues: 2:00pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session

To hire the Caudwell Day Centre, please contact
Vicky Malin, caudwelldaycentre@gmail.com &
01235 531627. Or, for small meetings, the Church
Hall may be OK, for their contact info see the St
Peter's page in this edition.

Crafts Group (2nd Thursday — run by
2:00pm | U3A, but it's simple to join. Call Kate for
info 01235 550486) ##

5:30pm Rainbows (girls 5 to 7 yrs) ##

Weekly in Drayton Hall unless stated otherwise.
[## = Small Hall in Village Hall]

Sequence Dancing (01235 531107 for

7:30pm i)

MONDAYS

TUESDAYS

10:00am | Coffee Morning (2nd Mon - Caudwell)
2:00pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session
4:00pm Damascus Youth (taking a break)
715pm Badminton (Looking for new players)
7:45pm Bell-ringing for 1.5 hours (St Peter’s)

930am Pilates (via Alexandra Merson 07788

’ 24892)
1:45pm Drayton Art Group (Caudwell)

) Tuesday Connect - Ist Tuesdays
2:30pm (Church)

) Karate/'Dojang X' session (Sabrina 07938
6:30pm 537310)

Women's Institute Meeting (2nd Thurs)

7:30pm Caudwell DC

Drayton Community Choir (2nd/4th
7:30pm | Thurs) Call Kay for info 01235 204187
Church Room

FRIDAYS

11:00am Keep Fit with FAYE (07815 583591)

Karate/'Dojang X' sessions (07938
537310)

SUNDAYS

For all the latest info re their Services,
(*) please see our St Peter's Church

page

415pm

6:00pm Evening Service (Baptist Church)

Printed on FSC paper in Kingston Bagpuize:
Tel. 01865 820088 artisan

print & sign solut
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