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CHRONICLE INFORMATION

KEY DATES

The next Drayton Chronicle will be the
November issue, edited by Vicky Billingham
editor@draytonchronicle.net

Issue Advert!smg Contrlbsltlon
deadline deadline
November October 16" October 19'"
December | November 13" | November 16%"

NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Contributions to and advertisements in the
Chronicle are very welcome. Please send us
your letters, reports from village clubs and
societies, articles, tips and advice, photos,
suggestions etc.

Always include your name, address, and (in
case clarification is needed) your phone
number. Without names, we will usually not
print an item at all. The editor reserves the
right to place, edit, shorten or even reject
contributions as required.

Please send your contributions by email to:
editor@draytonchronicle.net

ADVERTISING

Advertising charges: for single Block Advert
(@approx. 9cm x 4.5 cm):-

Advertiser 1insert 6 inserts

category 3 inserts 12 inserts
Drayton

resident £7 £19 £36 £70
Non-Drayton .o o) £43 £83

resident

Double-sized adverts (approx. 9cm x 9cm) are
charged at twice the above rates. All advertising
MUST be paid for in advance.

Requests for advertisements should (preferably)
be emailed to the Chronicle advertising
manager (advertising@draytonchronicle.net),
or

placed in the box at Vickery's. We will then
contact you.

If email is impossible, please place your
contribution, typed or handwritten, in the
Chronicle box outside Vickery's Hardware Store
on Drayton Green, or post to Vickery's. 5 The
Green, Drayton, Abingdon, Oxon. OX14 4JA.

artisan

print & sign solutions
A ege for detail

« Large Format

« PVC Outdoor Banners

« Roller Banners

« Pop-Up Exhibition Stands
« Vehicle Graphics

» Business Stationery
+ Leaflets & Flyers

« Newsletters

» Books & Booklets

+ Reports & Manuals
« Cards & Calendars

and much more...

-

OXFORD

Ki

Marcham

artisan

print & ségn solutions

Artisan Print and Sign Solutions

H4 & H5, Kingston Business Park,
Kingston Bagpuize, Oxon, OX13 5FB

print@artisanprintsolutions.co.uk
www.artisanprintsolutions.co.uk
01865 820088

DISCLAIMER: This Journal is published in good faith and great care is taken in its completion. The
organisers of the DRAYTON CHRONICLE, and its Agents, therefore accept no responsibility for
OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for the validity of any ADVERTISEMENT.

Many thanks to Matthew Selby for his amazing drone shot of Drayton in the drought which appeared on last

month’s front cover.




ST PETER'S CHURCH

T DAMASCUS

Parish
Drayton | Appleford | Milton
Sutton Courtenay | Steventon

Part of the DAMASCUS Parish www.damascusparish.org.uk

Administrator: Alison Bampton 01235 847179
Curate: Rev Dov Whittle 07586 969985
Email: rector@damascusparish.org.uk or admin@, or curate@

Thursday T 9:30am | Holy Communion

Holy Communion for
Sunday 4™ 9:30 am | Harvest with donations to
Abingdon Food Bank

Thursday 8" 9:30 am | Celtic Prayer
DAMASCUS All age Holy
Peter's.
Thursday 15 930 am | Holy Communion
8.00 a.m Holy Communion (BCP) with

prayers for healing

th
Sunday 18 Holy Communion with

9:30.am prayers for healing

Thursday 22" 9:30 am | Holy Communion

Sunday 25" 930 am |Morning Praise

Thursday 29t 9:30am | Holy Communion

REGULAR EVENTS

Knit & Natter (first Monday)

izrr: i No need to be a knitter, if you'd
Mondays just like a natter
Bellringing practice (each
7.
30pm Monday
Tuesdavs 2:30pm | First Tuesday Connections
Y -4pm | All welcome for a cuppa & chat
Pebbles Baby & Toddler Group
Wednesdays For more information contact
. 10am
(term-time) Katy or Cheryl

draytonpebbles@hotmail.com

Follow us on Facebook: scan the QR
code or search for

St Peter's Church,

Drayton, Abingdon

The church remains open daily (Sun-Sat, 10-4pm).
From Sunday 25" October, the church will remain open until
3 p.m and *Thursday morning services will start at 9.30 a.m
from 1% October

t St. Peter’s Church

All Souls’ Service, 1** November at 3pm

A time to remember loved ones who are no longer with
us and light a candle in remembrance of them.
If you would like a loved one’s name to be read out at
this service, there is a sheet on the welcome desk in
Church to add their details.

YOU STAY WE PRAY OCT 2026

27" - 3% Oct Whitehorns Way;

4™ - 10" Corneville Rd; Crabtree Lane;
Lesparre Close;

M -17*" Drayton Rd ; Milton Rd; New Cut
Mill: Fisher Close; Marcham Rd; Meads Close;
Rippington Court; Stone Hill

18%" - 24" Steventon Rd; Kiln Lane; Mott
Cottages; Barton Court

25" - 315 Oct Whitehorns Way

PARISH REGISTER
Funeral
27" August Doreen Fincham

Memorial Service

2" August Andrew Richard Gill

Baptisms
12" July Hunter Robert Holton-
Webb




ST PETER'S CHURCH

From the DAMASCUS Ministry Team

My final letter for the various newsletters of the
DAMASCUS Parish comes to you from a wet
West Wales, where my husband and | are, as |
write, twelve days into our retirement. The rain
comes as a refreshing delight after the parched
Oxfordshire we left behind us just a few short
weeks ago, and tells us it is definitely autumn, not
summer. Time moves on and the seasons
change, but | take great delight in looking back
on my final service in the parish, on 30th August
when over 260 people filled All Saints’ Church in
Sutton Courtenay to say farewell.

After twenty-three years in the parish, it is hard to
find words large enough to hold both my
gratitude and my goodbye. Serving among the
churches and communities of the DAMASCUS
Parish has been one of the deepest privileges of
my life. Together we have shared worship and
weddings, baptisms and funerals, school
assemblies and village events, quiet conversations,
practical challenges, laughter, tears, and many
signs of God’s grace at work among us.

| am profoundly thankful for the trust you placed
in me, for the welcome you gave both me and my
family, and for the countless acts of kindness that
have sustained me along the way. Parish ministry
is never the work of one person alone, and | want
especially to thank churchwardens, PCC members,
the Ministry Team, all volunteers, musicians, bell-
ringers, flower arrangers, administrators, pastoral
visitors, schools, multiple village organisations, and
everyone who has prayed, served, encouraged, and
simply turned up faithfully. You have made these
years rich beyond measure.

Retirement, and our move to Wales, marks a real
ending, and there is sadness in leaving people and
places that have shaped my heart. Yet it is also a

Exploring_Faith With Alpha

Led by Revs Ann and Peter Templeman at
5 Newman Lane, Drayton

Please email anntempleman@live.co.uk or call
07877 659156 if you would like to come along to
one or more sessions, beginning Wednesday 14"
and 28" October at 7.30pm.

new beginning, and | go with deep peace, carrying
many treasured memories with me - not to
mention the hundreds of cards, messages of
appreciation, and the extremely generous gifts |
was presented with at my final service. | was, and
am, overwhelmed by your kindness and
generosity.

Please be assured of my continuing prayers for you
all as the parish enters its next season of life. Thank
you, from the bottom of my heart, and may God
bless you richly in the changing seasons and years
ahead.

With love and prayers, Helen
The Reverend Helen Kendrick, Former Rector of
the DAMASCUS Parish

A date for your diary!

Our Christmas Cracker event will be held on
Saturday 14th November 10.00a.m - 12 noon. Do
come and join us.

More details in the November Chronicle.

FRIENDLY PERSONALISED CARE

Home
Care

Medical
appointments

Meal
Preparation

Companionship Prescription &
& support medication

Power of
Attorneys

Transport for
social visits

Shopping on-
line or local

First Aid Trained | Enhanced DBS | Fully Insured

e 07889 985386

@ mandybiddle@btinternet.com




OPENING OF DRAYTON HALL

When Drayton Hosted “Any Questions?”

The North Berks Herald (now the Abingdon
Herald) of 15 May 1975 featured the opening
of Drayton Hall with two weeks of
festivities, including a dinner dance with
cabaret, a comedy staged by the Drayton
Players, and a live broadcast of BBC Radio's
Any Questions? This popular discussion
programme has been broadcast weekly
since 1948.

On this occasion the panel, chaired by
David Jacobs, consisted of Jeremy Thorpe,
leader of the Liberal Party; Peter Hall,
director of the National Theatre; Lord
Mancroft, chairman of the Tote; and
Corinna Adam, assistant editor of the New
Statesman. The illustration also features
Mrs Thorpe and Norman Stimpson,
chairman of the first Hall committee.

Those with long memories will remember
that Jeremy Thorpe's parliamentary career
ended in scandal when he faced charges of
conspiracy and incitement to murder, of
which he was eventually acquitted.

Norman Stimpson ran his family
greengrocer’'s in Ock Street, Abingdon, in
premises now converted to flats.

He lived in the High Street, and his wife,
Daria, started the village History Society
with Teresa Taylor.

Part of its fascinating archive is on show in
Drayton Hall during the mornings of
Wednesdays 21 and 28 October.

The newspaper article mentions that after the
broadcast Jeremy Thorpe and his wife went to
meet local members of the Liberal Party at Old
Lodge in Henleys Lane, the home of Dr Graves-
Stanwick. Despite his English-sounding name,
Dr Graves-Stanwick was, in fact, Polish. As a
medical student in Prague, he fled just before
the Nazi invasion and crossed the Channel by
rowing boat. He was succeeded as the local GP
by Dr Richard Casson.

It is probable that the Any Questions?
broadcast was arranged by my predecessor at
Pusey Cottage, Michael Henderson. He was a
senior BBC executive who, five years earlier,
had launched BBC Radio Oxford.

Andrew Bax

Left-right: Norrhan Stimpson, David Jacobs, Mrs
Thorpe, Lord Mancroft, Jeremy Thorpe

We undertake projects of all shapes
and sizes. We specialisein:

%

R & R Landscaping
Richard and Ryan Seamark

- Garden Maintenance
- Garden Clearance

Community Library in Drayton
Borrow a book, leave a book, keep the literary
gears turning, right here on 49 Whitehorns Way.

randrlandscapingl2@outlook.com - Turf Laying
07565421637 / 07498399521 - Patios

Call or email us today! - Fencing

42 Abingdon Road, Drayton - And much more




THE ABINGDON DAMASCUS YOUTH PROJECT (ADYP)

A New Chapter for Abingdon Damascus
Youth Project in Drayton

There's an exciting new chapter beginning
for Abingdon Damascus Youth Project
(ADYP) — and we want the Drayton
community to be right at the heart of it. For
more than two decades, ADYP has
supported young people across the
DAMASCUS villages.

What's happening in Drayton? Things are
already moving! We are now engaging with

around 30 different young people in Drayton.

Our new Monday evening meet-up at the
fantastic MUGA is giving young people a
relaxed space to meet, chat, play some sport
and, importantly, get to know our youth
workers. A big thank you to Drayton Parish
Council for its support in helping us get this
underway.

But Monday nights are only part of the story.
Our youth workers are also getting out and
about across Drayton delivering detached
youth work, meeting young people where
they naturally spend their time and building
relationships.

We're starting to identify young people
and families who might benefit from some
additional support or mentoring. Through
our collaboration with TAB, we can also help
young people access more specialist mental
health and wellbeing support where needed.
We're equally interested in spotting
potential. There are young people in Drayton
who could become the Youth Ambassadors
and community leaders of the future, and
we want to give them opportunities to
discover what they are capable of.

Building community together
e What would make young people feel
more connected to Drayton? What skills
and experiences could adults in the
village share with the next generation?
e Could a local resident become a mentor?

e Could a business give a young person an
opportunity?

e Could someone share a skill?

e Could young people themselves help
shape something that makes Drayton an
even better place to grow up?

Over the next year, these are some of the
conversations we want to start having. We are
also delighted to receive the support and
blessing of The Reverend Canon Helen
Kendrick, Rector of the DAMASCUS Parish, for
this new collaboration.

Could you be part of what comes next?
ADYP's new trustees and youth work team
have big ambitions, but this won't work
through charities and professionals alone.
Strong young people need strong
communities around them.

We want the Damascus Youth Project to
continue being shaped by the young people
and communities we serve, and there are lots
of ways you can get involved:

e Are you a young person?
If you would like to find out more about what
we do, get involved in activities, or simply
have a chat with one of the team, we would
love to hear from you. Please get in touch
using the contact details below.

e Could you support the project?
We are always keen to hear from people who
have skills, experience, or simply some time
and enthusiasm to offer. Whether you might
be interested in volunteering, supporting
activities, or potentially becoming a trustee,
please get in touch (Email: info@adyp.org.uk
Kirsty@theabingdonbridge.org.uk; Tel: 01235
522375)
Become a Friend of Damascus



https://draytonchronicle.net:2096/cpsess2956143304/3rdparty/roundcube/?_task=mail&_caps=pdf%3D1%2Cflash%3D0%2Ctiff%3D1%2Cwebp%3D1%2Cpgpmime%3D0&_uid=22&_mbox=INBOX.October%202026%20Gaston&_framed=1&_action=preview#NOP
https://draytonchronicle.net:2096/cpsess2956143304/3rdparty/roundcube/?_task=mail&_caps=pdf%3D1%2Cflash%3D0%2Ctiff%3D1%2Cwebp%3D1%2Cpgpmime%3D0&_uid=22&_mbox=INBOX.October%202026%20Gaston&_framed=1&_action=preview#NOP

\\ SAMPLE MENU:

* Large sourdough
| » Walnut sourdough

BEAKEHRY
_‘__/

* Sunflower and
sesame sourdough

+ Demi baguette

* Ciabatta

» Raspberry and
vhite chocolate brioche

Le Tournesol bakery produces
a boutique range of Sourdough
loaves, continental breads
and brioches.

All hand made at our

micro bakery here in Drayton,

AVAILABLE FOR COLLECTION

%% ON FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
1 MORMINGS 7:30 10 AM

. i
o

Simply check “le tournesol bakery” on Facebook
for the weekly menu (or feel free to email with

Follow us and enquiries:

enquiries) and send an order to us at n
letournesolbakery4 2@gmail.com two days beforehand

{this is =0 our lovely levain can work its magic)

Larkmead &«
vETs T &
Proudly Independent

Caring for your pets 24-hours a day

e 01235 814991/ 01491 651379

& www.larkmead.co.uk
®) 07360 277998

www.larkmead.co.uk @] ;
Didcot | Great Western Park | Wantage | Cholsey | Benson | Sutton Courtenay

Drayton Post Office
Post Office opening hours
Mon - Sat 9 - 6pm
& CONVENIENCE STORE
Open Mon - Sat 7 — 10 pm Sun 8 — 10pm
9 The Green, Drayton, OX14 4JA
01235 531359

ANDY BRYAN BUILDERS

For all types of building work from a
reliable local company

Extensions, Alterations, Kitchens & Bathrooms,
Carpentry, Decorating, Patios, Plastering,
Roofing, Brickwork and Plumbing

I MOB: 07905386150 !

FREE RANGE EGGS?

HAVE YOU TRIED OUR

DRAYTON SUTTON|COURTENAY
BROOK FARM
Brook Farm, Milton Road
0X14 4EZ g ENTOU SALTON
OPENING HOURS

Mon to Sat - 9.00am to 1.00pm Except Friday 9.00am to 6.00pm
FREE RANGE EGGS, & POTATOES (if available)

DANES/MACE STORE

Mon-Sat Sam-8pm — Sun & Bank Hols 6am-6pm
FOR ALL YOUR PAPERS, MAGAZINES,
GROCERIES, FROZEN FOODS,
CARDS, OFF LICENCE and
SAVOURY SNACKS.

Co-op groceries are also
available for sale here.

Small bakery cakes, biscuits and

Fresh sandwiches
Now wITH PAYPOINT )
TeEL: 01235554813 5

E: danes.stores mail.com

P>

PayPoint

(c
? Resonate

HEARING CENTRE
Improved Hearing is Improved Quality of Life!
Professional, compassionate and individualised
hearing care and solutions
Hearing tests, hearing aids, ear wax removal,
custom noise protection, custom swim plugs and
more
www.resonatehearingcentre.co.uk
Phone: 01235 838515
Email: info@resonatehearingcentre.co.uk
Harwell Innovation Centre, Harwell Science and

Innovation Campus, Curie Avenue, OX11 0QG
AT

HAIR
U THERAPY

MON/TUES : 9:15 - SPM
WED : CLOSED
THURS : 9:15 - 7:30PM
FRI: 9:15 - 6PM
SAT : 9:15 - 3PM

CHILD/OAP PRICING
10% BLUE LIGHT DISCOUNT

CALL - 01235 399043

BOOKSOLO.CO/HAIR-THERAPY-
SALON-BYJOANNE



Olly Glover MP

DRAYTON HALL NEWS

| have raised the importance of adequate
central government funding for our local
councils so that they can provide the essential
social services we rely on. | have also spoken
about safety concerns relating to new
technology advancements such as Meta's
Smart Glasses, as well as the regulation of
retirement property management companies.
During a Westminster Hall debate on global
biodiversity loss, | called for a nationwide
broadcast of the People's Emergency Briefing,
a film focused on enhancing public awareness
of the climate crisis and environmental risks.
This summer we saw the real impact of climate
change on our area, so I'm really pleased to see
many local groups in the constituency
organising viewings and working together to
raise awareness of this urgent issue. Across the
constituency, I've enjoyed attending BunkFest
in Wallingford, Boundary Park's 10" anniversary
in Didcot plus visits to the new Tap Social
venue at Milton Park, LTi Metaltech and Crown
Packaging, businesses creating highly skilled
jobs for local people.

Following my final summer surgery in Cholsey,
| met with Andrew fromm Amwell Springs
Brewery, who produces excellent craft beer. |
was also pleased to attend the resurfacing and
reopening of Hobbyhorse Lane with ClIr Peter
Stevens, who has worked hard alongside
residents to resurface this important walking
and cycling route linking Appleford and Sutton
Courtenay. Over a lunch at the Plum Pudding,
Milton Parish Council and | discussed
pedestrian access and cycle routes to/from
Milton Heights, particularly the bridge at the
Milton Interchange, which | will continue
working to make happen. Working with the
Mill Brook Restoration Group, we have
continued our campaign to restore Mill Brook,
hosting a site visit with Thames Water, the
Environment Agency and Oxfordshire County
Council to securing a commitment to work
together on addressing the issue.

Olly Glover

MP for the Didcot and Wantage Constituency
olly.glover.mp@parliament.uk

voicemail on 0207 219 7657

Firstly, a reminder that the Hall now has CCTV
installed, and we've already seen the excellent
clarity of the pictures.

Secondly, something new for the Hall: Sunday,
18th October features a Modern Jive session,
described (I think!) as a ‘Social Dance’ club. It
runs from 5 pm (£10) — see local Facebook for
any updates nearer the time. They say:

e The Music: Playing the best music tracks in a
variety of styles to suit all abilities, so there is
something for everyone’s taste.

e Warm, Welcoming Vibe: Great lighting, a
smooth sprung dance floor, and non-stop
music to keep you dancing all evening.

¢ Details: Hot drinks and water are provided.

e Beginners Welcome: If you like dancing to
popular tunes, you will be fine.

Lee is back for another Jewellery Valuation
session on Wednesday, 7th October (9:00 am to
midday). For any questions about his service,
please call 07834 462508. His updated leaflet
states, “We buy Gold, Silver & Platinum, free Gold
Valuations,” but if you have a query about coins
(pre-1947), watches, brooches, chains, etc., he
can help. | believe he can also arrange a private
home visit for those who aren’t so mobile.

It's another Antiques Fair on Sunday, 4th
October, from 9:00 am to about 3:00 pm, with a
few new stalls apparently, plus Kathy running
her great-value café for one of her good causes
(lovely breakfast!). There is another one on 1Ist
November too.

Kathy is also running Coffee Mornings in the Hall
on Wednesday mornings (10:00 am to midday)
for good causes. It's not just tea, coffee, and cake,
but a well-filled bacon sarnie if you like! And to
coincide with her mornings, on 21st and 28th
October, there will be an exhibition celebrating
the former History Society (see separate article).
Finally, I've just heard that Sabrina’s karate
classes, which have been quite busy for a while,
may now have openings for new recruits. They
run on Tuesday and Friday evenings—please see
the back page for times and age groups. They
are also trialling a new Tuesday session (6:00

1 n

pm) for ‘Little Ninjas'.

Tony Holmes



mailto:olly.glover.mp@parliament.uk

FRESHWATER HABITATS TRUST

Dear Parish Clerk, | am writing on behalf of
the Freshwater Habitats Trust to ask whether
your parish council could help us promote
our Ock Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS)
Project and recruit local volunteers.

The project aims to improve our
understanding of the distribution of invasive
plants—particularly Himalayan balsam—
along watercourses throughout the Ock
catchment. Trained volunteers are helping us
survey streams and brooks, providing the
evidence needed to develop a rdinated plan
to manage and eradicate these species.

We would be very grateful if you could share
details of this volunteering opportunity
through your parish newsletter, website,
social media channels, or local noticeboards.
Volunteers will receive full guidance on
identifying invasive species and carrying out
surveys; No prior experience is required.

Anyone interested can find further details
and register on our project, click on
freshwaterhabitats.org.uk and then search for
ock-invasive-non-native-species

We would also be keen to hear from
residents or landowners who have spotted
Himalayan balsam on their land or near a
local watercourse, as their reports will help
direct our survey efforts.

Please let me know if you would like
additional information, images, or shorter
copy for your communications channels.
Thank you very much for your support in
reaching residents across the Ock catchment
to help protect our local waterways.

Best wishes,
Lizzie Every

a°
Freshwater
Habitats Trust

We are Freshwater Habitats Trust

We've been creating, restoring and protecting
freshwater habitats for nearly 40 years. Through
scientific research, practical conservation, policy
work, and outreach, we apply the latest
evidence to deliver real change for life in
freshwater.

Freshwater is our passion. Together, we can
make a difference for wildlife

Our streams, ponds, wetlands, lakes, rivers and
ditches create a network that supports
freshwater wildlife — and is essential for our own
wellbeing. But these habitats have never faced
greater threats.

We have a vision for a better future. We're
working with partners and volunteers to create,
restore and protect high quality habitats for
freshwater wildlife. As the UK's leading charity
for all freshwaters, we're reversing the long
decline of freshwater biodiversity by building a
national network of wilder, cleaner, connected
freshwaters.

Our Work

Reversing the decline in freshwater biodiversity
Freshwater Habitats Trust is a national wildlife
conservation charity and our aim is to reverse
the decline in freshwater biodiversity. We work
to achieve this through practical conservation,
scientific research, community engagement
and by influencing policy.

As an evidence-based organisation, we target
our practical delivery work where it will make a
real difference. We have projects in many parts
of the UK, focusing on restoring and protecting
high quality habitats for freshwater wildlife.



https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/ock-invasive-non-native-species/
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/ock-invasive-non-native-species/

PARISH

Walnut Meadows

At the time of writing we are opening the
MUGAs for free village use on Sat and
Sundays from 9-5pm. We are building up
paid bookings for the MUGASs and currently
have bookings on 3 weekday evenings. The
courts have been well used during the
Summer holidays and are hoping to keep slots
for free village use moving forward. We do
have to balance free use with paid bookings to
bring in revenue for maintenance and
improvements. There will soon be a booking
system in place (villagers have a reduced rate).

The running/walking track is now complete
but still blocked by Heras fencing at one point.
We are getting the post and rail fencing
replaced.

There is no date yet for the public consultation
on the building of the pavilion and public
works loan. We will be going out to tender for
the pavilion and will then have detailed
costings which will be shared with the village.
We have received a revised design for
completing work on the current hard-
standing area. Quotes are being sought. A pre-
application advice request has been sent to
VOWH Planning Dept.

Sadly, there have been numerous incidents
of vandalism on the sports site, including the
lights, fence and the lock damaged. All repairs
are paid for out of our Council tax and damage
will be reported to the police - please pass it
on either to the police or to the Council Clerk.

Traffic calming,

OCC has advised us that work on the two new
pedestrian crossings is due to commence in
January 2027! More positively, a miracle
appears to have occurred whereby overnight
OCC elves appeared to mend the VAS along
the High Street and alter the VAS on the
Abingdon Road to reflect the 20 mph limit.
The elves were silent on this for many years
but have suddenly burst into life!

10

Planning_matters

We were devastated to hear that the appeal for
houses to the west of Little Smiths Farm has
been allowed. The Planning Inspector appears
to have manipulated the Vale's land supply by
removing numbers of houses that are planned
but not completed. The PC are resolutely
against this development.

Travellers on the Village Hall Recreation Ground
The PC wants to thank the residents of Drayton
who cleared up and we are particularly grateful
to members of the football club who have been
magnificent. The PC has agreed to fund the
installation of a height barrier at the entrance to
the car parking area to deter future incidents.

New Councillor
We are delighted that Colin Arnold has agreed
to return to the Parish Council.

Our next meeting will be on October 12th, 7 pm
at the Caudwell Day Centre.

Elaine Wade

\

N
/ DRAYTON TELEVISION SERVICES )

Digital TV aerials installed Extra aerial points
New TV Sales

FREE ESTIMATES

Television Wall mounting
Satellite Sky or Freesat
TV tuning and programming

Telephone: 01235 531451

J

CPPM LOCKSMITHS

Locked Out
Key Snapped
Keys Lost
Faulty Locks
Lock Upgrades
UPVC Locks

Emergency Locksmith — 24 Hour Service
www.cppm.org.uk

emall: info@locksmithoxford.co.uk

Tel: 01235 239068 Mob: 07760 537147

VISA




Electrical Problems? Call Sharman Roofing Ltd
D D) 3 ( GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist
R OIE) ER S {/—\ — tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,

: : i new builds, re-roofs, extensions,
E L E C TRI C AL NI?“EE‘BG maintenance & sheds

Domestic e Commercial e Industrial all work considered, call Mark on
e Electrical Hard Wire Testing
Domestic Electrical Reports 07979 791075
Landlonas Gestificares sharmanroofingltd @gmail.com

Portable Appliance Testing
Re-wires Full or Part

Extra Power or Lighting Points 3 s

B e Shovmen Contets The Back Pain Centre
Security Lighting, Fire & Intruder Alarms
LED & Low Energy Lighting Installations

Dr Natalie Nickowski MscDc

® & & & & & & & s

Data & Telephone Wiring Dr Emily White DC MChiro LRCC
TV & Home Entertainment Installations Dr Craig Groves DC McChiro
* Heating Controls and Wiring Dr James Turner Mchiro
We are able to Part P/Building Control our electrical works - - -
Office: 01235 528800 Mobile: 07786 930463 Chiropractic relief from: S
Windy Ridge Court, Milton Road, Drayton, Abingdon 0X14 4EZ Back pain & sciatica FREE
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS Frozen shoulder % SPINAL
* Neck, shoulder & arm pain ASSESSMENT
; .. Tennis/golfer’s elbow .
KOGELS of Abingdon Limited R s i
HOME EXTENSION SPECIALISTS Knee & ankle pain v Free Parking
AND GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTORS Arthritis & postural problems [N NERN L UL
72 Steventon Road « Chronic pain +/ Spinal Analysis Machine
Qrayton Recognised by all health insurance companies: BUPA « PPP » AXA
Tel: Abingdon (01235) 531200 Abingdon 4C Deanes Close Steventon 0X13 6SZ
Email: kogelsofabingdon@btconnect.com Oxon B4 info@steventonbackpaincentre.co.uk
www. kogelsofabingdon.co.uk 0X14 41D et hacladt tre.couk 01235 848008
Suzy Willis & Associates S e e diow o s ekl il e ivesion
them more comfortable. Limping, Lameness, Bunny
MCSP HCPC AACP ‘-‘-hanm(‘l'huwlinho?p ing, Slow ta rise or sit, stiff when they first get out of
CHARTERED PHYS'OTHERAPISTS bed, reluctance to be groomed or behaviour changes.
Old Lodge, Henleys Lane, Drayton, Mebile: 0770 449 2862
0OX14 4HU Emaitinfo@solocolinicalcaninernassage.com
Tel: 01235531269 Based in Steventon, | treat all dogs with bespoke o~
Please call for a face to face or remote gt L, & condangton: oh- el doar T U3
consultation Deep Tissue Massage, Myofascial Release, The Lentan L ::5-
Method™ & Manual Lymphatic Drainage. =

777 AN NN
P’f;‘v"l:?\‘\\ /

I-A FOHTA“A Tonks Brothers

[ralian Restaurant & Acc OMMOd i,

i i - Funeral Dir r
Authentic Italian restaurant with a unera ectors

covered garden terrace & Abingdon & Kennington
licensed Wedding venue 158 Ock Street, Abingdon. 0X14 5DT
Opening times Tel:01235 539444

Friday and Saturday 5.30pm last orders 8.30pm 197 Kennington Road, Kennington. OX1 SPG
Private function on request Tel 01865 736144

Wakes from 10 am Monday - Saturdays www.tonksbrothers.com

Website www.la-Fontana.co.uk Q‘Oﬂ.d fo be G‘famzfy buSiﬁey

Telephone 01235 868287
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THAMES VALLEY POLICE UPDATE

&

o’

Waste crime knows no boundaries

We have seen the huge impact of large scale
waste crime here on our doorstep with the
massive illegal dump near Kidlington which
has cost the Environment Agency millions of
pounds to clear up. More arrests have already
been made in this case and the investigation
into others continues.

It is not just these huge waste sites that are
the problem though. Each year across the
country there are over a million incidents of
fly-tipping and many of these have serious
consequences for victims. Often landowners,
large and small, are left with the clean up
costs and the problem of disposing of
someone else's waste.

In Oxfordshire the problem has only been
exacerbated by the changes made to our
local tips.

The County Council's new policy for our local
household waste recycling centres is making
it harder for many residents to legitimately
get rid of their waste, and that can play into
the hand of organised criminals.

Thames Valley Police regularly work with
local authorities and with the Environment
Agency on joint operations to tackle waste
criminals.

Sometimes operating as seemingly
legitimate businesses - some even have
waste carrier licenses - these criminals are
not just responsible for fly-tipping, but are
often linked to other forms of organised
crime.

They operate across borders, and so must the
enforcement. Thames Valley Police's Rural
Crime Taskforce frequently operates in
London and neighbouring counties to
identify and apprehend those responsible for
fly-tipping, rural crime and other offending
locally across Oxfordshire.
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The impact of fly-tipping can be significant. It
is not just an inconvenience but can land the
victim with a bill for thousands of pounds to
safely remove someone else’s waste. In the
coming months | hope to announce a pilot
project across Vale of White Horse and South
Oxfordshire that will allow victims to claim
support to deal with some of the costs of the
clear up.

This will help victims financially as well as
helping to protect our local environment. The
intention of the scheme is to increase
reporting of fly-tipping incidents and
increase the change of catching those
responsible.

Matthew Barber
Police and Crimme Commissioner for Thames
Valley

Matthew Barber
Listening. Serving.
Taking Action.

JOIN MY WHATSAPP
COMMUNITY

L5,
: J

STAY IN TOUCH
matthew@matthewbarber.co.uk
matthewbarber.co.uk
@matthewbarberUK = O (¢

1 by Mattharw Barbar of DWCA, Boston Ho. vs, Growe Busings; Park. Down.

PriClean

Housekeeping Services
Sue Oliver

Fully Insured & all Staff are DBS checked.
All equipment & cleaning products supplied.
Call now or email for a quotation
East Way, Drayton, Abingdon - Tel: 01235 536642
Email: sue@hsoliver.co.uk
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ervices

Over 40 years experience in the Building Industry.
Plans and Specification prepared on Autocad for
Planning Permission and Building Regulations Approval
for all kinds of Building Work. Contact: Steve Lester

stevelesterads@gmail.com Mobile 07818-751526

. gfééard & Son

{L#f.gll} quaﬁfy interior 7 exterior
painting & a’eco:aﬁng

Mob: OFF59 842388

Services
Professional Tree Surgery & Landscaping
Tree Felling

Topping
Pruning and Shaping Fencing & Turfing

Stump Grinding
vy & Climbers Pruned

Hedge Cutting Mulching & Gravelling

ALL TYPES OF LANDSCAPING & FENCING WORKS
UNDERTAKEN NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

All green and garden waste removed

Tel: 01865 475223 or 07391 204145
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT

A
£ \;\b‘?n

i

o

i Vets for Pets

ABINGDON & DIDCOT
Locally owned by Vets,
Dan & Lucy.

Proudly offering trusted
care for your pets.

(2

Laparoscopic (Keyhole) Surgery, BOAS
Digital X-ray & Ultrasound, Cardiology, Orthopaedics
Chemotherapy & Cancer Treatment
& so much more'

U 01235 462350
(L) 07701 410156

X 01865 347596
(V) 07456469397

A.L.VICKERY AnD SON

Hardware and much more

Keys Cut whileyouwait,
cookshop, housewares,

tools,gardening...

...you'll save money, time )
And mileage when you try

5 The Green, Drayton,

/l} 5 U’ Abingdon OX14 4JA
Telephone 01235 531497

Just park outside!
OPEN Monday to Saturday

9:30am - 1pm and 2pm - Spm. Lunch 1pm to Z2pm

@

TAYLORED ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Call: 07841677921
Email: taylored.electrical@outlook.com ﬂ @]

ragl,

.‘

SPENCER’S

HOUSE CLEARANCE
i .

Full or partial property clearance from
garage to attic whether you're downsizing
or moving home, including bereavement
or probate, ensuring every item is
handled with dignity.

A

© Please contact: —

e Spencer Hathaway | 9 Cordelia Littlefiel
07889 071810 t, 07384 568957

B spencerhathaway20@gmail.com | B liwefieldcordelia@gmail.com

No job too big or too small. We clear the 3 ;
entire property quickly and respectfully.

All items are disposed of or recycled in
a responsible manner including local
charities.

' ﬁwmy homes wilk care. §uﬁwfm§ our Wm?'é}
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LOCAL GROUPS

e
DRAYTON SHORT MAT BOWLS (<}

On behalf of all the members of The Drayton
short mat bowls club | would like mention Val
Locke, who has been the Chairperson of The
Drayton short mat bowls club for the past 15
years. Val, your input will be missed. Our New
Chairperson is Michael Donnolly. Drayton
Short Mat Bowls is a very friendly, relaxed club
that meets three days a week:

e Monday: 1:30 pm - 4:00 pm
e Wednesday: 7.00 pm - 9:30 pm
e Thursday: 1:30 pm - 4:00 pm

Come along for a free taster session. For more
details, call Andy Brooks on 07434 273053.
Drayton Short Mat Bowls looks forward to
welcoming you!

Andrew Brooks

Archive Exhibition - Wednesdays 21st and
28th October 10am to 12pm in the Small Hall
A selection of items from the village history
archive, collected by Theresa Taylor and Daria
Stimpson amongst others, will be available to
view at the same time as the coffee morning.
Helen Morris, village resident, is working on an
oral history project and will be there with her
recording gear if you would like to share any
memories.

Drayton Archive Exhibition

In the early 1990s Teresa Taylor and Daria
Stimpson began the History Society. They set
about collecting an archive of fascinating
materials relating to Drayton’s history. During its
time the Society amassed census records,
letters, coins, records of the Great Fire of
Drayton, local history books, old school
photographs and much more. Now, for the first
time in decades, it is being opened for public
inspection.

There will be a variety of items including folders
of historic documents, photographs and maps,
news cuttings and even an example of a
Victorian concealed shoe recovered from the
wall of Lime Close. And what about those plans
for us to have London's fourth airport instead of
a reservoir? It's all there —and, of course,
admission is free.

Helen Morris
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Our September meeting featured a
fascinating talk by Kirsten Phipps-Get, who
gave us a very interesting insight into the
History of Oxfordshire Gang Show as they
begin preparations for their 75th anniversary
show.

Kirsten explained all about the origins of Gang
Show and Ralph Reader, and showed us the
show reel from their 70th anniversary,
featuring pictures from across the ages. We
also had the opportunity to look through
archives from past and present shows, which
was a wonderful chance to see how Gang
Show has evolved over the years. Everyone
really enjoyed the evening, and | believe we
may even be organising a trip to watch the
show. We are now looking forward to our
October meeting, when Jim MaclLeod will be
giving a talk on The History of the Traditional
British Toastmaster.

Everyone is welcome. We simply ask for a
donation of £3, which includes tea or coffee.

We are also busy preparing for our annual
Drayton WI Christmas Craft & Gift Fair,on 7"
November, from 11.00am-3.00pm.

Our meetings are usually held on the second
Thursday of each month at 7.30pm at the
Caudwell Day Centre, Gravel Lane.

Georgina Arnold

-& SP COURIER SERVICES
el
‘MOVING ASSISTANCE’

House - Flat — Apartments — Office
FURNITURE MOVED / TRANSPORTED
COLLECTIONS - DELIVERIES
Tel 07721 679487

Gr
. DOG

@ " store

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

NOW
THEDOGSSPOT.CO.UK

2 HIGH ST, ABINGDON, 0X14 5AX
01235 797386

~

*free delivery over £60,

same-dav local deliverv |
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Steventon Village Hall
The Green, Steventon 0X13 6RR e

every Wednesday
5:30pm with Christine
B ____r_:_a_H 07367 961994
P
EVERLAST ROOFING
SERVICES

New Roofs ¢ All Flat Roofs # Tiling & Slating
Demossing Chimney # Repairs & Pointing
Facias & Guttering * All Repairs » 24/7 Call Out
No job too small
01235 612576 Checkatrade 07553 911258

quote@everlastroofingservices.co.uk

BB Oxford
WINDOW REPAIR

. . COMPANY

The Wooden Window Renovation Specialists

Flaking paint and cracked putty on your wooden windows and cills?

‘We specialise in repair and renovation to give your windows
anew lease of life!
‘We cut out rotten wood and replace with new timber.
‘We replace failed single/double glazing
Combined with modem & traditional paint solutions to give an
excellent finish inside and out

‘We are accredited suppliers and installers of Fineo© Vacuum Glazing

‘We also specialise in wood treatments, oils, stains and varnishes
Maintenance contracts & references are also available for peace of mind

All work guaranteed

Call us for your free estimate 07880 560 405

www.oxfordwindonrepair.com

YOUR LOCAL GARAGE
Servicing all makes and models of vehicles,
Diagnostics, General Repairs,
Tyres, Exhaust, Air Conditioning. MOT’s

UTO-C
OXFORD LTD

www.autocheckoxfordltd.com
autocheckoxfordltd@gmail.com
Unit 3, Cuebar Court, Lashford Lane, Dry
Sandford.,
OX13 6EB.
01865 730011
Courtesy cars available
Free collect and delivery service

um .
@ Martin Hudson Flooring

Hudsonmartin@hotmail.couk | 07590192

[ Local Dog Walking
| will walk and feed your dog
while you are out
DBS checked and fully insured
Instagram: pawsome_walkiesx

E: pawsomewalkies5@gmail.com R
\_  Phone: 07493830191

NEED A PLUMBER FOR
THE SMALL JOBS?

5 STAR SERVICE + % % % %

07526 304050

taps-toilets.co.uk

DRAYTON

T - W
GARDENS

Lawn Mowing & Gardening

YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE GARDENERS

Lawn Mowing Shrub & Rose Planting
and Edging Pruning

$0209

Garden Border  General Garden Hedge
Care Maintenance Trimming

Fully Insured

@ paulbiddle2@btinternet.com

e 07764 657753




COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT

Weather forecasts are for an abnormally stormy
autumn following the record 'El Nino' weather
patterns so far this year. As our weather continues
to sharpen, prepare your homes to make them
warmer over winter and cooler over summer.

Currently, in the council, the spotlight is on local
government re-organisation. Andy Burnham is a
big fan of devolution to local government, running
with success the Manchester mayoral strategic
authority. Since my last article, Whitehall
announced that Oxfordshire and West Berkshire
councils would be re-organised into three new
unitary authorities: Greater Oxford, North
Oxfordshire, and Ridgeway (combining our South
and Vale districts with West Berkshire). Although
least favoured, each council has started work on
the new authorities with elections planned to the
new 'shadow' authorities next May, and full
transition in 2028.

However, since then, central government
announced a 'pause' last week, citing legal
challenges worthy of review that could also affect
the decision for Oxfordshire and other areas. The
minister says this review is likely to be rapid, but
until it is complete, we must pause and revert to
current councils including replacing the May
elections from the new authorities to the old
councils. In my opinion, this is wasteful as the
existing councils will be replaced, so elections to
them feels lame. NB. The Thames Valley mayoral
strategic authority would be the strongest
economic powerhouse outside of London, which
could drive huge potential development managed
properly across the region and boost the Milton
Park, Culham and Harwell campuses.

Over summer, Whitehall changed the laws for
'Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects',
allowing Thames Water to continue without any
more consultations for the SESRO White Horse
mega-reservoir. Although we need more strategic
water resources to enhance resilience for
droughts, that does not mean we need one SESRO
mega-reservoir with all its safety concerns from an
oversized lake. | will continue to work closely with
the council and Thames Water to address safety
concerns. In my opinion, fixing leaks, using more
grey water, a range of smaller cheaper reservoirs,
and diverting water from the West and Wales to
the South East would be quicker and cheaper.

Steventon lights works are due to finish this
month, whilst HIF1 road works continue. Please
monitor/report undue nuisances.

The Landfill Liaison Committee that | chair
meets to find out what can be done to suppress
the bad smells experienced this summer. | was
in touch with the Chief Fire Officer at the time,
who reassured that there were no toxic fumes or
dangers to local residents from this fire. To
report a pollution please call the incident hotline
on 0800 807060 or on line via gov.uk and
search for “report an environmental problem”.

FCC are committed to finish the landfill by 2030,
whereafter, | am seeking a review of the
restoration vision for the area to create nicer
walking, cycling paths, more natural wildlife
spaces and hide the remaining HIF1 road, solar
and battery farms and other brownfield
developments as much as possible.

Peter Stevens
Councillor for Appleford, Drayton, Milton,
Steventon & Sutton Courtenay Division

K. L. YATES BUILDERS
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING SERVICES

Extensions and Alterations

"

Property Maintenance

MASTER
BUILDERS

s sy ik

Kitchens and Bathrooms

Carpentry and Tiling
Contact Richard on 07788 738248
or email klyatesbuilders@gmail.com



https://www.gov.uk/report-environmental-problem

HE ORI
Drayton WI
Christmas Craft & Gift Fair

XS th " =1
E.Y‘\men Saturday 7" November 2026 e &jigsaw
neft® Tlam - 3pm Boo

“OXFORD

m REC‘I’CLING
Abingdon Wood Shop

-

Over 55 Drayton Village Hall, 3 We have your DIY and hobby wood needs
s Lockway, Drayton, ~ . -
[hEWI OX14 4LG Raffiq [vn covered — sustainable British hardwoods,

BSAENG WOMBH FREE ENTRY ..

scaffolding boards, pallet wood and

* CA RAVA N STO R AG E * other softwood timber.

Open 7 days a week.
STEVENTON [ .. _ _
; ﬂ - Our prices are low and we can cut to size.

www.qselfstore.co.uk
01235 847164

" . _DRAYTON -
Zn |DOSA SPICES %

e &“m&mmfcgmefm (/; mechanics
Family-run
automotive garage

MOTs, servicing, repairs & more

Unit 6, Station Yard, Steventon, Oxon, 0XI13 6RX

Tel - 01235 635330
Email - office@povallmechanics.com
Web - wwuw.povallmechanics.com

1{ Book your table now -
M 01235 612388 i

'LEAF

..SO you don't have to' MOBILITY

Call us today to have your

cooking appliances sparkling, using WHEE LC HAIR
. our own eco-friendly products. ACC E s S IBLE

Our oven cleaning experts will
leave you free to enjoy your TAXI

valuable leisure time. SMOOTH RIDES FOR EVERYONE

&) 07979 793385

hello@leafmobility.co.uk

leafmobility.co.uk

[TRUSTIST ke ] 01235 239938 KEs

" SAFE

Local | National | Affordable

70
@ | @

WHEELCHAIR
TRANSPORT

FRIENDLY

RELIABLE




ABINGDON MARATHON 2026

The race start time is 09:00 on October the 18"

The route this year has changed slightly from
previous years—please refer to the Course Map
below. As usual, appropriate signage and
marshalling will be provided.

The time limit for runners to finish the marathon is
6 hours, matching last year, to ensure the event
remains as inclusive as possible.

The race capacity remains capped at 1,500, with
around 1,000 runners anticipated to start on the
day.

We have obtained a Special Events Order (SEO)
from Oxfordshire County Council, which details all
road closures and can be viewed online at
oxfordshire.gov.uk, and search for abingdon-
marathon.

Professional traffic management services wiill
manage vehicle flow at the start and finish,
through Abingdon town centre, and at other
strategic points along the course.

Estimated runner timings by location:

e Market Square and town centre, Abingdon:
09:20-10:00 and 11:00-14:30

e |Lambrick Way and Southern Town Park: 09:30—
10:30 and 11:30-14:00

e Drayton Village: 09:40-13:00

e Milton Village and Milton Park: 09:50-13:45

e Sutton Courtenay: 10:30-13:30

Please note that these timings are approximate;
the field will be significantly more dispersed
during the second lap.
Everyone is welcome to come out and cheer on

the competitors—the runners greatly appreciate
the support.
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Everyone is very welcome to come out and
cheer on the competitors; the runners always
really appreciate the support!

We hope that the map shown below will
provide the information that you need. You
may also wish to look at our website (link
above). This has additional information for local
residents and visitors to the area.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have
any questions and/or wish to discuss the event
further.

Nichola Poulton and Kate Brook
Co-Race Directors, 2026 Abingdon Marathon
email: racedirector@abingdonmarathon.org.uk

THE ABINGDON MARATHON 2026 COURSE MAP

Foed Statians Key

p—
WY water station



https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/business/licences-and-permits/licences-and-permits/large-public-events/abingdon-marathon
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/business/licences-and-permits/licences-and-permits/large-public-events/abingdon-marathon
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/business/licences-and-permits/licences-and-permits/large-public-events/abingdon-marathon

griffin interiors

...soft furnishing solutions...

Interiors and soft furnishings workroom located in
Appleford making quality handmade curtains,
pelmets, blinds, cushions. Alterations.
Headboards, loose covers and upholstery.

Poles, tracks and fitting service.
Design studio with extensive library of
fabrics and trimmings.
Interiors mentoring to make your house a home.
Over 30 years’ experience.
Off street parking.
Flexible opening hours by appointment
01235 847135/07808 762626
email: griffin.interiors.oxford@gmail.com
www. griffininteriorsoxford.com

@ ~5NGDON
@FELT ROOFING

TEL: 01235 239631

flat roofing specialists. tile repairs. Fascias, moss
removal, guttering, leadwork, felt roofs. 10,15,20,
year guarantees supplied with all roofing works
GET IN CONTACT FOR YOUR FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 01235 239631

EMAIL: abingdonfeltroofing@outlook.com
Web:Abingdonfeltroofing.co.uk

Proud members of

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters

L H GOODWIN professional decorator.
Our services include both domestic and
commercial painting and decorating.

We are fully insured and all work guaranteed
25 years’ experience — References available.
For a free estimate please call Leigh on
07789873483 or visit my website
www.lhgoodwin.co.uk

HALLS GARAGE

Established 60 years — Servicing and repairs
e MOTs ¢ Batteries e Diagnostic Facilities
e Vehicle Collection Service o All Makes and Models
(Milton Park, Drayton, Steventon, Culham,
Appleford, Sutton Courtenay)
mothallsgarage@gmail.com

Open 06:30 to 18:00 Mon-Fri

The High Street, Sutton Courtenay, ABINGDON, OX14 4AH
Tel: 01235 848236 ® Mobile 07767165072

Make memories with our fabulous themed
teepee sleepovers and picnic parties

0@

Sarah Coombes

07779 300054
peony_parties@outlook.com
www.peonyparties.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES

Stephen R. Matthews
50 Witan Way Wantage, 0OX12 9HB
Tel: 01235 766412 e
Mobile: 07796 532356 e o
stephenmatthews.pgs mail.com i /
R L A

All kinds of work undertaken, including:
+ garden maintenance and restoration '
« fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning ]
+ hedge cutting, turfing

« fencing and landscaping.

Town Furlong
Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864
www. townfurlong.co.uk

Fun and Imaginative Dance Classes
for Children 2-16 years

|
° 7 Book for a Free Taster Session!
Thursdays ‘@ Steventon Village Hall
Wednesdays (@Northcourt Centre. Abingdon
Email: bettybloomdance@ gmail.com
Website for more information: bettvbloomdance.co.uk

Mobile: 07785 232862
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FUNERAL
SERVICE

A CHAPEL IN THE
HEART OF THE
COUNTRYSIDE

Proprietor: Michael Didcock
Hill Farm, Church Lane
Steventon, 0X13 65W
vww.ridgewayfuneralservice.co.uk
info@ridgewavfunerals.co.uk
01235 355269

MEMBER




DRAYTON DIARIES

WEDNESDAYS

10:00am | Pebbles Baby & Toddler Group (Church)

Coffee Morning
i oW ERT (for good causes, till noon)

U3A Science/Tech, 1st Wednesday

10:00am

Sat 3 9.00am Private Function (all day) 1:45pm

Sun 4 9.00am ANTIQUES FAIR (to 3pm) (07890 385931) #+#

Weds 7 900am  Jewellery Valuation (to midday) 2:00pm | Dravton Wives (last Wednesday,
Weds 710.00am COFFEE MORNING (weekly, to noon) most months) ##

Sat 1010.00am Private Function (all day) 200pm Badminton

Mon 12 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting (Caudwell DC) 6:00pm Brownies (term-time)

NB — Now 2nd Mondays! (check FBK for any late change?!) Laura 07916 459435 ##
Sat 17 4.00pm Private Function 6:45pm Short Mat Bowling Club (seeking new
Sun 18 500pm MODERN JIVE (to 8pm) members)

Mon 19 5.00pm Chronicle Deadline THURSDAYS

. th
9-00am Little Tots returns from 10" (Donna,

To book the Village Hall, please email: 07584 900040)
bookings@draytonvh.co.uk or call Tony Holmes on
01235 531180. Website: www.draytonvh.co.uk

9-45am Holy Communion St Peter’s Lady

To book the Caudwell Day Centre, please contact Chapel
Teresa Prince, caudwelldaycentre@gmail.com or call
01235 531627 11:00am Baptist Café (to 1pm) Caudwell DC
Or, for small meetings, the Church Hall may be okay;
see the St Peter's page in this edition. 2:00pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session
REGULAR EVENTS 2:00pm Crafts Group (2nd Thursday — run by
U3A Kate 01235 5504806) ##
Weekly in Drayton Village Hall unless stated - -
otherwise. [## = Small Hall in Village Hall] 5:30pm Rainbows (girls 5 to 7 yrs) ##
MONDAYS 7:30pm Sequence Dancing (01235 531107)

7:30pm | WI meeting (2nd Thurs) Caudwell DC

Coffee Morning

10:00am . n
(Wives - 2" Monday) Caudwell DC 7200m | Pravton Community Choir (2nd/4th
- ] ~oP Thurs) Kay 01235 204187 Church Room
2:00pm Short Mat Bowling Club Session
FRIDAYS
715pm Badminton (seeking new members)
11:00am Keep Fit with Faye 07815 583591

7:45pm Bell-ringing for 1.5 hours St Peter’s
Karate/'Dojang X' (07938 537310)

TUESDAYS Three |4.45pm -5.15pm Little Ninjas for 3-cyr

sessions |olds

Pilates (Alexandra Merson from |5.15pm-6pm Kids Karate (7-12yrs)
07788 248925) 4:45pm |6pm Family Class (byrs+, teens and

Drayton Art Group, till 4 pm adults)

1:45pm
P (Caudwell DC) SUNDAYS (see page 3 for all church services)

2:30pm First Tuesday Connections (church) ©6:00pm Evening Service Baptist Church

9:30am

Karate/'Dojang X' (Sabrina 07938
537310) Printed on FSC paper in Kingston

Bagpuize Tel. 01865 820088 a r t i S a n

20 print & sign solutions

6:30pm
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	If email is impossible, please place your contribution, typed or handwritten, in the Chronicle box outside Vickery’s Hardware Store on Drayton Green, or post to Vickery’s. 5 The Green, Drayton, Abingdon, Oxon. OX14 4JA.
	DISCLAIMER: This Journal is published in good faith and great care is taken in its completion. The organisers of the DRAYTON CHRONICLE, and its Agents, therefore accept no responsibility for OPINIONS EXPRESSED, nor for the validity of any ADVERTISEMENT.


	ST PETER’S CHURCH
	From the DAMASCUS Ministry Team
	Exploring Faith With Alpha

	OPENING OF DRAYTON HALL
	When Drayton Hosted “Any Questions?”
	The North Berks Herald (now the Abingdon Herald) of 15 May 1975 featured the opening of Drayton Hall with two weeks of festivities, including a dinner dance with cabaret, a comedy staged by the Drayton Players, and a live broadcast of BBC Radio’s Any Questions? This popular discussion programme has been broadcast weekly since 1948.
	On this occasion the panel, chaired by David Jacobs, consisted of Jeremy Thorpe, leader of the Liberal Party; Peter Hall, director of the National Theatre; Lord Mancroft, chairman of the Tote; and Corinna Adam, assistant editor of the New Statesman. The illustration also features Mrs Thorpe and Norman Stimpson, chairman of the first Hall committee.
	Those with long memories will remember that Jeremy Thorpe’s parliamentary career ended in scandal when he faced charges of conspiracy and incitement to murder, of which he was eventually acquitted.
	Norman Stimpson ran his family greengrocer’s in Ock Street, Abingdon, in premises now converted to flats.
	He lived in the High Street, and his wife, Daria, started the village History Society with Teresa Taylor.
	Part of its fascinating archive is on show in Drayton Hall during the mornings of Wednesdays 21 and 28 October.
	The newspaper article mentions that after the broadcast Jeremy Thorpe and his wife went to meet local members of the Liberal Party at Old Lodge in Henleys Lane, the home of Dr Graves-Stanwick. Despite his English-sounding name, Dr Graves-Stanwick was, in fact, Polish. As a medical student in Prague, he fled just before the Nazi invasion and crossed the Channel by rowing boat. He was succeeded as the local GP by Dr Richard Casson.
	It is probable that the Any Questions? broadcast was arranged by my predecessor at Pusey Cottage, Michael Henderson. He was a senior BBC executive who, five years earlier, had launched BBC Radio Oxford.
	Andrew Bax
	Left-right: Norman Stimpson, David Jacobs, Mrs Thorpe, Lord Mancroft, Jeremy Thorpe

	Community Library in Drayton
	Borrow a book, leave a book, keep the literary gears turning, right here on 49 Whitehorns Way.

	A New Chapter for Abingdon Damascus Youth Project in Drayton

	Following my final summer surgery in Cholsey, I met with Andrew from Amwell Springs Brewery, who produces excellent craft beer. I was also pleased to attend the resurfacing and reopening of Hobbyhorse Lane with Cllr Peter Stevens, who has worked hard alongside residents to resurface this important walking and cycling route linking Appleford and Sutton Courtenay. Over a lunch at the Plum Pudding, Milton Parish Council and I discussed pedestrian access and cycle routes to/from Milton Heights, particularly the bridge at the Milton Interchange, which I will continue working to make happen. Working with the Mill Brook Restoration Group, we have continued our campaign to restore Mill Brook, hosting a site visit with Thames Water, the Environment Agency and Oxfordshire County Council to securing a commitment to work together on addressing the issue.
	We are Freshwater Habitats Trust
	Freshwater is our passion. Together, we can make a difference for wildlife


	Our Work
	Reversing the decline in freshwater biodiversity

	PARISH
	COUNCIL REPORT
	Walnut Meadows
	Traffic calming
	Planning matters
	Travellers on the Village Hall Recreation Ground
	New Councillor
	Elaine Wade


	THAMES VALLEY POLICE UPDATE
	Waste crime knows no boundaries
	We have seen the huge impact of large scale waste crime here on our doorstep with the massive illegal dump near Kidlington which has cost the Environment Agency millions of pounds to clear up. More arrests have already been made in this case and the investigation into others continues.
	It is not just these huge waste sites that are the problem though. Each year across the country there are over a million incidents of fly-tipping and many of these have serious consequences for victims. Often landowners, large and small, are left with the clean up costs and the problem of disposing of someone else’s waste.
	In Oxfordshire the problem has only been exacerbated by the changes made to our local tips.
	The County Council’s new policy for our local household waste recycling centres is making it harder for many residents to legitimately get rid of their waste, and that can play into the hand of organised criminals.
	Thames Valley Police regularly work with local authorities and with the Environment Agency on joint operations to tackle waste criminals.
	Sometimes operating as seemingly legitimate businesses - some even have waste carrier licenses - these criminals are not just responsible for fly-tipping, but are often linked to other forms of organised crime.
	They operate across borders, and so must the enforcement. Thames Valley Police’s Rural Crime Taskforce frequently operates in London and neighbouring counties to identify and apprehend those responsible for fly-tipping, rural crime and other offending locally across Oxfordshire.
	The impact of fly-tipping can be significant. It is not just an inconvenience but can land the victim with a bill for thousands of pounds to safely remove someone else’s waste. In the coming months I hope to announce a pilot project across Vale of White Horse and South Oxfordshire that will allow victims to claim support to deal with some of the costs of the clear up.

	This will help victims financially as well as helping to protect our local environment. The intention of the scheme is to increase reporting of fly-tipping incidents and increase the change of catching those responsible.
	Matthew Barber
	Police and Crime Commissioner for Thames Valley



	COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT
	Peter Stevens

	ABINGDON MARATHON 2026
	The race start time is 09:00 on October the 18th
	The time limit for runners to finish the marathon is 6 hours, matching last year, to ensure the event remains as inclusive as possible.
	The race capacity remains capped at 1,500, with around 1,000 runners anticipated to start on the day.
	We have obtained a Special Events Order (SEO) from Oxfordshire County Council, which details all road closures and can be viewed online at oxfordshire.gov.uk, and search for  abingdon-marathon.
	Professional traffic management services will manage vehicle flow at the start and finish, through Abingdon town centre, and at other strategic points along the course.
	Estimated runner timings by location:
	Market Square and town centre, Abingdon: 09:20–10:00 and 11:00–14:30
	Lambrick Way and Southern Town Park: 09:30–10:30 and 11:30–14:00
	Drayton Village: 09:40–13:00
	Milton Village and Milton Park: 09:50–13:45
	Sutton Courtenay: 10:30–13:30
	Please note that these timings are approximate; the field will be significantly more dispersed during the second lap.
	Everyone is welcome to come out and cheer on the competitors—the runners greatly appreciate the support.
	Nichola Poulton and Kate Brook


	DRAYTON DIARIES
	(MOSTLY) VILLAGE HALL DIARY FOR OCTOBER
	To book the Village Hall, please email: bookings@draytonvh.co.uk or call Tony Holmes on 01235 531180. Website: www.draytonvh.co.uk
	To book the Caudwell Day Centre, please contact Teresa Prince, caudwelldaycentre@gmail.com or call 01235 531627
	Or, for small meetings, the Church Hall may be okay; see the St Peter’s page in this edition.

	REGULAR EVENTS
	Weekly in Drayton Village Hall unless stated otherwise.  [## = Small Hall in Village Hall]

	MONDAYS
	10:00am
	Coffee Morning
	(Wives - 2nd Monday) Caudwell DC
	2:00pm
	Short Mat Bowling Club Session
	7:15pm
	Badminton (seeking new members)
	7:45pm
	Bell-ringing for 1.5 hours  St Peter’s

	TUESDAYS
	9:30am
	Pilates (Alexandra Merson
	07788 248925)
	1:45pm
	Drayton Art Group, till 4 pm
	(Caudwell DC)
	2:30pm
	First Tuesday Connections (church)
	6:30pm
	Karate/‘Dojang X’ (Sabrina 07938 537310)

	WEDNESDAYS
	10:00am
	Pebbles Baby & Toddler Group (Church)
	10:00am
	Coffee Morning
	(for good causes, till noon)
	1:30pm
	Whist Drive (Caudwell DC)
	1:45pm
	U3A Science/Tech, 1st Wednesday
	(07890 385931) ##
	2:00pm
	Drayton Wives (last Wednesday,
	most months) ##
	2:00pm
	Badminton
	6:00pm
	Brownies (term-time)
	Laura 07916 459435 ##
	6:45pm
	Short Mat Bowling Club (seeking new members)

	THURSDAYS
	9:00am
	Little Tots returns from 10th (Donna, 07584 900040)
	9:45am
	Holy Communion St Peter’s Lady Chapel
	11:00am
	Baptist Café (to 1pm)  Caudwell DC
	2:00pm
	Short Mat Bowling Club Session
	2:00pm
	Crafts Group (2nd Thursday – run by U3A Kate 01235 550486) ##
	5:30pm
	Rainbows (girls 5 to 7 yrs) ##
	7:30pm
	Sequence Dancing (01235 531107)
	7:30pm
	WI meeting (2nd Thurs) Caudwell DC
	7:30pm
	Drayton Community Choir (2nd/4th Thurs) Kay 01235 204187 Church Room

	FRIDAYS
	11:00am
	Keep Fit with Faye 07815 583591
	Three sessions
	from 4:45pm
	Karate/‘Dojang X’ (07938 537310)
	4.45pm -5.15pm Little Ninjas for 3-6yr olds
	5.15pm-6pm Kids Karate (7-12yrs)
	6pm Family Class (6yrs+, teens and adults)
	SUNDAYS   (see page 3 for all church services)

	6:00pm
	Evening Service  Baptist Church



